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Think About This:  We all want to be Christ’s faithful followers. Scripture reminds us 
that it means more than having faith.  It means doing the Lord’s work.  As James so 
clearly points out:  “What good is it, brothers and sisters, if you claim to have faith but 
have no deeds?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of 

you says “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed, but does nothing about his or her physical needs, what good is 
it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” James 2:14-17.  Look around you.      
Opportunities abound to love your neighbor. 
 

Mission Focus: Refugees in Our Midst: The Yazidi Community in Lincoln.  The Yazidi people are Kurdish or                
Indo-European ethnic-religious group, who have lived primarily in Iraq, in Nineveh province.  Their religion pre-dates 
Christ.  They have been victims of persecution for generations.  In 2014, world news was full of stories of the genocide 
that ISIS waged against them.  Thousands died or were made slaves. Thousands fled to refugee camps, and many have 
immigrated to the US as refugees.  Lincoln has the largest number of Yazidi refugees living in the United States.  And 
now Lincoln’s refugee agencies have been alerted to expect more Yazidi families to arrive in Lincoln in the near future, 
despite Washington’s new restriction on accepting refugees.  These beleaguered people apparently are an exception. 
 Our First Covenant family has an opportunity to minister to these people and families as they attempt to     
restart and bring order to their lives.  The Missions Team and Outreach and Evangelism have a list of needs that will 
require your personal involvement.  You may have the opportunity to meet one-on-one to help someone improve 
their English or to provide companionship to someone struggling to overcome their fears and confusion.  You can    
volunteer in the Yazidi office to help keep track of people and events or direct people to available resources.  There are 
lots of opportunities to love your neighbor.  Please contact Mike Bingeman or Dick Nelson if you are willing to help. 
 

Missions Team:  The Missions Team has begun meeting jointly with Outreach and Evangelism.  God’s mission for First  
Covenant Church is meant to be accomplished both in Lincoln and around the world. 
 

Our Vision:  We joyously share in Christ’s call to make disciples of all nations, showing his love for all people through 
participation in ministries of compassion, mercy, and justice and by sharing the Good News with people of different  
cultures and nations.   
 

 
STAFF  UPDATES: We wish the best for Pastor Bob and Stephan! 
 Pastor Bob Call—The Covenant Church in Oakland, NE has asked Pastor 
Bob Call to be their interim pastor beginning August 20, 2017.  Their       
current pastor, Steve Hoden, has been battling Parkinson's Disease for 
some time now and is officially retiring this summer. Pastor Bob has        
accepted the call. He will continue to serve as visitation pastor here at 
First Covenant, in addition to his new duties in Oakland.  
 Stephan Laboy—Stephan will be departing for Madagascar in February 

to serve with the Peace Corps.  He will be an agricultural extension volunteer.  While he 
hasn’t been assigned a specific location yet, the nature of the farming position will likely 
place him in a small village.   

 
 

 
Join us on Sunday, June 11th, when First Covenant will hold an outdoor worship 
service (weather permitting) at the usual time of 10:30 AM.  Bring lawn chairs and 
blankets (church chairs will also be available).  Following the worship service, we 
will enjoy a potluck lunch together, so start digging out those yummy potluck    
recipes. 



VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 
JULY  24—28 

6:00—8:00 pm 

Available for kids age 3 thru 5th gd (must be 3 by the time VBS 

begins) 

   

 

 

 
Summer Women’s Coffee All First Covenant ladies are invited to come together 

and enjoy some good conversation over a cup of coffee this summer at our monthly 

Coffees; location is LeQuartier Bakery (70th & O) @ 9:30AM. Our next Coffee will 

happen on Tuesday, June 13th—hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE  GREETERS 
 June 4—Bob & Julie Timme 

June 11—Lewis & Marianne Ostrand 
June 18—Dick & Elizabeth Nelson 

June 25—Bob & Julie Timme 
 

JUNE  CHILDREN’S  WORSHIP  HELPER 
June 11—Mellisa Erickson 

June 18—Julie Brown 
 

JUNE  MOWERS 
June 4—Erickson/Flynn 

June 11—Reier/Ostrand/Madvig 
June 18—Ben Moore 

June 25—TBA 

1st—Diane Masterson 
4th—Dave Admiraal 
4th—Elizabeth Nelson 
5th—Adam Scharp 
6th—Stephan Laboy 
6th—Lewis Ostrand 
12th—Paul A. Staswick 
13th—Laura Ebers 
14th—Wade Carlson 
15th—Merrilea Anderson 
15th—Marianne Ostrand 
15th—Mary Rowe 
18th—Dan Byers 
19th—Stuart Westburg 
21st—Rex Walton 
22nd—Garrett Scott 
23rd—Lynette Staswick 

FINANCIAL  UPDATE  (as of 4/30/17)  

 
General Fund    
Beginning Balance     $ 15,592.92 
Receipts                        79,994.22 
Expenses              -       79,268.63 
Ending Balance    +    $ 16,318.51 

Building Maintenance Fund 
Beginning Balance       $ 45,549.78 
Receipts                            6,224.63 
Expenses                 -      17,311.40 
Ending  Balance      +   $ 34,463.01 

PLEASE  NOTE: 
 Please remember to pray for our campers this 

month:  Pathfinders (gd 1-2); June 17-18; Trailblazers 

(gd 3-4); June 18-21; Explorers (gd 5-6); June 25-30 

 Semi-Annual Meeting is set for Sunday, July 16th, following the 

worship service. Plans are being made for lunch, so keep an eye 

out for those details. 

 No GCFY orders until August. 


