
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time getting to know each other in smaller 
groups called Connect Crews.  

 O Divide kids into Connect Crews, with one adult helper—or Crew Guide—
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�GRXEOH�KLJK�ȴYHV��

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew 
*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Tell about a time you were sick. How did you get better?

Experience the Bible Story
God always loves us. (Wow, God!) He wants to be close to us. But our sin is like 
a sickness; it gets in the way and separates us from God. 

 O Have kids all hold out their right hands like one side of a balance. 

 O On one hand, God always loves us. (Wow, God!)

 O Have kids all hold out their left hands, too, like the other side of a balance. 

 O But on the other hand, God doesn’t love sin. 

Today we’ll explore a story in the Bible. Instead of just listening to the story, 
you’ll actually help me tell it and play an important part! 

&KRRVH�VRPHRQH�WR�EH�1RDK��4XLFNO\�GUDZ�VHYHQ�VWLFN�ȴJXUHV�RQ�D�SLHFH�RI�SDSHU�
and give it to Noah. Noah, here’s your family. You’ll need to keep them with 
you. Let’s read what the Bible says about Noah. 

 Read aloud Genesis 6:9. 

Wow! What a compliment! Pat Noah on the back. Noah wasn’t perfect, but he 
walked closely with God. 

God has nice things to say about us, too, because God always loves us. (Wow, 
God!) And Noah loved God. Noah was righteous. That means he tried to do 
what was right. Everyone else in the world? Not so much. Let’s see what was 
written about them.

 Read aloud Genesis 6:11-13.

People were corrupt. That means they had gone bad. Sin had made them sick 
and rotten. Show me the face you’d make if you bit into a rotten apple. Pause. 
Yuck! What once was good had become quite bad. 

Supplies  

• Bible 

• piece of paper and 
marker

• “A Flood Covers the 
Earth” Bible Story 
poster

• small mirrors  
(1 per Crew)

• dry-erase markers  
(1 per Crew)

• wet wipes  
(1 per Crew)
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Sin is like a rotten sickness with no cure. We can’t 
make ourselves good again. Romans 6:23 says, 
“For the wages of sin is death…” And that’s what 
happened in Noah’s story. God told Noah he was 
JRLQJ�WR�VHQG�D�ȵ�RRG�WKDWȇG�PDNH�DOO�OLYLQJ�WKLQJV�
die. Hold out your right hand. On one hand, sin 
leads to death. Hold out your left hand. But on the 
other hand, God’s love lives forever. God always 
loves us, (Wow, God!) and he showed his love to 
Noah, his family, and two of every kind of animal. 

Show the Bible Story poster. God told Noah to build 
a boat. Some Bible translations call it an ark. Go 
ahead, Noah, and act out what I say. First, chop 
down some trees. Pause. Now saw them into 
boards. Pause. Now hammer the boards together. 

Pause. Good. Keep going. 

Motion to the rest of the kids. Speaking of animals…that’s you! While Noah 
NHHSV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�ERDW��ȴ�QG�D�SDUWQHU�QHDUE\�DQG�GHFLGH�WRJHWKHU�ZKDW�
kind of animal you’ll both be. We need two of every kind of animal…or at least 
D�IHZ�GL�HUHQW�NLQGV��<RX�KDYH����VHFRQGV�WR�GHFLGHȐJR��Count down from 
10 seconds. 

Great. We have our animals two by two, and it looks like our boat is ready. 
It’s over there! Designate one area of your room as the “boat.” Noah, take your 
family and board the boat. Pause while Noah walks over to the boat area. Okay, 
animals. Two by two, you’ll move and make your animal noises as you join 
Noah and his family in the boat. 

Gather everyone to sit down in the “boat” area. This place smells like a zoo. 
Whew! Let’s read what happened next. 

Read aloud Genesis 7:11-12.

7KH�ȵ�RRGZDWHUV�JRW�UHDOO\�GHHS��<RX�FRXOGQȇW�HYHQ�VHH�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�
anymore. Because of sin, all living things died. The people and animals on the 
boat were the only survivors.  Have kids turn to the person beside them, give a 
comforting pat on the back, and say, “We’re okay.” /HWȇV�ȴ�QG�RXW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�
DIWHU�WKH�ȵ�RRGLQJ�VWRSSHG��

Read aloud Genesis 8:1-5. 

God remembered Noah. But he, his family, and the animals had to stay on the 
boat for a while. Maybe it was like being on a really long road trip, or in this 
case, a boat trip. Hmm…what can we do to pass the time? I know! Let’s play “I 
Spy.” I spy with my little eye something… Choose and say the color of something 
in your room. Invite kids to guess until they’re correct. 

