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Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Divide kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ȴVW�EXPSV�

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew 
*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! What’s a characteristic you’d like others to see in you—and why? 

The Heart of the Matter
Beforehand, think of something the kids in your class really like to do: perhaps it’s 
UXQQLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\��JHWWLQJ�WR�HDW�WKH�ȴUVW�SLHFH�RI�D�VQDFN��RU�WDNLQJ�DWWHQGDQFH��

I’m looking for a volunteer to help me [say the activity you’ve chosen]. Pause 
while kids raise hands. But before you volunteer, you need to listen to what the 
TXDOLȴFDWLRQV�DUH��5HDG\"�

 O You need to always wash your hands after you use the restroom. 

 O You need to always pray before you eat. 

 O You need to always wear matching socks. 

 O You need to have a Snickers bar in your pocket for me right now. 

 O You need to be able to drive a car. 

'RHV�DQ\RQH�PHHW�DOO�WKRVH�TXDOLȴFDWLRQV"�ΖI�\RX�GR��UDLVH�\RXU�KDQG��

 ! +RZ�GRHV�LW�IHHO�WR�EH�GLVTXDOLȴHG�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�ZDQW�WR�GR"�Invite a 
few responses. Let’s talk a little more in our Connect Crews. 

 O Have everyone circle up in their Connect Crews. 

 ! 7HOO�DERXW�D�WLPH�\RXU�EHKDYLRU�GLVTXDOLȴHG�\RX�IURP�VRPHWKLQJ�FRRO��
Share a quick story from your own life to begin. Perhaps you got a penalty 
when playing soccer and had to sit on the bench, or you procrastinated doing 
homework or housework and missed out on going to a movie with your 
friends or family. 

 O Have Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

In our Bible story today, we’ll meet a man named Zacchaeus. The people who 
NQHZ�=DFFKDHXV�WKRXJKW�KH�VKRXOG�EH�GLVTXDOLȴHG�IURP�EHLQJ�IULHQGV�ZLWK�
Jesus. They didn’t think he was good enough. But Jesus had other ideas. Since 
Jesus loves everyone, (Thank you, Jesus!) Jesus sees who we are and what we 
can be—his friends! Let’s dive in to our Bible story and see what happened 
to Zacchaeus.  

Supplies

• Bible

• “Jesus Befriends 
Zacchaeus” Bible 
Story poster

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—and 
so kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!
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Experience the Bible Story
We all have happy days...and sad 
days. And some days have both 
happy and sad in them. I’m going to 
tell you a story from the Bible about 
a guy who had one of those happy 
and sad days. But instead of just 
listening to a story, you’ll actually 
help me tell it and play an important 
part!

Ready? Let’s jump into this story 
from the Bible. We’ll hang out with 
our buddy Zacchaeus—we’ll call him 
Zach for short—as he goes through 
his super-good, super-hard day. As 
you share this story, be sure to use lots 
of energy, emotion, and excitement.

Read aloud Luke 19:2.

Zach lived in a town called Jericho. Zach had a job there—he was the chief tax 
collector, which meant he made a lot of money. 

Zach made his money by collecting taxes for the Romans, but he also cheated 
and took extra money for himself. His neighbors knew Zach was cheating 
them, so they didn’t like him. Zacchaeus may have had a lot of money, but he 
wasn’t very popular. Let’s see how it feels to be all alone. 

Have kids spread out around the room so they can’t touch anyone else. They 
should all face away from you as they sit with their heads in their hands, as if no 
one wants to hang out with them. 

Then Jesus showed up. Slowly walk around the room as if you’re Jesus walking 
through town. One day Jesus came through town, and people lined up to see 
him. Zach wanted to see Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd, 
and he couldn’t reach Jesus. Without moving from your spots, try to reach me 
as I walk by. Zigzag around kids, avoiding them as they reach out to you. 

Zach couldn’t reach Jesus, so Zach climbed a tree.

! How do you think Zach—a grown-up—felt about climbing a tree? Invite a 
few responses from the whole group.

! How do you feel about climbing trees? Invite responses from the 
whole group.

Let’s pretend to climb a tree. Have kids stand and make climbing motions. Look! 
We can see now! When Jesus walked by the tree, he looked up at Zach. And he 
called out to Zach using Zach’s name. 

Read aloud Luke 19:5-6.

Je!u! Be"r#e$d!
Za%c&a'u!

Lu!e 19:1-10
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Zach scrambled out of that tree and took Jesus to his house. Well, some other 
folks weren’t so thrilled about that. They grumbled, “He has gone to be Zach’s 
guest? Everyone knows Zach is a sinner!” 

Let’s talk in our Connect Crews for a bit. Go ahead and circle up. 

 ! Why do you think people didn’t like Jesus going to Zach’s house?

 ! When have you been upset because someone who was mean got 
something nice?

 O Give Crews several minutes to discuss. 

Thanks for sharing. People didn’t see Zach’s potential. They may have 
thought, “Once a meanie, always a meanie.” But Jesus loves everyone. (Thank 
you, Jesus!) He sees potential when others see a lost cause. And guess what? 
After spending some time with Jesus, Zacchaeus wanted to change. He didn’t 
want to be a cheater anymore. Here’s what he said. 

 Read aloud Luke 19:8-10.

Zacchaeus found a friendship with Jesus. Jesus wasn’t just kind to Zach 
when everyone else was mean to Zach; he also let Zacchaeus know he was 
simply loved.

You are simply loved, too. Jesus loves you, and you’re never alone. As I call 
your name, come walk with me and welcome everyone to be friends. Walk 
DURXQG�WKH�URRP�DJDLQ��7KLV�WLPH��FDOO�NLGV�E\�QDPH��DQG�RHU�HDFK�FKLOG�D�KDQG�WR�
stand and join you as you move toward the next child. Once everyone is up, gather 
for a huddle and shout, Jesus loves everyone! (Thank you, Jesus!) 

Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one—or both—
of the following reinforcement activities support today’s Bible 
discoveries before the Friendship Finale. 
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