
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure 
to summarize what 
kids say so everyone 
can hear.

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews.  

 O $UUDQJH�NLGV�LQWR�&RQQHFW�&UHZV�ZLWK�RQH�KHOSHUȃRU�&UHZ�*XLGHȃ 
SHU�JURXS�

 O ΖQYLWH�NLGV�WR�VLW�LQ�NQHH�WR�NQHH�FLUFOHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�&RQQHFW�&UHZV��

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�WZR�HOERZ�EXPSV�

 O +DYH�NLGV�WDNH�WXUQV�VD\LQJ�WKHLU�QDPHV�DQG�DQVZHULQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�� 
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Who is your favorite person to watch on TV? If you could give a message 
to that person, what message would it be?

Experience the Bible Story, Part One
Today’s Bible story comes from the book of John in the New Testament  
of the Bible. 

Today we’ll talk about two people named John. $VN�IRU�WZR�ZLOOLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�
FRPH�IRUZDUG��VWDQG�RQ�HLWKHU�VLGH�RI�\RX��DQG�UHSUHVHQW�HDFK�-RKQ�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�%LEOH�VWRU\��0RWLRQ�WR�HDFK� We have This John and That John! 0RWLRQ�WR�\RXU�
ULJKW� This John is Jesus’ friend. He wrote the book of John in the Bible. Good 
job, This John! *LYH�7KLV�-RKQ�D�SDW�RQ�WKH�EDFN��WKHQ�WXUQ�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�RQ�\RXU�
OHIW��That John, hold tight. We’ll get to you soon. 

This John, you’ll be our leader and act out everything I tell you to do. Everyone 
else, watch This John and do what he does. 

John wrote about Jesus. So This John, pretend to write.�3DXVH� Don’t forget  
to dip your ancient pen in the ink! 3DXVH� Keep writing, and I’ll read what  
This John wrote.

 5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ��������

Okay, you can stop writing. Hmm. “In the beginning.” Those words sound 
IDPLOLDU�WR�PH��7KH\�VRXQG�OLNH�WKH�ȴUVW�ZRUGV�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�%LEOH��ȊΖQ�WKH�
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

This John, I think you’re trying to tell us something. You’re so clever! *LYH�7KLV�
-RKQ�DQRWKHU�SDW�RQ�WKH�EDFN� Jesus is the Word, and he was with God when the 
whole world started. Jesus was there at Creation because Jesus is God’s Son. 
(Hallelujah!) 

Let’s keep reading. Go ahead and start writing again, This John. Careful, 
now. Erasers haven’t been invented yet. No oopsies. 3DXVH�DV�7KLV�-RKQ�OHDGV�
HYHU\RQH�WR�ZULWH�DJDLQ��

Supplies  

• %LEOH

• Ȋ-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW�7HOOV�
$ERXW�-HVXVȋ�%LEOH�
6WRU\�SRVWHU

• VHYHUDO�VWUDQGV�RI�
&KULVWPDV�OLJKWV

��



5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ��������7KHQ�SOXJ�WKH�FRQQHFWHG�VWUDQGV�RI�&KULVWPDV�OLJKWV�
LQWR�DQ�HOHFWULFDO�RXWOHW���

Jesus is the Word from God. That’s like saying Jesus is God’s message to us. 
And Jesus is the light that brings life to everyone. So Jesus’ light brings us a 
message. I’ll show you the message with these lights. 

ΖQYLWH�ERWK�-RKQV�WR�KHOS�\RX�VKDSH�WKH�FRQQHFWHG�VWUDQGV�RI�OLJKWV�LQWR�D�ELJ�KHDUW�
RQ�WKH�ȵRRU��ΖI�SRVVLEOH��KDYH�HYHU\RQH�PRYH�WR�VWDQG�LQVLGH�WKH�KHDUW��

God had a message for the world, and that includes us. That message is, “I 
love you.” God sent his special Son, Jesus, who was fully God, to be a human, 
too. Jesus’ life shines God’s love in our world that’s become rather dark.  

