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Pine Valley Camp
Rebuilding broken lives through Christ

Follow us:
Pine Valley Camp

Thank you for investing 
in the ministry of Pine 
Valley. Please consider 
continuing to support 
Pine Valley towards our 
summer expenses and 
our ongoing year-round 
ministry. 

For 26 summers now we 
have seen incredible life 
change and growth in 
our campers and staff 
who serve them!

Contruibute through 
your employer
Code #931352

scan to visit our 
support page

3 Great ways to give! PineValleyCamp

On our cover:
Light of the City weekend fun- 
pumpkin picking and hayride!
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Thank You For 
Giving Them 
The Gift of Camp!
Every Sunday night when we welcome a 
new group of campers, I tell them, “There is 
a group of people that you will never meet 
who have given generously so all of you 
could have a week of camp.” I also tell the 
kids that “the people who give the gift of 
camp give it because of God’s love for us, 
and they want you to know about His gift 
of eternal life through His Son, Jesus Christ.” 

To each of you who give, serve, and pray, 
these stories and celebrations were made 
possible by your participation in our mis-
sion of “rebuilding broken lives through 
Jesus Christ.” Thank you!



One day at the end of a camp week, the 
kids were singing and celebrating at din-
ner in the Rec Deck. It wasn’t long before a 
massive Conga line formed and everyone 
was ‘snaking’ around the tables, from the 
youngest child up to Papa Matt! I actually 
got a bit weepy at the sight of all those 
kids and staff, connected at the shoulders 
and determined not to break apart. In a 
world where Satan wants to break us apart 
and divide and isolate us with words, 
camp is a place where words connect, 
strengthen and bring joy. I was watching 
the kind of spontaneous joythat comes 
from spending a week being showered 
with life-giving words.

When I set out to express to you each fall 
the sights and sounds and joys of our re-
cent summer, I fumble with the very words 
and memories that I treasure so much. 
Writing words on a page can feel so black 
and white when, in contrast, my memories 

burst with vivid colors in my mind and it 
can be so hard to tell in words what we 
experience in our life at camp. Most of 
these brilliant snapshots in my mind actu-
ally revolved around words spoken, words 
cheered, words prayed, words sung, words 
listened to, words whispered. And in all 
the stories told, it is the words that pour 
forth from one person to another that 
capture life in all of its fullness at camp.

A few of the many words we hear from 
campers...

“I want to accept Jesus and live for Him.”

“I never knew anybody could love me.”

“This is the best week of my life.”

“Will you teach me how to pray?”

“Can I have a Bible?”

“This place feels like a home.”

“My counselor listens to me.”

“I am not afraid because God is with me.”

“I want to be baptized.”

“I don’t even miss my phone.”

“I feel free!”

“Mr. Matt, I want to have your job one day; 
that is my goal.”

From a former camper signing up his chil-
dren for camp with tears streaming down 
his face...”I can’t believe you are still here. 
This place changed my life.”

From a 90-year-old office volunteer...”This 
place has brought so much joy and mean-

ing to my life. I love these children.”

Words connect us. We tell our stories 
to one another all day every day and 
most importantly, we tell the stories 
of Jesus from God’s word. Transforma-
tion can happen when we hear and 

speak these words. God’s word changes us. 
I wish with all my heart that you could hear 
what we are privileged to hear every day at 
camp. 

Isn’t it amazing that Jesus is the Word and 
that He is still dwelling among us, changing 
us? He is teaching us to give the simple but 
profound gift of loving words to each other. 
Who will inherit your words? They can be a 
gift that keeps you connected to each other 
and the Lord.

it is the words that pour forth from 
one person to another that capture 
life in all of its fullness at camp.

Miss Susan



Pine Valley Camp  | Fall 2022      5

I want to accept Jesus and live for Him.

I never knew anybody could love me.

This is the best week of my life.

Will you teach me how to pray?

Can I have a Bible?

This place feels like a home.

My counselor listens to me.

I am not afraid because God is with me.

I want to be baptized.

I don’t even miss my phone.

I feel free!

