
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Form Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�D�ȴVW�EXPS�

 O Kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew Guides 
JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Would you rather do things with a big group of friends or just a few?  
Tell why.

Experience the Bible Story
Our story starts with a man named Gideon getting ready for a big battle with 
an even bigger enemy! I’ll be Gideon, and you can be my army. We’ll need a 
mighty army! Gather kids in a huddle and begin counting them. 

Good! We have a decent-size army here. You all look strong. Show me your 
muscles. 3DXVH�ZKLOH�NLGV�ȵH[� You look superhero-brave. Lead kids in posing 
with hands on hips. We’re good to go take on those mean Midianites that keep 
stealing our crops and making our lives miserable! Lead kids in cheering.

Wait. God has a message for me. I’ll share it with you. 

 Read aloud Judges 7:2-3.  

$Q\RQH�IHHOLQJ�D�OLWWOH�QHUYRXV�DERXW�ȴJKWLQJ�WRGD\"�Point to a Crew Guide. 
You seem a little pale. You’re excused. Send the Crew Guide to the other side of 
the room, then point to someone else. You look a bit worried. You’re excused. 
Continue “excusing” about half of the kids and sending them to the other side of 
the room.

Wow! This army suddenly got a lot smaller! Gideon didn’t get to bring his 
IULHQGV�EDFN�WR�ȴJKW��EXW�l want everyone to be part of this story, so come on 
back together. Welcome the “excused kids” back.

Okay, army! We may be smaller in number, but we’re strong, we’re tough, and 
we’re ready to take on those Midianites. They’ve been so mean to us, and God 
heard our cries for help. So God told me to lead us to victory. Ready? Lead kids 
in a loud cheer again.

Um, this is awkward. I’m getting another message from God. He says to wait…
we’re not ready yet. This time I’m supposed to take you down to the river for 
a drink. Have kids sit down.

Supplies  

• Bible 

• “Gideon Leads God’s 
People” Bible Story 
poster

• paper bowls (1 per 
child)

• pitchers of water

• paper

• markers
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3ODFH�D�ERZO�RQ�D�WDEOH�RU�WKH�ȵRRU�LQ�IURQW�RI�HDFK�FKLOG��DQG�KDYH�&UHZ�*XLGHV�
help pour water into each bowl.

This is your personal stream of water. You don’t have a cup, and you can’t 
pick up the whole stream—or the bowl. Show me how you’ll drink water.

Let kids demonstrate how they’d drink. Some may scoop up water with their hands, 
some may put their faces into the bowl, and some may slurp from the edge of the 
bowl. Let kids notice how others are drinking, too. Then have everyone stand up. 

God told me to watch for anyone who put their lips to the water to lap it up, 
sort of like a puppy dog. Those people could go home. If any kids drank that 
way, have them sit down. People who scooped up the water with their hands 
stayed in the army. Wow—I’m not sure about God’s way to choose an army. 
And now we’re even smaller! But I trust God.

In the Bible, Gideon had only 300 men in his army! I need a few more to get 
close to that. Have all the kids stand up again and quickly move the water out of 
the way. 

Okay, smaller army! We can do this! We’ve got this! God is with us, and he’ll 
help us defeat the Midianites. We Israelites haven’t always been true to God. 
But God is patient. God’s always stayed true to us. Let’s go! Lead kids in a loud 
cheer again.

Um, well, not quite yet. God says we need the right equipment. And, uh, this 
is kind of strange. Usually I equip my army with swords and shields. But God 
VD\V�ZH�QHHG�VRPHWKLQJ�GLHUHQW�

+ROG�XS�\RXU�OHIW�ȴVW� First, we need torches. Here’s mine. Can you all hold up 
yours, too? Pause while everyone holds up “torches.”

Ahh! Now it’s nice and bright here in the darkness outside the Midianites’ 
camp. We also need clay jars. Have kids dump the water from their bowls back 
into the water pitchers and then hold up their “clay jars” with their right hands. 
Hmm. These are unusual weapons. 

