
Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Hold up a Bible. Today our Bible story tells how God helped his people cross a 
ELJ�ULYHU��$�ULYHU�LV�D�VWUHDP�RI�ZDWHU�WKDW�ȵRZV�IURP�RQH�SODFH�WR�DQRWKHU��'R�
this with me!

 O 3UHWHQG�\RXU�KDQGV�DUH�D�ULYHU�DQG�ZLJJOH�\RXU�ȴQJHUV�DV�\RX�VZHHS�\RXU�
hands in front of you like moving water. 

God helped his people be brave, and God helps us be brave, too. (We’re brave!) 
Let’s begin by talking about times we’ve had to be brave.

 O Get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with Connect Crews. 

 ! Who helps you when you feel scared? How do they help you? Invite Crew 
*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

God’s people, the Israelites, were on a journey. They had to be brave all along 
their long trip, and God helped them. Let’s pretend we’re on a journey, too. Do 
what I do! 

 O Pretend to pack a backpack.

 O Pretend to put on a backpack.

 O Stand up and get ready to go.

 O $VN�LI�HYHU\RQH�LV�UHDG\�WR�JR�RQ�D�EUDYH�MRXUQH\�

 O God helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) 

One morning the Israelites’ leader, Joshua, told everyone, “Get up!” and he led 
them to a big river called the Jordan. They set up camp there. Let’s pretend to 
be the Israelites.

 O 3ODFH�D�EOXH�SODVWLF�WDEOHFORWK�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RXU�JURXS�

 O Together pretend to set up tents.

 O Explain that the Israelites stayed by the river for three days, and have 
everyone pretend to sleep and wake up three times.

After three days, God told Joshua to have all the people get ready to travel 
again. Joshua told some important people called priests to hold the Ark of 
the Covenant, which was a very special big box that had important things in 
it, like God’s special rules. God said as soon as the priests’ feet touched the 
-RUGDQ�5LYHU��WKH�ZDWHU�ZRXOG�VWRS�ȵRZLQJ�XSVWUHDP�DQG�HYHU\RQH�FRXOG�
cross on dry ground! 

Read aloud Joshua 3:15-16.

Supplies

•  Bible

• “The Israelites Cross 
the Jordan River”   
Bible Story poster

• blue plastic 
tablecloth

• tissue paper 
crumpled into balls  
(1 per person)

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply gather kids in a 
cozy circle around you. 
If you have helpers, 
form smaller groups 
so each child can be 
known—and so kids 
can befriend your 
helpers, too! 

Read the verses 
from the Bible. 

You’re showing kids 
that God’s Word is 
special. And don’t 
worry; we’ve kept the 
verses short for young 
attention spans.
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Wow! Let’s do something to help us think about what happened.

 O Choose two kids to stand side by side, hold out their arms, and pretend to 
hold a big box in front of them, representing the Ark of the Covenant. Lead 
them to walk to the edge of the blue tablecloth and touch their toes to it.

 O +DYH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�SXOO�WKH�WDEOHFORWK�R�WKH�ȵRRU�DQG�KROG�LW�XS�RQ�RQH�VLGH�
of the kids, higher and higher like a wall of water.  

 O Signal the kids pretending to hold the Ark of the Covenant to move halfway 
through the “river.”

 O Have the rest of the kids walk past the kids holding the “Ark” and across to the 
other side. 

 O Have all the kids sit on the other side of the river, except the two kids holding 
the “Ark.”

Yikes! Walking across a big river must have been a little scary. The people had 
to be brave, but thankfully God helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) All the people 
walked across on dry ground.

God had one person from each family get a rock from the river and bring it 
back to the people.

 O 3XW�WLVVXH�SDSHU�ȊURFNVȋ�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�ZKHUH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZDONHG�DFURVV��

 O Invite all the kids, except those holding the “Ark,” to retrieve tissue-paper 
“rocks” and take them back to their Crews. 

 O After kids have gathered rocks, invite the kids pretending to hold the Ark to 
MRLQ�HYHU\RQH��

 O Have Crew Guides holding up the water wall put it back in place so it looks 
OLNH�D�ȵRZLQJ�ULYHU�

After the people who were holding the special box left the river, the water 
ȵRZHG�EDFN�LQWR�SODFH��$QG�*RG�WROG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�PDNH�D�PHPRULDO�WR�
remember what he did. A memorial is kind of like a statue that reminds 
people of something every time they look at it. They made a memorial out of 
rocks. Let’s make a memorial to remember what God did.

 O Show the Bible Story poster. 

 O Lead kids to pile their tissue-paper rocks.
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Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one 
RU�PRUH�WKDW�ȴW�\RXU�WLPH�IUDPH�WR�VXSSRUW�WRGD\ȇV�
Bible discoveries before the closing Goodbye Circle. 

Let’s read what Joshua said to the people after they built a memorial to 
remember all God had done.

Read aloud Joshua 4:21-24.

The memorial reminded God’s people that God helped them bravely cross 
the Jordan River and go to their new home. It also reminded them that God is 
powerful and he uses his power to help his people. 

 ! What’s something you remember that God has done for you? Share  
a simple example from your own life, then invite responses from the  
whole group. 

We can remember all the times God has helped us be brave. (We’re brave!) And 
after we remember, we can thank him! Let’s pray and thank God. I’ll say a 
line, and then you say, “Thank you, God!” Have kids practice saying, “Thank you, 
God,” then begin this prayer. 

God, you helped me be brave when Mom and Dad were away. (Thank you, God!)
God, you helped me be brave when I ate something new! (Thank you, God!) 
God, you helped me be brave when I couldn’t fall asleep one night.  
(Thank you, God!)
God, you helped me be brave when I went to a new place. (Thank you, God!) 
Amen. 
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Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone  
can hear. 


