
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure 
to summarize what 
kids say so everyone 
can hear.

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Have kids form Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ȴVW�EXPSV�ZLWK�ȴUHZRUNV��

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! If you could have a superpower that would help people, what would 
it be?

The Heart of the Matter
While Crews discuss, use masking tape to make two long lines about 4 feet away 
from parallel walls in your room.  

Have I got a challenge for you! Have everyone stand with their Crews behind the 
tape line at one side of the room. 

Your goal is to go to the other side of the room. However, no part of your body 
FDQ�WRXFK�WKH�ȵRRU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WDSH�OLQHV��7DON�WRJHWKHU��DQG�WU\�WR�ȴJXUH�
out how to get across. Give Crews 30 seconds to talk. 

Okay. Ready? On your mark, get set, go! Pause and watch Crews’ inaction. Hmm. 
You’re all still standing there. 

 ! What’s keeping you from moving toward the goal? 

 ! +RZ�GLG�\RX�IHHO�ZKHQ�\RX�FRXOGQȇW�ȴQG�D�ZD\�WR�JHW�DFURVV" Invite 
several responses from the whole group. 

In our Bible story today, God’s people were feeling helpless and stuck, too. 
They’d been waiting for God to help them for a long time. Then God did 
something surprising. His rescue plan was bigger than they could ever have 
imagined. Let’s dive in and see what happened.

Experience the Bible Story
Give each Crew paper and pencils for each person. Today’s Bible story comes 
from the book of Luke in the New Testament of the Bible. It may be familiar 
to you because we tell it every year at Christmastime. But it’s not a story only 
for the month of December; this story is important because it tells how Jesus 
rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!)

Supplies  

• Bible

• “Jesus Is Born” Bible 
Story poster

• masking tape

• paper and pencils
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So leave the Christmas trees, twinkle lights, and gingerbread houses packed 
away, and let’s take a look at this story as if it happened on just another 
weekday and not a holiday vacation. And instead of simply listening to the 
story, you’ll all play an important part. Get ready to follow my lead! Tell kids to 
stay at the side of the room but sit in Crew circles. 

When the story begins, God’s people were living in the land God had promised 
to their ancestor, Abraham, a long time before. But life wasn’t good for them. 
Give someone beside you a comforting pat on the back. 

God’s people were part of the Roman Empire, and that meant Roman rulers 
could boss them around and tell them what to do. Crew Guides, put on your 
best bossy faces and tell your Crews to:

 O 'R����MXPSLQJ�MDFNV��

 O Give you their shoes. 

 O Put their shoes back on because their feet are stinky. 

 O Hurry! 

While the Romans bossed them around, God’s people remembered that God 
had spoken through prophets and told them that someday a rescuer would 
come and help them. They wanted that rescuer really, really bad. Everyone, 
clasp your hands in front of you like you’re begging, and say, “Please, please, 
please rescue us!” Pause. 

Now, if you needed someone to come and rescue you, who would you want to 
come? Take a piece of paper and a pencil and quickly draw a picture of a hero 
who could come and rescue God’s people from Roman rule. You have only a 
minute, so draw fast! Give kids a minute to draw. 

Okay. Hold on to your drawings. Your heroes aren’t saving the day just yet. 
Let’s read and see what the Roman ruler told God’s people to do.

 Read aloud Luke 2:1, 3.

Everyone had to go to their hometown to be counted, including a man named 
-RVHSK�DQG�KLV�ȴDQF«H��0DU\��(YHQ�WKRXJK�0DU\�ZDV�H[SHFWLQJ�D�EDE\��WKH\�
both had to go to Bethlehem, the city of David. 

David was a king earlier in God’s story. A mighty guy. Brave. Strike a brave 
pose with me. Pause. David was musical. Pretend to play the harp with me. 
Pause. That David guy was a real hero for God’s people. Maybe he looked like 
some of the pictures you drew. Wave your picture in the air, then hold it on 
your lap again. Pause. God’s people may have hoped someone like David would 
rescue them from the Romans. 

