
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

As you invite 
responses from the 
whole group, be sure 
to repeat back what’s 
VDLG�WR�FRQȴUP�\RX�
understand and so 
everyone in the room 
can hear.

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O Have kids give their Crew Guides an elbow bump. 

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew 
*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! When have you forgotten something?

The Heart of the Matter
ΖWȇV�VR�HDV\�WR�IRUJHW�VWX��DQG�LW�FDQ�EH�HDV\�WR�IRUJHW�DERXW�*RG��WRR��ΖȇP�
going to tell you a story about how patient God is—even with the forgetful 
people he loves. 

7RGD\ȇV�%LEOH�VWRU\�EHJLQV�ZLWK�*RGȇV�SHRSOH��WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV��ȴQDOO\�VHWWOLQJ�
into the land God had promised to give them. God had made the promise a 
ORQJ�WLPH�EHIRUH��DQG�LW�KDG�ȴQDOO\�KDSSHQHG��$OO�WKH�SHRSOH�PRYHG�LQWR�WKHLU�
new homes and got comfy. I think we should do that here in our space, too! 

Have Connect Crews each choose a place in the room to be their “land” and sit in 
a circle. 

Welcome to your new land! Now that you’re settled, why not have some fun? 
Here’s something for your Crew to do. 

Give each Crew a puzzle or another simple activity to have fun with together. 
ΖQWHUUXSW�HYHU\RQH�DIWHU�WKUHH�WR�ȴYH�PLQXWHV� Wow! I got distracted and forgot 
to keep telling you the Bible story. We still have a lot to discover about God 
today. Let’s clean up and get going. Have everyone clean up the activities and put 
them to the side. 

 ! What do you think would have happened if there was no leader here 
to steer us back toward our Bible story? Invite responses from the 
whole group. 

We needed a leader to guide us toward God or we may have forgotten all 
about him and done our own thing today. That can happen in our everyday 
lives, too. Let’s talk in our Connect Crews. 

 ! Why is it sometimes easy to forget about God? 

 ! Tell about a good leader in your life who helps you follow God. Invite 
&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW���

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

Supplies  

• Bible 

• “Israel Needs a 
Leader” Bible Story 
poster

• puzzles or another 
simple activity kids 
will enjoy (1 per 
Crew)

• paper

• marker

• tape
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Even when we forget to think about God, God never stops thinking about 
us. God is patient. (Thanks, God!) And God gives us good leaders to help us 
remember what’s most important—God! 

But when leaders aren’t around, it can be easy to forget all about God. That’s 
what happened over and over in the Bible—especially in the book of Judges. 
/HWȇV�GLYH�LQ�DQG�ȴQG�RXW�PRUH��

Experience the Bible Story
As you tell the story, you’ll move with the kids around the room in a big circle, stopping 
along the way to tape a sign and do a motion. 

Joshua was Israel’s leader. With Joshua in charge, the Israelites served God. 
They didn’t forget God or how he’d helped them, so they were loyal and 
thankful. But then Joshua died. Let’s read what happened when there wasn’t 
a leader anymore. 

Read aloud Judges 2:10-12.

Well, that’s not good. The grown-ups forgot about God, so no one told the 
kids. No one taught them God’s guidelines to obey. God’s people forgot all 
about him and worshipped fake gods like the other nations around their new 
land. And that got them into trouble over and over. 

It was like a cycle. Tell me, what do you know about the word cycle? Invite 
responses. You might talk about the water cycle or how the word cycle is part of the 
word bicycle. 

0RYH�\RXU�ȴQJHU�DURXQG�LQ�D�FLUFOH�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX� A cycle is a series of actions 
that repeat over and over. In the Bible, the book of Judges shows a cycle of 
God’s people forgetting and remembering God over and over.  

Let’s make our own cycle. Imagine there is a big circle in our room. 
We’ll make our way around as we talk about the cycle of forgetting and 
remembering God. 

