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WHO’S WHO 
Pastor / Rector 

the Rev’d Joel Allen Prather 

pastor@stbartspewaukee.com 

Music Director 

Ethan Tarvin 

music@stbartspewaukee.com 

Parish Administration 

Jan Watter 

admin@stbartspewaukee.com 

Rector’s Assistance 

Carol Cohen 

sos@stbartspewaukee.com 

Sr. Warden  

Diane Baehr 

dbaehr@hotmail.com 

Jr. Warden 

Ellen Dunbar 

emdunbar62@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Mike Delmore 

mike_delmore@yahoo.com 

Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

Everything you need today is in this bulletin. Our worship is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE 

WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which all baptized Christians are welcome 

to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t mind babies 

behaving like babies). 

Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow the Teacher to 

the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The Peace. 
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The Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Song of  Praise:  Glory to God        Blue Hymnal S280 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 

who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Opening Hymn: Holy God We Praise Thy Name Blue Hymnal 366 

Verses 1-4 

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 

The Hymnal 1982 

The blue hymnal found in the pew racks is the collection of hymns, tunes, and service music 

authorized for use in the Episcopal Church. The Hymnal is a companion for the Book of Common 

Prayer, supporting the Lectionary and the Calendar. It includes service music and 720 hymns. The 

Hymnal is strongly founded on congregational singing. 

This summer we are going to sing the hymns that are in the hymnal from the hymnal. All other 

music will continue to have the lyrics for all other music in the printed worship bulletin. 

If you are new to The Hymnal: hymn numbers are found in bold in the hymnal. The first quarter 

of the book is service music, such as the Song of Praise and the Sanctus that we sing every Sunday. 

Service music has an “S” in front of the number. Hymns comprise the rest of the hymnal, bold 

numbers 1 - 720. There are no page numbers. Look for the hymn by its number, not its name. 
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The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to 

its setting. 

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * God reveals himself in glory. 

Our God will come and will not keep silence; * before him there is a consuming flame, and 

round about him a raging storm. 

He calls the heavens and the earth from above * to witness the judgment of his people. 

The Lessons (please be seated) 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (1:1, 10-20) 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 

Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of 

Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of 

burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, 

or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? 

Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. 

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation-- I cannot endure solemn assemblies with 

iniquity. Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden 

to me, I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from 

you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; 

cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for 

the widow. 

Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like 

snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and 

obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by 

the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Chapel 

At this time kids Pre-K through Elementary are invited to come to the front for a blessing and then follow the 

Teacher to Children’s Chapel. 

Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 

The Psalms were originally written to be sung. These poems and prayers have been the foundation of worship for Jews and Christians for 

3,000 years, and Jesus prayed and sang the psalms regularly.   
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A reading from the letter to the Hebrews (11:1-3, 8-16) 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith 

our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word 

of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 

inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the 

land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 

heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 

old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he considered him faithful who had promised. 

Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the 

stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 

greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 

speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the 

land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 

better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 

indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

"Gather before me my loyal followers, * those who have made a covenant with me and sealed 

it with sacrifice." 

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * for God himself is judge. 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak: "O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * for I am 

God, your God. 

I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * your offerings are always before me. 

Consider this well, you who forget God, * lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 

Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * but to those who keep in my 

way will I show the salvation of God." 



6 

 

Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                        Fr. Joel Prather 

The Gradual Hymn*: In Christ There is No East or West     Blue Hymnal 529 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to Luke + (12:32-40) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear 

out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to 

return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 

will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes 

during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 

not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour." 

Verse 1 

In Christ there is no East or West, in him no South or North, 

but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 

Verse 2 

Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate'er your race may be! 

Who serves my Father as his child is surely kin to me. 
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The Prayers of  the People 

The Reader and People pray responsively 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, let us pray to the Lord.  

Here and after every petition the People respond  

Lord, have mercy.  

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Matthew our Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and 
for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the 
light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.  

The Nicene Creed (please stand and pray together) 
The Nicene Creed in this bulletin is slightly different than what you may be used to. This is because the Episcopal Church restored the 

original language of the Nicene Creed which was shared by all Christians until the 6th Century. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, (you may bow down here) was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. (you may rise) 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.   (* means universal) 

We acknowledge one baptism for the foregiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection+ of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.     

+   you may make the Sign of the Cross here to acknowledge the hope that you will be resurrected 
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The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those in positions of public trust especially Donald our President, Tony our Governor, Paul 
our County Executive, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every 
person, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the first inhabitants of Pewaukee: we honor the Potawatomi people, as well as the Oneida 
people who brought the Episcopal Church to Wisconsin. Help us to be instruments of your peace 
and justice, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Let us pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, prisoners, the unemployed, and those 
in any need. Remembering especially those on our prayer list... 

We also pray for our ministry partners: 
• Arlo and Ashtyn's Hope (Canavan's Disease) 
• Fr. Andrew and  Amazing Grace AIDS Ministry (Malawi) 
• Pastor David and Breaking The Chains Church (Felmers O. Cheney Correctional Center, Milwaukee) 
• Joe and Family Promise of Waukesha County 
• Our Karén Refugee Families and their Beautiful Garden 
• Dave, Judy, and the Pewaukee Food Pantry 
• Fr. Daudi and Olivia in Tanzania 
• Bill and our Veterans and Families Groups 
• Sharon and our Waukesha County Affordable Housing Coalition 
...we pray to you, O Lord. 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we 
pray to you, O Lord.  

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Bartholomew and all the saints, 
let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God.  

Brief Silence  

Celebrant: For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Offertory Hymn: Fairest Lord Jesus Blue Hymnal 384 

The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack or at our website. We also encourage you to follow 

us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s 

happening. 

