
We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply circle up with 
the kids. If you have 
helpers, form smaller 
groups so each child 
can be known—and so 
kids can befriend your 
helpers, too!

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone  
can hear.

Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in 
smaller groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide— 
per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�KLJK�ȴYHV��XVLQJ�WKH�EDFN�RI�
their hands.

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew 
*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��&UHZ�*XLGHV�FDQ�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��Ȋ:KHQ�\RX�ZHUH�D�NLG��
what did you want to be when you grew up?”

 ! What do you want to be when you grow up? Why?

The Heart of the Matter
Sometimes the things you learn and practice now lead you toward what you’ll 
do when you grow up. We’ve all got some pretty cool and special skills! Let me 
show you something I’m good at, and you see if you can guess it.

Act out something you’re good at, such as riding a bike, gardening, or cooking. 
Continue for about 30 seconds, or until kids guess correctly. Then share a little 
about why you like doing that thing or who taught you to do it.

1RZ�ZHȇOO�KDYH�D�&RQQHFW�&UHZ�6KRZ�DQG�7HOO��&UHZ�*XLGHV��\RXȇOO�JR�ȴUVW��$FW�
out something you’re good at, and give your Crew friends about 30 seconds to 
guess what it is. Then tell a little about your skill or how you learned to do it.

Give a few minutes for Connect Crews to have their Show-and-Tell.

 !  What cool skills did you discover?

 ! How did it feel to get to share something you’re good at?

Supplies  

• Bible 

• “God Tells His People 
How to Build the 
Tabernacle” Bible 
Story poster

• box or bag for 
holding supplies

• paper

• pen

• tape

• aluminum foil 
squares 

• plastic spoons

• yarn

• markers
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No matter what talent or skill you shared, it was given to you by God. And 
God guides us today, (Follow God!) helping us use those skills to do his work! 

In today’s Bible story, God wanted a special place where he could meet with 
his people, the Israelites. He guided them, asking each person to share his or 
her skills to make that awesome place! Let’s see what happened.

Experience the Bible Story
Set out a box or bag containing aluminum foil, yarn, plastic spoons, paper, and 
markers. They don’t need to be sorted or divided.

God’s people had been stuck in Egypt until God rescued them and set them 
IUHH��7KDW�PHDQW�WKH\�JRW�WR�OHDYH�(J\SW��WDNLQJ�DOO�WKHLU�VWX�ZLWK�WKHP��

Motion to the box of supplies. 

+HUHȇV�WKH�VWX�ZH�QHHG�WR�WDNH��6HQG�XS�VRPHRQH�IURP�\RXU�&RQQHFW�&UHZ�
to get some jewelry (hold up the foil), some wool (hold up the yarn), wood (plastic 
spoons), and some other things that belong to you (hold up a piece of paper and 
some markers).

Let someone from each Connect Crew come and gather supplies for their “tribe.” 

God freed the Israelites, but they still didn’t have a homeland. That meant 
WKH\�KDG�WR�FDUU\�WKHLU�VWX�DV�WKH\�ZDQGHUHG�WKH�GHVHUWȐIRU����\HDUV��/HWȇV�
JUDE�RXU�VWX�DQG�ZDQGHU�D�ELW��

Have each Crew member hold some of the Crew’s supplies as you lead kids around 
the room. Gather in one corner for a few seconds, then say, “Nope, can’t stay here” 
or “This is a little close to that enemy army,” and move along. After a couple of 
minutes, have Crews sit down.

God guided the Israelites, just as God guides us today. (Follow God!) But God 
wanted a special place where his people could worship him. So God told the 
Israelites to make something called a tabernacle. 

The word tabernacle means “to dwell.” This was sort of where God would live 
among his people. Wow! If it’s God’s house, it’s going to be awesome. God 
guided his people, giving them directions for building his house. Let’s see how 
God got started.

 Read aloud Exodus 35:5-9. 

)LUVW��*RG�WRRN�D�KXJH�RHULQJȃDQG�WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV�EURXJKW�DQG�PDGH�SOHQW\��
Anyone who had jewelry donated it. Use your foil to make some rings or 
QHFNODFHV�RU�RWKHU�IDQF\�VWX��Allow about a minute for kids to make “jewelry.”
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 Read aloud Exodus 35:22.  

Have kids bring their “jewelry” to make a pile in the center of the room.

Let’s see what else the people brought.

 Read aloud Exodus 35:23. 

Have kids color a few sheets of paper brown to be “leather” and bring it forward, 
along with the yarn and plastic spoon “wood.” 

 Read aloud Exodus 35:25. 

Have kids color some of the paper blue, purple, and red, then add it to the pile.

Wow, you’ve been working hard. But we’re just getting started. Once all the 
supplies were there, God put two people in charge. Choose two people, and 
invite them to stand with you. God knew they had just the right skills to carry 
out God’s plan. Plus, these leaders knew other people’s skills, so everyone had 
an important job! 

Bring out tape, and let your two “leaders” guide everyone in making a small tent-
like structure with the items. Assist them as needed. Refer them to the Bible Story 
poster to give them an idea of what they’re making. (It’s okay if your tabernacle 
doesn’t look exactly like the one in the picture!) 

Your two “leaders” could assign tasks such as

 O making the wooden frame with spoons, 

 O ȴQLVKLQJ�FRORULQJ�WKH�SDSHU�

 O reshaping the foil to make little bowls to go outside the Tabernacle, and

 O taping the colored paper “leather” together so it can cover the structure. 
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$OORZ�ȴYH�WR����PLQXWHV�IRU�NLGV�WR�EXLOG��

:KHQ�ȴQLVKHG��WKDQN�HYHU\RQH�IRU�WKHLU�KDUG�ZRUN��+DYH�&RQQHFW�&UHZV�JDWKHU�LQ�
knee-to-knee circles so Crews can talk.

 ! How do you think the Israelites felt about working so hard on the 
Tabernacle? Why?

 O Give Crews several minutes to discuss. 

The Israelites gave all they had for God’s home. They gave jewelry, leather, and 
wool that they’d brought from Egypt. But they also used their skills in building, 
sewing, and carving.

Have Crews talk about this question.

 ! Sometimes we think of God’s work as being only for grown-ups like 
pastors or missionaries. What work might God want you to do for him—
even as a kid?

God has given each person special gifts, abilities, and talents—things you’re 
good at! God guides us (Follow God!) and gives us work to do. You can trust that 
God will guide you to use your skills to do big things for him!Now’s a great time 

for Apply-It Options! 
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement 
activities to support 
today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale.
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