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Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide— 
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�KLJK�ȴYHV�

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time you walked or ran a long way.

The Heart of the Matter
Crumple about 10 sheets of paper into balls.

%HIRUH�ZH�MXPS�LQWR�WRGD\ȇV�%LEOH�DGYHQWXUH��OHWȇV�SOD\�D�TXLFN�JDPH�

Have kids scatter around the room. Motion to the pile of paper balls.

The goal is to keep these paper balls in the air—we don’t want any to touch 
WKH�JURXQG��<RXȇOO�EDW�WKHP�DURXQG�DPRQJ�\RXUVHOYHV��2K��DQG�\RXȇOO�GR�LW�
while standing on one foot. Ready?

 O Toss out one paper ball, then gradually add more until about 10 are in play. 

 O &UHZ�*XLGHV�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�NHHS�WKH�SDSHU�EDOOV�R�WKH�ȵRRU�DQG�LQVLGH�WKH�
playing area. After about a minute, call time.

 ! How did it feel to have so much to do and only one foot to stand on? 
Invite responses from the whole group. 

 ! What things in your everyday life make you feel >ȴOO�LQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�ZRUGV�
kids shared above]? Invite responses. 

In today’s Bible story, we’ll meet someone who may have felt overwhelmed or 
in over his head! He needed courage and strength from God, and God helped 
him be brave. God helps us be brave, too. (We’re brave!)

Experience the Bible Story
7KH�ȴUVW�WKLQJ�\RX�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�LV�WKDW�*RGȇV�SHRSOH��WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV��KDG�EHHQ�
sort of wandering in the desert for years. God took care of them and gave 
them what they needed, but they didn’t have a place to settle down and call 
home. God had been guiding them, and he’d given them a good leader in a guy 
named Moses.

Supplies

• Bible

• “Joshua Leads God’s 
People” Bible Story 
poster

• about 10 sheets  
of paper

• masking tape

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone  
can hear. 
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But eventually, Moses got old and died. Then God put a man named Joshua 
in charge. Choose a child to be Joshua, and have him or her come to the front and 
stand facing the class. 

Point out to the class, and speak to Joshua. Joshua, all these men, women, and 
children are in your care. +ROG�XS�\RXU�ȴQJHUV�DV�\RX�OLVW�R�DOO�WKH�WKLQJV�-RVKXD�LV�
responsible for.�<RXȇYH�JRW�WR�OHDG�WKHP��NHHS�WKHP�VDIH��PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�KDYH�
food and water, make sure they obey God, and a whole bunch of other things! 

 ! Joshua, how are you feeling about all that responsibility? Welcome and 
repeat Joshua’s response. 

Well, God didn’t leave Joshua to face all that alone. Listen to this.

 Read aloud Joshua 1:5-9.

 ! How do you think that made Joshua feel? Why? Invite responses from the 
whole group. 

God also helped Joshua be brave by sending a special visitor. Joshua, act this 
out as I read it.

 Read aloud Joshua 5:13-15.

The commander of the Lord’s army reminded Joshua that God would do all 
the hard work. Joshua wasn’t alone! Turn to the child. Joshua, you’re not alone! 
+LJK�ȴYH�-RVKXD�

Well, it’s time to get up and go, all you Israelites. God told Joshua to lead his 
people to Jericho, a city God wanted them to take over! Joshua, lead all these 
people. I’ll let you know where to go.

Guide Joshua in leading everyone around the room. Have him or her lead the class 
around the perimeter of the room as you quickly use masking tape to make a large 
rectangle in the center of the room. Then have Joshua tell the Israelites to make 
camp and sit down with their Connect Crews.

Motion to the rectangle. 

Here it is—Jericho! Its walls are really tall! Look up, see how tall they are?  
Lead kids in looking up high. And they’re super thick—as thick as you are tall! 
Scratch your chin thoughtfully. Aaaand it’s pretty likely they’ve got a trained 
army in there.

Show kids the Bible Story poster so they can see how tall the walls of Jericho are. 