The Absolution 

The Offertory 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 

in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world.  
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold 

or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 

is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 

food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 

holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 

your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say, 

Celebrant and People: Holy, holy, holy Lord     Blue Hymnal S131 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-

mighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

(The Celebrant reads a Preface of the Lord's Day - a variable portion of the text of our Eucharistic Prayer that 

plays an important role in aligning our worship with the theme of a particular occasion or season.) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia 

    (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  

Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Agnus Dei 
(The Agnus Dei, Latin for “Lamb of God.”, is based on John 1:29, and is used in the celebration of the eucharist at the breaking of the 
bread. Say together.) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us your peace.  
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It's the song of the redeemed, rising from the African plain. 

It's the song of the forgiven, drowning out the Amazon rain. 

 The song of Asian believers filled with God's holy fire. 

It's every tribe, every tongue, every nation; a love song born of a grateful choir. 
  

[Chorus - sing 2 times] 

It's all God's children singing: "Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns! He reigns! 
  

Let it rise above the four winds, caught up in the heavenly sound. 

Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals, to the faithful gathered 

underground.  Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation, some were meant 

to persist. Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples, none rings truer than this. 

  

[Chorus] 

It's all God's people singing: "Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns! He reigns! (sing 2 

times) 

It’s all God’s people singing: “Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns! He reigns! (sing 2 

times) 
  

And all the powers of darkness tremble at what they've just heard, ‘cause all their 

powers of darkness can't drown out a single word. 

Communion Song 1: He Reigns 

About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 
where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 
over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread and Wine. We have Gluten free Communion Bread 
for those who desire it. We use alcoholic wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or kneel. Small cups of wine 
will be presented to you. Take a cup of wine. As you leave, place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first 
pew and return to your seat. Thank you. 

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 
yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 
so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 
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Prayers After Communion 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Communion Song 2: Lead Me To The Cross 

Savior I come, quiet my soul, remember. 

Redemption's hill, where Your blood was spilled, for my ransom. 
  

[Pre-Chorus] 

Everything I once held dear, I count it all as loss. 
  

[Chorus] 

Lead me to the cross, where Your love poured out. 

Bring me to my knees, Lord, I lay me down. 

Rid me of myself, I belong to You. Oh, lead me. Lead me to the cross. 
  

You were as I, tempted and tried, human. 

The word became flesh, bore my sin and death. Now, You’re risen. 
 

 [Pre-Chorus] 
  

[Chorus] 
 

To Your heart. To Your heart. To Your heart. To Your heart.   (sing 4 times) 
  

[Chorus - sing 2 times] 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 

we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  
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Closing Hymn: Christ Whose Glories Fill the Sky    Blue Hymnal 7 

The Blessing 

May God have mercy upon you and give you peace, may the power of Christ dwell in your hearts, 

may the Holy Spirit sent from heaven teach you, and the blessing of God, the Holy and Undivided 

Trinity be with you now and for evermore. Amen.  

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in the Parish Hall. 
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Continued on next page …. 

The Nicene Creed: 

Some Questions & Answers on the 1700th Anniversary 

A Teaching from our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Matthew Gunter 

The Diocese of  Wisconsin 

Part 3:  Isn't one's faith about one's relationship with the living God and with 

God's children? Can’t we say, “Love God and love your neighbor,” and leave it at 

that? 

That is indeed Jesus’ summary of the law, and that is no small thing. However, in his 
context (the time’s tradition and teachings), Jesus had received a great deal about the 
nature and purposes of God as a son of Israel. While there was no written creed as such, 
Jesus was part of a people who held certain ideas, i.e., doctrines, about God and 
humanity. As a faithful Jew, he would have recited the Sh’ma found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5: 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” 

There is no sufficient knowledge of God without some sort of creed. ‘God’ is a 
meaningless word until it is given meaning. To say, “Just love God with your whole heart, 
mind, and soul” only begs the questions, “Who, or what, is this ‘God’ I am to love, and 
what does it mean to love this ‘God’?” As for loving neighbors, who counts as my 
neighbor? Do strangers count? What about enemies? And why should I love them? And in 
what way, to what extent, and at what cost? Why is it so hard to do? Does it matter 
ultimately? Is there any divine reckoning for our failure and refusal to love? What does it 
mean to be human? And what kind of world do we live in? 

Any answers to these questions are not obvious. That they seem obvious to many of us is 
because our imaginations have already been formed in a society shaped by the vision of 
Christianity reflected in the Nicene Creed, even if we have mostly forgotten the source of 
that shaping. And any answer to these questions takes us into the realm of belief and 
doctrine. The Creed is the basic Christian foundation for answering them. One might 
prefer other answers or make up one’s own, but one cannot talk about “god,” “love,” 
“creation,” or “human beings” without some sort of belief system, i.e., a creed. 

It is inadequate to appeal to a simplistic pietism, whether in its more conservative or 
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 more liberal versions, that says, “Don't bother me with doctrine, just give me Jesus.” We 
have no direct access to Jesus other than through the Gospels, which are heavily 
influenced by the interpretation (doctrine) of who Jesus is and why He matters. The Creed 
is the Christian guide to understanding the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in light of 
Jesus. It affirms that, while God will always remain beyond our understanding, when we 
look at Jesus, we see God. And that God has so loved humanity as to enter into our 
physical reality with our rebellion, our sin, our brokenness, our unlove, and untruth to 
deliver us. 

COMING NEXT WEEK: Can’t we just worship God without getting hung up on the Creed?  
Stay tuned . . . 

 

If you missed the previous teachings, you can read it in the Bulletins that are posted on 
the St. Bart’s website at stbartspewaukee.com/livestream/service-bulletin  or on the 
Diocese of Wisconsin website at diowis.org/bishop-teachings/
nicenecreed1700anniversary  

TALK WITH FR. JOEL TODAY! 