Mr. Matt, I want to have your job one 
day; that is my goal.



looks like when they go home. One week 
for the first time ever here at camp we 
baptized 10 teen campers who wanted 
to commit their lives to Christ. What an 
honor that was to see!

My hope for all of our teens is to find a 
church or ministry to get involved with so 
they can continue to grow in their faith 
and build a lasting firm foundation! I’m 
happy to say we were able to connect 
some of these teens with home churches 
already.

In Teen camp this summer our theme was 
“Firm Foundation.”  We talked a lot about 
what our lives are built upon and how 
having a Firm Foundation in the Lord was 
so important. Many teens come into our 
program knowing a lot about God and 
how He loves us and died on the cross for 
us. However, a lot of our teens don’t really 
know God or aren’t always living for the 
Lord when they go home. It can be hard to 
live for God when the world isn’t, or their 
friends or family aren’t either.

This summer’s teens learned about 
making Christ their firm foundation, what 
spending time with Him daily looks like, 
and what having a relationship with Him 

Garden Tools
Spade shovels 
Flat shovels 
Garden rakes 
Leaf rakes 
Splitting mauls,
Sledge hammers 
Digging bars etc 
Garden hoses 

Hand Tools 
Tape measures 
Utility knives 
Hammers, etc. 

Firm Foundation by Keturah

Facilities Wish List

New battery powered tool sets - especially 
drills
New high capacity air compressor 
Good tarps 

Tire changing tools
Automotive fluids 
(oil, atf, antifreeze, spray paint)
Automotive Latex work gloves
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Reflections on the Summer  

This article an excerpt from a letter written by Head 
Boys Counselor, Stephen Graham, to his supporters.

It was amazing to see how the Lord 
worked in the lives of those who 
made themselves available to serve 
this summer and what He did through 
them in the lives of the campers. I was 
blown away by how fervently and passion-
ately the crew, counselors, and leadership 
team served the children and endured long 
and tiring days and weeks to share the Gos-
pel with them and love them as Christ would. 
The fruit from their work was amazing, and 
88 campers accepted Christ for the first time 
this summer! During the “Say So Fire” 
which was a time at the end of the 
week when the campers could share 
what the Lord did in their lives that 
week, it was so encouraging to hear 
the kids get up and share how they 
had come to know Christ or what they had 
learned about God through their time at 
camp. Teen campers, those who have been 
invited back after aging out of Kid’s Camp, 
also had the opportunity to share during this 
time. It was so encouraging to see how their 
time at Pine Valley over the years had im-
pacted their lives for eternity. Regardless of 
the difficult family experiences or life circum-
stances that many of them had, the faith of 
many of these teens was growing and they 
were passionate about sharing that faith and 
imparting what they had learned onto the 
younger campers that looked up to them. 
This was a testament to how the Lord has 
used Pine Valley and those that have served 
here to transform lives for His kingdom, 

but also of how God used the counselors 
and the rest of the staff who were pouring 
into these kids and demonstrating what it 
meant to sacrifice and be the hands and 
feet of Christ.

One of my favorite moments from this 
summer was at the Week 2 “Say So Fire.” 
A supercute and hilarious 8-year-old boy 
who hadaccepted Christ earlier in the week, 
stood up and walked up to share what 
the Lord had done in his life that week. 
He grabbed the microphone and said as 
confidently and as excitedly as an 8-year-
old could, “I accepted Jesus this week and I 

am happy about it!” Everyone there let out a 
big cheer. It was so cool to see the excite-
ment and passion that the Lord had placed 
in the heart of such a small young boy. It 
reminded me of what Jesus said in Matthew 
18:2-3, “And calling to him a child, he put 
him in the midst of them, and said, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.’” The faith of this little boy is an 
excellent example of how we must put our 
trust completely and entirely in the Lord 
and then let the Holy Spirit fill us with the 
Fruit of the Spirit that only comes from a 
life that is fully and completely devoted to 
Christ.

“It was so encouraging to see how 
their time at Pine Valley over the years 
had impacted their lives for eternity.