God’s people expected a rescuer, or Messiah, who’d be strong and smart and, 
well…at least a grown-up! But God had other plans. He sent his Son, Jesus, to 
earth as a baby! And he was born in Bethlehem. Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) 
What a surprise! Let’s read about it.

 Read aloud Luke 2:6-7. 

If you’d like, play the 
countdown video again 
while kids draw. 
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An unmarried couple? A baby? A manger? This probably 
wasn’t what God’s people pictured when they thought 
about how God would rescue them. But God wasn’t just 
rescuing his people from the Romans; he was rescuing 
the whole world from sin. He was sending Jesus to help 
people—his special creations—because he loved them so 
much. And no one noticed.

Show the Bible Story poster. 

! How does this picture compare with the one you 
drew? Invite a few responses from the whole group. 

God’s Son, Jesus, had come to earth! But no one really 
noticed. So God had angels make a big announcement. 
Let’s read about it. Motion to a few Connect Crews. If you’re 
on this side of the room, act out what the angels did as I 
read. Motion to the other Connect Crews. If you’re on that 
side, act out what the shepherds did.

So if I say an angel appeared, angels, what will you do? 
Pause. And if I say the shepherds were terribly frightened, 
what will you do, shepherds? Pause. Okay. I think we’re 
ready.

Read aloud with expression Luke 2:8-12. Pause after each verse for kids to act 
it out.

The Messiah had been born. The word messiah means “promised rescuer.” But 
this promised rescuer wasn’t in a palace or preparing for battle. Nope. He was 
a baby lying in a manger. 

The shepherds ran to see this baby Messiah. And there he was. I wonder 
what they said to baby Jesus? And I wonder if Mary and Joseph hesitated 
to let people who smelled like sheep near baby Jesus. This story is really 
wonderful—it’s full of things that make us wonder a little. And that’s okay! 
Let’s wonder and talk a bit in our Connect Crews. 

O Have Crews sit in knee-to-knee circles. 

! When it comes to Jesus’ birth, what do you wonder about? Invite Crew 
*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴ�UVW��

O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

God’s people needed help, but surely they never expected God to move like 
WKLV��ΖQVWHDG�RI�VHQGLQJ�D�'DYLG�����WR�HDUWK��*RG�ZHQW�KLPVHOI��%DE\�-HVXV�ZDV�
fully God and fully human. It’s hard for us to understand, but it’s true. God 
loved us so much that he came to earth to feel our sadness and forgive our 
sin. God loved us so much, he made a way for us to be near him. 

Hmm. I have a way to help you get across this room. 
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Have Crews line up behind the tape again, with Crew Guides at the end of each line. 
+DYH�WKH�ȴUVW�SHUVRQ�LQ�HDFK�OLQH�SODFH�D�GUDZLQJ�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�DQG�VWHS�RQ�LW��+DYH�
WKH�VHFRQG�SHRSOH�LQ�OLQH�SDVV�WKHLU�GUDZLQJV�WR�WKH�ȴUVW�SHRSOH�WR�SXW�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�
in front of them again so they can both step forward on another paper. Have the 
UHPDLQLQJ�NLGV�LQ�OLQH�SDVV�WKHLU�SDSHUV��WRR��DQG�KDYH�WKH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�RHU�WKHLUV�
as well but remain behind. Kids will be able to move forward, one step at a time, by 
walking on their drawings. 

You made it! +DYH�&UHZV�JLYH�HDFK�RWKHU�KLJK�ȴYHV�DQG�WKHQ�FLUFOH�XS�ZLWK�WKHLU�
Connect Crews in their original spots in the center of the room. I provided an 
unexpected way to help you get across the room. And, through Jesus, God 
provided an unexpected way for us to be close friends with God. Jesus rescues 
us. (Yay, Jesus!) 

Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one—or both—of the following reinforcement 
activities to support today’s Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale.
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