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Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Have Crew Guides each discreetly hide one of their 13 craft sticks nearby. Hold 
up a Bible. Our Bible story today tells about a family who was really hungry. 
Everyone around was hungry because there just wasn’t enough food. And this 
family had 12 brothers and a dad named Jacob. That was a lot of mouths to 
feed! Do this with me.

 O Get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with Connect Crews.

 O Rub tummies, as if hungry.

 O 7RJHWKHU��FRXQW�WKH�IDPLO\�E\�FRXQWLQJ����FUDIW�VWLFNV��GDG�ȴUVW�

 O 7RJHWKHU��FRXQW�DJDLQ�WR�FRQȴUP�RQH�EURWKHU�LV�PLVVLQJ�

One of the 12 brothers wasn’t with his family—and he hadn’t been with them 
IRU�\HDUV�DQG�\HDUV��:HȇOO�VRRQ�ȴQG�RXW�ZKHUH�KH�KDG�EHHQ�DOO�WKDW�WLPH��%XW�
let’s get back to the hungry family. Let’s read what the dad, Jacob, told his 
sons to do. 

Read aloud Genesis 42:1-2.

Jacob, the dad, knew of a faraway place where they could buy some food, so 
Jacob sent his sons there. But he kept his youngest son, Benjamin, at home. 
Let’s act this out with our craft sticks. 

 O Set down two craft sticks to represent Jacob and Benjamin. Distribute the 
remaining 10 craft stick “sons” to kids.

 O Together, count the brothers who traveled to Egypt.

 O Pat legs, varying speeds to show a long journey.

Finally the sons arrived in the faraway place called Egypt. Egypt’s leader was 
holding all the food. So the 10 brothers went to buy food from him. But guess 
what? The leader was their long-lost brother! The brothers didn’t recognize 
their brother, Joseph, but Joseph recognized them.

 O Have Crew Guides reveal the hidden craft stick that represents Joseph.

 O In Connect Crews, draw a face on the craft stick and invite a child or two to 
DGG�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�PLJKWȇYH�PDGH�-RVHSK�ORRN�GLHUHQW�WKDQ�WKH�EURWKHUV�
remembered, such as longer hair, a beard, wrinkles, and so on. 

I wonder how Joseph felt when he saw his long-lost family? His brothers had 
been so mean to him. They were the ones who made Joseph leave home in 
WKH�ȴUVW�SODFH��-RVHSK�ZHQW�WKURXJK�VRPH�UHDOO\�KDUG�WLPHV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHP��
But God is good �QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��, and God had a plan. Let’s talk in our Connect 
Crews. 

 ! Tell about a time someone did something mean to you. Invite Crew 
*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

Supplies

•  Bible

• “Joseph Forgives His 
Brothers” Bible Story 
poster

• craft sticks  
(13 per Crew)

• markers (1 per Crew)

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply gather kids in a 
cozy circle around you. 
If you have helpers, 
form smaller groups 
so each child can be 
known—and so kids 
can befriend your 
helpers, too! 

Read the verses 
from the Bible. 

You’re showing kids 
that God’s Word is 
special. Don’t worry—
we’ve kept the verses 
short for young 
attention spans.
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Show the Bible Story poster.�$W�ȴUVW��-RVHSK�DFWHG�DQJU\�ZLWK�KLV�EURWKHUVȃKH�
called them “spies.” Then he acted like they were robbers. But they weren’t 
spies or robbers.

Joseph wasn’t ready to tell his brothers who he was just yet. And Joseph 
noticed his youngest brother, Benjamin, wasn’t there. So Joseph sent his 
brothers all the way home to bring back Benjamin. Act out the journey  
with me.

 O Pat legs in varying speeds to show a long journey.

 O Pretend family members are talking to one another.

 O Make the Jacob craft stick shake his head “no.”

The dad didn’t want Benjamin to go. Let’s read what he said. 

Read aloud Genesis 42:38.

Jacob was worried something bad would happen to his youngest son, and he’d 
DOUHDG\�ORVW�-RVHSK��+H�ZDV�QHUYRXV��%XW�ȴQDOO\�WKH�GDG�OHW�KLV�\RXQJHVW�VRQ�
go with his brothers to Egypt to get food. 

 ! Tell about a time you did something even though you were nervous. 
Share an example from your own life, then invite a few responses from the 
whole group. 

 O Even though he was nervous, Jacob said Benjamin could go. 

 O Give one child the craft stick representing the youngest brother, Benjamin.

 O Pat legs to show the journey back to Egypt, slower this time because  
they’re tired.

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone can 
hear. 
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Now’s a great 
time for Apply-It 
Options. Choose 
RQH�RU�PRUH�WKDW�ȴW�
your time frame to 
support today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
closing Goodbye Circle.

When Joseph’s brothers arrived back in Egypt, Joseph invited them to a special 
dinner. Joseph was upset, and he couldn’t hide who he was for one more 
minute!

Read aloud Genesis 45:1-3.

-RVHSKȇV�EURWKHUV�FRXOGQȇW�EHOLHYH�LW�DW�ȴUVW��EXW�WKHQ�WKH\�ORRNHG�FORVHO\�DQG�
saw that it was their brother! 

 O Have Connect Crews gather all the brother craft sticks close to the Joseph 
craft stick. 

/HWȇV�UHDG�ZKDW�-RVHSK�VDLG�QH[W��

Read aloud Genesis 45:7-9.

The older brothers were scared because they thought they were in big trouble 
for what they had done to Joseph. But Joseph forgave them! Let’s talk in our 
Connect Crews again. 

 O Get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with Connect Crews.

 ! Tell about a time you forgave someone.�ΖQYLWH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

God is good��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��. He helped Joseph forgive his brothers. And God 
brought the whole family back together. 

 O Gather all the craft sticks, and hold them together for a “family hug.”

 O Pass the “family hug” around the Crew.

 O Have your own group hug in Crews.

God is good �QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��. It was because Joseph went through the hard 
times that he ended up being in charge of all that food. God had a plan to 
provide what they all needed, and he brought Joseph and his family back 
together. God had a plan all along. God is good �QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��. 

 O Cheer for God’s plan.

 O Pretend to eat and become full.


