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Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews.  

 O $UUDQJH�NLGV�LQWR�&RQQHFW�&UHZV�ZLWK�RQH�KHOSHUȃRU�&UHZ�*XLGHȃ 
SHU�JURXS�

 O ΖQYLWH�NLGV�WR�VLW�LQ�NQHH�WR�NQHH�FLUFOHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�&RQQHFW�&UHZV��

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�KLJK�ȴYHV�EHKLQG� 
WKHLU�EDFNV�

 O +DYH�NLGV�WDNH�WXUQV�VD\LQJ�WKHLU�QDPHV�DQG�DQVZHULQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�� 
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time you were late for something important.

Experience the Bible Story, Part One
/HDG�NLGV�LQ�WKLV�LQWHUDFWLYH�%LEOH�VWRU\�VNLW��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�DFWLRQV�DV� 
\RX�JR�DORQJ�

Today’s Bible story is about a time it seemed like Jesus was late for something 
super important. I need you to jump in and help me discover what happened.

Jesus had three good friends: Mary, her sister Martha, and their brother 
Lazarus. They all believed that Jesus is God’s Son. (Hallelujah!) Their family 
lived in a little town called Bethany. When this story took place, Jesus was in a 
GLHUHQW�SODFH��

Let’s imagine this��SRLQW�WR�RQH�VLGH�RI�WKH�URRP� is where Jesus was. 2Q�WKDW�
VLGHȇV�ZDOO��WDSH�D�VKHHW�RI�SDSHU�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUG�Ȋ-HVXVȋ�RQ�LW��

We’ll pretend that we’re people who live in Bethany with Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus. +DYH�HYHU\RQH�VWDQG�XS��PRYH�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�URRP��WKHQ� 
VLW�GRZQ�

Well, Lazarus got sick. Friends, show me how you act when you’re sick. Lead 
HYHU\RQH�LQ�KROGLQJ�WKHLU�EHOOLHV�RU�VQHH]LQJ�DV�LI�WKH\�GRQȇW�IHHO�ZHOO� Lazarus got 
really, really sick. *XLGH�HYHU\RQH�LQ�O\LQJ�GRZQ�DQG�PRDQLQJ�DV�LI�WKH\ȇUH�YHU\�
VLFN� Mary and Martha tried to help Lazarus feel better. &KRRVH�D�IHZ�NLGV�WR�
EH�FDUHJLYHUV��You friends show me what parents or doctors do to help you 
when you’re sick. You can demonstrate on these sick people lying here. +DYH�
FDUHJLYHUV�DFW�RXW�ZD\V�SDUHQWV�RU�GRFWRUV�WUHDW�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�VLFN�

Mary and Martha knew that Jesus is God’s Son, (Hallelujah!) and they’d seen 
Jesus heal people. So they sent Jesus a message about their brother. 

+DYH�WKH�FDUHJLYHUV�UXQ�WR�Ȋ-HVXVȋ�DQG�VD\��Ȋ/D]DUXV�LV�VXSHU��VXSHU�VLFN�ȋ�7KHQ�WKH\�
FDQ�UXQ�EDFN�DQG�VLW�GRZQ�

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Supplies  

• %LEOH

• Ȋ-HVXV�%ULQJV�/D]DUXV�
%DFN�WR�/LIHȋ�%LEOH�
Story poster

• SDSHU��SHQFLOV��
FUD\RQV��VFLVVRUV��
tape

• SODVWLF�WDEOHFORWK

���



Let’s listen to what Jesus said and did. 

 5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ��������

 ! Imagine someone you love was sick and you heard Jesus say this. How 
would you feel?

Well, Lazarus got sicker and sicker and sicker. Mary and Martha had hoped 
Jesus would come in time. But he didn’t…and Lazarus died. 

Sit up and gather with your Connect Crews. 3DXVH� Talk about this together.

 ! Tell about a hope or dream you had that died or something you hoped or 
prayed about that didn’t happen. 

 O 6KDUH�\RXU�RZQ�H[DPSOH��WKHQ�OHW�&UHZ�*XLGHV�VKDUH��

 O +DQG�SDSHU�DQG�SHQFLOV�WR�HDFK�&RQQHFW�&UHZ��

 O 'LUHFW�NLGV�WR�HDFK�ZULWH�D�ZRUG�RU�GUDZ�D�VLPSOH�SLFWXUH�WR�UHSUHVHQW�ZKDW�
WKH\�VKDUHG��:KLOH�NLGV�GUDZ��OD\�D�SODVWLF�WDEOHFORWK�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�

Lazarus died, and still Jesus wasn’t there. It was time to bury him, and still 
Jesus hadn’t come. So Mary and Martha wrapped up the body and put it in a 
cave. Let’s bury those hopes and dreams you shared.

+DYH�NLGV�FUXPSOH�WKHLU�SDSHUV�DQG�SXW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�WDEOHFORWK��/HDG�
WKH�FODVV�LQ�IROGLQJ�XS�WKH�WDEOHFORWK�DQG�SXWWLQJ�LW�LQ�D�ȊFDYHȋ�XQGHU�D�WDEOH�

The Heart of the Matter 
Well, that was the end for Mary and Martha. Their brother had died. And Jesus 
had said it was for his glory. Mary and Martha probably felt puzzled by that. 
Maybe you feel that way, too. How could a sad thing bring glory or praise  
to God?

