F rom the Start
When Jesus was asked to boil down the Bible to a single sentence, he said, “Love the Lord
your God with everything you’ve got.” Then He added, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Jesus’ Great Commandment is a part of our church’s DNA. StoneBridge, from the start, has
been all about loving God, growing in God, and sharing God with others…
It’s a simple idea, but it’s not always a simple process. We’ve reached a lot of people. But
we’ve always known that we could do better.

T H e n ext sea sON
Today there are tens of thousands of people in the Simi Valley area. Studies show that around seventyfive percent of these people still need to find a church home and to become followers of Jesus. If
these friends and neighbors walked through the doors of StoneBridge, would we have a place for
them to worship, learn, and experience Christ here?
Our recent work in changing how we do ministry, combined with minor facility improvements, have
gone a long way toward making our guests feel more welcome here. But this has also continued to
push our capacity in those services that are most highly attended. We’re excited about this growth
and our plans for the next season of ministry. But we know that in order to continue this trend,
the need for more space - space for those who’ve yet to experience the life-changing, life-giving
presence of Jesus - is real.
This need comes with a financial cost – a cost greater than we could take on with tithes and offerings
alone. This is a cost that requires above-and-beyond sacrifice from each of us. In order to do this, we
are launching into a new phase of generosity where each of us will have the opportunity to join with
others in our church family to accomplish something great for God. We’re calling this the “Reach”
Campaign.

T he R each Campai g n
pr o vi des f u n di n g
f o r t hese key ar eas:

A r enovated
F ami ly L i f e
C enter , f ul l of
f un spac es our
ki ds w i l l l ove!

A 40 0 -seat
Wo rship Cen ter
with en o ug h
space fo r o ur
frien ds, family
an d n eig hbo rs.

Im p r o v e m e n ts to the Fa mily Li f e Ce nte r, i ncludi ng
r e n o vat e d a nd re- loc ated c lassrooms, m ode rn
t e c h n o l o g y a nd fun themes ki ds wi ll love !

A 4 0 0 -seat Wo r shi p C e n t e r e quip p e d w it h
ex cel l en t t echn o l o g y a n d ro o m t o g r o w !

O u r N eed
This campaign is about reaching people. God has shown us time and time again that if we are faithful,
He will bless our sacrifice. Our previous campaigns have literally paved the way for this work! We believe
through our sacrifice, more people than we could imagine – our friends, our families, our neighbors – will
come to experience God’s love and saving grace.
The total cost of construction for our new Worship Center and renovations of the Family Life Center
is anticipated to be $3M. This includes a new, 400-seat Worship Center as well as renovations and
improvements to the Family Life Center. To realize this vision for our church, our goal is to raise at least
half of that amount, $1.5M, through this 3-year campaign. Once we receive approval from the city, and
pledges of at least $1M, we plan to start building. While this can feel like an ambitious goal, we know it
can be done. But it will take something from each of us – sacrifice.

Here’s how
far your gift
could go!
We are asking everyone
who calls StoneBridge their
church home to pray and
then commit to a sacrificial
gift beyond their normal
giving. To help you discern
this financial commitment,
here is a three-year giving
chart with some examples.

SO WHAT EXACTLY ARE YOU ASKING ME TO DO?
As we prepare, would you join us in praying, “Father, show me what step of faith I can take to help meet
this need.” Then, on October 29 and 30, we will come together as a church to pledge our support.
Please be in prayer now for this season. When we sacrifice, and don’t make it about ourselves, we serve
God and grow in our faith. StoneBridge friends, it’s time to “reach!”

Totals represented in this
sample are approximate – your
actual monthly and yearly
giving totals may vary.

WEEKLY

MONTHLY

ANNUALLY

TOTAL
PLEDGE
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$20,000

$160
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$8,333

$25,000

$321

$1,389

$16,667

$50,000

$481

$2,083

$25,000

$75,000

$641

$2,778

$33,333

$100,000

A Letter f r om Past or Jef f
Dear Members and Friends of StoneBridge,
I love our congregation. I love our worship. I love how many people take part in our growth groups.
I love how we serve our community, and how we send people from StoneBridge to faraway places
like Haiti and Uganda. I love our staff. I love how our Deacons, Care Teams, Stephen Ministers and
others are there for people when they need help. I love how our leaders are constantly thinking
about how we can reach as many people as we possibly can with the good news of God’s love
through Jesus.
We’ve reached a lot of people. But we’ve always known that we could do better. With that in mind,
three years ago we began a strategic planning process. The work born out of this brought some
great improvements to our campus and important changes to how we do ministry. Additionally,
after over a year of study, prayer, and planning, our Session is unanimous in its conviction that the
time has come to build a new Worship Center to reach and serve our community.

