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•The Bible covers a 
period of time ranging 
from Adam (4,000 B.C.) 
to John the Apostle (95 
A.D.) 
•The earliest known 
book, Job, was written 
in approximately the 
1900’s B.C. 
•The Old Testament 
has 28 different 
authors & the New 
Testament has 9 
different authors that 
we know of (the 
authorship of some 
books is not known for 
sure) 

Therefore, the Bible is 
a compilation of 66 
different writings 
written by nearly 40 
different authors over a 
period of 2,000 years, 
covering over 4,000 
years of human 
history…and yet it tells 
one consistent story of 
God’s interaction with 
mankind 

We believe that every 
writer of the Bible was divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the 
inerrant Word of God. We also believe that the entire Bible is the 
revelation of Jesus Christ and points us to Him. 
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The Law (A.K.A. The Books of Moses) 
Genesis through Deuteronomy 

The books of the Law, known as the Torah in Hebrew, were written almost entirely by 
Moses.

• Moses lived from approximately 1525 B.C. to 1405 B.C.


• He was the last human to live to 120 years old

• The first 40 years of his life were spent in the palace of Pharaoh

• The second 40 years of his life were spent in exile in the desert

• The third 40 years of his life were spent leading the nation of Israel in the 

wilderness

• The book of Genesis took place entirely before Moses was born. He wrote it from 

Jewish history that was handed down to him as well as from revelation from God.

• The end of Deuteronomy was probably finished by Joshua after Moses died.


Genesis 
• God created everything in the world, including making mankind in His image to 

have a special relationship with Him

• Humans were infected with a sin nature and God needed a way to redeem mankind 

back to Himself

• God begins His plan of redemption by establishing the first covenant (now known 

as the Old Covenant) with Abraham

• This covenant included that Abraham would be the father of God’s people, his 

descendants would be too numerous to count, that God would always be with 
Abraham and his descendants, and that the land where Abraham was dwelling 
(the Promised Land) would belong to God’s people


• Genesis tells the story of the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob) who would be 
the fathers of the nation of Israel


• Out of the nation of Israel, God would eventually fulfill His plan of bringing a 
savior to the world


Exodus 
• Moses is raised up by God as a prophet and leader of the nation of Israel

• Moses leads the nation of Israel out of slavery in Egypt and toward the Promised 

Land

• Moses begins to receive the Law from God on Mt Sinai and share it with the 

people, including the Ten Commandments

• Moses receives the plan from God for the tabernacle (the dwelling place of God) 

and the Israelites construct it
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Leviticus 
• Through Moses, God puts a Law into place as a temporary form of redemption for 

Israel until the savior would come

• This Law includes a system of sacrifices to atone for sin, annual feasts for the 

people to celebrate, rules for the people to live according to God’s standards, and 
special ceremonial rules that only applied to the Israelites


Numbers 
• The book is called Numbers because a census is taken two different times as the 

people prepare for war.

• Numbers tells the story of Moses leading the Israelites as they wander in the 

wilderness for forty years. 

• Everyone who was twenty years old or older when they left Egypt was 

condemned to die in the wilderness because they believed the negative report 
of the ten spies.


• The two spies that gave the positive report (Joshua and Caleb) along with the 
younger generation would be the ones that entered the Promised Land.


Deuteronomy 
• Deuteronomy is a collection of Moses’ sermons that recaps everything that 

happened during the 40 years in the wilderness.

• Moses wants to make sure that the next generation of Israelites understands 

their history, who God is, and why the Law is so important

• Shortly before his death, Moses ordains Joshua as the new leader of the Israelites.

• Deuteronomy ends with the next generation of Israelites camped east of the Jordan 

River ready to enter the Promised Land.
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The History Books 
Joshua through Esther 

Joshua 
• Written by Joshua: a prophet, military general, and leader of the nation of Israel


• The book spans approximately 25 years from 1405 B.C. to 1380 B.C.

• Joshua leads the Israelites across the Jordan River and in the conquest of Canaan 

to possess the Promised Land

• The Promised Land is divided up among the twelve tribes of Israel


Judges & Ruth 
• Judges & Ruth were most likely written by the prophet Samuel

• Judges covers a period of almost 300 years from the death of Joshua until the birth 

of Samuel (approximately 1380 B.C. to 1120 B.C.) 

• Israel goes through a consistent pattern of falling away from God, suffering the 

consequences, being delivered by a “Judge,” and then returning to God

• Ruth takes place during the period of the Judges


• Ruth tells the story of a pagan woman from Moab who, through her 
commitment and faithfulness to her Israelite mother-in-law, came to know 
God, experienced redemption, and became a part of God’s plan to bring a 
savior to the world.


