
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews.  

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide— 
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ORZ�ȴYHV�

 O +DYH�NLGV�WDNH�WXUQV�VD\LQJ�WKHLU�QDPHV�DQG�DQVZHULQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�� 
&UHZ�*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! Which superhero do you think is the bravest? Why?

Experience the Bible Story
Today’s Bible story is an exciting one, and I’ll need your help to tell it.  
Okay? Okay!

6R�ΖȇP�JXHVVLQJ�\RX�DOO�NQRZ�ZKDW�JLYLQJ�D�WKXPEV�XS�VLJQ�ORRNV�OLNH��6KRZ�PH�
D�WKXPEV�XS��Pause.�*UHDW��1RZ�VKRZ�PH�D�WKXPEV�GRZQ��Pause. Great again.

ΖQ�RXU�VWRU\�WRGD\��\RXȇOO�JLYH�D�WKXPEV�XS�RU�WKXPEV�GRZQ�WR�D�TXHVWLRQ�Ζ�
DVN��ΖI�\RX�JLYH�D�WKXPEV�XS��\RXȇOO�DOVR�\HOO�Ȋ<HV�ȋ�ΖI�\RX�JLYH�D�WKXPEV�GRZQ��
you’ll yell, “No way!” Let’s practice. 3UDFWLFH�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV�OLNH�Ȋ'LG�
you brush your teeth today?” or “Do you like pizza?” 

Now it’s time for our story. God’s people, the Israelites, are right at the edge 
of the land God promised them when they left Egypt years before. Their 
leader, a guy named Moses, wants to know what’s waiting for them in this 
new land. God told Moses to send 12 spies into the land to check out the place 
before they go in.

Hmm. Sending spies to check things out: Do you think that’s a good idea? 
7KXPEV�XS�RU�WKXPEV�GRZQ" Pause. What about the number of spies? Is 12 
HQRXJK"�WRR�PDQ\"�:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW����VSLHV"�7KXPEV�XS�RU�WKXPEV�
down? Pause.

Well, it’s God’s idea, and he hasn’t failed us yet, so we’re going with it. And 
Moses agrees. Let’s see what Moses says to the spies. 

 Read aloud Numbers 13:19-20. 

Supplies  

• Bible

• “Caleb Trusts God 
Will Help” Bible  
Story poster
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Moses wants the spies to bring back a lot of information! Is getting all that 
LQIR�D�WKXPEV�XS�RU�WKXPEV�GRZQ"�Pause.

So the spies get ready to sneak in to explore. 

But…well…you all don’t really look like spies to me. I’d better see about this. 
When I count to three, move across the room to that wall. Motion to a wall. I 
want to see your best sneaky spy way of moving. One, two, three! Pause as 
Crews sneak to the wall. 

Hmm. I’m still not sure. When I count to three again, move back to where you 
were. And this time I want to see some real sneaking and spying! Ready? One, 
two, three! Pause.

Okay, that was a little better. I think you’ll be okay. 

7KH�VSLHV�VQHDNHG�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�ODQG�DQG�ZHUH�JRQH�IRU�TXLWH�D�ZKLOH��2QH�
week passed. Two weeks, and still they weren’t back. Three weeks! How many 
RI�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�VSLHV�DUHQȇW�FRPLQJ�EDFN"�7KXPEV�XS�LI�\RX�WKLQN�WKH\ȇUH�RND\�
DQG�ZLOO�EH�EDFN��7KXPEV�GRZQ�LI�\RX�WKLQN�WKH\ȇUH�JRQHUV��/HWȇV�YRWH��Pause.

The spies were gone for a long time. Forty days! But they did come back. 
Whew! Glad to hear they’re all okay. After all that time, they came back with 
JRRG�QHZV�DQG�EDG�QHZV��/HWȇV�KHDU�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�ȴUVW��*LYH�PH�D�WKXPEV�
up! Pause. 

Let’s listen to the spies’ good news. 

 Read aloud Numbers 13:27.

<D\��7KH�FURSV�DUH�IDQWDVWLF��*UDSHV�DV�ELJ�DV�EDOORRQV�DQG�ȴJV�DQG�
pomegranates. This one bunch of grapes was so big that it took two people to 
FDUU\�LW��7KDW�VRLO�PXVW�EH�DPD]LQJ��1R�GRXEW�DERXW�LWȃLWȇV�D�ODQG�ȵRZLQJ�ZLWK�
milk and honey. Sounds like a great place! One of the spies, Caleb, said, “Let’s 
JR�DW�RQFH�WR�WDNH�WKH�ODQG��:H�FDQ�FHUWDLQO\�FRQTXHU�LW�ȋ�

:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN"�6KRXOG�*RGȇV�SHRSOH�PRYH�RQ�LQ"�ΖV�WKDW�D�WKXPEV�XS�RU�D�
WKXPEV�GRZQ"�Pause.