It’s work like this, along with the love and compassion that all of us give so freely, that will allow
Stonebridge to reach our community like never before.
Love God and love others. It’s a simple idea, but it’s not always a simple process. We’ve reached a
lot of people over the years and as a church, we’re just getting started!
Thanks be to God! And God bless you!

Jeff Cheadle
Lead Pastor

FAQ’s
Q. Will this capital campaign pay for the entire scope of new building and renovation?
A. With REACH, we have set a goal of raising $1.5M over the next 3 years. The initial estimate for the new
Worship Center and renovations is currently $3M, so based on that, we will be looking into a mortgage
to service the balance of the costs. The good news is that amount of the loan will be based on what is
actually pledged, so GOD may move our congregation to surpass our goal, in turn, reducing our loan.
Q. What happened to the donations received from the prior campaigns?
A. Previous campaigns have blessed us by laying the foundation on which we’ll be building. They
allowed us to purchase our property, develop our site plan, and pay for fees and permits. They covered
the cost of grading and the expense of a retention basin for storm-water runoff. They paid for preparing
the pad that awaits our new building, stubbing in utilities, constructing block walls, expanding our
parking, installing outdoor lighting, and completing our landscaping. Those campaigns also completely
eliminated all of our debt.

Q. Who do I contact if I want to add this campaign as a beneficiary to my will, annuity or life
insurance policy? Is it possible to give stocks/securities/Mutual funds?
A. Yes, it is possible to give stocks and securities, and to put the church as a beneficiary on insurance
policies and/or a will. We encourage you to explore giving options as a part of an overall estate planning
discussion with your tax and legal advisers. When you make a planned gift you may benefit from tax
and investment advantages as StoneBridge Community Church is a 501c(3) charitable organization
and all gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law. We do not render tax, legal or investment advice.
For such advice, please consult an attorney, tax professional, or investment professional.
Q. Is giving to the Reach campaign in lieu of tithing?
A. The Bible teaches that tithing is the first 10% of a person’s income given to the Lord’s house as
an act of worship, (Malachi 3:10). Practicing the Christian spiritual discipline of tithing should come
first when exercising financial stewardship. Anything given after the tithe, that is, anything given
above and beyond the tithe is considered an offering. Therefore, the individual, couple or family
participating financially in the StoneBridge REACH campaign ought to see their participation as a
worshipful offering to the Lord and offered not in lieu of tithing.
Q. How will having a new worship space bring in new people?
A. A new Worship Center will not attract new people in and of itself. The new space is to provide a
place where each of you will feel passionate about bringing family, friends, neighbors, co-workers,
and others who don’t know Jesus. We have heard repeatedly, and from many sources, that our
current worship center may be good enough for us, but is not a place we’re comfortable enough to
bring guests to.

Q. What is the timeline?
Pending approval by the city, we anticipate construction to begin in late spring or early summer of
next year, with a grand opening of the new worship center happening in spring, 2018.
Q. Our services don’t seem that full; why do we need a bigger building?
A. The maximum sustainable number of people who attend worship each week in any given church
is typically no more than 80% of the comfortable seats that are available at the best attended service
(in our case 9:00am). Each service added to that best attended service is a diminishing percentage
of that. What that means is that growing by adding services requires more human resources with
diminishing results. We want to ensure that we have enough space at each hour to facilitate growth
while understanding that each service will not be equal.
Q. Will StoneBridge need more ministers and staff after the building and renovations are complete?
A. “Here’s the church. Here’s the steeple. Open the doors and see all the people!” Church staffing
does not necessarily co-relate to buildings and structures. Church staffing more closely co-relates
to the people. The intention of building on and renovating the StoneBridge campus is to have a
stronger impact on reaching out to the larger community of Simi Valley. As an increased number
of people from our larger community are welcomed in and participate in the life of StoneBridge,
undoubtedly those people will bring with them felt and unfelt spiritual needs. To meet and address
those needs, increased church programming will be designed. Not immediately but in time, this will
require additional staffing.

Q. Will we continue to have three worship services?
A. There are no plans to change our weekend worship schedule in the immediate future. However
our leadership is committed to evaluating all aspects of our programming, including worship times,
in order to fulfill our mission to reach the lost, make disciples, and send them out. What’s most
important is that we continue to seek God’s will for our community and remain willing to follow
where He leads.
Q. Will the worship service format, style, or music change after we move into the new sanctuary?
The worship service format, style or music will not necessarily change after we move into the new
worship center. Services are planned to encourage worship in Christ followers while being sensitive
to our guests who are unfamiliar with going to church. StoneBridge worship services aim to enhance
message series’ themes, spiritually nourish the body of Christ, and be compelling and winsome to
those who are stepping out of their comfort zone to enter church. Adjustments are continually being
made to balance those criteria while seeking to do God’s will with the gifts He has given us.

