Part 7 - Acts 9:1-20 (NLT)
We hope you’re ready to learn more about the growth of the early Christian church and the spread
of the Good News of Jesus Christ!

CHECK-IN:
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Get ready for today’s Bible journey by answering and discussing these warm-up questions as a
family or group:
• Have you ever studied butterflies? They go through a complete change (called metamorphosis).
Can you think of ways that people can change? (i.e. change their minds, change their clothes, etc.)

BOARDING:
Open with prayer - take turns or have one person pray for the group. Challenge your family or group
to pray out loud.
• Prayer requests and praises
• Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare your hearts and minds to be changed by God’s Word for Today.

TAKE-OFF:
Read our God’s Word for Today: Acts 9:1-20 (NLT). Be on the lookout for these POIs (Points of Interest)
and don’t forget to add them to your PASSPORT.
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Verses 1-2 - Saul was still on a mission to destroy the new Church by arresting followers of Jesus.
He went to Damascus to find more believers and bring them back to Jerusalem in chains.
Verses 3-4 - But as Saul was still on the way, a bright light shone from heaven. Saul fell to the
ground and heard a voice.
Verse 5 - The voice was Jesus!
Verses 8-9 - After hearing Jesus, Saul was blind for three days.
Verses 17-18 - When Ananias prayed for Saul and layed hands on him, Saul was healed and his sight
was restored!
Verse 20 - Saul immediately began preaching the Good News about Jesus Christ in Damascus.

AT CRUISING ALTITUDE:
In our God’s Word for Today, there are a few important things to notice:
1. Saul was determined to destroy the Church of Jesus Christ by arresting everyone who believed in
Jesus. He even planned to go to other cities outside of Jerusalem to arrest more followers of Jesus
and bring them back to Jerusalem in chains.
2. Saul had his plan BUT God had bigger plans and His plans were more powerful than Saul’s! On the
way to Damascus, a light shone from heaven and Jesus spoke to Saul and asked him why he so
badly wanted to hurt Jesus and His followers. Saul was blind for three days and wouldn’t eat or
drink until Ananias came to pray for him.
3. After Saul could see again, he was a different man. He began preaching the Good News of Jesus!
That’s the power of God’s love for us - it changes us and thanks to Jesus, we can become new
people, new creations in Christ!
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IN-FLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT (Optional Hands-On Activity): “Stained Glass Butterflies”
Supplies: printed butterfly template (attached to lesson), clear contact paper, scissors, colored
tissue paper (the more colors, the better!), string or yarn
Instructions:
Adults: Print the butterfly template and cut it out. Fold it in half and
cut out the middle, leaving a butterfly frame. Cut a piece of contact
paper slightly larger than the butterfly frame. Peel off the protective
paper from the sticky contact paper and carefully place your butterfly frame onto the sticky contact
paper.
Kids: Cut or tear off small pieces of tissue paper in different colors. Arrange inside the butterfly
frame, creating any design you want.
Adults: Cut a second sheet of contact paper, remove the protective paper and place the sticky paper
on top of the butterfly frame and tissue paper. Trim off excess contact paper, cut or punch a hole,
and use yarn or string to hang in a window. Let it remind you of God’s life-changing love!
PASSPORT CHECK:
Our PASSPORT STAMP for this week reminds us of the Apostle Paul, who was formerly known as
Saul, a man who hated Christians and wanted to destroy the Church of Jesus. But the Good
News of Jesus changed Saul into a completely different man. Just like a caterpillar goes
through a complete change to become a butterfly, the life-changing power of God’s love makes
sinners into new creations! Using the provided Passport Pages, draw this week’s PASSPORT STAMP.

“...to the ends of the earth...”

“...to the ends of the earth...”

Part 7 - Acts 9:1-20

Part 8 - Acts 10:1-35, 44-48

(Acts 1:8)

(Draw Passport Stamp)

Saul planned to destroy the Church
by arresting the followers of Jesus.
But on his way to Damascus, Saul’s
plans were destroyed by God’s plans!
After Saul heard Jesus speak to him,
he was a changed man and spent the
rest of his life loving and serving
Jesus.

POIs (Points of Interest):
Verses 1-2 - Saul was still on a mission to destroy the new Church by arresting
followers of Jesus. He went to Damascus to find more believers and bring them
back to Jerusalem in ___________________________________.
Verses 3-4 - But as Saul was still on the way, a bright ______________________________
shone from heaven. Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice.
Verse 5 - The voice was ___________________________________!
Verses 8-9 - After hearing Jesus, Saul was _________________________ for three days.
Verses 17-18 - When Ananias prayed for Saul and layed hands on him, Saul was
___________________________________ and his sight was restored!
Verse 20 - Saul ______________________________________________________ began preaching
the Good News about Jesus Christ in Damascus.

(Acts 1:8)

(Draw Passport Stamp)

Peter had a vision from God that
showed him that God does not play
favorites. God loves all people and
calls all people to believe in His Son,
Jesus, to be saved from their sins.
This is when the Church began to
grow beyond the Jews and went
into all the world!

POIs (Points of Interest):
Verses 1-2 - We are introduced to Cornelius, an important Roman __________________
(soldier) who prays, worships God and cares for the poor.
Verses 3-6 - Cornelius sees an angel who tells him to send for a man named
Simon ______________. The angel tells Cornelius exactly where Peter would be found.
Verses 9-16 - Peter sees a vision telling him to kill and eat ___________________________
that Jewish people were commanded by God to not eat.
Verses 28 & 34 - Peter understands that his vision meant that God does not show
_______________________________________________ and calls all people (not just the Jewish
people) to believe in Jesus and be saved from their sins.
Verses 44-48 - After Peter tells Cornelius and everyone gathered in his house the
Good News of Jesus Christ, they believed in Jesus and the power of the
____________________ ____________________________ filled them and gave them the abilities
to speak in other languages. Then they were all baptized in the name of Jesus.

