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Think About This:  Do you know any refugees?  Have you had a personal        
relationship with a refugee?  Your answer to that question is a resounding 
“YES” when you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  If you wonder 
what I am talking about, check this out:  Matthew 2:13 says: “An angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his 

mother and escape to Egypt.  Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”   
 

Mission Focus:  Compassion for those in need.  In this month of November, we want to focus on three ways you can 
show compassion for those in need:   
1. volunteer to help a refugee family 
2. help with Operation Christmas Child 
3. take the opportunity to give Gifts that Make A Difference   
Additional details for each of these opportunities appear elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 

Missions Team (Compassion and Connections):  The Missions Team has begun meeting jointly with the Outreach & 
Evangelism ministry.  We have adopted a new group name:  Compassion and Connections Ministry.  We are working 
together because we are involved in “missions” anytime we respond to God’s call on our hearts to serve and show 
compassion for those in need, whether physically, emotionally, or spiritually.  Those in need are in Lincoln as well as 
Congo, or Syria, or Ecuador.   
 

Our Vision:  We joyously share in Christ’s call to make disciples of all nations, showing his love for all people through 
participation in ministries of compassion, mercy, and justice and by sharing the Good News with people of different  
cultures and nations.   
          

 
 
Daylight Saving Time ENDS on Sunday, November 5th.  Set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed on Saturday night.  Enjoy the extra hour of sleep! 

 
 

 
 

 

Refugee Co-sponsorship  Lutheran Family Services in Lincoln is a recognized     
refugee resettlement agency.  They regularly receive refugee families and help them 
get settled in Lincoln.   
 They need help!  They are looking for churches to co-sponsor a refugee     
family.  Co-sponsorship requires a commitment to that family for a minimum of three 
months (plus for a likely three additional months).  This is not primarily a financial 
commitment—it is a commitment of time, patience, and love:  how to shop, how to 
use a bank, how to get around town, how to find a job, etc.    Volunteers partner with 
a LFS case manager to help with all those many things that go into finding how to 
live and be comfortable in a foreign culture, and to provide a 
personal touch.   

 There will be more announcements about this opportunity in the coming 
weeks.  Now is a good time to start praying about whether God is calling you to this 
ministry.  If you have questions, contact Mike Bingeman or Dick Nelson. 
 



Packing Party for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes  On Sat., Nov. 11th,      

(time still TBD), we will be packing the shoeboxes in the fellowship hall.  Everyone 

is welcome to help (elementary school students and younger need to have a   

parent with them).    

 Please bring all shoebox items to the tub in the parlor by Sun., Nov. 5th.  

Contributions of money are also greatly needed as shipping costs per box have 

now risen to $9.00.  Monetary donations can be mailed to the office or put in the 

offering plate labeled Shoeboxes.  Thank you ahead of time for your contributions.   
 
 
 

 First Covenant will be holding a Fall Craft Fair on Sat., Nov. 18th, from 
9:00AM—2:00PM.  Proceeds will go towards helping our Sr. High youth with 
the costs associated with CHIC 2018.  
 There are many vendors with some very unique crafts, ranging from 
soap, jewelry, baked goods, wooden items, sewing projects, home decorating 
items, and on and on.  Our church building is filled on both floors!  This would 
be a special way to get some early Christmas shopping done.   
 A concession stand will be available all day, as well.  
 
 
 
 
 

Gifts That Make A Difference  Give those people on your shopping list 
something that will touch their heart: a gift in their honor given to enrich the lives 
of those who have little and whose needs are great.   
 We will have a table set up in the parlor on Sunday, November 26, December 
3, and December 10 with gift catalogues from Covenant Cares, Samaritan’s Purse, 
and International Justice Ministry.  Ministry members will be there to answer  
questions. Take a catalogue home and consider an appropriate way of honoring those 

on your gift list.  If you have children, help them pick out a gift they can give to honor their loved ones. 
 
 

 
 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS: 
 

WASSAIL:  Make plans to attend First Covenant’s annual Wassail event 

on Sunday, Dec. 10th, at 7:00 PM.  The evening will include lots of      

Advent music, Christmas carols, cookies and, of course, hot wassail.  
 

CHRISTMAS  EVENT  FOR  FAMILIES  First Covenant will be putting on a 

Christmas event for families again this year, titled “Miracles of Jesus”.  

This free, open-house style family event will be held on Sat., Dec. 16th, 

beginning at 10:00 AM.  More details to come, but if you have       

questions, contact Jennifer Flynn. 
 

CHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICES: 

 6:00 pm  Kid-involved Christmas Eve Service 

 7:30 PM  Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service  



 The Eastridge Food Pantry is always in need of more food     
contributions.  You have shared generously in the past, and help is 
needed now for Thanksgiving and Christmas (and can continue all 
year).  There is a list of the items needed on the table in the parlor for 
you to take home as a reminder. 
 

The following items are especially needed: 
 canned Chef Boyardee meals 
 jellies/jams 
 Hamburger Helper 
 crackers 
 spaghetti sauce 
 salad dressings 
 baking items (sugar, flour, cooking oil) 
 personal care items (toilet paper, shampoo) 
 

 Also, the Pantry could use more volunteers.  Various times and duties are available—contact 
Stuart Westburg for details. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER  CHILDREN’S  WORSHIP 
Nov. 12—Kelsey Timme 

Nov. 19—Elizabeth Nelson 
 

NOVEMBER  MOWER 
Nov. 5—Ben Moore 

5th—Russell Masterson 
6th—Quentin Wotruba 
8th—Jennifer Wood 
10th—Jessica Wood 
12th—Alicia Admiraal 
12th—Kenly Kottmeyer 
13th—Anna Carlson 
22nd—Addie Erickson 
24th—Rose Allinder 
24th—Evan Miller 
29th—Jennifer Davidson 

FINANCIAL  UPDATE  (as of 10/27/17)  

General Fund    
Beginning Balance     $  15,592.92 
Receipts                       182,039.35 
Expenses              -      189,320.46 
Ending Balance    +    $    8,311.81 

Building Maintenance Fund 
Beginning Balance        $ 45,549.78 
Receipts                           15,733.56 
Expenses                 -       19,549.95 
Ending  Balance      +   $  41,733.39 