1st & 2nd Samuel 
• While both of these books have Samuel’s name on them, the prophet actually died 

during chapter 25 of 1st Samuel

• Therefore, 1st Samuel 1-24 was probably written by Samuel

• The rest of 1st Samuel and all of 2nd Samuel were compiled from writings by 

the prophets Nathan and Gad

• 1st Samuel takes place from 1120 B.C. to 1010 B.C.


• This book covers the life and death of Samuel, the rise and fall of Saul as the 
first king of Israel, the anointing of David, and the adventures of David as King 
Saul’s young rival


• Interestingly, Israel becomes a monarchy even though it wasn’t God’s best for 
them.


• 2nd Samuel takes place from 1010 B.C. to 970 B.C.

• This books covers the kingdom of Israel flourishing during the 40 year reign of 

King David

• King David suffered much turmoil in the later years of his reign, most of it 

being his own fault; but still experienced the favor and forgiveness of God.
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Kings (1st & 2nd) & Chronicles (1st & 2nd) 
• No one knows for sure who wrote the books of Kings & Chronicles. They cover 

such large periods of time that the writings of several people were most likely 
compiled into these books (some scholars believe Ezra compiled them after the 
exile). 


• King David’s son, Solomon, becomes king after his death. Under Solomon, the 
kingdom of Israel experiences wealth, influence, and power like the world has 
never known before.


• The kingdom is divided by a civil war once Solomon’s son becomes the king

• The Northern Kingdom becomes known as Israel, makes its capital Samaria, 

and has 20 kings in its history. All of them abandoned God and led the people 
astray.


• The Northern Kingdom is conquered by the Assyrian Empire in 723 B.C. 
and the people are taken into captivity.


• The Southern Kingdom becomes known as Judah, maintains Jerusalem as its 
capital, and has 19 kings and 1 queen in its history. While 12 of them 
abandoned God, 8 of them loved God and restored the people back to God.


• The Southern Kingdom is conquered by the Babylonian Empire in 586 
B.C. and the people are taken into captivity. (See the Major Prophets 
section for more details on the conquest & captivity of Judah)


• 1st Kings takes place from 970 B.C. to 853 B.C.

• It covers the reign of 40 year reign of Solomon, the civil war under Rehoboam, 

and the next 80 years of the divided kingdoms.

• We also are introduced to the prophet Elijah and his ministry.


• 2nd Kings continues the story from 853 B.C. until the destruction of Jerusalem in 
586 B.C. It also finishes with a brief epilogue that takes place in 560 B.C.


• Elijah give his mantle to Elisha and we experience Elisha’s ministry

• 2nd Kings is also the time period where we have the first writings of the 

prophets (Isaiah, Amos, Hosea, Joel, Micah, Nahum, Habbakuk, Zephaniah, & 
Jeremiah).


• 1st Chronicles overlaps 2nd Samuel & the beginning of 1st Kings

• It tells the story of King David from a different perspective 

• It includes a long list of genealogies to help the Israelites understand their 

heritage

• 2nd Chronicles overlaps all of 1st & 2nd Kings but focuses solely on David’s 

descendants (beginning with King Solomon) and the southern kingdom of Judah.
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Ezra 
• Written by Ezra, the scholar and scribe who led the second group of captives back 

to Jerusalem

• After 70 years of exile, the Babylonian Empire falls to the Persian Empire. King 

Cyrus of Persia allows the Israelites to return to Jerusalem

• Chapters 1-6 covers the first group of exiles that returned to Jerusalem led by 

Zerubbabel and rebuilt the temple (535 to 515 B.C.)

• Chapters 7-10 covers the second group of exiles that returned to Jerusalem led by 

Ezra (458 to 450 B.C.)


Nehemiah 
• Written by Nehemiah who led the third group of captives back to Jerusalem after 

their exile in Babylon.

• Takes place from approximately 444 B.C. to 430 B.C.

• Under Nehemiah’s leadership the walls of Jerusalem are rebuilt so that the people 

can worship God in relative safety


Esther 
• The author of this book is unknown. The book is named after the primary character 

in the story.

• Takes place from approximately 483 B.C. to 473 B.C. (in between chapters 6 & 7 of 

the book of Ezra)

• Esther, a Jewish young woman, marries the King of Persia. She uses her position as 

queen to save the Jewish people from genocide.\

• Interestingly, the name of God never appears in the book of Esther
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The Poetry Books (A.K.A. The Wisdom Books) 
Job through Song of Solomon 

Job

• See Bible Fact #3 to learn more about the book of Job

• The story explores the concept of God allowing bad things to happen to good 

people.

