
Bible Discovery
Hold up the Bible. Surprise! Today our Bible story tells about the day Jesus was 
born. We celebrate this story at Christmas, and we’ll celebrate Jesus’ birth 
here today! 

 O Choose a fun Christmas song like “Jingle Bells” and sing a few lines together. 

 O Have everyone pretend to decorate a Christmas tree. Add lights, ornaments, 
and an angel on top. 

 O We place an angel on Christmas trees to remember the angels who told 
people the good news that Jesus was born. Let’s start reading the story 
in the Bible.

Read aloud Luke 2:8.

A shepherd’s job is to take care of sheep. Let’s all pretend to be shepherds. 
%XW�ȴUVW��\RX�QHHG�VKHHS��

 O 'LVWULEXWH�FRWWRQ�EDOOV�WR�&UHZ�*XLGHV��

 O &UHZ�*XLGHV�JLYH�HDFK�FKLOG�D�FRWWRQ�EDOO�ȊVKHHS�ȋ

 O Have kids baa like sheep as they receive cotton balls. 

 O Tell kids it’s their job to take care of the cotton ball sheep while you tell the 
Bible story. 

 O (QFRXUDJH�HYHU\RQH�WR�JHQWO\�KROG�WKH�FRWWRQ�EDOO�LQ�D�FORVHG�ȴVW��

Thanks for taking good care of your sheep, shepherds. Shepherds had to stay 
LQ�WKH�ȴHOGV�ZLWK�WKHLU�VKHHS��0D\EH�WKH\�IHOW�ORQHO\�VRPHWLPHV��(YHU\RQH�
else was at home with their families while the shepherds were alone with 
their sheep. 

 O *HW�FRPI\�DQG�VLW�LQ�D�NQHH�WR�NQHH�FLUFOH�ZLWK�&RQQHFW�&UHZV� 

 ! When have you felt alone? %ULHȵ\�VKDUH�DQ�DQVZHU�IURP�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH��

 O &UHZ�*XLGHV�JLYH�WKXPEV�XS�ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�KDV�VKDUHG�

We all feel alone sometimes and like we’re on our own. Shepherds, pretend 
ZHȇUH�RXWVLGH�LQ�DQ�RSHQ�ȴHOG��/HWȇV�DOO�WDNH�RXU�VKHHS�DQG�VSUHDG�RXW�VR�ZH�
aren’t close to anyone else. 

 O Spread out around the room so everyone’s at least an arm’s length away from 
friends. 

 O Have everyone check on their sheep and hold them in their other hand for a 
bit.

 O Let’s read about who came to visit the shepherds. 

Read aloud Luke 2:9.

Supplies

•  Bible

• “Shepherds Hear 
About Jesus’ Birth”  
Bible Story poster

• cotton balls  
(1 per child)

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply gather kids in a 
cozy circle around you. 
If you have helpers, 
form smaller groups 
so each child can be 
known—and so kids 
can befriend your 
helpers, too! 

Read the verse 
from the Bible. 

You’re showing kids 
that God’s Word is 
special. Don’t worry—
we’ve kept the verses 
short for young 
attention spans.

83



The shepherds saw a bright light and angels sent from God! 

 O Show the Bible Story poster. 

 O Have everyone make surprised faces and hold their sheep close to their 
hearts to protect them. 

 O But the angels had good news. Listen! 

Read aloud Luke 2:10-12.

Jesus was born! And the shepherds—people who were usually alone and left 
RXWȃZHUH�WKH�ȴUVW�WR�KHDU�DERXW�LW��Jesus loves everyone. (Thank you, Jesus!) 
(YHQ�VKHSKHUGV��7KH�VKHSKHUGV�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�LQWR�WKH�WRZQ�DQG�ȴQG�EDE\�
Jesus. Let’s go, too! 

 O +DYH�HYHU\RQH�SXW�WKHLU�VKHHS�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�WR�VOHHS��

 O *DWKHU�HYHU\RQH�WRJHWKHU��DQG�KXUU\�WR�DQRWKHU�SODFH�LQ�\RXU�URRP��

 O Pretend to see the baby, and ask if anyone wants to hold him. 

 O 3DVV�D�SUHWHQG�EDE\�WR�GL΍HUHQW�NLGV�WR�ȊKROG�ȋ

 O Babies are so cute. And this baby was extra special. He’s our friend Jesus. 
/HWȇV�ȴQG�RXW�ZKDW�WKH�VKHSKHUGV�GLG�ZKHQ�WKH\�PHW�KLP��

Read aloud Luke 2:16-20.

The shepherds were happy to be invited to see baby Jesus. God picked them 
WR�VHH�-HVXV�ȴUVW�HYHQ�WKRXJK�VRPH�SHRSOH�WKRXJKW�VKHSKHUGV�ZHUHQȇW�
very important. But they were! Jesus loves everyone! (Thank you, Jesus!) The 
shepherds told people the good news—Jesus was here! 

 O Invite everyone to go back to their cotton ball sheep. 

 O Have everyone tell the sheep, “Jesus is born!” 

 O Have everyone baa with excitement.

 O Have everyone rush around the room shouting, “Jesus is born!” 

 ! What good news has someone told you? Invite a few responses from the 
whole group. 

Good news makes me happy! After hearing about Jesus’ birth, maybe the 
shepherds didn’t feel so lonely anymore. We don’t have to feel lonely either, 
because our friend Jesus is always with us. And he always loves us. Jesus 
loves everyone! (Thank you, Jesus!) Let’s put our sheep in their pen for the 
night. 

 O Have everyone tell the sheep goodnight.

 O &UHZ�*XLGHV�FROOHFW�FRWWRQ�EDOOV�DQG�SXW�WKHP�DOO�LQ�RQH�SODFH�WRJHWKHU�

 

Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one 
RU�PRUH�WKDW�ȴW�\RXU�WLPH�IUDPH�WR�VXSSRUW�WRGD\ȇV�
Bible discoveries before the closing Goodbye Circle. 

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone can 
hear. 
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