
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per 
group.

O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�KLJK�ȴ�YHV��

O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew 
*XLGHV�JR�ȴ�UVW��

! What’s something you’d want to take with you on a long journey? Why?

The Heart of the Matter
Let’s start with a big picture challenge! 

O Form pairs. 

O Designate one person in each pair to be the “Director” and the other the “Artist.”

O Give each “Artist” a piece of paper and a pencil, and have pairs sit back to 
back with the Artist facing away from you.  

O Hold up the picture of a star for only the Directors to see. 

O Directors, it’s your job to describe how to draw this shape without 
saying what it is. In other words, tell your partner what to draw without 
giving the big picture. Artists, no talking and no peeking! 

O Give kids about two minutes to draw. Then compare the Artists’ pictures to 
yours. If time allows, have kids switch roles and repeat the activity, using your 
snowman drawing as a guide.  

! What was it like to follow directions when you couldn’t see the big 
picture? Invite a few responses from the whole group.

We can trust God. (Trust God!) But it’s hard to trust when we don’t see the big 
picture. In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear about a man who trusted God even 
when he didn’t fully understand. 

Supplies  

• Bible

• star drawn on a large 
piece of paper

• snowman drawn on a 
large piece of paper

• paper 

• pencils

• “God Calls Abram” 
Bible Story poster

But it’s hard to trust when we don’t see the big 
picture. In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear about a man who trusted God even 
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Experience the Bible Story
During Opening Options, ask one expressive child to play the part of Abram, and 
have that child join you in the front of the room now. “Abram” will lead kids in the 
actions you describe. Explain that everyone will follow Abram’s actions and do 
everything he does. 

Let’s meet a man who trusted God even when he didn’t understand exactly 
what God was doing. His name is Abram, and here he is now! Let’s wave! 
Pause. As you hear this story, do everything Abram does. 

Abram was getting up there in years. See how he’s sort of hunched over? 
Pause. And see how he squints when he’s looking around? Pause.  

We know he’s rich because Abram has lots and lots of sheep. Everyone, let’s 
hear your best sheep sounds. Pause. Perfect! 

One day, God told Abram to pack up and go to a land God would show him. 
Listen to this.

 Read aloud Genesis 12:1-3.

That sounded great! God would bless Abram. That means he liked Abram and 
he had special plans for him. Motion to everyone. And by the way, God likes 
you all and has good plans for you all, too. Go ahead and give your neighbor a 
pat on the back. Pause.   

Back to Abram. Abram trusted God, so he pulled out a suitcase. Pause. And 
threw in his underwear. Pause. And his sandals. Pause. And all his robes. 
Pause. Wait—hadn’t you better fold those? They’ll get wrinkled. Pause.

He also tossed in his tents. 3DXVH�EULHȵ\��DQG�WKHQ�TXLFNO\�PRYH�WKURXJK�WKH�
following list. And his tools and his toothbrush and his cooking pots and his 
bowling trophies and even his family. He thought about tossing in his sheep, 
but that would be silly. They could just walk. 

And, boy, did they walk! See Abram trudging to the left? Pause. God is leading, 
but Abram doesn’t understand where they’re going. The sheep are following 
along, so baa to your left. Pause. Now Abram’s trudging to the right. Pause. 
Baa to your right, sheep. Pause. 

Abram looks so tired he can hardly move. Pause. And the sheep are so tired 
that when they baa, it sounds like they’ll fall over. Everyone, let’s hear some 
tired “baas”! Pause. 

At last Abram stops and sets up camp, then sits down. Pause. /HWȇV�ȴQG�RXW�
where he stopped. 

 Read aloud Genesis 12:6.

There in the land of Canaan, Abram, his wife, his nephew, and all his sheep 
stretched and yawned and settled in for the night. Pause. Almost at once 
there’s soft snoring in the air. Pause. 
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Then God appeared to Abram—enough snoring! 
Here’s what God said! 

 Read aloud Genesis 12:7.

$EUDPȇV�WUXVW�LQ�*RG�SDLG�R� ��*RG�SURPLVHG�WKDW�
he’d give Abram and his family that land someday. 
That sounded great to Abram, so he built an altar 
to thank God. Then the journey continued. He and 
his sheep continued traveling for a loooong time. 
Abram, keep marching in place for a while, and I’ll 
jump ahead to the next part.  

God had promised to make a great nation out of 
Abram, but that was years ago—and Abram still 
didn’t have any kids. Sometime later, God spoke to 
Abram again. Let’s see what he said. 

 Read aloud Genesis 15:1-3.

Abraham didn’t quite understand God’s plan, did he? Let’s look at some stars. 
Let’s see you all shine by raising your “jazz hands.” Pause and demonstrate by 
UDLVLQJ�\RXU�KDQGV��SDOPV�RXW�DQG�ȴ�QJHUV�VSOD\HG��DQG�VKDNLQJ�\RXU�KDQGV��

Show the Bible Story poster. God told Abram to go outside and look at the stars. 
Pause. “That’s how many descendants you’ll have,” God said.

As Abram looked at all the glittering stars, his heart was so happy. Abram 
believed God. Abram trusted God! And we can trust God, too! (Trust God!)

Give yourselves a hand!

/HDG�NLGV�LQ�DSSODXGLQJ�WKHLU�H�RUWV��DQG�SRLQW�Ȋ$EUDPȋ�EDFN�WR�D�VHDW�

We can trust that God is who he says he is and that he’ll do what he says he’ll 
do. Let’s talk about this in our Connect Crews. 

! What’s something you’re trusting God for in your life right now? 

O ΖQYLWH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�WR�VKDUH�ȴ�UVW��

O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

Remember the drawing activity we did earlier? The big picture was clear 
right away. That’s how it was with Abram. God didn’t promise to give Abram 
everything he’d ever wanted exactly when he wanted it. But God did promise 
to give him land and a special family. God promises us things, too. God 
promises to love us and always be with us. And through Jesus, God’s promised 
to give us forever life with Jesus. Those things are amazing! We can trust God
(Trust God!) and his promises.

Go! Ca"l#
Ab$a%b$

Ge!e"i" 12:1-8; 15:1-6
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Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options! Choose one—or 
both—of the following reinforcement activities to support 
today’s Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale.
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