• Job is a righteous man who faithfully serves God. Job along with four friends try to 

make sense of all the suffering that he has experienced.

• In the end, God reveals Himself, Job comes to know God like never before, and 

God restores everything double back to Job.


Psalms

• The original church hymnal book. “Psalm” comes from a Latin word meaning 

“songs of praise.”

• It contains 150 unique songs of praise written by a variety of authors over a period 

of approximately 1,000 years.

• The writers include Moses, King David, King Solomon, Asaph, Ethan, Heman, and 

the descendants of Korah.

• The earliest Psalm was written by Moses and the latest were probably written 

during the time of Ezra after returning from captivity.

• The Psalms help us understand how the Israelites expressed themselves to God 

throughout their history.


Proverbs

• A collection of wise sayings.

• We don’t really build theology off of the Proverbs, but they are amazing for 

everyday life applications, decision making, and building character.

• Solomon wrote most of the Proverbs (at least 26 1/2 of the 31 chapters). Two and a 

half chapters are attributed to the sayings of the wise sages and could possibly 
have still been compiled by Solomon. Chapter 30 is from Agur and chapter 31 is 
from Lemeul.


• Most of Proverbs would have been compiled during the life of Solomon (1st Kings 
1-11) but was not finalized until the days of King Hezekiah 200 years later (2nd 
Kings 18-20).


Ecclesiastes

• Though the writer only identifies himself as “the Preacher,” he also says that he is 

the son of David and is the king in Jerusalem. Therefore, Solomon is the author.

• Written towards the end of Solomon’s life as a reflection back on his life.

• It reflects on how much time he wasted in vain human pursuits and how God is our 

provider, our source of meaning, and the one we should trust in. 
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Song of Solomon

• Also called Song of Songs (the greatest of all songs)

• Author identifies himself as Solomon.

• Most likely written during his younger days as king because of the youthful 

exuberance in the writing and because he only had 140 concubines. By the end of 
his life, he had 1,000 wives and concubines.


• Song of Solomon is like a romance novel. It is a singular poem showing the beauty 
of marriage, romantic love, and sexuality within marriage. 
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The Major Prophets 
Isaiah through Daniel 

Isaiah 
• Isaiah prophesied from approximately 740 to 680 B.C.


• This puts him during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and 
Manasseh.


• He was most likely murdered by the evil King Manasseh.

• He lived in Jerusalem and prophesied to the southern kingdom of Judah


• The book of Isaiah is known as the “Bible within the Bible”

• It has 66 chapters just like the Bible has 66 books.

• The first 39 chapters correlate with the 39 books of the Old Testament. They 

focus on judgment for sin.

• The final 27 chapters correlate with the 27 books of the New Testament. They 

focus on the coming savior and God redeeming His people.

• Isaiah contains the most direct prophesies about Jesus Christ including John the 

Baptist preparing the way, being born of a virgin, a description of His ministry, His 
torture and sacrificial death, and His second coming.  

Deportations from Judah to Babylon & the remnant fleeing 
• 1st Deportation (605 B.C.) - Jehoiakim was set up as a puppet king by the 

Egyptian empire. The Babylonian Empire conquered Egypt and, therefore, 
controlled Jehoiakim in Judah. When Jehoiakim rebelled, invading armies defeated 
Judah and took away the first deportation of captives.


• 2nd Deportation (597 B.C.) - Jehoiachin, son of Jehoiakim, only reigned 3 months 
as king. During his reign Babylon sieged Jerusalem and took away 10,000 more 
captives. These 10,000 were all of the skilled and educated of the land. Only the 
poor and unskilled were left behind to tend the land. Babylon named Zedekiah the 
new king.


• 3rd Deportation (586 B.C.) - Babylon sieged Jerusalem again, taking a third group 
of captives. This time the walls of the city were broken down, the temple was 
burned to the ground, and everything left in Jerusalem was looted. Only a tiny 
remnant of Israelites was left to tend the land. Gedaliah was named the Governor of 
Judah.   

• Fled to Egypt (585 B.C.) - The remaining Israelites murdered Gedaliah and then 
fled to Egypt where they remained until the end of the captivity. 
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Jeremiah & Lamentations 
• Jeremiah prophesied from approximately 627 to 582 B.C


• Jeremiah was never deported. He was with the remnant that fled to Egypt. He 
continued to prophesy in Egypt until his death.


• Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet. His messages are deeply emotional 
as the people reject him and never heed his warnings.


• While Jeremiah prophesies the judgment and 70 years of captivity, he also brings 
hope of restoration for the faithful remnant and the new covenant that God will 
bring. 


