
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Supplies  

• %LEOH�

• Ȋ0HQ�%ULQJ�7KHLU�
)ULHQG�WR�-HVXV�IRU�
+HDOLQJȋ�%LEOH�6WRU\�
poster

• paper

• PDUNHUV

• FOHDU�SODVWLF�FXSV� 
���SHU�&UHZ�

• ZDWHU

• SHQQLHV����SHU�&UHZ�

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O $UUDQJH�NLGV�LQWR�&RQQHFW�&UHZV�ZLWK�RQH�KHOSHUȃRU�&UHZ�*XLGHȃ 
SHU�JURXS�

 O ΖQYLWH�NLGV�WR�VLW�LQ�NQHH�WR�NQHH�FLUFOHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�&RQQHFW�&UHZV��

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�D�ȴVW�EXPS�ZLWK�ȴUHZRUNV�

 O +DYH�NLGV�WDNH�WXUQV�VD\LQJ�WKHLU�QDPHV�DQG�DQVZHULQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�� 
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time you couldn’t get into a room, a building, or a car.  
What happened?  

Experience the Bible Story
*LYH�HDFK�&UHZ�*XLGH�D�SLHFH�RI�SDSHU�DQG�D�PDUNHU���

Today we’re exploring a passage in the Bible that shows how Jesus is God’s 
Son. (Hallelujah!) Jesus sees our needs on the outside and on the inside.  

The story begins with a house. Let’s make some houses. In your Crews, form 
two lines, and sit facing each other with your feet extended straight out.�&UHZ�
*XLGHV�KHOS�NLGV�IRUP�WKH�KRXVHV��EXW�WKH\�VWD\�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH��

*UHDW��<RXȇUH�D�KXPDQ�KRXVH�QRZ��<RXU�OHJV�DUH�WKH�ȵRRU��<RXU�ERGLHV�DUH�WKH�
walls, and you can extend your arms out toward the person across from you 
to make a roof. +DYH�NLGV�PRYH�WKHLU�DUPV�XS�DQG�GRZQ�WR�ȊUDLVHȋ�DQG�ȊORZHUȋ�WKH�
URRI��HQGLQJ�ZLWK�DUPV�XS��

���



Now, Jesus was teaching inside the house. The house was full. Fuller than full. 
People were crowded inside. Go ahead and look down and wave to all the 
people in your human house. 3DXVH��

Some Pharisees were in the house, too, and they were checking up on Jesus. 
Pharisees were religious teachers who loved for everyone to know that they 
followed all the rules…perfectly! They didn’t like Jesus so much.

One Pharisee elbowed his way to the front of the crowd so he wouldn’t miss a 
word. Everyone, bring your arms down and give your neighbors a little elbow 
nudge. 3DXVH� Okay, okay. Raise that roof again. 3DXVH�DV�NLGV�UDLVH�WKHLU�DUPV���

Outside the house, some men were on a mission. Their friend needed help 
right away! He was paralyzed. That means he couldn’t move his legs and he 
couldn’t walk. Let’s read what the men did. 

�5HDG�DORXG�/XNH������

The men carried their friend to where Jesus was. +DYH�HDFK�&UHZ�*XLGH�GUDZ�D�
VWLFN�SHUVRQ�RQ�D�SLHFH�RI�SDSHU�WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�PHQȇV�IULHQG��

There he is! Let’s lower the roof and pass around the paper drawing. Look at 
WKH�VWLFN�ȴJXUH�DV�LI�\RXȇUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�D�UHDO�SKRWRJUDSK�RI�VRPHRQH�\RX�NQRZ�
and love. &RQWLQXH�DV�NLGV�SDVV�WKH�GUDZLQJ��

We don’t know his name, but this man had one. Maybe it was Nathaniel, or 
David, or Joshua. We don’t know what his family was like. But he had one. He 
had a mom and a dad. We don’t know how he became paralyzed. Was it an 
accident? Had he always been paralyzed? We don’t know. But Jesus did. 

Jesus is God’s Son, (Hallelujah!) and Jesus knows everyone. He knows us, 
and he knows our hearts. The men knew Jesus had the power to heal their 
paralyzed friend, so they carried him toward the house. +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKH�
GUDZLQJV�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�WKHQ�UDLVH�WKHLU�DUPV�WR�PDNH�D�URRI�DJDLQ��

The men wanted Jesus to heal their friend, but they couldn’t push through the 
crowd and hold their friend. Crew Guides, carry the paper as you walk around 
your Crew’s house. Is there a way in? 3DXVH� Doesn’t look like it.  

6KRZ�WKH�%LEOH�6WRU\�SRVWHU� Then the men had an idea. They carried their 
friend to the roof, tore a hole in it, and then got ready to lower him down 
right in front of Jesus! Back then, people made roofs out of sticks and straw 
DQG�VWX��VR�LW�ZDVQȇW�TXLWH�OLNH�NQRFNLQJ�D�KROH�LQ�this ceiling. 3RLQW�XS��+DYH�
NLGV�ORZHU�WKHLU�DUPV�WR�PDNH�D�KROH�LQ�WKH�URRI��

Down below, the crowd felt little pieces of roof landing on their heads. They 
EUXVKHG�R�WKHLU�VKRXOGHUV��3UHWHQG�WR�EUXVK�VRPH�URRI�R�\RXU�VKRXOGHUV��
3DXVH��7KH\�EUXVKHG�R�WKHLU�QHLJKERUȇV�VKRXOGHUV��3DXVH� They oohed and 
aahed and pointed as they watched the man being lowered on his mat down 
WR�WKH�ȵRRU�LQ�IURQW�RI�-HVXV��+DYH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�GURS�WKH�SDSHU�GUDZLQJV�LQWR�WKH�
NLGVȇ�ȊKRXVHV�ȋ
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:KDW�GLG�-HVXV�GR"�/HWȇV�UHDG�DQG�ȴQG�RXW��

�5HDG�DORXG�/XNH�������

“Your sins are forgiven?” The men thought Jesus would heal their friend’s  
legs. No one said anything about sins. Let’s circle up and talk about this in  
Connect Crews. 

