
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide— 
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O Have kids give their Crew Guides and each other an elbow bump. 

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time you led people. What did you like or not like about 
being in charge?  

The Heart of the Matter
Thanks for sharing! Maybe it’s hard to think of a time you were a leader. 
That’s okay. We’ll give you a chance now! 

 O In Crews, play a quick game of Simon Says, making sure each person has a 
chance to be “Simon.” 

 O ΖQ�WKLV�JDPH��6LPRQ�PXVW�JLYH�D�QHZ�GLUHFWLRQ�HYHU\�ȴYH�VHFRQGV��ΖI�VRPHRQH�
takes longer, it’s on to the next person to be Simon. 

 O Play for about three minutes, then have Crews sit down.

Let’s talk about this game.  

 ! :KDW�ZDV�GLɝFXOW�DERXW�EHLQJ�6LPRQ��WKH�OHDGHU"�Invite a few responses 
from the whole group.  

It would have been nice to have a little help—maybe a list of actions to say so 
we didn’t have to think of them on our own. I wonder if that’s how Joseph felt 
in our Bible story today. He had several uncertain times in his life. Let’s dive 
into our story and see how God helped Joseph.

Experience the Bible Story
Lead kids in this fun, interactive Bible story skit, demonstrating the 
actions as you go along.

In today’s Bible story, we’ll meet a leader who was put in charge of a whole 
nation! I’ll need your help to tell this story. But don’t worry, I’ll tell you what 
to do.

Choose one child to be Joseph, who’ll act out what you say along the way. Everyone 
else will play other roles in the story together.  

Supplies  

• Bible

• “God Helps Joseph 
Interpret Dreams” 
Bible Story poster

Welcome several 
responses, making sure 
to repeat each answer 
given. Your recap will 
allow kids to know 
they’re understood, and 
it’ll help everyone else 
hear quiet voices.
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This is Joseph. See, Joseph is waving at all of us. Pause. Imagine we all live in 
a place called Egypt. It’s a pretty powerful nation. The king of Egypt is called 
Pharaoh. See Joseph shaking his head no? Pause. Joseph is trying to tell us 
that he’s not Pharaoh. He’s Joseph. But Pharaoh has made him second in 
command. Everyone has to listen to Joseph and do what he says. But don’t 
take my word for it. Check out what the Bible says. 

 Read aloud in a whisper Genesis 41:44.

Joseph, do you want everyone here to lift an arm? Yes or no? Pause as Joseph 
responds. Have the group do what Joseph says. 

Joseph, do you want everyone here to lift their left foot? Yes or no? Pause as 
Joseph responds, and have the group do what he says. 

Joseph, do you want everyone here to sing “Happy Birthday”? Yes or no? Pause 
as Joseph responds, and have the group obey. 

See? Joseph is in charge. What he says goes. But it wasn’t always this way. 
Let’s rewind and go back a few years. 

Have everyone stand and carefully walk backward to another area in your room. 

Okay. It’s two years earlier. See Joseph sitting on the ground looking sad? 
Pause. Joseph’s in jail. Bummer. In fact, we’re all in jail. Joseph looks around at 
his fellow cellmates. Pause. And he sees Pharaoh’s cupbearer. That’s the guy 
who tastes Pharaoh’s drink to make sure no one has poisoned his favorite 
punch. Let’s all pretend to take a drink. Pause. Everyone okay? Can you all 
clap twice? Pause.�&DQ�\RX�DOO�FRXQW�WR���"�Pause. Whew! The drink must be 
safe. 

There was another person in jail, too: the Pharaoh’s chief baker. See Joseph 
giving a “What’s up?” kind of nod to the baker? Pause. Just looking at the 
baker made Joseph crave cinnamon rolls. So Joseph quickly looked away. 
Pause. 

Well, it’s nighttime in the jail. See Joseph sleeping? Pause. We should all sleep, 
too. 3UHWHQG�WR�VOHHS�IRU�ȴYH�VHFRQGV��Suddenly, the cupbearer and the baker 
sat straight up in bed! They’d each had a dream! Quick, sit up straight like you 
just woke up from a weird dream. Pause. 

The cupbearer and the baker wanted to know what their dreams meant. Let’s 
read about it. 

 Read aloud Genesis 40:5-8.

-RVHSK�FRXOGQȇW�VD\�ZKDW�WKH�GUHDPV�PHDQW�RQ�KLV�RZQ��6HH�KRZ�EDɞHG�DQG�
confused he looks? Pause. But he knew God could help him. God is good (no 
matter what!). And out of his goodness, God will help us. God helped Joseph 
interpret both dreams. 