• Lamentations was written right after Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 B.C. It is 
Jeremiah sharing his brokenness over the destruction sin has caused to the once 
beautiful city and temple. 

  
Ezekiel 
• Ezekiel prophesied from approximately 593 to 570 B.C.


• He was one of the 10,000 carried away in the 2nd deportation. Therefore, his 
entire ministry takes place in captivity prophesying to those he was carried 
away with.


• The first 7 years of his prophetic ministry, he continues the message of judgment 
and also foresees the ultimate destruction of Jerusalem.


• Once Jerusalem is destroyed, he is freed by God to begin to declare hope to the 
exiles. He gives visions of resurrection and restoration. His prophetic words about 
the end times reign of Jesus Christ are also reflected in the book of Revelations.  

Daniel 
• Daniel was taken away in the first deportation to Babylon.  Like Ezekiel, he 

prophesied during the time of exile & captivity. While most prophets warned of 
coming judgment, Daniel & Ezekiel actually lived in the experience of the judgment.


• His prophetic ministry began in 603 B.C. and spanned nearly 70 years and two 
different empires.


• The first 6 chapters are historical about Daniel

• He achieved high status in the King’s cabinet of two different empires.

• In a polytheistic culture, He never backed down from his belief in the one true 

God.

• His position and his faith made him highly influential with both Jews and 

Gentiles.

• The last 6 chapters record Daniel’s prophecies


• His prophetic words were future driven including foretelling the first and 
second coming of Jesus and end time events. 
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The Minor Prophets 
Hosea through Malachi


Northern prophets (Hosea, Amos, Jonah)

• 772 BC to 715 BC

• These Northern prophets focused on the rising power of the Assyrian Empire, who 

eventually destroyed the Northern kingdom in 722 BC.

• Jonah, once he was done running, called Nineveh to repentance, the capital of the 

Assyrian Empire.

• Amos was a lowly shepherd from the south, but God called him to declare 

judgment to the north in a time they were enjoying great economic wealth and 
privilege. 


• Hosea, a contemporary of Isaiah, had his personal life become his prophetic 
message that Israel would be restored to its former glory after its destruction by 
Assyria. 


Early Southern prophets (Joel, Obadiah, Micah)

• 840 BC to 700 BC

• Joel and Obadiah were the earliest writings of all the minor prophets. They were 

contemporaries of Elisha while Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah & Hosea.

• Joel prophesied about end time events and was the earliest prophet to describe the 

terrible Day of the Lord. He also predicted the day of Pentecost when the Holy 
Spirit was poured out.


• Obadiah prophesied against Edom, Judah’s neighbor to the southeast, and gives a 
picture of what happens when we stand against God’s people.


• Micah lived in a rural area and his prophecies focus on the abuses of the powerful 
against the lowly. He also prophesies the world peace that comes through the 
millennial reign of Jesus.


Later Southern prophets (Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah)

• 663 BC to 598 BC

• Nahum prophesied right after the death of Isaiah while Habakkuk and Zephaniah 

were contemporaries of Jeremiah.

• Nahum, a hundred years after Jonah, declares the destruction of Nineveh (which 

takes place about 50 years after he declares it).

• Habakkuk argues with God about why He does nothing about all the evil in Judah. 

God’s response is that Babylon is coming if the people do not repent.

• Zephaniah pictures the fall of Judah to Babylon and, like Joel before him, 

prophesies of the terrible Day of the Lord, but also the blessing that is to follow for 
those that are faithful.
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Post-exile prophets (Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)

• 520 BC to 430 BC

• Haggai and Zechariah were among the early group of Israelites that returned from 

captivity while Malachi prophesied after Ezra and Nehemiah had rebuilt Jerusalem.

• Haggai encouraged the Israelites to put God at the center of their lives, rebuild the 

temple, and restore the worship that Israel once had.

• Zechariah contains the most prophecies about Jesus of all the minor prophets. He 

reminds the people that the restoration of Israel would eventually lead to the savior 
that God had planned from the beginning.


• Malachi, as the final prophet of the Old Testament, challenges the people to take 
responsibility for their actions if they want to see the blessing of God.
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The Gospels & Acts 
Matthew through Acts


Matthew 
• Author: Matthew was one of Jesus’ original disciples. Jesus redeemed him from 

his life as a tax collector. 
• Date: Approximately 60 A.D. 
• Audience: The Jewish people 
• Jesus: The King of the Jews 
• Purpose: To show that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old Testament Law and 

Prophets. He references the Old Testament 68 times and lists 12 specific 
prophecies that Jesus fulfilled.