Have everyone gather near you and a wall or chair. First, the Israelites would 
forget God and worship fake gods. Write “Forget God” on a piece of paper and 
place it near you on the wall or a chair. Do this action with me. Have everyone 
place a hand to their foreheads as if forgetting something. Forgetting God was the 
ȴUVW�VWRS�LQ�WKH�F\FOH��/HWȇV�PRYH�WR�WKH�VHFRQG��

Have everyone move with you around the imaginary circle to another place and 
sit down. Write “Trouble” on a piece of paper and place it on a wall or chair. Have 
everyone make a panicked face and place their hands on their faces. Oh no! Let’s 
read about this trouble. 

Read aloud Judges 2:13-15.  
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Yikes! An enemy would give the Israelites trouble. God’s people were scared. 
These hard times would make them desperate for God’s help. The Bible 
says God was mad at his people. But God is also patient. (Thanks, God!) God’s 
love was bigger than his frustration. God heard the people’s misery and did 
something to help them. Let’s move around the circle and see what it was. 

Have everyone move with you around the imaginary circle and then sit down. Write 
Ȋ-XGJHȋ�RQ�D�SLHFH�RI�SDSHU�DQG�SODFH�LW�QHDU�\RX�RQ�D�GLHUHQW�ZDOO�RU�FKDLU� Judges 
were God’s leaders who helped save the day! Have everyone put their hands on 
their hips and strike a hero pose. Let’s read what our patient God did to help 
his people.  

 Read aloud Judges 2:18. 

God is patient. (Thanks, God!) God would send a leader called a judge to help 
get his people out of trouble. Judges helped the people remember and obey 
God again! Show the Bible Story poster. 

Have everyone move with you around the imaginary circle. Write “Win!” on a piece 
RI�SDSHU�DQG�SODFH�LW�QHDU�\RX�RQ�D�ZDOO�RU�FKDLU��+DYH�HYHU\RQH�SXPS�WKHLU�ȴVWV�
in the air and jump for joy. God would work through the judge to rescue his 
people. But victory was short-lived, I’m afraid. We’ve got to keep moving. 
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Have everyone move with you to one more place around the imaginary circle and 
then sit down. Write “Goodbye, Judge” on a piece of paper and place it near you on 
the circle. Have everyone wave goodbye. When the judge would die, well, I’ll read 
what happened. 

 Read aloud Judges 2:19. 

The whole cycle would start again. Here we go! Stand in the center of the 
imaginary circle, and motion for everyone to move around the circle and do each 
action as you review again. No sitting down this time!  

 O They’d “Forget God” and worship fake gods like the people around them 
were doing. (hand on forehand) 

 O That would get them in “Trouble” with an enemy. (hands on sides of 
panicked face) 

 O So God would rescue them and send a “Judge.” (hands on hips like a hero) 

 O God would work through the judge to rescue his people and defeat 
enemies. God’s people would win! �ȴVW�SXPS�LQ�WKH�DLU��

 O But then the judge would die. (wave goodbye)

Repeat this sequence several times, so kids walk around the circle several times. 
Each time, mention judges’ names, like Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, 
Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson. Finally, have everyone collapse 
DQG�VLW�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�LQVLGH�\RXU�FLUFOH��

God is patient. (Thanks, God!) Time and again, God sent judges to help his 
people get out of trouble. And time and again, God’s people forgot about him. 
God was frustrated. Angry, even! But his love never stopped. Let’s talk in our 
Crews again. 

 O Have Connect Crews sit in circles. 

 ! When has a leader or parent been frustrated or angry with you? 

 ! How do you know that person still loves you?

 O Share an example from your own life, then invite Crews to discuss. 

Even when we forget about him, God is patient. (Thanks, God) We mess up and 
choose our way over God’s way sometimes—maybe a lot of times. But God 
didn’t leave the Israelites, and he won’t leave us either. Let’s thank him with a 
prayer. Follow my lead. 

Dear God, sometimes we forget about you (place hand on forehead) 
$QG�ZH�ȴQG�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�WURXEOH��(place hands on face) 
You don’t need to help us, but you always do. (place hands on hips) 
God, you are patient. (Thanks, God!) 
Help us always remember that you’re with us. 
Amen. 

Now’s a great time 
for Apply-It Options. 
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale.
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