 ! When is a time you wanted one thing but you got something else? ΖQYLWH�
&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O &UHZ�*XLGHV�JLYH�WKXPEV�XS�ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�KDV�VKDUHG��

Jesus is God’s Son. (Hallelujah!) But the Pharisees didn’t believe that. When 
they heard Jesus say, “Your sins are forgiven,” they were mad. Let’s read what 
they said. 

�5HDG�DORXG�/XNH�������

Jesus saw that the Pharisees were all upset, so he said, “I’ll prove to you that 
I have the authority to forgive sins. Watch this.” Jesus said to the paralyzed 
man, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home.” 

The man jumped up—his legs were working! Everyone, jump up! Someone be 
sure to grab the paper friend. 3DXVH��

The friend danced a little jig. Let’s move! 3DXVH� He shook Jesus’ hand. +DYH�
HYHU\RQH�VKDNH�D�IULHQGȇV�KDQG� Then he picked up his mat and pushed his 
way through the crowd so he could go home. People got out of his way. +DYH�
HYHU\RQH�VLW�GRZQ�DJDLQ� They couldn’t believe what they’d just seen. 

�5HDG�DORXG�/XNH�������

 ! What do you think the crowd was talking about when they said, “We saw 
something amazing”? ΖQYLWH�UHVSRQVHV�IURP�WKH�ZKROH�JURXS�

As you invite 
responses from the 
whole group, be sure 
to repeat back what’s 
VDLG�WR�FRQȴUP�\RX�
understand and so 
everyone in the room 
can hear.
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Now’s a great time 
IRU�$SSO\�LW�2SWLRQV��
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale.

It’s amazing when someone rips a hole in a roof. And you don’t see someone 
lowered through a roof every day. And someone being healed? That’s 
amazing, too! Let’s circle up and talk in our Crews again. 

 ! What do you think is the most amazing part of this story: Jesus healing 
the friend or forgiving his sin? Tell why.

 O *LYH�&UHZV�WLPH�WR�GLVFXVV��

Jesus is God’s Son. (Hallelujah!) He did two amazing things that brought hope 
for the friend right away—and forever! 

And here’s good news: Jesus is willing and able to forgive our sin, too. We just 
have to ask him. Jesus will help us, and we’ll keep growing our friendship with 
him. When we’re friends with Jesus, his forgiveness makes sin disappear! Let’s 
see what that’s like. 

The Heart of the Matter
*LYH�HDFK�&UHZ�D�SHQQ\��DQ�HPSW\�FOHDU�FXS��DQG�D�FOHDU�FXS�WKDWȇV���IXOO�RI�ZDWHU��
7KLV�ZLOO�ZRUN�EHVW�LI�&UHZV�FDQ�JDWKHU�DURXQG�D�WDEOH���

 O 3ODFH�WKH�SHQQ\�RQ�WKH�WDEOH��WKHQ�VHW�WKH�HPSW\�FXS�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�SHQQ\��

 O 6WDQG�EDFN�IURP�WKH�WDEOH��DQG�ORRN�DW�WKH�SHQQ\�WKURXJK�WKH�VLGHV�RI�WKH�FXS�

 O Now our empty cup needs water. Will you give it some? 

 O &UHZ�*XLGHV�FDUHIXOO\�SRXU�ZDWHU�LQWR�WKH�FXS�ZKLOH�HYHU\RQH�VWDQGV�VWLOO�DQG�
ZDWFKHV�WKH�SHQQ\��

 O $V�WKH�FXS�ȴOOV��WKH�SHQQ\�ZLOO�VHHP�WR�GLVDSSHDU��

 ! <RX�SUREDEO\�H[SHFWHG�WKH�FXS�WR�ȴOO�ZLWK�ZDWHU��EXW�GLG�\RX�H[SHFW�WKH�
penny to disappear? Why or why not? ΖQYLWH�UHVSRQVHV�IURP�WKH�ZKROH�JURXS��

The men expected Jesus to heal their friend, but they may have been 
surprised that he forgave the man’s sin, too. 

Sin causes us to choose our way instead of God’s way. Sin in our hearts leads 
WR�EDG�FKRLFHV��VHOȴVK�WKRXJKWV��DQG�D�ORW�RI�KXUW��

But Jesus is God’s Son. (Hallelujah!) Jesus died on a cross so that our sin can be 
forgiven. Three days later, he came back to life! When we talk to Jesus about 
our sin and ask for his forgiveness, he can do that! 

 ! How is the penny disappearing like or unlike Jesus forgiving sin in  
our lives?

In this case, the penny is still there, even though we couldn’t see it for a bit. 
But when we ask Jesus for forgiveness, our sin is actually gone! It disappears 
for real! Jesus’ power heals our friendship with God—forever!
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