Mark 
• Author: Mark, though not an apostle himself, had several connections with the 

apostles. He was in the garden when Jesus was arrested and he went with Paul on 
his first missionary journey. His mother’s home in Jerusalem was a regular base for 
Peter’s ministry. Most of the material for his gospel came from his personal 
relationship with Peter. 

• Date: Approximately late 50’s A.D. 
• Audience: Roman citizens 
• Jesus: God’s servant 
• Purpose: To present a straightforward proclamation of the words and deeds of 

Jesus that would be easily understood by a non-Jewish audience. It is a fast 
moving story leaving out the long speeches of the other gospels.


• The word immediately is used 41 times


Luke 
• Author: Luke was a gentile doctor and historian, possibly Syrian. He accompanied 

Paul on his final visit to Jerusalem. While Paul was arrested, Luke probably used 
those couple of years in Jerusalem to gather material from eye witnesses for his 
gospel. 

• Date: Approximately 60 A.D. 
• Audience: Theophilus - We don’t know anything about Theophilus except that he 

was a man of high position and affluence. He may have been the patron that 
financially supported Luke to write his books. 

• Jesus: The Son of Man 
• Purpose: To present a chronological biography of the life of Jesus. He focuses on 

Jesus’ interaction with individuals, especially those on the fringe of Jewish society.
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John 
• Author: John was one of the original disciples and referred to himself as “the 

disciple whom Jesus loved.” He was probably the youngest of the twelve disciples 
and was the only one of the inner circle (Peter, James, & John) to write a gospel. 

• Date: Between 85 and 95 A.D. 
• Audience: New followers of Jesus in Asia Minor 
• Jesus: The Son of God 
• Purpose: His purpose was to show that Jesus was God and offered life to all who 

believed in Him. He focuses on Jesus as a part of the trinity, miraculous signs Jesus 
performed, and the “I am” statements from Jesus.


Acts 
• Written by Luke as the continuation or “sequel” of his gospel. Most likely written 

shortly after his gospel (60 to 62 A.D.)

• The book of Acts begins at the ascension of Jesus, shows the establishment of the 

church, the early expansion of the church under the original apostles, and then the 
missionary journeys of Paul spreading the gospel and planting churches throughout 
the known world. 


• The book of Acts ends suddenly, probably right up to the moment that Luke was 
writing it.


• This sudden ending is a reminder that we, as the church, are living the 
continuation of the book of Acts or living in between the book of Acts and the 
book of Revelation.
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The Pauline Epistles 
Romans through Philemon


Epistle - written communication; a long, formal letter usually intended for instruction

• The greek root word is “epistellein” which means “to send news”


For information on the order of Paul’s Epistles, see Bible Fact #7


Paul’s Missionary Journeys & Imprisonments

• First Missionary Journey


• 47 to 49 AD

• Acts 13:1 to 15:39

• Churches planted: Galatia

• Epistles Written: Galatians (possibly)


• Second Missionary Journey

• 50 to 52 AD

• Acts 15:40 to 18:22

• Churches planted: Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth

• Epistles written: 1st & 2nd Thessalonians


• Third Missionary Journey

• 53 to 57 AD

• Acts 18:23 to 21:14

• Churches planted: Ephesus

• Epistles written: 1st & 2nd Corinthians, Galatians (possibly), Romans


• Imprisonment

• 2 years in Jerusalem/Caesarea: 58 to 60 AD


• Acts 21:15 to 26:32

• 2 years house arrest in Rome: 60 to 62 AD


• Acts 27:1 to 28:31 
• Epistles written: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon


• Released and returned to ministry: 63 to 65 AD

• Epistles written: 1st Timothy, Titus


• 2nd imprisonment in Rome & execution: 66 to 67 AD

• Epistles written: 2nd Timothy


Romans

• Written towards the end of his third missionary journey to a church he had not yet 

visited (57 AD)

• Theme: The gospel: God’s righteousness revealed in His plan for salvation


1st Corinthians

• Written during his time leading the Ephesian church on his third missionary journey 

(55 AD)

• Theme: A confrontation and rebuke regarding right behavior in the church
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2nd Corinthians

• He visited Corinth after writing 1st Corinthians. Written during his time at Philippi on 

his third missionary journey (56 AD)

• Theme: Paul’s defense of his apostleship and authority in Christ


Galatians

• Possibly written from Antioch at the end of his first missionary journey, shortly 

before attending the Jerusalem Council (49 AD)

• Possibly written during his third missionary journey (55 to 57 AD)

• Theme: Justified in Christ, not by Jewish Law


Ephesians

• Written during house arrest in Rome and delivered by Tychicus along with 

Colossians & Philemon (60-61 AD)

• Theme: Our identity in Christ and the practical application of the identity 


Philippians

• Written during house arrest in Rome (61-62 AD)

• Theme: Finding joy with Christ at the center of your life


Colossians

• Written during house arrest in Rome and delivered by Tychicus along with 

Ephesians & Philemon (60-61 AD). He had never visited Colossae.

