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Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide— 
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O Have kids give their Crew Guides and each other jazz hands.

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time you waited for someone to come visit.

The Heart of the Matter
Today in our Bible story we’ll hear about a man named John the Baptist. He 
got that name because he baptized people. John told people to turn away 
from sin and get ready for the Messiah who was going to come. In John’s day, 
people were usually baptized in a river.

But before we dive into the Bible story, let’s pause and change focus for a 
moment. You’re about to see one of the most famous paintings in the world, 
DQG�WKHQ�\RXȇOO�GR�\RXU�EHVW�WR�UH�FUHDWH�LW�

 O Distribute paper and colored pencils. Have Crew Guides show their Crews the 
Mona Lisa, either on smartphones or printed out.

 O Allow two minutes for kids to re-create the painting, then encourage them to 
VKRZ�R�WKHLU�GUDZLQJV�

 ! How do your drawings compare to the original painting? 

 O Give Crews several minutes to compare their drawings to the painting  
and discuss. 

Supplies

• Bible

• “Jesus Is Baptized”  
Bible Story poster

• paper

• colored pencils

• image of the 
Mona Lisa painting 
(available through an 
online image search)

• robe

• paper bag 

• spray bottle with 
water

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Take some time to 
explain what baptism 
is like in your church.
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The artist, Leonardo da Vinci, was very talented! He was a true master. 
Imagine Leonardo da Vinci is sitting next to you right now. 

 ! What advice would you give Mr. da Vinci about how to paint? Invite 
responses from the whole group. 

 ! Do you think you’re the right person to give Mr. da Vinci art lessons? 
6KRZ�PH�D�WKXPEV�XS�IRU�\HV�RU�D�WKXPEV�GRZQ�IRU�QR��

Hmm. Maybe you feel like you don’t have the experience or skills you need 
to give the famous Mr. da Vinci art lessons. That’s a little like how John the 
Baptist must have felt when Jesus, the Messiah he’d been talking about, 
actually showed up at the river with him. 

Experience the Bible Story
Now we’re going to explore today’s Bible passage, and I need your help to tell 
what happened. First, let’s read about one of the main people in this story so 
we can paint a picture of him in our minds. 

 Read aloud Matthew 3:4-6.

Put on the robe, and introduce yourself as “John the Baptist.” Shake hands and give 
KLJK�ȴYHV��

You all look hungry. I packed a snack, if you want some. Look in the paper 
bag. Let’s see, I have locusts, which are like grasshoppers. If you know what a 
grasshopper is, go ahead and take a few grasshopper hops. Pause. 

Look in the bag with worry. Oh, dear. My tasty locusts are all a little sticky 
because my wild honey spilled everywhere. Sorry. Looks like I won’t be 
sharing today. 

Ζ�DGPLW��ΖȇP�XQLTXH��0\�VQDFNV�DUH�GLHUHQW��DQG�P\�FDPHOȇV�KDLU�FORWKHV�PD\�
be unusual to you, too. I might seem like a wild and crazy guy…wild and crazy 
for God, that is! Lots of people like yourselves come here to the Jordan River 
to see me and be baptized with water. 

It’s a huge river! Point behind everyone. It’s back there behind you, see? Spread 
arms to indicate how big it is. Oh, look out! Don’t get washed away. Scoot over 
here toward me farther up the bank so the water doesn’t rush over you. Mist 
Crews with water while they move to closer to you. 

Good. Let me tell you, I know that God’s kingdom is almost here. In fact, I have 
an important message for you today. 

 ! Have you ever had an important message to tell someone? How did you 
get that person’s attention? Invite responses from the whole group. 

Move so you are standing behind everyone now, closer to the “river.” <RR�KRR��ΖȇP�
over here now! Turn around so you can see me. 

Hear ye, hear ye! Here’s my message. 
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 Read aloud Matthew 3:2.

