
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews, with one helper—or Crew Guide— 
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ȴVW�EXPSV�

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Imagine you’re planning a special meal to celebrate your birthday. What 
food would you want to eat?    

Experience the Bible Story
In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear about a special meal God told his people to 
eat before he rescued them from Egypt. We call this celebration Passover. 
Today, some people still eat this special meal to celebrate and remember how 
God took care of the Israelites back then and how God still takes care of us 
today. (Amen!) 

Instead of simply telling you this amazing story from the book of Exodus in 
the Bible, I’m inviting you all to turn on your imaginations and play a special 
part. First, each of our Connect Crew families needs an imaginary home. 

Give each Crew a blanket to sit on. Pretend these blankets are your homes. 
Imagine you’re in the land of Egypt back in Bible times. Your Crew is an 
Israelite family, and you’re all in your homes ready to eat dinner. Your 
homes are quite simple—nothing fancy. Together as a Crew family, use your 
imaginations and decide what your home is like. Talk about these questions 
together. 

 ! Where is the kitchen? What do you see in the kitchen?

 ! Where do people sleep? 

 ! Where is the door to your house? 

 O Give Crews a few minutes to imagine and discuss. 

Okay, Israelite families. You’ve had a hard day of work. You’re tired. Let’s all 
look really exhausted. Pause. Crew Guides, give each of your family members 
a light comforting squeeze on the shoulder and say, “Welcome home.” You’re 
so glad to be together after a long day. Pause. 

Supplies  

• Bible

• “God Spares the 
Israelites at Passover” 
Bible Story poster

• blankets (1 per Crew)

• crackers ! (optional)  
(1 per child) 

• masking tape or 
painter’s tape

• pens

• media player and 
quiet praise music 
(optional)

!  Allergy alert! Check 
for food allergies or 
limitations before 
serving.
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We have a lot to think and talk about with our families. Shocking and terrible 
things have happened here in Egypt lately. The Bible calls them plagues, and 
VR�IDU��QLQH�SODJXHV�KDYH�FDXVHG�D�ORW�RI�SDLQ��&RXQW�WKHP�RQ�\RXU�ȴQJHUV�DV�Ζ�
recap what’s happened. 

*RG�VHQW�IURJV�DQG�JQDWV��ȵLHV�DQG�ORFXVWV��3DXVH�DV�\RX�FRXQW�RQ�\RXU�ȴQJHUV��
Hail and darkness. Pause and count. Gross drinking water, dying cattle, and 
painful sores on the Egyptian people’s skin. Pause. Yuck. 

It was terrible…for the Egyptians, that is. But we, God’s people, have been 
okay. The bad things that happened to the Egyptians in their homes haven’t 
happened to us in our homes. God has taken care of us and kept us safe. Let’s 
all take a deep breath and let it out like we’re relieved to be okay. Pause. 

Let’s talk in our families for a moment. It’s almost nighttime now, so let’s use 
quiet voices as we talk about something serious. 

 O Have Crews form knee-to-knee circles while sitting on their blankets. 

 ! Tell about a time sad or frightening things were happening all around 
you but you were okay. Share an example from your own life to begin and 
set the tone for Crews’ conversations. Maybe a hailstorm damaged homes in 
your neighborhood but yours was okay, or most of the kids in your class got 
sick but you stayed healthy. 

 O Give Crews a few minutes to talk.  

In Egypt, the terrible plagues didn’t just appear out of nowhere. God, in his 
SRZHU��VHQW�WKHP�RQ�SXUSRVH��+H�VDZ�XV�ΖVUDHOLWHV�VXHULQJ��*RG�KDV�D�SODQ�
to rescue us, and no kingdom or pharaoh can ever stand in God’s way. God 
takes care of us, (Amen!) and nothing will stop him. 

God keeps speaking to Pharaoh through Moses. Moses is an Israelite, too, and 
he’s our leader. Let’s read what God told Moses. 

 Read aloud Exodus 11:1.

One more plague, and then we Israelites will be free! We’ll have to leave these 
homes, but we know that God takes care of us. (Amen!) God will lead us to new 
homes, where we’ll be free! 

:HȇOO�EH�DEOH�WR�OHDYH�RXU�KRPHV�ZKHQ�ZH�ZDQW�WR��(YHU\RQH��VWHS�R�\RXU�
blankets. Pause. And we’ll come back when we want to. Everyone, sit back 
down on your blankets. Pause. We won’t have to work and work and work 
ZLWK�QR�SD\PHQW��-XVW�WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKDW�GD\�ȴOOV�PH�ZLWK�KLJK�ȴYLQJ�KRSH��*R�
DKHDG�DQG�JLYH�D�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�D�KLJK�ȴYH��Pause. 