• Theme: The preeminence of Christ


1 Thessalonians

• Written just a few months after he established the church in Thessalonica (51 AD)

• Theme: Experiencing spiritual growth in community


2nd Thessalonians 

• Written just a few months after his first letter to the Thessalonians (51 AD)

• Theme: Hope in Jesus’ 2nd coming would help them grow and persevere through 

suffering


1st Timothy

• Written in Macedonia in 63 AD after being released from house arrest in Rome. 

Timothy was a young pastor leading the church of Ephesus.

• Theme: Setting the standard as a Christian leader


2nd Timothy

• Paul’s final letter written just before his execution in Rome (67 AD)

• Theme: Continuing to lead the church in sound doctrine in the face of hardship


Legacy: A Survey of the Bible Page �  of �18 28



Titus

• Written in Macedonia in 63 AD after being released from house arrest in Rome. 

Titus was a pastor on the island of Crete.

• Theme: Sound doctrine produces right living and good deeds


Philemon

• Written during house arrest in Rome and delivered by Tychicus along with 

Ephesians & Colossians (60-61 AD)

• Theme: Showing God’s grace and mercy to an escaped slave
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The Other Apostolic Epistles 
Hebrews through Revelation


What is an apostle?

• The word apostle comes from the latin meaning a “sent messenger”


• Therefore, an apostle is one who is sent by God with the message of Jesus 
Christ


• Churches differ in their interpretation of who can be an apostle:

• The strictest view is that the 11 original disciples of Jesus plus Mattias to 

replace Judas Iscariot were the only 12 Apostles. Once they died, all apostolic 
authority died with them.


• A broader view is that apostles included the 12 listed above plus other first 
generation church leaders. In this view, the New Testament listed as many as 
25 different apostles. This belief still holds to the idea that when the first 
generation of church leaders died, apostolic authority died with them.


• Modern evangelical churches, including Kauai Bible Church, take a different 
view of apostles:


• We believe that the office of the apostle still exists today as one of the 
five offices of the church listed in Ephesians 4

• It is important to not that these apostles today DO NOT have the 

authority of the first generation apostles to write scripture and CANNOT 
supersede scripture in any of their teachings.


• Apostles today are leaders of leaders. While a pastor has authority over 
one church, an apostle has authority of a number of churches or even a 
region of churches.


• Apostles today are consumed with the expansion of the kingdom of 
God and the planting, building, and strengthening of churches.


Hebrews 
• Author is unknown. Believed by many to be Paul. Other theories include Luke, 

Barnabas, or Apollos.

• Probably written between 64 to 69 A.D.

• Main theme: The priestly ministry of Jesus in the life of the believer


• Probably written to Jewish believers in Rome during the persecution by Nero. 
In the face of harsh persecution, they were considering returning to Judaism 
and the Old Testament Law. The writer of Hebrews presents Jesus as superior 
to all other options.
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James 
• Author is James, the half-brother of Jesus. He did not believe in Jesus during His 

earthly ministry, but was most likely transformed by witnessing Him after the 
resurrection.


• James was one of the leaders of the church at Jerusalem.

• Written earlier than the Jerusalem Council (49 A.D.), so probably 45 to 48 A.D.

• Main theme: Faith in Christ causes a person to live a certain way.


• James was very direct. He did not make excuses for those that didn’t measure 
up to the lifestyle of a follower of Jesus.


• This epistle is reminiscent of the Old Testament wisdom books and Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount


• James offered numerous practical examples to illustrate that faith is not an 
abstract idea, but affected the real world lives of believers


Peter (1st & 2nd) 
• Author is Peter, one of the original apostles, and the primary leader of the church at 

Jerusalem.

• 1st Peter was most likely written around 64 A.D. as the persecution of Christians by 

Nero was just ramping up.

• Main Theme: The importance of persevering in the face of suffering.


• Similar to Job in the O.T., they were suffering in spite of living in God’s 
righteousness


• 2nd Peter was written very shortly after his first letter, probably around 65 A.D.

• Main Theme: Overcome false teaching by pursuing truth in the Word of God


• Not only were these followers of Jesus being persecuted by Rome, but 
false teachers were also causing confusion in the church.


• Peter wrote to rebuke the false teachers and encourage the spiritual 
maturity of the believers 
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John (1st, 2nd, & 3rd) 
• Author is John, one of the original apostles, and the author of the gospel of John.

