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WHO’S WHO 
Pastor / Rector 

the Rev’d Joel Allen Prather 

pastor@stbartspewaukee.com 

Music Director 

Ethan Tarvin 

music@stbartspewaukee.com 

Parish Administration 

Jan Watter 

admin@stbartspewaukee.com 

Rector’s Assistance 

Carol Cohen 

sos@stbartspewaukee.com 

Sr. Warden  

Hannah Gordon 

sunnyaz18@gmail.com 

Jr. Warden 

Dave Woods 

davewoods2370@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Mike Delmore 

mike_delmore@yahoo.com 

Prayer Requests 

prayer@stbartspewaukee.com 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
ABOUT US 

We’re so glad you’re with us today. We’re a Christian Church: we believe Jesus is our Lord & 

Savior and the Bible is God’s Word for us. We’re an Episcopal Church in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Wisconsin which is part of the Anglican Communion dating back to the first Christians in 

England in the 2nd century A.D. 

Our Mission is helping everyone become who God created them to be. 
 

WELCOME 

If this is your first time here we’d love to say Thanks or answer any questions. You can call/text 

our pastor, Father Joel at (262) 725-2691 or email: pastor@stbartspewaukee.com.  
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

Everything you need today is in this bulletin. Our worship is a “liturgy” with two parts: THE 

WORD OF GOD and THE HOLY COMMUNION which all baptized Christians are welcome 

to receive, including children. 

KIDS 

TONIGHT! Children are always welcome in the Sanctuary for the entire service (we don’t 

mind babies behaving like babies). Or you can feel free to come and go from our Nursery in the 

south hallway as-needed throughout the service."  

On Sundays Children’s Chapel is available for kids Pre-K through Elementary. They will follow 

the Teacher to the classroom in the south hallway at The Collect of the Day. They will return at The 

Peace. 
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Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of 

the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 

pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days 

of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought unto us by this holy Child; and let us 

make glad this place with our carols of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for 

the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within 

this city. 

We pray for Sean our Presiding Bishop, Matthew our own Bishop, and all bishops and other 

ministers, and for all the holy people of God. 

We pray for those in positions of public trust especially Donald our President, Tony our Governor, 

Paul our County Executive, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of 

every person. 

pause and offer your silent prayers for your personal intentions 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the 

poor and helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the 

unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love 

him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.  

 pause and offer your silent prayers for these intentions 

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, 

but upon a another shore and in a greater light, that in the multitude which no one can number, 

whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are 

one. 

pause and offer your silent prayers for those who have died 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven. The Almighty God bless 

us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens 

above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

A Bidding Prayer 
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Song of  Praise: Joy To The World         Blue Hymnal 100 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Opening Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   Blue Hymnal 107 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven's door, and we are blest for evermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; let us our songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

The Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
   (+ = you make the Sign of the Cross: from head to chest and left to right shoulder) 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 



5 

 

The Lesson (please be seated) 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 

we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 

where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

*A short prayer to unify, or “collect”, our intentions for worship. It typically indicates the theme of the day. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

A reading from the Revelation to John (12:1-6) 

A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 

and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the 

agony of giving birth. Then another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven 

heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail swept down a third of the stars of 

heaven and threw them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about to 

bear a child, so that he might devour her child as soon as it was born. And she gave birth to a son, 

a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched away and 

taken to God and to his throne; and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place 

prepared by God, so that there she can be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

The Gradual Hymn*: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night 

Blue Hymnal 94 

Please stand as you are able.  *This is a song to prepare us to hear Jesus’ words. Its ancient name is from the Latin “gradus”, the place it 

was sung in Church. 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around. 
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In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 

saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 

her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

The Gospel (means “Good News”) 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel + of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to Luke + (2:1-20) 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

+ You may make a small + Cross with your thumb over your mind, lips, and heart. 

The Sermon                        Fr. Joel Prather 

Gospeler:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind; 

"Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.” 
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 The Prayers of  the People 

The Reader and People pray responsively 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, let us pray to the Lord.  

Here and after every petition the People respond  

Lord, have mercy.  

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Matthew our Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and 
for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the 
light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For those in positions of public trust especially Donald our President, Tony our Governor, Paul 
our County Executive, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every 
person, we pray to you, O Lord.  

For the first inhabitants of Pewaukee: we honor the Potawatomi people, as well as the Oneida 
people who brought the Episcopal Church to Wisconsin. Help us to be instruments of your peace 
and justice, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Let us pray for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, prisoners, the unemployed, and those 
in any need. Remembering especially those on our prayer list... 

We also pray for our ministry partners: 
• Arlo and Ashtyn's Hope (Canavan's Disease) 
• Fr. Andrew and  Amazing Grace AIDS Ministry (Malawi) 
• Pastor David and Breaking The Chains Church (Felmers O. Cheney Correctional Center, Milwaukee) 
• Joe and Family Promise of Waukesha County (Homelessness) 
• Our Karén Families and their Beautiful Garden 
• Dave, Judy, and the Pewaukee Food Pantry 
• Bishop Daudi and Olivia in Tanzania 
• Bill and our Veterans and Families Groups 
• Sharon and our Waukesha County Affordable Housing Coalition 
...we pray to you, O Lord. 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we 
pray to you, O Lord.  
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The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words of Jesus, but also in the practices of 

the Christian community. As you are comfortable, you are welcome to shake hands when we pass the peace. Please respect those 

that are not comfortable with hand shaking. A simple nod or the peace sign is also a meaningful way to share the peace of 

Christ. 

Announcements 

Be sure to sign-up for our eNews using the Welcome! card in your pew rack or at our website. We also encourage you to follow 

us on our YouTube, Facebook and/or Instagram accounts to stay up-to-date and hit “Share“ to let your friends see what’s 

happening. 

