
Advent is a time of preparation - preparation for God's promises to 
come to reality. What God promised is realized in Jesus Christ - good 
news of great joy. Is your soul prepared to receive such joy? 

Dec. 16 Philippians 4:4-7 
Dec. 23 Hebrews 10:5-10 
Dec., 30 Colossians 3:12-17 
Jan. 6  Ephesians 3:1-12 
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We exist for God's glory.   
Guided by God's Word, through worship and prayer, we will share 
joyfully the good news of Jesus Christ to make more disciples and 
bring the light of Christ to Lincoln and beyond. 

Children’s Choir 
Lightening the Advent Candle 
Songs of Praise 
Responsive Reading 
Pastoral Reflection 
Offering 
Scripture Reading 
Pastoral Reflection 
Song of Response 

143 Wait for the Lord 
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Angels We Have Heard On High 
Luke 3:1-18 
O Come All Ye Faithful/We Adore You 

Hearing loop available. 
Switch hearing aides 
to T-coil mode. 

Childcare available for children up to age 3 
Children's worship (age 3—grade 2) 
Stop by the welcome center for a free gift. 

We are a part of the Evangelical Covenant Church, a rapidly growing multi-ethnic denomination. 



“I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth, 
My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear it and rejoice. 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.”  
    -Psalm 34:1-3 
Thank the Lord for his willingness to humble himself to become a man in  
order to save you. 

Compassion & Connection Meeting. Mon., 7:-00 PM in the chapel. 
Middle School Girls Bible Study. Mon., 3:30-5:30 PM @Sherri’s. 
Ladies Bible Study. Tues., 9:30 AM. 
Music Team Rehearsal. Wed., 5:30 PM. 
Confirmation (Middle School). Wed., 6:00 PM. 
Pinecones (Kindergarten-1st Graders). Wed., 6:15 PM. 
Camp Evergreen (3rd-5th Graders). Wed., 6:15 PM. 
Worship & Music Meeting. Wed., 7:00 PM. 
Reviival (High School Group). Wed., 7:45 PM. @ Schwarting/Nelson’s. 

Wassail. Tonight at 5:00 PM 
Come join your church family and friends for an evening of carols, cookies 
and cups of wassail. Do you have a favorite Christmas cookie recipe or a 
new cookie recipe you want to try? The Wassail crowd would love to 
serve as "taste testers"! If you are willing to share a few dozen nut free 
cookies for First Covenant's 55th annual Wassail celebration, please leave 
these Christmas treats in the lower level kitchen on Sunday morning. 
Kid-involved Christmas Service. December 24, at 6:00 PM  
This is an interactive, impromptu service that is fun for the whole family. 
Traditional Candlelight Service. December 24, at 7:30 PM 
Stay for a more traditional service that will include lessons and carols. 
Annual Meeting. January 20, Following Worship 
Constitution and Bylaws that will be put forward for a vote at our annual 
meeting are available for review. 

Pastoral Reflection. Luke 3:1-.18 
December 9, 2018 

Follow and share today’s sermon using the YouVersion Bible App. Look for the 
“events” tab and find First Covenant Church. 

Share: Tell a family member one thing that you’re trusting God to     
handle.  Ask them to share with you the same. 

 

Encourage: Write a note to someone who is experiencing fear and    
worry. Let them know you're praying that God will give them the      
courage they need. 

 

Evaluate: Make an inventory of the things that bring you joy. 

 
 
Express: Make the time and space to share a meal and a fun experience. 
This is such a busy week! Don't miss the joy of sharing the experience of 
Christmas with each other.  
 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
Where there is injury, pardon.                                                                         
Where there is discord, union.                                                                         
Where there is doubt, faith. 
Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. 
Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

— Prayer for Peace of St. Francis of Assisi 