 ! What are some things that have made God’s world kind of dark since 
Creation? ΖQYLWH�UHVSRQVHV�IURP�WKH�ZKROH�JURXS��

7KRVH�DUHQȇW�JRRG�WKLQJV��6LQ�DQG�VHOȴVKQHVV��OLHV�DQG�KXUW�IHHOLQJV��VLFNQHVV�
and storms all make our world dark. But This John wrote that darkness 
GRHVQȇW�ZLQ��/HWȇV�WU\�VRPHWKLQJ��:KDW�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�ZH�WXUQ�R�WKH�OLJKWV�
in our room? Will the darkness overcome or extinguish these lights? Let’s see. 
7XUQ�R�WKH�OLJKWV��

Well? Did the darkness extinguish the light? ΖQYLWH�UHVSRQVHV��Nope. And the 
dark world couldn’t blow out Jesus’ light either. The darkness just makes the 
light brighter and more beautiful. +DYH�HYHU\RQH�VWHS�RXW�RI�WKH�KHDUW�DQG�VLW�LQ�
&UHZV�DJDLQ�ZKLOH�WKH�WZR�-RKQV�VWD\�RQ�HLWKHU�VLGH�RI�\RX��

7XUQ�WR�7KLV�-RKQ�RQ�\RXU�ULJKW� This John, thanks for writing such beautiful 
words for us to read. /HDG�DSSODXVH�IRU�7KLV�-RKQ��WKHQ�WXUQ�WR�\RXU�OHIW� That 
John, it’s your turn. You are John the Baptist. 0RWLRQ�WR�\RXU�ULJKW� This John 
was Jesus’ friend. 0RWLRQ�WR�\RXU�OHIW� That John is Jesus’ cousin. You have a 
special job to do. Let’s read about it. 

�5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ��������

+ROG�XS�WKH�LOOXPLQDWHG�VWUDQGV�RI�OLJKWV� John wasn’t the light; Jesus was. But 
John told people about Jesus because the world didn’t realize that Jesus is 
God’s Son. (Hallelujah!) They were in the dark. Let’s see what that’s like. 

The Heart of the Matter
+DYH�HYHU\RQH�VWDQG�DORQJ�RQH�ZDOO�LQ�\RXU�URRP��IDFLQJ�\RX�DQG�WKH�VWUDQGV�
RI�OLJKWV��ΖI�SRVVLEOH��PDNH�LW�VR�WKHUH�DUH�FODVVURRP�REMHFWV�OLNH�WDEOHV�RU�FKDLUV�
EHWZHHQ�\RX�DQG�HYHU\RQH�HOVH��

Please follow my instructions. First, close your eyes. 3DXVH� Close them really 
tight so all you see is the dark. 3DXVH� Next, take one step forward. 3DXVH� 
Okay. Now another step. Pause. Okay, one more step forward. Keep your  
eyes closed!  

 ! What worries you about moving forward in the dark? ΖQYLWH�UHVSRQVHV�
IURP�WKH�ZKROH�JURXS��

Welcome responses, 
and repeat what is 
said. When you do, 
\RXȇUH�FRQȴUPLQJ�WKDW�
you understand and 
making sure everyone 
can hear what’s said.
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Now stop where you are, and, just for a moment, think of a dark time in your 
life. Perhaps a friend moved away, or someone you love got sick. Maybe you 
were in trouble and had to go to your room, and that felt like a dark time for 
you. I’ll be quiet for 30 seconds while you think about that dark time. It may 
feel long, but keep your eyes closed and hang in there. 

$V�NLGV�WKLQN��KDYH�ERWK�-RKQV�KHOS�\RX�PRYH�WKH�VWUDQGV�RI�OLJKWV�VR�WKH\�FUHDWH�D�
SDWKZD\�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�LQ�\RXU�URRP��

Darkness happens when there isn’t any light. But when there is light, 
darkness doesn’t stand a chance. Open your eyes! Jesus is God’s Son. 
(Hallelujah!) God’s Son, Jesus, can always bring light to dark times. 

7XUQ�WR�7KDW�-RKQ�RQ�\RXU�OHIW� John the Baptist’s job was to get people ready for 
the light. He told people to clear the way for Jesus’ coming. Let’s circle up and 
talk in our Connect Crews for a bit. 

 O :KLOH�VWLOO�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�FODVVURRP�REVWDFOHV��KDYH�&UHZV�VLW�LQ�
NQHH�WR�NQHH�FLUFOHV�

 ! Think of that favorite person from TV again and imagine he or she is 
coming to your house today. What would you do to get ready?