/HWȇV�VHH�LI�WKH�ȵ�RRGZDWHUV�KDYH�JRQH�GRZQ��Choose a child to be a raven, and 
KDYH�WKH�FKLOG�SUHWHQG�WR�ȵ�\�RXW�RI�WKH�ERDW�DQG�FRPH�EDFN��1RSH��6WLOO�ȵ�RRGHG��
Let’s keep playing. Play another round of “I Spy.”  

/HWȇV�FKHFN�RQ�WKH�ȵ�RRG�DJDLQ��/HWȇV�VHQG�D�GRYH�WKLV�WLPH��Choose a child to be 
D�GRYH��DQG�KDYH�WKDW�FKLOG�FRR�DQG�SUHWHQG�WR�ȵ�\�RXW�RI�WKH�ERDW�DQG�FRPH�EDFN��
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1RSH��6WLOO�ȵRRGHG��Play another round of “I Spy.”  

Okay, time to send out a dove again. Choose a child to be a dove, and have that 
FKLOG�FRR�DQG�SUHWHQG�WR�ȵ\�RXW�RI�WKH�ERDW��ȴQG�DQG�SLFN�XS�VRPHWKLQJ�JUHHQ��WKHQ�
come back to the boat. The dove brought us a green leaf! It’s almost time to 
leave the boat. 

*HW�WKLV��7KH�%LEOH�VD\V�1RDK�ZDV�����\HDUV�ROG�ZKHQ�WKH�ȵRRG�VWDUWHG��DQG�
KH�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�ERDW�IRU�DERXW�D�\HDU��6R�EHIRUH�ZH�JHW�R�WKLV�
boat, let’s help Noah celebrate his 601st birthday and sing “Happy Birthday” 
to Noah. Sing “Happy Birthday” together. Okay. Let’s send out one more dove.  
&KRRVH�D�FKLOG�WR�EH�D�GRYH��DQG�KDYH�WKDW�FKLOG�FRR�DQG�SUHWHQG�WR�ȵ\�RXW�RI�WKH�
ERDW�DQG�WKHQ�ȴQG�D�VHDW�RXWVLGH�WKH�ERDW��

Hooray! The dove found a place to land. Finally, let’s get out of this boat and 
back to our seats. Have everyone move back to their Connect Crews. 

Hold out your right hand. On one hand, God gave the world a fresh start. Hold 
out your left hand, too. %XW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��OLNH�D�\XFN\�ȵX�EXJ��VLQ�VLFNQHVV�
has a pesky way of coming back. God knew that’d happen. So God made 
D�SURPLVH�WR�1RDK�WR�QHYHU�GHVWUR\�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLWK�D�ȵRRG�DJDLQ��$QG�D�
rainbow reminded God’s people of his love for them. We still see that sign in 
the sky today. 

The Heart of the Matter
Let’s talk about this question in our Connect Crews. 

 ! Think back to that time you were sick. What were your symptoms? 
Tell a story from your own life. Perhaps you had a cold and your symptoms 
included feeling really tired and having a runny nose. Then give time for 
Connect Crews to talk. As they talk, give each Connect Crew a small mirror, a 
dry-erase marker, and a wet wipe. 

Sin is like a sickness. And we see symptoms of sin in our lives every day. 
Because of our sin sickness, we may choose to tell a lie instead of telling the 
truth. Use a dry-erase marker to make a dot on a mirror. And because of our sin 
sickness, we say mean things to friends or family members. Make another dot 
on the mirror. 

In your Connect Crews, let everyone have a turn making a dot on the mirror. 
Those dots represent the symptoms of our sin sickness that show up in our 
lives every day. Pause. 

 ! Now pass around the mirror and look at yourself. What do you see? 

It looks like you’re sick with a yucky rash. We can’t get rid of sin on our own. 
We need Jesus. God loves us so much, he sent Jesus. Hold out your right hand. 
On one hand, sin leads to death. Hold out your left hand, too, then extend both 
arms out to make the shape of a cross with your body. On the other hand, Jesus 
paid the price for our sins when he died on the cross. And Jesus beat death 
when he came back to life. He gives us new life and a fresh start every time 
our sin sickness gets the best of us. Jesus washes away our sin. Have Connect 
Crews use wet wipes to erase the dots. Now pass around the mirror and look at 
yourself again. God always loves us, (Wow, God!) and this is how he sees you—
clean, forgiven, and simply loved! 

Now’s a great time 
for Apply-It Options! 
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale.
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