
Bi!l" Di#c$v"r%
Circle Up & Connect
Let’s circle up and spend a little time getting to know each other in smaller 
groups called Connect Crews. 

 O Have kids form Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.

 O Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

 O +DYH�NLGV�JLYH�WKHLU�&UHZ�*XLGHV�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ZDY\�KLJK�ȴYHV�

 O Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew 
*XLGHV�JR�ȴUVW��

 ! What’s your favorite thing to do with friends?

The Heart of the Matter 
Choose a color you’re wearing that only some of the kids are wearing. For the 
purposes of this lesson, we said green. But choose whatever color you want as long 
as only some kids are wearing it.

I can’t wait to share today’s Bible story with you! But…well…this is a little 
awkward…but…I can’t share it with all of you. Just with the people wearing 
green. If you’re wearing green, come on up! If you’re not, well, sorry. Pause as 
kids wearing green come forward. Then continue speaking to everyone.

The thing is, I like people who wear green. Motion to the kids wearing green. 
They’re just like me. They look like me, don’t you think? All that beautiful 
green. Plus, they think like I do, especially about important things like what 
FRORU�WR�ZHDU��1R�RHQVH�RU�DQ\WKLQJ��EXW�Ζ�MXVW�GRQȇW�TXLWH�WUXVW�SHRSOH�ZKR�
aren’t wearing green. I usually don’t even talk to them.

Gather the kids wearing green into a huddle with you. Whisper together about 
anything, such as what movies they like, their favorite sports, favorite pizza 
toppings, and so on. As you whisper, periodically stand up and look at the other 
NLGV�EULHȵ\��7KHQ�JR�EDFN�WR�ZKLVSHULQJ�IRU�D�WRWDO�RI�DERXW�WZR�PLQXWHV�EHIRUH�
speaking to the whole group again.

You all look kind of lost out there. Maybe just this one time I can talk to 
everyone, not just the people wearing green. Have kids wearing green sit back 
down with their Connect Crews.

 ! If you weren’t wearing green, how did it feel to be left out by me? Talk in 
your Crews.

 ! If you were wearing green, what was that like? Call out your answers.

In today’s Bible story, we’ll meet someone who was used to being left out—
until she met Jesus, that is. Let’s see what happened.

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can be 
the Crew Guide. Simply 
circle up with the kids. If 
you have helpers, form 
smaller groups so each 
child can be known—
and so kids can befriend 
your helpers, too!

Supplies  

• Bible

• “Jesus Talks With a 
Samaritan Woman” 
Bible Story poster
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Experience the Bible Story
I’ll need your help with this story. Hop up and do what I do. 

One day Jesus and his disciples were walking through the region of Samaria. 
(walk in place)

They kept walking, and walking, and walking, and walking some more. (keep 
walking in place)

Finally, they decided to take a break. (stop walking)

They were tired. (stretch and yawn)

And they were hungry. (rub your belly)

Jesus sent his disciples to a nearby town to buy some food. (point into 
the distance)

Then Jesus sat down by a well to wait. (pretend to look at a wristwatch)

Soon a Samaritan woman came to the well to get some water. (walk in place as 
if carrying a bucket)

Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” He must have been thirsty from all 
that walking. (hold throat as if thirsty)

The woman was surprised! (make surprised face)

Usually Jews refused to have anything to do with Samaritans. (place hands in 
front of you, facing away)

The woman said to Jesus, “You’re a Jew, and I’m a Samaritan woman. Why are 
you asking me for a drink?” (shrug shoulders as if confused)

Read aloud John 4:10.

Show the Bible Story poster. 

“But sir, you don’t have a rope or 
bucket, and this well is very deep,” said 
the woman. (pretend to pull a heavy bucket 
from a well)

 Read aloud John 4:13-14.

“Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me 
this water!” (bend one knee and pretend to 
plead)

Jesus said, “Go and get your husband.” 
(point into the distance)

“I don’t have a husband,” the woman 
said. (hold out empty hands)

Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have 
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D�KXVEDQGȃIRU�\RX�KDYH�KDG�ȴYH�KXVEDQGV��<RX�WROG�WKH�WUXWK�ȋ��KROG�XS�ȴYH�
ȴQJHUV�

“Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. I know the Messiah is 
coming—the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.” (point to head)

 Read aloud John 4:26. 

Just then the disciples came back and scolded Jesus for talking to a Samaritan 
woman. �VKDNH�LQGH[�ȴQJHU�

Meanwhile, the woman believed Jesus. She ran back to the village, telling 
everyone, “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did! I think he 
might be the Messiah!” (run in place)

Lots of people came from the village to listen to Jesus, and lots of them 
believed in Jesus as the Messiah! �JLYH�KLJK�ȴYHV�

Thanks for your help! You can sit down with your Crews now. 

In this Bible story, Jesus’ disciples didn’t want him to even talk to the 
Samaritan woman.

+DYH�NLGV�WDON�LQ�WKHLU�&UHZV��&UHZ�*XLGHV�FDQ�JR�ȴUVW�

 ! When is a time you’ve seen people not want to have anything to do with 
another group of people? 

 ! Has there ever been a time in your life when someone didn’t want to be 
friends with you, even though they didn’t know you? What was that like?

It’s hurtful when people don’t want to be our friends. In our Bible story, 
the Jews didn’t want to be friends with the Samaritans because they were 
GLHUHQW�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU��$QG�IHHOLQJV�OLNH�WKDW�VWLOO�KDSSHQ�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG�
today. But Jesus isn’t like that. Jesus loves everyone! (Thank you, Jesus!) And 
Jesus wants everyone to believe in him.

 ! +RZ�ZRXOG�WKH�HQGLQJ�RI�WKLV�VWRU\�KDYH�EHHQ�GLHUHQW�LI�-HVXV�KDGQȇW�
talked to the Samaritan woman? Call out your answers. Welcome several 
responses from the whole group. 

If Jesus had refused to talk to the Samaritan woman, she would never have 
NQRZQ�WKDW�KHȇV�WKH�0HVVLDK��6KH�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�SHRSOH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
Jesus was special—that he was God’s Son! 

And she would never have run to the village to tell all the other people about 
him, so they would never have believed in Jesus. That’s why it’s important to 
tell everyone about Jesus—because everyone needs him. 

 ! What’s one thing about Jesus you could tell a friend or neighbor? Crew 
*XLGHV��\RX�FDQ�VKDUH�ȴUVW��Pause.

It’s so important to tell others about Jesus. Jesus wants everyone to follow 
him because Jesus loves everyone! (Thank you, Jesus!)

Now’s a great time 
for Apply-it Options. 
Choose one—or 
both—of the following 
reinforcement activities 
to support today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
Friendship Finale. 
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