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Rake Day First Covenant will be holding a Rake Day this coming Sat., 

Dec. 2nd, beginning at 9:00AM.  Bring your own rake and come join the 

group to help us be a good neighbor by getting our leaves picked up.  There 

will be a large dumpster available.  We greatly appreciate everyone’s help! 
 

 

First @ First  Mark your calendars and plan to attend our next First @ First this coming          
Saturday, Dec. 2nd, at 6:00 PM.  Come enjoy this casual event that includes some great coffee,  
fellowship and music. 

 

 
You Are Invited to an open-house reception in honor of Pastor Bob 
Call on Sunday, Dec. 3rd, from 3:00-5:00PM in the church parlor.  We 
want to thank Pastor Bob for all he did during the six years he was 
serving here at First Covenant.  Please come with a card of well-
wishes/thanks and enjoy some great fellowship and refreshments with 
Pastor Bob and the rest of the church family. 

 

 
WASSAIL Don’t miss one of First Covenant’s favorite family traditions on 

Sunday, Dec. 10th, beginning at 7:00PM.  Wassail includes lots of Christmas 

music, singing of carols, cookies, and, of course, hot Wassail.  [We need     
people to bring two dozen cookies for everyone to enjoy that night. Please place 
in downstairs kitchen clearly marked for “Wassail”] 
 

 
MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS: 
 Sat., Dec. 16th @ 10AM—”Miracle of Jesus” Christmas Event for Families [see page 2] 
 Sun., Dec. 17th—125th Anniversary Celebration [see page 2] 
 Sun., Dec. 24th @ 10:30 AM—worship service (no Sunday School) 
 Sun., Dec. 24th @ 6PM—Kid-involved Christmas Eve Service: a scripted, but unrehearsed, 

light-hearted rendering of the story of Jesus' birth.  At the beginning of the service, all 
kids in attendance are invited to come backstage, find a costume and be a part of the    
story. The evening includes a fun time of singing and story-telling. 

 Sun., Dec. 24th @ 7:30PM—Traditional Candlelight Service: for those who desire a more  
reflective service, we offer a time to join in singing and hearing the story of our Savior’s 
birth, all culminating in singing Silent Night and lighting candles together as people leave 
with a sense of expectation. 

 Sun., Dec. 31st @ 10:30AM—worship service (no Sunday 
School) 

 Sun., Jan. 7th—regular schedule resumes:  9AM Sunday 
School and 10:30 AM worship 



“Miracle of Jesus” Christmas Event for Families 
 

Join us on Sat., Dec. 16th, beginning at 10AM for an unforgettable family 

experience learning about Jesus’ miraculous birth and life.  Experience 

various interactive stations with fun activities and keepsake crafts to take 

home.  This free, “open-house style” event (10:00—12:30 PM) is intended 

for the whole family to enjoy together.  
 

Note: to help this run smoothly, we needs lots of people in lots of different 

areas!  If you can help, please contact Jennifer Flynn. 

 

 

FINAL  125TH  CELEBRATION   
 Please make plans to come to the final celebration of our 125th 

anniversary year!  On Sunday morning, Dec. 17th, we will have a      

special worship service with Tammy Swanson-Draheim (Midwest      

Conference Superintendent) as our guest speaker.  Following the      

service, we will  enjoy an all-church potluck—everyone please bring a 

main dish, plus a salad OR dessert.   

 

 

 
125th Anniversary Art Gallery  
     The display for the 125th Anniversary Art Gallery is now complete.  We hope 
you are enjoying and learning from the pictures of the pastoral staff of our church 
over its history, plus the most recent additions that include selected copies of the 
covers of yearbooks, telephone directories, pictorial directories and Advent       
devotional books. Most of the items are mounted on craftbook cardstock, which 
can be readily inserted into an album to be placed in our church archives. 
     The 125th Anniversary Gallery will be in the church parlor until Jan. 28, 
2018. At that time we will be accepting items for a new Gallery from the church 

family and friends, so be thinking about items of art you can share with our congregation.  

 

 
 

 
Refugee Co-sponsorship Lutheran Family Services, Lincoln, is a     
recognized refugee resettlement agency.  They regularly receive refugee  
families and help them get settled in Lincoln.   
 They need help and are looking for churches to co-sponsor a refugee 
family.  Co-sponsorship requires a commitment to that family for a minimum 
of three months, plus a likely three additional months.  This is NOT primarily 
a financial commitment, but a commitment of time, patience, and love.  You 
could help them learn how to shop, how to use a bank, how to get around 
town, how to find a job, etc.   
 Volunteers partner with a LFS case manager to help with all those 
many things that go into finding how to live and be comfortable in a foreign 

culture, plus provide a personal touch.   
 We are recruiting volunteers now and soon will be asking for 
donations of furniture and household goods to initially furnish a 
dwelling for a newly arrived family.  Let us know of your interest 
(and questions) by filling out the back of a Communications Card 
on Sunday or contacting Mike Bingeman or Dick Nelson. 