 ! +RZ�ZRXOG�\RX�IHHO�ȴJKWLQJ�D�KXJH�DUP\�ZLWK�MXVW�D�IHZ�PHQ��D�KRUQ��D�
torch, and a clay jar? Invite a few responses from the whole group. 

Well, God has patiently showed us his plan, and I trust him. Whisper. By now, 
QLJKW�KDV�IDOOHQȃLQ�IDFW��LWȇV�PLGQLJKW��7KH�HQHP\�LV�VOHHSLQJ��*RG�ȴQDOO\�
says it’s time! This is the battle plan: I’ll split you into three groups to sneak 
around and surround the Midianites. Form three groups, and have them tiptoe 
WR�GLHUHQW�DUHDV�RI�WKH�URRP�

 Read aloud Judges 7:19-20.   

Lead kids in acting it out as you read.

 O Make trumpet sounds.

 O Throw down the “clay jar” bowls. 

 O Raise “torches” high and shout, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”

Welcome several 
responses, making 
sure to repeat each 
answer given. Your 
recap will allow kids 
to know they’re 
understood, and it’ll 
help everyone else 
hear quiet voices.
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Show the Bible Story poster. Here you can see the chaos that erupted when 
we trusted in God’s plan! The Midianites got scared and confused. They ran 
around slashing each other with their swords! They scattered and ran away. 
That made it easy for our army and some smaller surrounding armies to 
round them up and defeat them. Lead kids in cheering.

Talk about this, inviting responses from the whole group.

 ! +RZ�PLJKW�WKH�VWRU\�KDYH�EHHQ�GLHUHQW�LI�*LGHRQ�KDG�UXVKHG�LQWR�
battle with a bigger army?

 ! What makes this story so surprising? 

 ! How does Gideon’s story encourage you to trust God?

God is patient. (Thanks, God!) And we can trust him! Even though the Israelites 
hadn’t always been true to God, God was patient and true with them. He saw 
they needed help, and he answered their pleas in an unusual way. Without a 
doubt, it was God who won that battle and not the Israelites on their own. 

The Heart of the Matter
Gideon wanted as many warriors as possible in battle with him. That makes 
sense, doesn’t it? But God patiently told him that this battle was for God’s 
glory—not someone else’s. God knew this was a time for people to realize his 
power—not the power of his people. Let’s explore that a little. 

 O Hand each person a sheet of paper and a marker

 O Have everyone draw a large happy face on the paper.
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Let’s talk about this in Connect Crews.

 ! What’s a problem you’re facing or recently faced? Invite Crew Guides to 
VKDUH�ȴUVW��$V�LQGLYLGXDOV�VKDUH��KDYH�WKHP�WHDU�WKHLU�SDSHU�LQWR�IRXU�SLHFHV�

Now I have two questions for you to think and talk about. They’re kind of 
tough, but I can tell you’re up for it! 

 ! )LUVW��KRZ�FRXOG�*RG�ȴ[�\RXU�SUREOHP"�

 O Give Crews a few minutes to discuss. 

Here’s the second question to talk about. 

 ! How could God be JORULȴHG through your problem? Or how could people 
see God’s love or power through your problem?

 O Give Connect Crews several minutes to discuss.

8VXDOO\�ZH�DVN�*RG�WR�ȴ[�WKLQJVȐWR�PDNH�WKHP�HDVLHU�IRU�XV��Guide kids 
in laying their ripped papers back together. But God has a bigger plan, a 
grander picture! 

 O Let Connect Crews each use their torn pieces to create one large Crew picture 
RU�GHVLJQ�RQ�D�WDEOHWRS�RU�ȵRRU��

 O Invite each Connect Crew to present its picture or design to the whole group.

When we worry or complain or don’t understand, God is patient. (Thanks, 
God!) God can help us look at things in a new way, seeing his glory through 
our brokenness.

Now’s a great time 
for Apply-It Options! 
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale.
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