Israelites, how are we feeling? Maybe nervous? Excited? Hungry? It’s 
dinnertime, after all. Do I hear any stomachs growling? What do you want for 
dinner? Invite food ideas from the whole group. 

God told Moses what we should eat for dinner tonight. Here’s what’s on the 
menu: roasted lamb, bitter salad, and bread made without yeast. Yeast is the 
ingredient that makes bread rise, and there wasn’t going to be time to make 

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone can 
hear. 
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that kind of bread. So bread without yeast is kind of like
a cracker. 

Now the meat in our meal came from a lamb. In addition 
to telling us to eat it, God said to do something with the 
lamb’s blood, and it’s a bit unusual. Moses said that God 
told us to put some of the lamb’s blood on the doorpost of 
our home—the outside part, like this. Show the Bible 
Story poster. 

Israelites, how do we feel about these instructions? 
Echo these possible reactions after me. Place your hand 
behind your ear like you can’t believe what you’re hearing. 
“Say what?!?” Pause. Hold your stomach and look disgusted. 
“Gross!” Pause. Clasp your hands together and close your 
eyes. “Okay God. I trust you. Please take care of me. 
Amen.” Pause. 

Let’s read God’s instructions to Israelite families in their 
homes. First, he told them how to eat their meal. As I read, 
act out in your families what I say.  

Read aloud Exodus 12:11, pausing to give Crews time to 
act out the verse. 

We’ve got to eat fast! Quick, gobble up some unleavened, cracker-like bread.

Let’s keep reading and see what God will do. It’s very serious. So before I start, 
let’s take another deep breath. Pause, then whisper. Listen carefully.

Read aloud Exodus 12:12-13, reading slowly and with compassion. 

God told Moses and the Israelites what he was going to do…and that’s what 
happened. That night, at midnight, boys in the Egyptians’ homes died. But 
everyone in the Israelite homes was passed over and kept safe. The blood on 
each door was like a shield that protected everyone inside. 

Enough was enough for Pharaoh. He told Moses and all the Israelites to get 
out of Egypt. Let’s go! Move to another area of your room as if you’re stepping 
away from the scene of your story. Have everyone gather near a wall with no 
decoration. The Israelite families had followed God’s instructions, so they were 
ready to go. Since Egyptians were so ready to get them out of their land, they 
JDYH�WKHP�H[SHQVLYH�VWX� �OLNH�IDQF\�FORWKLQJ��JROG��DQG�VLOYHU��*RGȇV�SHRSOH�
were free, and they had what they needed to start a new life. 

7KDWȇV�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�RQ�WKH�YHU\�ȴ�UVW�3DVVRYHU��*RG�WROG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�
celebrate his care for them every year. 

Read aloud Exodus 12:41-42.

Pretend to eat, or, if 
you’d like, give each 
Connect Crew some 
crackers to eat. Be 
mindful of allergies 
when choosing crackers 
and distributing them to 
children.
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The Heart of the Matter
God takes care of us. (Amen!) He rescued his people from Egypt, 
and he rescued us from sin when he sent his Son, Jesus, to die on 
a cross. Let’s use this tape to make a cross on the wall. Ask for a 
few kids to help you tear tape and make a cross shape.

For the Israelites, the blood on their doorposts was a like a shield 
that protected everyone inside from death. For us today, Jesus’ 
blood protects us from death, too: spiritual death. But through 
Jesus, we can have a close friendship with God forever. God hasn’t 
just rescued you and me from sin; he’s welcomed all people into 
his family. People in our church, people in our neighborhoods, 
people in faraway countries…people everywhere are rescued by 
Jesus. We can all be God’s people now!  

God’s family is big! Let’s write on this cross the names of people 
God has rescued. When it’s your turn, write your name and the 
QDPH�RI�VRPHRQH�\RX�NQRZ�ZKR�OLYHV�LQ�D�GLHUHQW�SODFH�WKDQ�
you. After you’ve written, go somewhere in our room where you 
have some space to yourself, and silently pray and talk with Jesus 
about the person whose name you wrote. 

Play a quiet praise song as kids write names on the tape cross. 

Point to the cross. Look at all these names! God takes care of us. (Amen!) When 
we need rescuing, God does something about it. He took care of the Israelites 
in Egypt, and he’s still with us and taking care of us today.

Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one—or 
both—of the following reinforcement activities to support 
today’s Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale.
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