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Pine Valley Camp
Rebuilding broken lives through Christ

Follow us:
Pine Valley Camp

Thank you for investing 
in the ministry of Pine 
Valley. Please consider 
continuing to support 
Pine Valley towards our 
summer expenses and 
our ongoing year-round 
ministry. 

For 27 summers now we 
have seen incredible life 
change and growth in 
our campers and staff 
who serve them!

Contruibute through 
your employer
Code #931352

scan to visit our 
support page

3 Great ways to give!

PineValleyCamp

@PineValley_Camp

On our cover:
Head Girl Counselor Miss Jo having 
fun with a camper.
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Every Picture Every Picture 
Has a StoryHas a Story

What can I say, with all the 
craziness confronting us in the world, 
how do we move on?

Despite all that is happening and as I experience 
another summer, weekly I am reminded of 
“Why” we do this!  Maybe it’s the end of the world, but 
not for these kids. I am affirmed each day and week as the Lord shows me the 
impact of this place on the lives of our campers!  

I’m seeing many 1st time campers and returning Kids Campers now part of our 
Teen Camp, Teen Campers who are growing in their walk from last year, and 
new Crew staff that grew up though our program! During our 1st week in our 
first Chapel, Brie shared her testimony how just as her parents were splitting 
up at age 11, she came to Pine Valley where she believes the Lord brought 
her at that exact time. While here she came to a saving knowledge of Jesus, 
experienced a loving community and was given the hope and strength to 
endure through that difficult time in her life. Six years later, she has come up 
through the Pine Valley Steps Program and is pursuing the Lord! 

Know behind these pictures are stories of hurting lives who are coming 
here to get hope! Thank you and please keep praying. We plan on doing 
camp every year until Jesus comes back because of children like Brie!

Neziyah, another of our Kitchen Crew staff, gave her testimony during 
our 3rd week of camp and it went something like this. “I didn’t know 
anything about God, and I didn’t know anything about Jesus. I didn’t 
know anything about how to become a Christian, but then when I was 
10 years old, I got involved with CEF (Child Evangelism Fellowship) 
and I accepted Jesus as my Savior. CEF then brought me to Pine Valley 
where I came to learn what it really meant to be a Christ follower, and I 
started reading my Bible throughout the year.” Neziyah is now serving 
here this summer! This young lady loves Jesus and is currently reading 
Romans. How my heart rejoices that we are able to reach these 
unchurched children!  

Thank you for your ongoing investment. Be assured that 
you are making a significant impact in the lives of these 
children!

Brie

Mr. Matt



2022 Leadership  staff

Isaiah 
41:10

“Fear not!” is the 
most repeated command 
in the Bible. Isaiah 41:10 says,” 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
hold you up with my victorious right hand”. 
This is a promise that God made to His people. When 
we become part of God’s family, we can hold firmly 
to the promises of God. 

There is only one answer to fighting 
fear: God. We have a God who 
is infinitely more powerful and 
who is able to carry us through 
anything. We won’t fear because 
our God is near! 
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FAITH in Jesus Christ is our foundation...
FAMILY is formative; God’s family is restorative.
FUN builds a bridge to the heart of a kid.

Our desire here at Pine 
Valley is to bring our 
campers through our 
“steps not programs” so 
they become faithful, 
serving, and passionate 
followers of Jesus Christ
and great assets to their 
communities around them. 
We believe that these 
steps will develop a healthy, 
hard working, well-rounded 
individual who knows and
understands their gifts 
and abilities and uses those 
to further the kingdom.
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FaithFaith
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FamilyFamily
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Campers  staying 

on the 4th of July 

were surprised with a 

special treat!
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Dear God,
Thank you for creating me and 
putting me on this wonderful 

creation of yours. I’m really 
thankful you have helped 

me through hard times 
with my family and with 
myself. I have learned not 
to doubt you and your 
abilities. I regret losing 
faith in you all the time but 

now I know to trust in you, 
and you will lead me where 

you want me to be. I want to 
thank you for leading me to Pine 

Valley, it led me to grow my faith 
in you and meet so many lovely 
people. One of them is such an 
awesome person and I’m so glad 
you lead me to her. I’m really 
glad I got to meet these amazing 
people. Thank you, God!      
 -Love, a teen girl camper