To get us thinking about a puzzling question like that, let’s make puzzles!

 O 6HW�RXW�VKHHWV�RI�SDSHU��VFLVVRUV��DQG�FUD\RQV�RU�PDUNHUV�

 O 'LUHFW�NLGV�WR�HDFK�GUDZ�D�SLFWXUH�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�ORYH�DERXW�*RG��.LGV�
PLJKW�GUDZ�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��D�PRXQWDLQ��RU�KHDUWV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�SDJH��(QFRXUDJH�
NLGV�WR�ȴOO�WKH�SDJH�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�

 O $IWHU�DERXW�WZR�PLQXWHV��KDYH�NLGV�VWRS�DQG�FXW�WKHLU�SLFWXUH�LQWR����SLHFHV�

 O /HW�NLGV�WUDGH�SX]]OHV�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�EXW�QRW�WHOO�ZKDW�WKHLU�SLFWXUHV�DUH�

 O 7LPH�NLGV�IRU�DERXW�RQH�PLQXWH�WR�VHH�LI�WKH\�FDQ�FRPSOHWH�WKH�SX]]OHV�

/HW�&UHZV�FLUFOH�XS�DQG�GLVFXVV�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�

 ! :KDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�PDGH�LW�HDVLHU�WR�ȴJXUH�RXW�\RXU�SX]]OH"

 ! What would make it easier for you to understand why sad things like 
death happen?

 ! How could a sad or puzzling time show something good about God?
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Experience the Bible Story, Part Two
Well, Jesus said this was for God’s glory, so we know something good or 
praiseworthy would eventually happen. Four days after Lazarus died, Jesus 
arrived outside Bethany. 

&KRRVH�VRPHRQH�WR�WDNH�WKH�ZRUG�Ȋ-HVXVȋ�R�WKH�ZDOO�DQG�PRYH�LW�QHDU�WKH�ȊFDYH�ȋ�

People had come to gather around Mary and Martha in their sad time. Do this 
with me. 

 O /HDG�NLGV�LQ�PLOOLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�URRP��SDWWLQJ�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�EDFN��JLYLQJ�D�
KXJ��RU�SUHWHQGLQJ�WR�GU\�WHDUV��

 O $IWHU�DERXW����VHFRQGV��KDYH�NLGV�VLW�GRZQ�

When Jesus got there, Martha ran to meet him. Listen to what they talked about.

5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ�����������([SODLQ�WKDW�WKH�ZRUG�resurrection�PHDQV�ȊQHZ�OLIH�ȋ�
<RX�PD\�ZDQW�WR�UHUHDG�-RKQ��������

Martha said she did believe what Jesus said. She trusted that Jesus is God’s 
Son. (Hallelujah!) If he said he could give new life, then she believed it �SRLQW�WR�
WKH�FDYH� even though it didn’t look like that was going to happen this time.

Mary and Martha brought Jesus to the cave where they’d put Lazarus. Let’s all 
go with them. *DWKHU�DURXQG�WKH�FDYH�DQG�VLW�GRZQ��

 5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ�����������

Let’s circle up and talk in our Crews again. 

 ! Jesus had healed people and said that people who believe in him would 
live even after dying. Why do you think Jesus let Lazarus die?

 O *LYH�&UHZV�VHYHUDO�PLQXWHV�WR�WDON��

Jesus knew that this was a chance to show that Jesus is God’s Son (Hallelujah!) 
and that he can beat death. With everyone gathered near the tomb, Jesus did 
something amazing! For four days, Lazarus had lain in the tomb, wrapped up 
in cloth, dead! Lie on the ground and wrap your arms around yourself. Close 
your eyes tight. 3DXVH��

Okay, Lazaruses, listen and act this out as I read it.

 5HDG�DORXG�-RKQ��������SDXVLQJ�VR�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�DFW�RXW�/D]DUXVȇ�SDUW�

Jesus is God’s Son! (Hallelujah!) He has God’s power and can even beat death! 
Wow! All you Lazaruses, stretch your arms. 3DXVH�DQG�OHDG�NLGV�LQ�VWUHWFKLQJ��
Move your neck to get that crick out of it. 3DXVH�DQG�OHDG�NLGV�LQ�UROOLQJ�WKHLU�
KHDGV�IURP�VLGH�WR�VLGH� Jump up and down. 3DXVH��1RZ�KLJK�ȴYH�DOO�\RXU�
friends! /HDG�HYHU\RQH�LQ�FHOHEUDWLRQ��WKHQ�KDYH�NLGV�VLW�GRZQ�ZLWK�WKHLU� 
&RQQHFW�&UHZV� 
 

���



Now’s a great time 
IRU�$SSO\�LW�2SWLRQV��
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale. 

3RLQW�WR�WKH�%LEOH�6WRU\�SRVWHU��VKRZLQJ�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�ORRNLQJ�DW�/D]DUXV�

 ! Why is it so hard for us to believe today that Jesus is stronger 
than death?

 O +DYH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�OHDG�WKHLU�&UHZV�LQ�SUD\HU��DVNLQJ�*RG�WR�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�VHH�
KLV�JORU\�
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