
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O $UUDQJH�NLGV�LQWR�&RQQHFW�&UHZV�ZLWK�RQH�KHOSHUȃRU�&UHZ�*XLGHȃ 
per group.

 O Invite kids to stand in close circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�D�IRRW�ȴYH�DQG�WKHQ�VLW�GRZQ��

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Would you rather swim in a swimming pool or the ocean? Tell why. 

Experience the Bible Story
In our Bible story today, we’ll discover that God’s people, the Israelites, didn’t 
have to swim in a pool, an ocean, or even a river! God was leading them to the 
land he’d promised to give them. It wasn’t always safe or easy, but God helped 
them be brave, and God helps us be brave, too! (We’re brave!)  

The story begins on the banks of the Jordan River. Let’s imagine the Jordan 
River runs right down the center of this room. This tape will help. Make two 
tape lines about 10 feet apart down the center of your room. Then move to one 
side of the “river.” 

You all are the Israelites, and I’ll be Joshua. Israelites, come on over here with 
me to this side of the river. Pause as everyone joins you at the “bank” of the river, 
facing the other side. We have to get over there, but this river is an obstacle in 
our way. 

Okay, I need a leader from each Crew to come receive a message. The person 
in your Crew who’s wearing the most blue today will be the leader. Decide 
who that is, then send that person over to me. Pause while Crews decide. 

This will work kind of like the “Telephone Game.” I’ll whisper a sentence to 
each leader. Then, leaders, you’ll go back to your Crews and whisper the 
sentence to one person, who’ll whisper it to the next person, continuing 
around your Crew circle. The last person to receive the message will wait, and 
then all Crews will shout out the message together. Got it? 

Whisper this sentence to the leader from each Crew: When you see the priests 
carrying the Ark, follow them, but not too close. Then send the leaders back to 
their Crews to relay the message. 

Supplies  

• Bible

• “The Israelites Cross 
the Jordan River” 
Bible Story poster

• masking tape

• small paper cups  
(1 per child)

• markers
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Okay, on the count of three, shout out the message from the leaders. One, 
two, three! Laugh together if the message got a little garbled. 

Let’s read the actual message from the Bible. 

 Read aloud Joshua 3:1-5. 

Okay, Israelites, get ready! Tomorrow God will do something amazing for you. 
But for now, let’s set up camp and get some rest. Act this out with me. First, 
JDWKHU�ȴUHZRRG��Pause. Then roast some hot dogs for supper. Not too burned, 
please! Pause. Finally, read a bedtime story. Pause. Then go to bed. Have 
everyone lay their heads on their hands and pretend to sleep. 

In a sing-songy voice, say: All of God’s people, rise and shine! 

I’ve already given the priests some directions. Do you see them there by the 
riverbank? Point to the tape line. You may have to use your imaginations. See 
them now? Encourage everyone to say “yes.” 

I told those priests to lift up the Ark of the Covenant. That’s a special box that 
helps us remember God’s presence with us.

7KH�SULHVWV�DUH�WR�FDUU\�WKH�$UN�DQG�OHDG�DOO�\RX�ȴQH�IRONV�DFURVV�WKH�-RUGDQ�
5LYHU��ΖWȇV�D�ELW�ȵRRGHG�GXH�WR�WKH�UDLQ�VHDVRQ��%XW�*RG�WROG�PH�WR�WHOO�WKHP�WR�
take a few steps into the river and then freeze! Well, not freeze their toesies; I 
meant for them to stop moving through the water. 

Point toward the imaginary priests again. Look! The priests stopped. And the 
ZDWHU�VWRSSHG�PRYLQJ��WRR��ΖW�KDG�EHHQ�D�ȵRRGHG��ȵRZLQJ�ULYHU��%XW�QRZ�
WKH�ZDWHU�LVQȇW�ȵRZLQJ�DQ\PRUH��Look toward one end of your “river.” Look 
upstream with me! Shield your eyes with your hand as you all look. Way up 
there! I wish I had binoculars, but they haven’t been invented yet. It looks 
like a water wall! It’s piling up near a town called Adam. And it’s leaving the 
riverbed here dry and clear! 