Letters fromCampers
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Dear God, 
Thank you for everything you’ve 
given me. Thank you for always 
staying by my side. Please help me to 
stay patient with my siblings. Help me 
to trust you whenever I’m struggling 
with anxiety or hardships. Please 
help me not to be afraid to share the 
gospel with others and for me to be 
a light to a dark world. I’m sorry for 
all the times I didn’t fully trust you 
like I should’ve. Please help me to live 
for you and not for the world. Thank 
you for blessing me with a best friend 
that loves you and will help point me 
to you. Thank you that you’ll never 
leave me or forsake me. Please help 
me to remember that even though 
sometimes I may feel alone, I always 
have you and that I’m never truly 
alone. please help me to remember 
to trust you and that you always 
have a plan for me, even if it seems 
impossible to me for you to have a 
plan for me. I love you sooo much! 
Thank you, God!
 - Love, a teen girl camper 

Dear God, 
I thank you for everything you’ve 
done for me, and I thank you for 
bringing me to this camp. If I 
hadn’t come to this camp, I don’t 
know if I would be here today. 
I thank you for all the great 
counselors that I’ve had in my life 
and also the leader. Lord, I pray 
that you guide me and help me 
through this rough time that I’m 
going through. I pray that I will 
be able to find someone that I’m 
able to talk to. I pray that you’ll 
help me be able to tell someone 
that I’m happy and not lie. Lord, 
I pray that I am able to read 
your word and start reading the 
bible every day. Lord, I pray that 
I am able to turn to you and not 
away from you when I am going 
through a hard time. Thank you, 
God!
         - Love, a teen girl camper

Dear God, 
This week at camp has been like no other. We took a lot of risks, and I am 
very thankful for you, Lord, for protecting us through those adventures. I 
am grateful for the fact I was able to accomplish things this week such as 
trying new things like inner tubing down a river, hiking (with some parkour 
added), and being able to open up to people. God, I thank you for allowing 
me to open a bit because only you truly know how I feel on the inside and 
my emotions, so the fact that I was able to make some new friends I am very 
thankful for. I have learned a lot about you this week, and I hope to learn 

more in the following week, months, and years. So, God, 
thank you for allowing me to attend camp this year and 

I will certainly be back next year. By then, I hope to 
have built a stronger connection with you. Thank 
you, God!
    - Love, a teen girl camper



I wanted to take a moment to reflect on my 
experience with Pine Valley and why I am excited 
to give to the Legacy Dining Hall Capital Campaign. 

I worked as a counselor at Pine Valley for two 
summers while I was in college. My time at Pine 
Valley was a truly formative experience in my life. 
There are a lot of things I could highlight but I 
will choose three things to focus on.

Firstly, while I had experienced hardships in 
my life leading up to college, Pine Valley gave 
me an understanding that there are so many 
people who have endured a level of suffering as 
children that I will never be able to comprehend. 
I have been blessed with a level of stability and 
Christian love in my life that I know many are 
not fortunate enough to have. Working at Pine 
Valley taught me this lesson and instilled a deep 
appreciation of this in my heart that endures to 
this day and will endure for the rest of my life.

Secondly, Pine Valley showed me that even 
in the midst of suffering and hardship, God is 
powerful enough to bring great joy through His 
love. Despite the hardship and pain in camp-
ers’ lives, the amount of joy they experience at 
camp is truly remarkable. There is a joy in the 
air among Pine Valley campers that you have to 
see to understand. I can tell you, you have never 
seen a level of absolute jubilation like when 
a whistle is blown and an unexpected “free 
swim” is announced. Pine Valley is commit-
ted to sharing God’s love and emphasized 
to me the power of God’s love to bring 
joy and comfort to those who are hurting 
deeply.

Lastly, Pine Valley showed me the importance 
and value of committing to serving where 
God has called you, year after year. I have been 
involved with Pine Valley long enough to know 
that the camp has experienced plenty of tribu-
lations. During my second summer, a week of 
camp had to be cancelled when the Creekside 
Lodge burned down. I love Pine Valley so much 
for the beauty that is demonstrated there by 
powering through difficulties and dedicating 
yourself to showing up and carrying out the 
work God has called you to do. Beautiful stuff 

happens when God stirs people to that 
level of commitment. Stuff like campers 
coming back year after year because they 
know and trust that Pine Valley is a place 

of safety and love. Stuff like a bus full of 
refugees living in Pittsburgh coming down 
the lane to experience camp. Stuff like me 
coming back to visit Pine Valley six years 
after college and seeing that one of my 
former campers is now a counselor.