 ! Joshua, what do you have to work with? Invite Joshua’s hesitant reaction. 

 ! ΖVUDHOLWHV��KRZ�EUDYH�DUH�\RX�IHHOLQJ�DERXW�WDNLQJ�WKLV�ELJ��IRUWLȴHG�FLW\"�
Invite responses from the whole group. 
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Good news! God helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) So God gave Joshua his 
marching orders! Here’s the plan! 

 Read aloud Joshua 6:3-5.

Point to the class.�-RVKXD��LW�ORRNV�OLNH�\RXȇYH�JRW�TXLWH�DQ�DUP\�RXW�KHUH��/HWȇV�
get them up and ready to march.

Lead kids in marching in place, saying the following cadence. You and Joshua 
VKRXOG�VD\�WKH�OLQHV�ȴUVW��DQG�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�ZLOO�UHSHDW�

God will help us to be brave! (God will help us to be brave!)
We know God’s the one who saves! (We know God’s the one who saves!)
Don’t be worried; don’t be scared! (Don’t be worried, don’t be scared!)
God is with us everywhere! (God is with us everywhere!)

Repeat the cadence a few times as the “army” marches in place.

-RVKXD��LW�ORRNV�OLNH�\RXU�ȴJKWLQJ�IRONV�DUH�UHDG\�WR�JR��2K��EXW�KHUHȇV�one 
more instruction for you, Joshua!

 Read aloud Joshua 6:10. 

Joshua led his silent army around Jericho. Have Joshua lead the “army” in silently 
marching around the masking tape rectangle. When they return, have the army 
whisper their cadence as they march in place.

God will help us to be brave! (God will help us to be brave!)
We know God’s the one who saves! (We know God’s the one who saves!)
Don’t be worried, don’t be scared! (Don’t be worried, don’t be scared!)
God is with us everywhere! (God is with us everywhere!)

They camped for the night and then circled the city again. Repeat the process 
ȴYH�PRUH�WLPHV��KDYLQJ�-RVKXD�OHDG�WKH�DUP\�DURXQG�-HULFKR�DQG�ZKLVSHULQJ�WKH�
cadence when they return. 
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Finally, it was time for the last day! Joshua, lead them around seven times. I’m 
pretty tired—I mean, the real army got to sleep and rest each time. So we’ll 
pretend that this is the seventh and last time around. 

Have Joshua lead them one more time. This time, when they get back to the starting 
point, let Joshua lead them in the cadence by shouting it. The “army” will shout the 
cadence in return, then cheer.

God will help us to be brave! (God will help us to be brave!)
We know God’s the one who saves! (We know God’s the one who saves!)
Don’t be worried, don’t be scared! (Don’t be worried, don’t be scared!)
God is with us everywhere! (God is with us everywhere!)
<HDK��

The people didn’t even touch the walls…God caused them to come crashing 
down! That must’ve been loud! Lead kids in stomping their feet. God told 
them to destroy the city, and Joshua made sure they obeyed. God’s power is 
amazing! Let Joshua lead the class in pulling up the tape and throwing it away. 

Then have kids sit with their Connect Crews to talk about these questions.

 ! Think about those big, tall, thick walls of Jericho and the soldiers inside. 
What are some big, strong, impossible—even scary—things you’re 
facing? 6KDUH�\RXU�RZQ�VWRU\��WKHQ�OHW�&UHZ�*XLGHV�VKDUH�ȴUVW�VR�NLGV�KDYH�
time to think.

Let’s read God’s words to Joshua again. They’ll be familiar because it’s our 
Bible Memory Verse! 

 Read aloud Joshua 1:9.

God helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) The Bible reminds us that God is always 
with us, and we don’t face any hard or scary thing alone.

1RZȇV�D�JUHDW�WLPH�IRU�$SSO\�ΖW�2SWLRQV��&KRRVH�RQHȃRU�
both—of the following reinforcement activities to support 
today’s Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale. 
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