
Parent Guide
Grades 1-3  - March 28 & 29

MEMORY VERSE
Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you

are holding something against someone. Forgive,
just as the Lord forgave you. 

Colossians 3: 13, NIrV

BIBLE STORY
Father & Older Brother

Luke 15: 21-32

BOTTOM LINE
When you don't forgive, you miss

out.

LIFE APP: FORGIVENESS
Deciding that someone who has
wronged you doesn't have to pay

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
A LITTLE UNSTEADY

Carefully take the tower game out of its carton so that it
already stands up on its own, or quickly build it up. 
Let kids take turns taking blocks from the tower. 
Eventually, the tower will fall or become extremely
unsteady. 
Read Colossians 3:13 from the Bibles. Say it together and let
kids put blocks back into the tower to build it up and make it
strong.

WHAT YOU NEED: Jenga® or similar block tower game; Bibles
 

WHAT YOU DO: 

 
WHAT YOU SAY:  “When we took blocks away from this tower
and held onto them, it grew unsteady and eventually fell down.
When we hold onto resentment and anger, it’s like taking away
pieces of our hearts from our friends and families. Eventually,
those strong relationships get weak and might fall apart. Have
you ever had trouble with a friend or family member because
you felt like you just couldn’t forgive them? (Allow for answers) 
 
Just like our tower got weak and fell down when we held onto
those blocks, and our relationships had problems when we
held onto anger, when you don’t forgive, you miss out.”

WEEKLY FAMILY CHALLANGE: SIDEWALK CHALK COMPETITION

BIBLE STORY ACTIVITY: SWEET & SOUR

Give each child a party hat (or other festive Item) and a lemon
slice (real or picture from activity page)
Tell them when the story is "sweet" or positive, they should put
on their party hat. 
When someone or something in the story seems "sour", they
should take off their party hat & lick a lemon (or pretend to)
Read the Sweet & Sour script out loud, prompting the group as
necessary. 
Set aside the props and lead the kids in a conversation about
the Bible story. 

WHAT YOU NEED: "Sweet & Sour" script (attached) & "lemon
slice" (picture included on attached activity page), party hats (or
other festive prop such as noisemaker, etc), actual lemon slice
(optional); camera (optional) 
 
WHAT YOU DO: 

 
ASK YOUR KIDS:  “The older brother in our Bible story today
was sour! He was bitter and angry, and because of that, he
learned that when you don’t forgive, you miss out.  What did he
miss out on? (Invite answers: the big party with food and
fun, seeing his little brother for the first time in a while,
sharing his dad’s happiness, etc.) 
 
He missed out on so much more than a party. He missed a
chance to have a relationship with his brother and to share
something special with his dad. Have you ever missed out on
something because you wouldn’t forgive?  (Invite kids to
share what unforgiveness has cost them.)
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This week's competition is Sidewalk Chalk art! Instead of holding onto resentment (like the older brother in our
Bible story), let's spread encouragement and joy (like the father) to everyone who is out taking a walk by decorating

our driveways or sidewalks in beautiful chalk art. Take a picture of your art, email the picture to Ms. Stephanie or
post on Instagram & Facebook (be sure to tag @stonebridgekids) and you'll be entered in a raffle! 