Repent means to turn your life around—to stop going your way and go God’s 
way instead. Maybe you can think of times you’ve had to repent. Maybe you 
stopped picking on someone and said you’re sorry. Or you stopped hogging all 
the Legos and shared some. Well, I’ve been shouting for people to repent and 
turn to God for a while now. 

Want to shout with me? Stand up and repeat after me. Cup your hands over 
your mouth as you shout.  

Listen up! Pause for everyone to repeat.  
God is sending Jesus to save us. Pause. 
Get ready! Pause

Okay. Let’s turn this way and shout again. Point to your left. People over there 
need to hear. Louder now! Repeat the shout. Good. Point to your right. Now one 
more time in this direction. As loud as you can! Repeat the shout. 

Great job! If your throat hurts, I recommend eating some wild honey when you 
get home. For now, you can sit back down on the riverbank with your Crews.

I did my best to prepare people for Jesus’ coming and explain how special he’d 
be. I said:

 Read aloud Matthew 3:11.

I told people to prepare by turning away from the wrong things they were 
doing and get ready. The Messiah was coming! Then one day, it happened. 
Pause dramatically. 

One day…Jesus himself showed up. Imagine that! What would you do? Circle 
up in your Crews again, and talk about that. 

 ! What do you think you’d do if Jesus showed up right now?

 O Give Crews several minutes to discuss. 

ΖWȇV�VDIH�WR�VD\�ZH�PLJKW�EH�FDXJKW�D�OLWWOH�R�JXDUG�LI�-HVXV�VXGGHQO\�
appeared. Here’s what happened when Jesus showed up at the river. 

 Read aloud Matthew 3:13-14.

I’ll be honest; even though I’d been talking about it forever, when Jesus was 
actually right in front of me, I was pretty blown away. I mean, the Messiah 
God had promised for so long was right here! Point at the “river.” 

And then, Jesus asked me—me—to baptize him. 

I was shocked. Can you make your best shocked faces with me? Pause. And 
I froze! Everyone freeze right where you are! Freeze for several seconds, then 
have everyone relax again. 
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Now’s a great time 
IRU�$SSO\�ΖW�2SWLRQV��
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale.  

I couldn’t imagine baptizing the Messiah! He didn’t need to repent; I did! I felt 
so unworthy! I said, and I quote, “I am the one who needs to be baptized by 
you. So why are you coming to me?”

Cup hand by mouth and whisper. I know—I kind of sassed my Lord. I chalk it up 
to being super surprised. I think he understood. And Jesus said back to me, “It 
should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” 

How do you argue with that? So Jesus came down into the river with me. Mist 
everyone again. I baptized him. 

Baptizing someone is a big deal. It’s recognizing that person as part of God’s 
family. And Jesus is God’s Son—he’s already in God’s family! God proved to 
HYHU\RQH�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�VSHFLDO�LQ�D�KRO\�DQG�RQH�RI�D�NLQG�ZD\��+HUHȇV� 
what happened. 

 Read aloud Matthew 3:16-17.

Show the Bible Story poster. It was incredible! This picture may help you 
envision it. God, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus were all together. Years later, 
people will call that the Trinity, all three together, showing that there never 
was, nor ever will be, one like Jesus. Jesus is God’s Son. (Hallelujah!) I’ve 
baptized a lot of people, but there is no one like Jesus. 

Friends, will you stand up with me again? But this time spread out so you 
aren’t too close to anyone, and face away from me. Pause while people move.  

Jesus is the only one who lived on earth and never sinned. Only Jesus has the 
power to forgive us. Only Jesus can help us be close friends with God. When 
we sin and make a wrong choice, we can talk to Jesus about it. Jesus will 
forgive us. He won’t dunk us in a river, but he will wash away our sin and give 
us a fresh start. There’s no one like Jesus. 

As you stand there, silently talk to Jesus about something you might need to 
repent of: a lie, a bad attitude, or being mean. Think about that with Jesus 
now. Pause for several seconds. 

Now, on the count of three, turn around and face me again. It’ll be like a fresh 
start! One, two, three!  

Jesus is God’s Son. (Hallelujah!) There’s no one else like him.
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