We’re going to walk across the river. I know it’s a little scary. You never know 
when that water wall may crash down again and sweep us away. But God 
helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) God’s made a way for us Israelites before, 
and I know he won’t let us down. Gather everyone in a huddle with hands in the 
center, and on the count of three, shout, “Cross the river!”  

Walk toward the tape, then stop and point to the imaginary priests again. Watch 
out for those priests and the Ark, though. They’re right here, remember? Walk 
around them as you go. Lead everyone across to the other side of the river. Once 
on the other side, look back across and wave at the “priests.” 

We made it, and those priests are still bravely standing in the river. Let’s read 
what happened next.

 Read aloud Joshua 3:17–4:3

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone  
can hear. 
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You heard what God said. Leaders, I need your help again. Let’s say these cups 
are stones. Place stacks of cups in the center of the “river.” The Israelite leaders 
gathered 12 stones, one for each tribe. I want you to go into the center of  
this Jordan River and gather one cup for each person in your Crew—Crew 
Guides, too. Come and get some cups, leaders, and give them to your Crew 
members. Pause. 

The Heart of the Matter
Let’s leave the Israelites by the Jordan River for a few minutes and think 
about our own lives. Let’s talk in our Crews. 

 ! When have you faced a big, scary situation in your life? Share a quick 
H[DPSOH�IURP�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH��WKHQ�LQYLWH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�JR�ȴUVW�LQ�WKHLU�&UHZV� 

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

The Jordan River was an obstacle, and getting across may have seemed like 
an impossible situation to overcome. But, as usual, God had a plan to help the 
ΖVUDHOLWHV��Ζ�KDYH�DQRWKHU�TXHVWLRQ�IRU�\RX��

 ! How did God help you overcome the situation you shared about? What 
did he do to help you? Share an example from your own life, then invite 
Crews to talk again. 

 O Give Crews several minutes to discuss. 

God helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) Sometimes obstacles stop us in our 
tracks. But God gives us the courage we need to keep going, and God will 
make a way for us. He promised Joshua he’d go with him wherever he went—
LQFOXGLQJ�D�ȵRRGLQJ�ULYHU��$QG�*RG�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�XV��WRR��/HWȇV�WKDQN�*RG�IRU�
helping us in the past. 

 O Distribute markers to Crews.

 O +DYH�HDFK�SHUVRQ�ZULWH�RQ�KLV�RU�KHU�FXS�DQG�ȴQLVK�WKLV�VHQWHQFH��Ȋ*RG��
thank you for helping…” 

 O Have Crew members pray together, with everyone sharing what they wrote 
on their cups. 

 O End the prayer time by saying, Dear God, even when we face big, scary 
things, you help us be brave and make a way for us. Thank you, God. Amen. 

Let’s read what Joshua told the Israelites to do with their stones. 

 Read aloud Joshua 4:5-8. 

Kids may not readily 
see how God helped 
their situations. If they 
GRQȇW�KDYH�D�TXLFN�
answer, encourage 
Crew Guides to share 
their perspective and 
help kids discover how 
God may have been at 
work in that situation. 
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Show the Bible Story poster. Joshua and the Israelites built a memorial to 
remember what God had done for them.  Let’s build a memorial with our 
stones, too. If you have a large class, have each Crew make its own memorial. If 
your class is smaller, work together to make one big memorial.

A memorial helps us remember something. In this case, it helped the 
Israelites remember all God had done for them. They’d gone through some 
VFDU\�VWX��EXW�*RG�ZDV�ZLWK�WKHP�HYHU\�VWHS�RI�WKH�ZD\��

Look! Point at the imaginary priests and speak like a sports commentator. The 
priests are carrying the Ark across the river. They’re getting closer. And 
closer. And closer. They’re almost to the riverbank. And…they’re across! 

Pause and listen. Do you hear that? Have everyone cup their hands around 
their ears like they’re listening. It sounds like a trickle. No, more like a 
stream. Look “upstream” again. Whoa, now it’s rushing water! The river 
ZDWHU�LV�ȵRZLQJ�DJDLQ��$QG�KHUH�ZH�DUH��VDIHO\�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH��UHDG\�
to see what God has for us next. +DYH�HYHU\RQH�KLJK�ȴYH�D�IHZ�IULHQGV�

Now’s a great time 
IRU�$SSO\�ΖW�2SWLRQV��
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale. 
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