Think About This:  Where do we go to “do missions work?”  Some 
people think immediately of Africa.  If one of your family members 
traveled to Reynosa on a missions trip, you may think of Mexico.  
 “Missions” is the spread of the gospel in word and deed       

anywhere and everywhere.  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.  Acts 1:8.  For our application, maybe we can read that as “in Lincoln, in all         
Nebraska and Iowa, and everywhere in the world.” 
 
Mission Focus:  Missions Fund (Over and Above)  Our congregation contributes 10% of our 
general fund giving to our denomination and 5% to our Midwest Conference.  Almost all of 
that giving is employed in witnessing of the gospel in word and deed in the US, Canada, and 
internationally.  Members of our church family who want to do more for missions can give to 
the Missions Fund.   
 This Fund, with an annual budget of $15,200, supports the following: 
 Peoples City Mission 
 Covenant Cedars Bible Camp   
 Rose Allinder in Africa 
 Marta Klein in Africa 
 the Groots in Thailand 
 S&D family in central Asia 
 The Fund also is used to help defray costs of missions trips in the US and elsewhere by 
members of the church family.  The Missions Fund can always use more contributors so we 
can do more; this year giving through October is below budget.  Please consider an end-of-the-
year gift to the Fund, or become a regular  contributor throughout the year. 
 
Missions Team (Compassion & Connections):  Last summer the Missions Team began  
meeting jointly with Outreach and Evangelism and adopted a new group name:  Compassion 
& Connections Ministry.  We are working together because we are involved in “missions” 
anytime we respond to God’s call on our hearts to serve and show compassion for those in 
need, whether physically, emotionally, or spiritually.  Those in need are in Lincoln as well as 
Congo, or Syria, or Ecuador.  
  
Our Vision:  We joyously share in Christ’s call to make disciples of all nations, showing his 
love for all people through participation in ministries of compassion, mercy, and justice and by 
sharing the Good News with people of different cultures and nations.   
 
 
 
 

 

First Covenant was able to send 365 Christmas shoeboxes to show God's love to 

365 kids AND their families. When adding the $500 from the missions budget, the  

total was $2,037 in donations for our 2017 shoebox project. This amount covers the 

suggested postage on 226 boxes.  Thanks to all who helped in every way! 

 



Gifts That Make A Difference. Give those people on your shopping 

list something that will touch their heart: a gift in their honor given 
to enrich the lives of those who have little and whose needs are 

great.   
 We will have a table set up in the parlor on Sunday, Dec. 3rd 
and 10th with gift catalogues from Covenant Cares, Samaritan’s 

Purse, and International Justice Ministry.  Ministry members will 
be there to  answer questions.  
 Take a catalogue home and consider an appropriate way of honoring those on your 

gift list.  If you have children, help them pick out a gift they can give to honor their loved 
ones. 

 
 

 

 

FINANCIAL  UPDATE  (as of 11/28/17)  

General Fund     
Beginning Balance     $ 15,592.92  
Receipts                      200,399.28  
Expenses              -     209,115.65  
Ending Balance    +    $   6,876.55  

Building Maintenance Fund 
Beginning Balance       $45,549.78 
Receipts                         17,066.07 
Expenses                 -     19,549.95 
Ending  Balance      +   $43,065.90 

DECEMBER  CHILDREN’S  WORSHIP  HELPERS 
December 10—Mellisa Erickson 

December 17—Julie Brown 
December 31—Nancy Wotruba 

 

7th—Don Ganow 
7th—Jack Klingenberg 
8th—Addison Byers 
8th—Cody Johnson 
11th—Cathy Ebers 
12th—Dale Anderson 
13th—Dylan Clabaugh 
16th—DeAnna Masterson 
17th—Tim Erickson 
17th—Evan Westburg 
21st—Ashley Carlson 
22nd—Alison Rowe 
23rd—Dorothy Nelson 
27th—Taylor Byers 
27th—Connie Erickson 
27th—Abrielle Johnson 
27th—Bob Timme 
29th—Denny Miller 
 

IMPORTANT  JANUARY  2018  EVENTS: 
January 7—reception for Stephan Laboy 

January 21—Annual Meeting 