The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Absolution 

The Offertory  (Cash donations will support our ministries in Malawi and Tanzania.) 

God tells us in the Bible, no one should feel pressured about giving (2 Corinthians 9:7). Please be at peace about 

what you choose to do or not to do. The most important offering God wants from us is our life & our hearts. You 

can place an offering in the basket passed by the ushers or in the wooden box marked Donations near the exit of the 

Church. 

 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Bartholomew and all the saints, 
let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God.  

We will observe an extended moment of silent reflection before proceeding. Please feel free to relax and sit down if you prefer. 

Celebrant: For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Offertory Hymn: In The Bleak Midwinter        Blue Hymnal  112 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 
 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 

Advent Doxology 

A doxology is a short hymn of praises to God. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says   

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-

mighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

(The Celebrant reads a Preface of the Lord's Day - a variable portion of the text of our Eucharistic Prayer that 

plays an important role in aligning our worship with the theme of a particular occasion or season.) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Celebrant and People: Sanctus              Blue Hymnal S125 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues: 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold 

or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me. 

"Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death,  We proclaim his resurrection,  We await his coming in glory;  

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
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The Breaking of  the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.* Alleluia 

    (*1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving.  

Fraction Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of  God        Blue Hymnal S164 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with Bartholomew and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 

the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say, 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Praying together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: give us your peace, give us your peace. 
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 Invitation to Spiritual Communion for livestream worshippers - a personal devotional that 

anyone can pray to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

circumstances which prevent them from actually receiving communion. The prayer will be 

displayed on the screen. 

About Communion at St. Bartholomew’s 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us, including children. If this doesn’t describe 
where you’re at, you are invited to come forward for a prayer of blessing which you can indicate by crossing your hands 
over your heart. Or feel free to stay in your seat to pray or reflect.  

Please come to the rail in front of the altar to receive the Bread and Wine. We have Gluten free Communion Bread 
for those who desire it. We use alcoholic wine. Bread will be served to you as you stand or kneel. Small cups of wine 
will be presented to you. Take a cup of wine. As you leave, place the empty cup in the bowl near the end of the first 
pew and return to your seat. Thank you. 

If you need Communion brought to you just let one of our Ushers know.  

Prayer Ministry is offered confidentially during the Eucharist in the side chapel. Let us pray for all those in need; for 
yourself, family, or friends. You may also be anointed with oil for healing as the Bible teaches (James 5:14). We do 
so by making a small sign of the Cross upon one's forehead. All are welcome. 

Communion Hymn 1: O Come, All Ye Faithful     Blue Hymnal 83 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come, and behold him, born the King of angels; 
  

[Refrain] 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
  

God from God, Light from Light eternal, lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

only-begotten Son of the Father;    [Refrain] 
  

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

glory to God, glory in the highest;    [Refrain] 

  

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks, draw nigh to 

gaze; we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;    [Refrain] 
  

Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, we would embrace thee, with love and 

awe; who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?    [Refrain] 
  

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;    [Refrain] 
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 Communion Hymn 2: Go Tell It On The Mountain         Blue Hymnal 99 

[Refrain] 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. [Refrain] 
 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

The Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 

season, scatter the darkness of sin from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father + the Son + and the Holy Spirit + be upon you and remain with you for ever. 

Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

Together:  God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ 

the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.  

The Distribution of the Light of Christ 

Please take a candle from our ushers. Once your candle has been lit please carefully pass the Light of Christ to the 

person next to you and behind you. 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Hymn: Silent Night         Blue Hymnal 111 

Please scan here to support the mission and ministry of St. Bart’s. 

We thank you for your generosity. 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Go In Peace 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS !  

CHRIST  IS  BORN !  GLORIFY  H IM !  
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

That Jesus was born is a fact both of history and revelation. The precise date of his birth, however, 

is not recorded in the Gospels, which are, after all, not biographies, and show little concern for 

those biographical details in which more modern Christians are interested. Such interest began to 

become prominent in the fourth century, together with the development of liturgical observances 

concerning the events of biblical history. 

Scholars have offered various theories about how December 25th came to be selected as the date 

for the liturgical commemoration of the Nativity in the Western Church. An older scholarly view 

suggests that the date, coming as it does at the winter solstice, was already a sacred one, being 

observed by Roman pagans as the festival of the birth of the Unconquerable Sun (dies natalis Solis 

Invicti). This correspondence is noted by some early Christian writers themselves, who see it as a 

fitting parallel, but the pagan celebration was only established in the late third century, and the 

Christian observance of December 25th seems to have even earlier antecedents. 

An alternative explanation calculates the date of Christmas based on the date of Passover and 

Easter. Many early Christian theologians, particularly in North Africa, calculated that the 

Crucifixion had taken place on the 14th of Nisan, which worked out to be March 25th on the 

Roman calendar. This date also became celebrated as the Feast of the Annunciation because of a 

widespread pious belief that Jesus died on the same date that he was conceived, showing how 

deeply interconnected all of the events of salvation history were. December 25th, then, becomes 

the date of Christ’s birth, because it is exactly nine months after the date of his conception. This 

method of calculating also explains the traditional dating in the Eastern church, which historically 

fixed the Nativity on January 6th rather than December 25th. The Eastern church calculated the 

date of both Annunciation and Crucifixion using not the 14th of Nisan, but rather the 14th of 

Artemisios, the first spring month on the Greek calendar. This translates to April 6th on the 

Roman calendar, which is nine months before January 6th. 

The full title of the feast dates from the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer. Prior to that 

revision, the day was known only as “Christmas Day.” The word “Christmas,” which can be traced 

to the twelfth century, is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass.” 

Today, we celebrate: 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 

that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he 

comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.  
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