
Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Hold up a Bible. Today our Bible story tells about one big way Jesus rescues us. 
(Yay, Jesus!) 

 O Have everyone get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect 
Crews.

 ! Tell about a hero or rescuer you’ve seen in a book or in a movie. Invite 
&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

Some heroes are pretend, and others are real. Let’s act out some ways real-
life people rescue. Do this with me. 

 O Pretend to climb a ladder to save a scared cat from a tree.

 O 3UHWHQG�WR�KROG�D�ȴUH�KRVH�WR�SXW�RXW�D�ȴUH�LQ�D�KRXVH�

 O Pretend to toss a rope and pull it up to rescue someone stuck down below.

Rescuers save people from danger. Jesus rescues us, too. (Yay, Jesus!) Jesus is 
the greatest rescuer of all. In today’s Bible story, Jesus was in some danger 
himself. He had been arrested even though he never did anything wrong.

 ! Tell about a time you got in trouble for something you didn’t do.

 O Take a few kids’ answers.

Our Bible story takes place near the town of Jerusalem. Jesus and two 
criminals were taken to a hill outside of town.  

 O Have everyone move to a far corner of your room. 

 O Set out the three chairs.

 O Invite Crews to sit in front of the chairs. 

The people in charge had decided that Jesus and the criminals should die. The 
criminals were “bad guys” who had broken the law. But Jesus, God’s Son, was 
a “good guy.” Actually, he was the best guy! Jesus had never done anything 
wrong. Still, the soldiers put him on a wooden cross to die. It was very sad.

 O Sit in the center chair, and explain that Jesus was in the middle. 

And they put the two criminals on crosses, too. 

 O Move to each of the other chairs, explaining that the two criminals were on 
each side of Jesus.

 O Count the chairs aloud with the kids. 

Jesus could have been mad and upset. He wasn’t a bad guy! He was God’s 
perfect Son who only loved people. But Jesus wasn’t mad. Let’s read what he 
said when he was on the cross. 

Read aloud Luke 23:34a.

Supplies  

•  Bible

• “Jesus Forgives the 
Thief on the Cross” 
Bible Story poster

• 3 chairs

• 2 drawings on 
separate pieces of 
paper: 1 smiley face 
and 1 frowning face

• half sheets of paper 
(1 per person)

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply gather kids in a 
cozy circle around you. 
If you have helpers, 
form smaller groups 
so each child can be 
known—and so kids 
can befriend your 
helpers, too! 

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone can 
hear. 

Read the verse 
from the Bible. 

You’re showing kids 
that God’s Word is 
special. Don’t worry—
we’ve kept the verses 
short for young 
attention spans.
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Wow! Jesus asked God to forgive the mean people who were hurting him. 
When we forgive someone, we let go of our anger and choose to love instead. 
Let’s talk about forgiveness in our Connect Crews. 

 O Have Crews return to their knee-to-knee circles. 

 ! Tell about a time someone forgave you or a time you forgave. Invite Crew 
*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

Jesus asked God to forgive the people who were hurting him. What was 
happening to Jesus was wrong. People weren’t nice to Jesus. They even put up 
a sign to make fun of him, and the soldiers stole his clothes. But Jesus wasn’t 
mad and didn’t yell. He was loving and forgiving. 

 O Have everyone give themselves a hug and think of Jesus’ love. 

One of the criminals made fun of Jesus, too. He said, “If you’re really God’s 
special Son, get down from that cross and save me, too.”

 O Place the paper with the frowning face on one of the outside chairs.

 O +DYH�NLGV�IURZQ��FURVV�WKHLU�DUPV�GHȴDQWO\��DQG�WXUQ�WKHLU�EDFNV�RQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
chair. 

%XW�WKH�RWKHU�FULPLQDO�ZDV�GLHUHQW��+H�GLGQȇW�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�-HVXV��+H�NQHZ�
he needed Jesus’ help. He scolded the other bad guy and said, “We deserve to 
be punished, but Jesus hasn’t done anything wrong.” This criminal wanted to 
be friends with Jesus. He wanted forgiveness for the wrong things he’d done. 
So he turned to Jesus. 

 O Have kids turn toward the chairs again.

 O Place the paper with the smiley face on the other outside chair.

 O Have kids smile and reach a hand toward the middle chair as if reaching to 
hold Jesus’ hand.

Let’s read to see what this criminal said to Jesus. 

Read aloud Luke 23:42-43.

Show the Bible Story poster. Jesus and the other bad guy were talking. This 
criminal asked Jesus for forgiveness, and Jesus gave it to him. He let the man 
know that they’d be forever friends. Death wouldn’t be the end. They’d be 
together in heaven! When Jesus looked at him, he didn’t see a “bad guy.” He 
saw a friend! Jesus rescued him, and Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) 

Jesus wants to be our forever friend, too. When we believe Jesus is God’s Son 
and ask for Jesus’ help, he’ll forgive all the wrong things we’ll ever do. Jesus 
rescues us! (Yay, Jesus!) 

 O Pray, thanking Jesus for rescuing us.
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Now’s a great 
time for Apply-It 
Options. Choose 
RQH�RU�PRUH�WKDW�ȴW�
your time frame to 
support today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
closing Goodbye Circle. 

Jesus died on the cross, and it was very sad. Even though it was daytime, it 
became dark outside. And then a special curtain in God’s special church, the 
Temple, tore right down the middle. The curtain ripping might seem strange, 
but it’s important. Do something with me to think about it.

 O Give everyone a half sheet of paper. 

 O Before Jesus died, only certain special people could spend time with 
God. And they had to go behind the big special curtain in the church. 
Let’s circle up in your Connect Crews and do something together.  

 O Hold up your paper between yourself and your neighbor like you’re 
blocking that person. 

 O :DLW�DV�HYHU\RQH�KROGV�WKHLU�KDQGV�KLJK��DV�LI�LQ�IUR]HQ�KLJK�ȴYHV��ZLWK�WKH�
papers sandwiched between hands.

 O When Jesus died, the big curtain ripped. Rip your paper. Jesus made a way 
for everyone to be with God all the time! 

 O Have everyone rip their papers and then hold hands freely around the circle. 

That’s one way Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) When he died, he made it so we 
can be best friends with God. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. No way! Jesus is the 
best hero ever. The good news is, Jesus came back to life a few days later. He 
beat death! Jesus is the greatest rescuer of all!

 O Lead kids in cheering.

 O Have everyone rip paper into smaller pieces and throw them in the air like 
confetti.

       Je!u! Fo"g#v$s %h$      Th#e& o' t(e Cr)s!                 Lu!e 23:32
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