
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Supplies  

• Bible 

• “Jesus Forgives the 
Thief on the Cross” 
Bible Story poster

• masking tape

• chairs

• sticky notes

• pencils 

• piece of paper

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Have kids form Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ȴVW�EXPSV�ZLWK�ȴUHZRUNV�

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time you were nice to someone who didn’t deserve it. What 
made you decide to be nice? 

Experience the Bible Story
3ULRU�WR�WKH�VWRU\��XVH�PDVNLQJ�WDSH�WR�PDNH�WKUHH�FURVV�VKDSHV�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�DW�WKH�
far corner of your room. Place a row of chairs, like a city wall, between where the kids 
initially gather and the crosses.  

Today’s Bible story comes from the book of Luke in the Bible. Jesus had lived 
RQ�WKH�HDUWK�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��$QG�QRZ�LW�ZDV�WLPH�IRU�KLP�WR�GR�ZKDW�
he came here to do. It was really hard, and it’s a hard story to hear about. But 
it’s so important because it tells how Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!)

Instead of just listening to this story, though, you’ll play an active part. So be 
ready to dive in and follow along. 

Now, most every story has a good guy and a bad guy. Well, this one has 
two bad guys and one better-than-all-the-rest-because-he-is-God’s-Son-guy. 
Whisper as if telling the secret ending. That’s Jesus. 

The story takes place outside of Jerusalem—a pretty big city for Bible times. 
Shout out some big cities you’ve been to before. Welcome a few responses. 

Well, we’re going back in time to Jerusalem. I’m no longer [your name] your 
leader. Instead, I’m a Roman guard who witnessed everything that went down 
with Jesus that day. The Bible doesn’t mention my name. So tell me, what 
should my name be? Invite a few responses, then pick one—that isn’t too silly. 

Face away from the kids, then turn back to them. Well, hello there, visitors. 
I’m [your Roman guard name]. I work for the emperor of Rome, trying to 
keep the peace around here. I deal with criminals most every day and see 
that justice is served. It’s not easy, but I do my best. Sigh. Wish your visit to 
-HUXVDOHP�FRXOG�KDYH�FRPH�DW�D�KDSSLHU�WLPH��%XW�ΖȇOO�ȴOO�\RX�LQ�RQ�ZKDWȇV�
been happening. 
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Point toward the tape crosses. Outside Jerusalem is a place called The Skull. 
Creepy, huh? A Jewish man named Jesus has been arrested and sentenced 
to die there. The Jewish leaders don’t like him, and the Roman leaders don’t 
want him to make trouble. Me? I’m not sure he did anything wrong. 

Did you bring a Bible with you from the future? Wait for kids to locate a Bible. 
Great. It tells this story. Let’s read about it. 

 Read aloud Luke 23:32-33.

Let’s head over to The Skull. It’s already an upsetting day, and I don’t want us 
drawing attention to ourselves, so please move quietly.  

Walk over past the chair “wall” and have Crews sit in front of the crosses on 
WKH�ȵRRU��

Like the Bible says, one criminal was there. Point to the cross on the left. And 
one was there. Point to the cross on the right. Jesus was in the middle. He’d 
been betrayed, arrested, beaten, and lied about. It was awful. Jesus said some 
things when he was on the cross, and even after all they’d done to him, his 
ZRUGV�ZHUH�ȴOOHG�ZLWK�ORYH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�KDWH��/LVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�KH�VDLG��

 Read aloud Luke 23:34.

Look sheepish. Yeah. We did. It’s what Roman soldiers do, I suppose. While 
Jesus was forgiving, we were stealing.

People nearby weren’t behaving too well, either. They said terrible things to 
Jesus. I heard someone shout something like, “If you’re really the rescuer sent 
from God, then rescue yourself!” Mean words hurt. Let’s talk in our Crews. 

 O Have Crews sit in knee-to-knee circles. 

 ! Tell about a time someone said something mean to you. How did you 
feel? ΖQYLWH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴUVW��

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

Words can really hurt—especially if you haven’t done anything to deserve them! 
Here, by the crosses, it was hard to hear everything people said. It sounded like 
a big, grumpy, yucky, mean-fest. Do you know what I mean? If you do, make 
cranky growling noises, and I’ll tell you if you’re close. Pause while kids growl and 
mutter. Not bad. But you all seem to be friends with Jesus. It must hurt your 
heart to think of people being so cruel to him. It hurts mine now. 

Let’s pause for a second and think in our minds what kind words we’d say to 
Jesus to make him feel better…something like “I love you” or “You are brave.”  

 O Distribute sticky notes and pencils. 