• John most likely wrote all three of these letters from his exile on Patmos around 90 

A.D.

• All three letters focused on fellowship and love

• 1st John was written to the churches in the area of Ephesus (similar to Revelation)


• Main theme: Being certain of our salvation and being in fellowship with other 
believers.


• John presents a very uncomplicated view of the world: there is right and 
there is wrong (light and dark)


• To help believers overcome sin, John focused on three ideas: the zeal of 
the believer, standing against false teachers, and the certainty of eternal 
life.


• 2nd John was most likely written to the same audience as his first letter. 

• Main theme: To love others, but use discernment in who we allow in the 

fellowship.

• John was rebuking a false teaching in the churches known as Docetism. 

This teaching declared that Jesus was never truly a man, but only 
appeared as one. 


• 3rd John was written to Gaius, a church leader in Asia Minor

• Main theme: Continue to welcome and love those that declare the truth.


• In response to false teachers, Diotrephes had refused to allow any 
traveling missionaries to teach or even fellowship with the church.


• John encouraged the church to use discernment and allow those that 
were teaching the truth.


 
Jude 

• Written by Jude, another half brother of Jesus. Just like James, Jude did not 

believe in Jesus during his earthly ministry, but came to faith later. 

• 1st Corinthians 9:5 shows us that the brothers of the Lord were considered on 

the same level as the original apostles

• Matthew 13:55 shows us that Jesus had brothers named James and Judas 

(shortened to Jude)

• Extremely difficult to date. The only guess is that it was written sometime after 2nd 

Peter was circulated, potentially anywhere from 67 to 80 A.D.

• Main theme: To expose false teachers and encourage Christians to stand firm in 

the faith.

• Jude used harsh terminology to help believers be aware of how terrible these 

false teachers were.
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Revelation 
• Written by John, one of the original apostles of Jesus, around 95 A.D. from his exile 

on the island of Patmos.

• Addressed to seven churches in Asia Minor: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, 

Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.

• Three distinct sections:


• Chapters 1 - 3: Prophetic declarations to the seven churches

• Chapters 4 - 18: A picture of the time of the great tribulation. Can be difficult to 

understand because of the metaphors and symbolic language.

• Chapters 19 - 22: Jesus’ final victory and the re-creation of the new earth for 

believers to dwell with Him for eternity
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Weekly Bible Facts 

Bible Fact #1: 

The Bible is not assembled in chronological order

• Many of the books in the Bible either overlap similar time periods or are just simply 

out of order

• Every time you read a book of the Bible, it is important to ask the question, “Where 

does this book fit in the timeline?” This will give you a much better understanding of 
what you are reading. 

Bible Fact #2: 
While we call the Old Testament the “Hebrew” or “Jewish” Bible, it was actually laid out 
differently by the ancient Jews

• Ancient Hebrews used the acronym TaNaK to describe the layout of their Bible


• T = Torah (The Law)

• Same 5 books as our Books of the Law


• N = Nevi’im (The Prophets)

• Includes all the major prophets in our Bible (except Daniel), all the minor 

prophets in our Bible (combined into one book), plus considers Joshua, 
Judges, Samuel (combined into one book), & Kings (combined into one 
book) to be prophets


• K = Ketuvim (The Writings)

• Includes the poetry books plus Lamentations, Daniel, Ruth, Ezra & 

Nehemiah (combined into one book), Esther, & Chronicles (combined into 
one book)


• Due to the books being combined, the ancient Hebrew Bible only contained 
24 books even though it is the same exact content as the 39 books of our Old 
Testament 


• The order of these three sections also shows the priority the Jews gave to the 
scriptures:


• The Torah was read through completely every year

• The Prophets were read through almost entirely every year

• The Writings were usually reserved for special holidays and feasts
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Bible Fact #3:  
The book of Job is the oldest book in the Bible.

• How do we know this?


• Job took place during the time of the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob)

• Job lived to be about 210 years old

• Job’s wealth was measured by livestock

• There is no mention of the Mosaic Law

• God is referred to as “El Shaddai” which was a name used by the 

Patriarchs

• Job was written by an eye-witness to the conversations


• Very likely could’ve been Job himself

• Or it could have been one of the four friends who was with him 

throughout the book

• Therefore, if Job took place during the latter part of the book of Genesis and 

was written by an eye-witness, then it was written approximately 500 years 
before Moses wrote the book of Genesis.


Bible Fact #4: 
What is the difference between the major prophets and the minor prophets?

• The major prophets wrote longer books!!