I can honestly say I count it a joy to support 
God’s work at Pine Valley. During a time 
where it feels like hearing what everyone is 

against has become ubiquitous, I am hap-
py to be for Pine Valley. I am glad God used 
Pine Valley to give me a deeper gratitude 
of how fortunate I am for the blessings in 
my life, to witness the power of God’s love 
to bring joy and healing in the midst of 
great pain and hardship, and a profound 
respect for what is possible when you are 
dedicated to sharing God’s love with your 
community day after day, year after year. 
I trust and pray that God will continue to 
demonstrate these lessons to many more 
people through what He is doing at Pine 
Valley.

Why I Give    By Johnny Dellape (aka Johnny D)

Johnny working as a counselor in 2009

“Beautiful stuff happens when 
God stirs people to that level of 
commitment”
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Trusting God in the Details and Delays
As you can imagine, it is an uncertain time in which we are starting to build! But we serve a 
Certain God even in these uncertain times! Our plan and hope was to have our steel ordered, 
the foundation in this spring, and roof trusses built over the summer so we would be ready 
to start erecting our building in the Fall. That was our plan, but as the Lord would have it, 
we are still waiting for all of that 
to unfold, hopefully though, it 
should start rolling soon. We have 
done everything we can up to this 
point while we wait to build! We 
are still waiting for our building 
permit to get started so please be 
praying for that!  

Last month we added an addi-
tional 2-1/2’ of dirt to our already 
elevated Dining Hall site of 3’ that 
we completed at the end of 2020, 
and we established a “Bench Mark” 
from our surveyor, which will help 
us get the permit! Once that is 
completed, we can then start on 
the foundation and start erecting 
our Legacy Dining Hall. We have 
$2.1 million committed. I would 
like to get another $1 million in 
cash in order to proceed, but I also 
am planning on $1-2 million in 
gifts-in-kind. If you’ll remember, 
our Valley View Lodge cost us 
$550,000; it’s worth at completion 
was $1.2 million. 

It will be interesting to see how 
this all unfolds. The life of faith always requires waiting and stepping out without all the 
answers, so we continue to believe and trust for the Lord to complete this project too! While 
we wait, kids play! So come and see for yourself what the Lord has done and is now doing at 
camp. God is building; He’s building into the hearts of children even while we wait on Him to 
build this building. 

TFEC 4-2020 Page 27 

 

Fink Trusses 
The Fink truss is a practical truss form for 
long-span applications. The major 
advantage of a Fink is that each half of the 
truss can be fully assembled in the shop 
and shipped to the site for final assembly. 
In some instances, the bottom chords can 
be sloped similar to a scissor truss for 
architectural drama. 
 

 
 
Compound Fink truss made up of two 
smaller trusses joined in the field. 
 
  

Please pray for 
quick processing of 
plans, permits and 
needed materials.

Mr. Matt

While we wait, our elevated dining hall dirt foundation makes for 
a convenient outdoor stage.
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HELP US STAY UPDATEDHELP US STAY UPDATED  
We are always updating our camp database and would love 
to stay connected with you!  If you have moved or have a 
new phone number or email address, please let us know.  
Email your updated information to:
info@pinevalleycamp.org or call the office at 
724-752-1661 x10. 

 If your church partners with 
Angel Tree, find an Angel Tree 
partner camp in your area to get 
those kids enrolled. Christmas 
gifts are incredible but there is 
nothing like gifting a child a life-
changing encounter with the 
Love of Christ.

Double the smiles!
Shop Amazon Smile and a 
percentage of your purchases 
will help support the mission 
at Pine Valley Camp.
www.smile.amazon.com
“The Nehemiah Project at 
Pine Valley Bible Camp”

More Ways to Give Thank You!
The results are in from the Community 
Foundation of Western PA & Eastern OH 
matching funds program held during the 
week of June 18-24. Out of 66 participating 
organizations, Pine Valley Camp placed 
first and received $191,380.80!
The breakdown of funds received through this 
program is as follows:

Eligible Net Donations Received: $164,874.70

Match Amount: $25,134.54

Power Up Bonus (based on number of 
donations received): $871.56

Challenge Funds: $500.00

THANK YOU for your generosity and 
hearts for reaching the precious 
children that we serve!  All for the 
Kingdom and for His Glory alone!  

TOTAL: $191,380.80
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Pine Valley Camp
Office 724-752-1661

Fax 724-752-1662 
www.pinevalleycamp.org 
info@pinevalleycamp.org

save
the date

September 10                    
Ride for Hope - pg.15

October 8                             
Lumberjack Day

October  15-16                             

Novemeber 5                             
Story Harvest

November 19-20             

Thank you for giving 
the gift of camp!

Light of the City                                              
Mars United Presbyterian Church

Light of the City                                              
Castlewood Alliance