In a nutshell, the cupbearer dreamed that he saw three grapevines and he 
squeezed grapes into Pharaoh’s cup. Let’s pretend to pick grapes and squeeze 
them into a cup. Pause. Gross. Now our hands are sticky. Let’s pretend to 
wash them. Don’t forget to use soap. Pause. 
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And the baker? Well, he dreamed about balancing three baskets of bread 
on his head. Let’s put three imaginary baskets of bread on our heads. One…
Pause. Two… Pause. Three. Pause. Then, in the dream, birds came and ate the 
EUHDG��4XLFN��PDNH�ELUG�VRXQGV�DV�WKH�LPDJLQDU\�EDVNHWV�IDOO�R�RXU�KHDGV��
Pause. 

Yup. Those were the two dreams. With God’s help, Joseph knew what they 
meant. See, doesn’t Joseph look like he knows the answer? Pause. God helps 
us, too, because God is good (no matter what!). 

In three days, the cupbearer would be back to work, tasting drinks for 
Pharaoh. But the baker wouldn’t have such a happily-ever-after. In three 
days, he’d not be baking bread; he’d be dead. Oh, dear. 

Sure enough, what Joseph said came true. Before the cupbearer left the jail, 
Joseph asked him for a favor. See Joseph clutching his hands in front of him 
and saying “Pretty please?” Pause. Let’s read what Joseph asked. 

 Read aloud Genesis 40:14-15.

You see, Joseph hadn’t always lived in Egypt. He was from the land of the 
Hebrews. But his brothers had wanted to be rid of him, and he ended up a 
servant in Egypt. 

But God is good (no matter what!). In good times and bad, God was with Joseph, 
helping him and guiding him. God had a plan, and Joseph played an important 
part in it. Okay, let’s fast-forward a little bit to another dreamer. 

+DYH�HYHU\RQH�VWDQG�DQG�ZDON�TXLFNO\�WR�D�GLHUHQW�SODFH�LQ�\RXU�URRP��

Now we’re at Pharaoh’s house. Pharaoh asked all the magicians and wise men 
in Egypt to come here and explain what his wacky dreams meant.  

First Pharaoh dreamed about cows. He saw seven healthy cows. Let’s all moo 
like healthy cows. Pause. Good mooing, thanks. Then Pharaoh saw seven 
scrawny and thin cows. Let’s moo like scrawny cows. Pause. Yikes, you sound 
terrible. But guess what? In Pharaoh’s dream, the scrawny cows ate the 
healthy ones! Let’s all swallow like we just ate a big steak—or a veggie burger. 
Pause.

Pharaoh woke up! Startled. Confused. And maybe a little hungry. But then 
he fell back asleep and kept dreaming. This time he saw seven heads of 
grain. Grain is used to make your favorite breakfast cereal. Let’s pretend to 
eat seven spoonfuls of cereal. Don’t forget to pour on the milk! Pause. In his 
dream, Pharaoh also saw seven shriveled-up heads of grain. Gross! But the 
withered grain gobbled up the healthy grain. Pretend to throw down your 
spoon, cup your hands together like a bowl, and gobble up the rest of your 
cereal. Pause. 

So Pharaoh invited us all here to tell him what the dreams mean. You’re the 
magicians and wise men, so tell us: What do they mean? Pause. Let’s scratch 
our heads like we’re clueless. Pause. That’s when the forgetful cupbearer 
remembered Joseph, his prison buddy. Have Joseph stand with you in front  
of everyone.
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 Show the Bible Story poster. God helped Joseph interpret Pharaoh’s dream, too. 
Let’s read what Joseph said. 

Read aloud Genesis 41:29-32.

After seven good years, there’d be seven bad years with no food. Pharaoh 
was so grateful and impressed, he put Joseph in charge of preparing for 
the famine. 

God is good (no matter what!). God really helped Joseph. Let’s circle up in our 
Connect Crews and talk about that. 

O Have Connect Crews sit in knee-to-knee circles. 

! Tell about a time God helped you.�ΖQYLWH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴ�UVW��

O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

Thanks for sharing. Now, let’s fast-forward again to where we started. 

Have kids quickly move back to their original seats. Have Joseph stand in front with 
you again. Joseph saved everyone in Egypt from going hungry during a famine 
when there wasn’t any food. Everyone, three cheers for Joseph! Lead everyone 
in cheering, then applaud Joseph and invite him or her to have a seat. 

Joseph’s life wasn’t always good. But God is good (no matter what!). He helped 
Joseph interpret dreams and become the leader of Egypt. And God helps us, 
too. Whether we’re happy, in trouble, or needing to know what to do, God is 
good (no matter what!), and he’ll help us!  

Now’s a great time for 
Apply-It Options. Choose 
one—or both—of the 
following reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible discoveries 
before the Friendship 
Finale. 

Go! He"p# Jo#e$ho! p
In%e&p&e% Dr'a(s

Ge!e"i" 40–41
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