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Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
God is patient. (Thanks, God!) That means he doesn’t get so mad that he 
doesn’t want to be our friend anymore. Instead, he loves us and helps us obey 
his directions. 

 O Get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with Connect Crews.

 ! Tell about a time this week you were patient with a friend or 
family member.  

Hold up a Bible. The Bible tells us about a time God was patient with his 
people, the Israelites. The Israelites asked God for help because there were 
some people who were being mean to the Israelites; they were called the 
Midianites. They weren’t nice at all! Do this with me.

 O Make a mean face to show the Midianites. 

 O Make a scared face to show the Israelites.  

The Israelites were scared of the Midianites. Even though the Israelites 
had forgotten about God and gotten themselves into this mess with the 
Midianites, God said he’d help his people. So he asked Gideon to be their 
leader. Do this with me. 

 O Gideon gathered a large army. Make a line and be “Gideon” as you lead 
everyone marching around the room one time.

 O Gideon led his army to camp near the Midianites. March to tables and 
work together to cover them with bedsheets to make tents.

 O Gather inside the tents.

Let’s read what happened while the army camped. 

Read aloud Judges 7:2-3.

God said, “Your army is too big. If people are scared, send them home.” 

 O Invite some of the group to move out of the tents.

Let’s read what God told Gideon next. 

Read aloud Judges 7:4.

After Gideon sent home all the men who were scared, God said, “There’s still 
too many people here.” 

 O Invite more people to leave the tents, leaving only a few kids. Then lead 
everyone out of the tents. Bring a bedsheet with you to make a “stream.” 
Gather everyone around the stream. 

 O Some people sipped water with their hands. Have everyone pretend to 
scoop and drink water from their hands. 

 O Some people lapped up the water with their tongues like a dog! Have 
everyone pretend to lap water like a dog. 

Supplies

•  Bible

• “Gideon Leads God’s 
People” Bible Story 
poster

• bedsheets

• tables

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply gather kids in a 
cozy circle around you. 
If you have helpers, 
form smaller groups 
so each child can be 
known—and so kids 
can befriend your 
helpers, too! 

Read the verses 
from the Bible. 

You’re showing kids 
that God’s Word is 
special. And don’t 
worry; we’ve kept the 
verses short for young 
attention spans.
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Repeat, repeat! Feel 
free do activities more 
than once. You’ll give 
kids time to catch on 
and jump in.

God sorted the men based on how they drank. People who sipped from their 
hands went over there. Point one way. And people who lapped from the stream 
went over there. Point another way. The people who sipped from their hands 
would stay, and the others would go. 

 O Imagine some people are leaving the stream area and have everyone 
wave goodbye. 

The Israelites may have thought they needed a big army to win against the 
Midianites. Maybe they forgot how powerful God is and thought they needed 
to win by themselves. But God was patient with them. God would win the 
battle for them! God is patient with us, too. (Thanks, God!) 

God was patient with the Israelites when they tried to win the battle with a 
big army. God brought the Israelite army down to only 300 men. He wanted 
everyone to know that they would win because of his power, not because of a 
big army.

 ! What kinds of things do you think God is powerful enough to do?

 O Invite a few responses from the whole group.

Gideon knew God was powerful enough to help the Israelites. Gideon told the 
Israelites to circle around the camp. He gave each person a horn and a clay 
MDU�ZLWK�D�WRUFK�LQ�LW��ΖQ�%LEOH�WLPHV��D�WRUFK�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�KHOG�ȴUH�VR�
people could see in the dark. Do this with me! 

 O Tiptoe quietly as you gather in a big circle, imagining you’re surrounding the 
Midianite camp. 

 O Pretend to hold a horn in one hand and make a quiet horn sound, then 
encourage kids to be sneaky and quiet again. 

 O Pretend to hold a jar with a torch in the other hand. Hold it up and call out 
things the light helps you see, like trees, tents, and the Midianite camp. 

Let’s read what Gideon told them to do next. 

Read aloud Judges 7:17-18. 

The Lord is another name for God. It was God’s job to win the battle. Show 
the Bible Story poster, and point out Gideon, the horn, the torch, and the scared 
Midianites. Let’s follow Gideon’s instructions now.

 O Blow pretend horns loudly! 

 O Say “Smash!” and pretend to throw a jar on the ground with one hand and 
hold up a torch with another.

 O Shout, “For the Lord and for Gideon!” 

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure 
to summarize what 
kids say so everyone  
can hear.  
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Now’s a great 
time for Apply-It 
Options. Choose 
RQH�RU�PRUH�WKDW�ȴW�
your time frame to 
support today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
closing Goodbye Circle.

Now it was the Midianites’ turn to be scared. They were so scared they ran 
LQ�DOO�GLHUHQW�GLUHFWLRQV��DQG�VRPH�HYHQ�UDQ�DZD\��7KH�ΖVUDHOLWHV�ZRQ�WKH�
battle! Well, actually, God won the battle for them. Now the Israelites could 
live in peace for a while. God helped them. God was patient as they learned to 
trust and follow him. And God is patient with us, too. (Thanks, God!) Let’s talk 
in our Connect Crews. 

 ! When are you thankful God is patient with you? Invite Crew Guides to 
VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

God is patient. (Thanks, God!) God loves us, and he’ll help us when we get 
ourselves into trouble. Do this with me. 

When we disobey, (shake head “no”) 
God is patient. (Thanks, God!)
When we go our own way, (march in place) 
God is patient. (Thanks, God!)  
When we ask for God’s help, (fold hands in prayer) 
God is patient. (Thanks, God!)
C’mon, everybody, (motion “Come!”) 
Tell that God is patient. (Thanks, God!)