 O &UHZ�*XLGHV�JLYH�WKXPEV�XS�ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�KDV�VKDUHG��

You might tell a brother to move his dirty socks from the couch. Or tell a 
VLVWHU�WR�FOHDQ�XS�WKH�/HJRV�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�VR�WKH�JXHVW�GRHVQȇW�VWHS�RQ�WKHP��
Ouch! Everyone hop up and pretend you’ve stepped on a Lego. 3DXVH� Not 
cool. You might ask a parent to prepare a special meal or buy special ice 
FUHDP��2Q�WKH�FRXQW�RI�WKUHH��VKRXW�RXW�WKH�ȵDYRU�\RXȇG�ZDQW��2QH��WZR��
three! 3DXVH� Yum! 

Let’s get this room ready and clear the way so you all can get to this pathway 
of light. 'LUHFW�HYHU\RQH�DV�WKH\�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�PRYH�WKH�FODVVURRP�REMHFWV� 
Thanks! Now line up at the wall again. 3DXVH� This time keep your eyes open 
and take giant steps toward me. Sit down when you get to the light path. 
Ready? Go! 

��



Experience the Bible Story, Part Two
2QFH�HYHU\RQH�LV�VLWWLQJ�E\�WKH�OLJKWV��WXUQ�WR�7KDW�-RKQ�RQ�\RXU�OHIW� That John, 
thanks for getting the world ready for Jesus. 6KRZ�WKH�%LEOH�6WRU\�SRVWHU��Take a 
look. It’s John the Baptist, talking to those people about Jesus! 

Let’s read what you said, That John. As I read, dramatically move your mouth 
like you’re speaking to a crowd of people. Everyone else, you’re the crowd. 
Watch and listen to That John. 

�5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ������

How would you respond to John’s message? Show me! 3DXVH��DQG�HQFRXUDJH�
HYHU\RQH�WR�FKHHU�RU�ȴVW�SXPS�RU�MXPS�XS�DQG�GRZQ��

Well, not everyone was praising God for this message. Some religious leaders 
didn’t get it. They asked John, “Who are you?” Everyone, look at That John, and 
with attitude say, “Who are you?” 3DXVH��

John cleared things up right away and said, “I’m not Jesus.” That John, shake 
your head “no.” 3DXVH��Like you really mean it! 3DXVH��

But people were still confused. They asked John if he was a prophet. John 
said no. Shake your head again, That John. 3DXVH� The religious leaders 
UHPHPEHUHG�D�VSHFLȴF�SURSKHW�QDPHG�(OLMDK�DQG�WKRXJKW�PD\EH�LW�ZDV�KLP��
John said no. Keep shaking your head, That John.�3DXVH��
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1RZȇV�D�JUHDW�WLPH�IRU�$SSO\�ΖW�2SWLRQV��&KRRVH�RQHȃRU�ERWKȃRI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�
activities to support today’s Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale.

Finally, they asked again, “Who are you?” Everyone, look at That John and  
ask “Who are you?” again. This time, a little more befuddled. 3DXVH� Let’s read  
That John’s answer. 

�5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ�������

0RWLRQ�WR�ERWK�-RKQV� This John and That John told about Jesus and why he 
mattered. Jesus was God’s message of love. And that message would change 
everything. That message is for each one of you. 

0RYH�WKH�VWUDQGV�RI�OLJKWV�VR�WKH\ȇUH�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�DQG�ZRYHQ�DPRQJ�WKH�&UHZV��ΖQ�
FDVH�WKH�EXOEV�DUH�ZDUP��UHPLQG�NLGV�QRW�WR�WRXFK�WKHP��

Jesus’ love still changes our lives, too. It shines in our darkest times and 
reminds us that no matter what, God loves us, and God sent his only Son, 
Jesus, to help us and be our friend. 

Let’s thank God for his Son, Jesus. As we pray, keep your eyes open and look at 
these lights near you. Let’s pray. 

Jesus, you are God. Thanks for coming to earth to be our helper and friend. 
Help us see your light shining in our lives every day, even when it seems 
pretty dark. Thanks for your love and your light. Amen.
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