 ! If you could have said something to Jesus when he was on the cross, 
what would it be? Give kids one minute to quietly think and write 
their responses.  
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I’m sure those words would have meant a lot to Jesus, especially since 
everyone else was saying such mean things. I heard the other guys on crosses 
talking, too. The criminals. Believe me, they were bad guys through and 
through. Based on our Roman laws, they deserved to die. 

Stand by the cross on the left. This guy shouted at Jesus, “So you’re the Messiah, 
are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”

Stand by the cross on the right. But the other guy? He gave his criminal buddy a 
piece of his mind. He said something like, “Don’t you respect God, even right 
before you die? We deserve to die, but he’s done nothing wrong.” Turn and 
look at the middle cross. Then he said to Jesus, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your Kingdom.”

I don’t want to mess up this next part, so I’ll read it to you. Move to the middle 
cross. Here’s what Jesus said. 

 Read aloud Luke 23:43. 

Paradise? Now I know you mostly speak English, but in my Greek language, 
that word is similar to the word for a garden. Maybe it’s like the garden in the 
beginning of God’s story, when God lived with his people. Jesus said, “You’ll 
be with me in paradise.” It made me think of a beautiful place people go after 
they die, and they’re with God. Jesus said he was going there and the criminal 
would be there, too. 

 ! How do you think the criminal felt after hearing Jesus’ response? Invite a 
few responses from the whole group. 

Hope. Peace. Relief, even. The criminal didn’t deserve it, but Jesus rescued 
KLP�IURP�IRUHYHU�GHDWK�DQG�RHUHG�KLP�IRUHYHU�OLIH��:KDW�GLG�Ζ�KHDU�\RX�
saying earlier? “Jesus rescues us?” (Yay, Jesus!)

You’ll never guess what happened next. Hold on to your hats…or hair, I guess. 
Hold your head, and have everyone else do the same. It got dark outside in the 
middle of the day. Everyone, close your eyes so it’s dark. Pause. A curtain in 
the Temple ripped in two. With kids’ eyes still closed, rip a piece of paper. And 
Jesus said one more thing to his Father, God. He said something like, “Father, I 
trust you.” And then he died. Pause for a few moments of silence. Then it was as 
if the eyes of my heart were opened. Go ahead and open your real eyes. And I 
said, “Surely this man was innocent.”

Jesus didn’t deserve to die. But he did. Sigh. There’s still a lot of mess to clean 
up here. Thanks for listening to my story, but you all had better hurry and 
go back to where you came from. Usher kids back around the “wall” and to their 
original seats.
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Now’s a great time for 
Apply-it Options. Choose 
one—or both—of the 
following reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible discoveries 
before the Friendship 
Finale.

The Heart of the 
Matter
It’s me, [your name]. I’m back! 
Show the Bible Story poster. 
Jesus didn’t rescue only this 
criminal that day; he rescued 
all of us. Even though we 
don’t deserve it, Jesus 
rescues us! (Yay, Jesus!) 

Friends, it’s okay if you’re 
not perfect. Sin happens, and 
Jesus knows it. But he still 
loves you. And his death on 
the cross can give you hope 
and peace, too. 

%ULHȵ�\�WHOO�DERXW�ZKHQ�\RX�ȴ�UVW�EHOLHYHG�DQG�EHFDPH�IULHQGV�ZLWK�-HVXV��

Because of Jesus, sin doesn’t win anymore! Love does. We get to be Jesus’ 
friends right now. And someday, we’ll be in paradise with him, too. 

Earlier you thought about what you’d say to Jesus on the cross. Let’s tell 
him right now. Let’s put our sticky notes on the poster, then huddle up for a 
prayer. Invite everyone to place their sticky notes on the poster.

If you’re Jesus’ friend, or want to be, pray this prayer with me. Do what I do. 

Jesus, when we needed help, (lift your arms in the air) 
You came to earth. (brings arms down.)
You gave up everything for us. (make an “X” with your arms, then push arms down 
to your sides)
There is nothing we can do to deserve your love. (shake your head no)
But you give it to us anyway. (hug yourself) 

Read some of the responses on the sticky notes.

Jesus, you rescue us! (Yay, Jesus!)  

If you have a large 
group, consider printing 
extra Bible Story posters 
from your Plus Digital 
USB drive for each Crew, 
and do this activity in 
Crews rather than with 
the whole group. 

Jesus, you rescue us! (Yay, Jesus!)  

Je!u! Fo"g#v$s %h$e!u! F g
Th#e& o' t(e Cr)s!

Lu!e 23:32-49
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