• Isaiah - 66 chapters

• Jeremiah - 52 chapters plus 5 more in Lamentations

• Ezekiel - 48 chapters

• Daniel - 12 chapters

• The books of the 12 minor prophets all range from 1 to 14 chapters each and 

were all shorter than even Daniel’s 12 chapters

• There was no difference in anointing, significance, or accuracy between the two 

groups

• Old Testament prophets were all held to the same standard: 100% accuracy 

in declaring the word of God


Bible Fact #5 
How were the Old Testament books compiled?

• Canon - the body of rules, principles, or standards accepted as universally binding 

in a field of of study

• The Old Testament Canon


• The writings were accepted as authoritative and prophetic in the day they were 
written


• Universally accepted among the Jews

• The least amount of books that could tell the whole, consistent story of God


• It was Jewish tradition that the divine books were kept in the temple. Therefore, it is 
believed that Ezra gathered the sacred scriptures once he had rebuilt the temple in 
the 400’s B.C. Others believe that the final books that we have today were settled 
upon in the 200’s to 100’s B.C.
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Bible Fact #6  
The problem of having four gospels

1. Skeptics have a problem with the differences


• However, the differences actually validate the story of Jesus:

• Eye witness testimonies are never exactly the same

• The differences reflect the perspectives of the different authors, the 

sources of their material, and the difference in knowledge of the audience

2. Scholars have a problem with how similar three of them are


• Synoptic - comes from a greek word meaning “able to be seen together”

• Matthew, Mark, & Luke are referred to as synoptic gospels because they 

are so similar

• 93% of Mark appears in Matthew & Luke

• The similarities are so strong that scholars believe they must be 

dependent on each other.

• Two views to explain the synoptic gospels:


• Priority of Matthew 
• This view was adopted by the early church and believes that Matthew 

was written first, Luke borrowed from Matthew, and then Mark 
summarized the two of them.


• Priority of Mark 
• This view is more widely accepted by scholars today and believes that 

Mark was written first and that Matthew and Luke both borrowed from 
Mark in addition to using their own sources.
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Bible Fact #7 
The order of Paul’s Epistles


First, they are divided between letters to churches and letters to individuals


Churches		 	 	 	 	 Individuals

Romans	 	 	 	 	 	 1st & 2nd Timothy 

1st & 2nd Corinthians	 	 	 Titus

Galatians	 	 	 	 	 	 Philemon

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1st & 2nd Thessalonians


• Paul wrote nine epistles to seven different churches. Of these churches, he 
established five of them himself (Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, & 
Thessalonica)


• Its also important to know that Galatia was a region, not a city, and 
probably included many churches


• He had not visited Rome or Colossae prior to writing to those churches

• Paul wrote four epistles to three individuals that he had personally discipled


• Timothy & Titus are called the pastoral epistles because these were pastors 
that he had put into place


Second, in each section, they are in order from longest to shortest

• Yes, that is really the answer. There is nothing spiritually or chronologically 

significant about the order of the books; just their length!
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Bible Fact #8 
How did we get the 27 books of the New Testament? Why aren’t there more?

• Canon - the body of rules, principles, or standards accepted as universally binding 

in a field of of study

• The New Testament Canon


• Apostolic authority - the works were written by one of the early apostles or a 
close associate


• Orthodoxy - did not contradict with previously accepted Scripture

• Catholicity - universal acceptance and usage throughout Christian churches


• 21 of the 27 books were universally accepted as early as the early 100’s A.D. 

• Four gospels and Acts

• All of Paul’s epistles

• 1st & 2nd Peter & 1st John


• The other 6 books had questions about them, but were eventually universally 
accepted by the church.


• Hebrews - authorship was not certain

• James - did it contradict Paul’s teachings on grace?

• 2nd & 3rd John & Jude - were they long enough and significant enough to 

merit inclusion?

• Revelation - how was it to be interpreted by the church?


• All 27 books were mentioned together as canon by Origen in the early 200’s A.D. 

• Complete manuscripts of the 27 books compiled together have been found 

dating to around 300 A.D.

• The canon was formally ratified by the church in 393 A.D. at the council of 

Hippo.

• This council did not choose the books of the canon, but simply ratified 

what had already been universally accepted for nearly 200 hundred years

• Why were books left out?


• False authorship

• A common practice when writing a pseudo-religious book was to attach 

the name of an apostle to it in order to give it credibility

• These books were written after the apostles were dead (i.e. The gospel of 

Thomas, The gospel of Judas, etc.)

• Contradictory teaching


• Books that claimed to be from an apostle or to tell the teachings of 
Jesus, but contradicted the rest of the story of scripture, were excluded 
(i.e. gnostic gospels)
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