The spies’ news sounded pretty good. Just look! Show the Bible Story poster. But 
that wasn’t the whole report. Let’s listen in for more spy news.

 Read aloud Numbers 13:31-33.

Oh no! A lot of people already live there in walled cities. And the grapes aren’t 
the only big things growing in this new land—there are giants living there. 

Crew Guides, stand up. You’ll be the giants. Pause. Everyone else, get on your 
knees and crawl around this area while the “giants” roam the land. Pause as 
kids crawl and Crew Guides walk among them. 

Yikes, those giants look really big compared to you guys. I guess that’s why 
one of the spies said, “We felt as small as grasshoppers! That’s how we must 
have looked to them!”
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Okay, grasshopper spies, please move back to your Crews. Giants—I mean 
Crew Guides—you can sit back down, too.

I’m thinking that the people who live in this new land won’t be thrilled to 
have a whole bunch of Israelites show up, ready to take over! Given the giants 
and all, now�ZKDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�PRYLQJ�LQ"�7KXPEV�XS�RU�WKXPEV�
down? Pause.

Ten of the spies thought it was a bad idea to try to take over the land. They 
said, “We can’t go up against them! They’re stronger than we are!” The rest of 
the Israelites sided with the 10 spies. They were afraid and didn’t trust God. 
6KRZ�PH�D�ELJ�WLPH��WZR�ȴVWHG�WKXPEV�GRZQ��Pause.

But two of the spies—Caleb and Joshua—didn’t think that way. Despite what 
everyone else said, they believed that since God had promised the land to his 
SHRSOH��KHȇG�KHOS�WKHP�WDNH�RYHUȃQR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��7KDWȇV�D�KXJH�WKXPEV�XS��
6KRZ�PH�D�GRXEOH�WKXPEV�XS��SHRSOH��Pause.

You know, what the spies reported was true. There were lots of tribes living in 
the land. There were strong, walled cities. There were large people and strong 
ZDUULRUV��%XW�*RG�KDG�SURPLVHG�WKH�ODQG�WR�KLV�SHRSOH��VR�WKH�UHDO�TXHVWLRQ�
the Israelites had to answer was this: Do we trust God to be faithful and keep 
his promise to us? 

Turns out the Israelites didn’t choose to trust God. They ignored Caleb and 
Joshua. And God wasn’t too happy. In fact, God said that of that current 
generation, only Caleb and Joshua would be allowed to enter the Promised 
Land. Everyone else who was at least 20 years old would end up dying before 
God’s people were allowed in. And in the meantime, the people would have to 
go back and wander in the wilderness for 40 years! That’s one year for every 
day the spies had been gone exploring.
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And that’s where we leave the story, with the Israelites heading back to the 
wilderness and having to wait to enter the Promised Land.

I want to hear what you think about this story. Circle up with your Crews, and 
let’s talk about it.

The Heart of the Matter
In your Crews, talk about this.

 ! Tell about a time it was hard for you to trust God. Start by giving an 
example from when you were a kid. Maybe your family had to move and you 
were scared to go to a new school. Then invite Crews to talk together. 

 O Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

God helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) Just like Caleb and Joshua, we can go 
against the crowd and be brave because God is with us. I’m not saying going 
against the crowd is always easy; in fact, it can kind of feel like this.

Have half of the group stand on one side of the room and half on the other side. 
Have you ever been in a crowd of people all walking in one direction but 
you’re trying to walk in the other direction? Let’s see what that’s like.

Designate a narrow pathway across the room. Kids will try to walk to the opposite 
side of the room without touching anyone walking in the opposite direction. 

 ! What was it like trying to get across the room in this activity? Take a few 
answers from the whole group.

 ! How is that like going against the crowd in real life? Invite a few 
responses again.

It’s not always easy to go against the crowd. It can feel uncomfortable and 
even scary sometimes. But God helps us be brave. (We’re brave!) Caleb and 
Joshua trusted God. They remembered times God had helped them in the 
past, and they knew God would be with them in the future. 

The next time you need to be brave and go against the crowd, remember 
Caleb and Joshua. And remember that God is always with you!

1RZȇV�D�JUHDW�WLPH�IRU�$SSO\�ΖW�2SWLRQV��
Choose one—or both—of the following 
reinforcement activities to support today’s 
Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale.

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone  
can hear.
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