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Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide— 
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O Have kids give their Crew Guides and each other three pats on the back. 

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.  
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time something turned out better than you thought it 
would. What happened?

Experience the Bible Story
Lead kids in this interactive Bible story skit, demonstrating the actions as  
you go along.

I can’t wait to share today’s Bible story—it’s the most important story ever! 
But I’ll need your help to tell it, so listen and do what I do.

Our story starts out on a really sad note. Show me your saddest face. Make 
a sad face. Jesus, who had never done anything wrong—ever—had been 
arrested, beaten, and sentenced to death. While his mother and friends 
watched, they nailed him to a wooden cross and left him there to die. 

But the story wasn’t over. Early the next morning, a few women who had 
been Jesus’ friends made their way to the tomb. Walk in place. They carried 
spices to anoint Jesus’ body. Cup hands in front of you as you walk in place. When 
they got to the tomb, something had changed. Listen.

 Read aloud Luke 24:2.

Come on, let’s look inside the tomb. Stoop down and walk a few steps forward. 
It wasn’t what they saw inside the tomb that was so surprising; it was what 
they didn’t see. The tomb was empty! Jesus was gone! Stand up straight, and 
place your hands on your cheeks in shock.

They stood there, stunned and confused. What was going on? Where was 
Jesus? Hold palms up and shrug shoulders as if confused. 

Suddenly two men in dazzling white robes appeared. They must have been 
mega-dazzling—maybe bright and shining like lightning—because the women 
ZHUH�WHUULȴHG�DQG�IHOO�WR�WKH�JURXQG�RQ�WKHLU�IDFHV��Kneel with your face to 
the ground and cover your head with your hands. The Bible describes what 
happened next.

 Read aloud Luke 24:5-7.

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Supplies  

• Bible

• “Jesus Comes Back 
to Life” Bible Story 
poster

• large sheets of paper 
(1 per Crew)

• markers

125



Suddenly, the women did remember! They rushed back to tell Jesus’ disciples 
what had happened. Rapidly walk in place. When the disciples heard the news, 
it made no sense to them. The didn’t believe it.

Show the Bible Story poster. But Peter, one of the disciples, jumped up and ran 
to the tomb. Run in place. When he got there, he stooped to look inside. Stoop 
and put your hands next to your eyes as if looking. 

Hmm. There was only the linen that Jesus’ body had been wrapped in. 
Nothing else. Staggered by this, Peter walked away, wondering what had 
happened. 

But that still wasn’t the end of the story. Later, Jesus’ friends were together, 
talking about the empty tomb and what it could mean. Then something 
incredible happened! The Bible says it this way.

Read aloud Luke 24:36-37.

:RZ��-HVXV�VXGGHQO\�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLV�IULHQGV��7KH\�ZHUH�VFDUHG�DW�ȴ�UVW��6KRZ�
me your best scared face. Make a scared face. 

So Jesus showed his friends the wounds on his hands and feet. Hold out your 
hands, palms up. He even asked for something to eat! Then he reminded them 
of what had been predicted about him. Let’s read what happened next.

Read aloud Luke 24:45-47.

Because Jesus came back to life, we can be forgiven for our sins. Jesus rescues 
us. (Yay, Jesus!) We could never get rid of our sins on our own. We need Jesus—
he’s the only one who can rescue us. That’s how much he loves us! 

The Heart of the Matter 
Remember the question you talked about before—about a time something 
turned out better than you thought it would? Well, this story sure turned out 
better than it looked at the start!

Jesus makes joy possible. Because of Jesus, we’re forgiven! We can be close to 
God. Because of Jesus, we’re never alone and we’re always loved. This news 
makes me so thankful. Let’s do something to thank Jesus now.

O Form Connect Crew circles, and give each Crew a large sheet of paper 
and markers.

O Have Crew Guides draw a large heart.

O Encourage Crews to write thank-you notes to Jesus inside the heart.

O Have each Crew stand in a circle and together hold the poster in the center of 
the circle.

Let’s thank Jesus right now for rescuing us and giving us joy. This can be an 
eyes-open prayer. As I pray, look at the poster you created, and thank Jesus in 
your own heart. Lead in prayer.
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Now’s a great time for 
Apply-it Options. Choose 
one—or both—of the 
following reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible discoveries 
before the Friendship 
Finale. 
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