1 Year 3 Years 5 Years
$300 $300,000. $900,000. $1.5 Million
$600 $600,000 $1.8 Million $3 Million
$1000 $1 Million $3 Million $5 Million

WE ALWAYS STRIVE TO BUILD AT HALF THE COST! THE LORD IS PROVIDING AND 
ANYTHING EXTRA WILL GO INTO OUR “MINISTRY EXPANSION FUND.”
PLUS, THE LORD IS ALWAYS WORKING BEHIND THE SCENES…
…WHO KNOWS WHAT HE IS DOING?!

Legacy Dining 
Hall Report

$5 Million is the Campaign Goal…$2.8 million has 
been raised! Please Pray what part you can do to 
help us continue in our mission of “Rebuilding 
Broken Lives for Jesus Christ!” Any amount given 
should be above and beyond current giving please!  
Thank-you!

Our Support Base is 1,000 Good Samaritans (you):

Pledge/Faith Promise
  

WE HAVE OUR FOUNDATION 
PERMIT!
A dream is becoming a reality! This is 
significant! All hurdles to obtain the 
building permit to Rebuild the old 
dining hall have been overcome!  Mid-
November is the tentative date to break 
ground and build the foundation!

Steel Packet is Ordered! Thank-you Sippel Steel!

Fink Trusses are Ordered and will be built on site this winter!

SOLAR POWER 
We recently received 
word that we were 
approved for a $25,000 
power company grant, 
and a $47,000 Federal 
Solar Grant!

“…for a future generation, that a people not yet 
created may praise the Lord.”  Psalm 102:18
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In a time when compromise is rising, you can give to a place where the gospel is thriving. 
And while families are under attack more and more, it is families that God desires to 
restore. In a world full of division and isola-
tion, families need a place for connection 
and celebration. 

We have been on a nearly 30-year journey 
to rebuild and restore here at Pine Val-
ley. Not just buildings but kids and their 
families. As we anticipate this new building, 
God is laying on our hearts the beginning 
seeds of anticipation for all that we could 
do, not just with kids in the summer but 
also exciting new ways we could possibly 
reach their families throughout the year. 
We can hardly wait!  

The dream for Legacy Dining Hall is for it to 
be a place for restoration, connection, and celebration. Some people like to say that “hurt 
people, hurt people,” but when the gospel is at work, the truth is that “restored people, 
restore people.” FUN does build a bridge to the heart of a kid and once that heart is 
restored, anything is possible! And because anything is possible, we are not done having 
FUN yet! 

Of our 514 campers this summer, 195 children 
with a currently or formerly incarcerated 
parent were eligible to receive an Angel Tree 
Camping scholarship!  We are committing to 
getting gift cards for each of these children 
on behalf of their parents and the Body of 
Christ. The parents will know where the 
money came from, you the Body of Christ.
Would you consider donating a $25 gift card 
from Walmart or Target that we can give to 
these campers? If so, please send to PINE 
VALLEY CAMP, 504 CHAPEL DR., ELLWOOD 
CITY, PA 16117 by December 1, 2022.

A Heart Restored- Dining Hall Dreams

Angel Tree Christmas for 
our Angel Tree Campers! 
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Thank you to the Mars Space Pioneers for 
their generous donation to camp from the 
sale of their 2022 Charity Lamb at the Butler 
Farm Show. Their lamb provided camp with 
$1,079.00!

Thank You

Sport some cool 
Pine Valley swag 
and spread the word 
about the mission of 

Pine Valley Camp!  

Hats, t-shirts, hoodies, 
pajama pants and blankets are 

just some of the items available. 
Go to the camp store 

link for more:  
https://pine-valley-camp

.spiritsale.com/

Our Tuesday volunteers have 
become a part of our Camp 
Family. Men and women who 
show up every Tuesday, rain 
or shine. Men and women 
who help us maintain, stew-
ard, build and grow the min-
istry. Denny was one of those 
faithful few. He served meals to 
campers; he delivered donated 
canned goods from his church, 
and tackled a variety of proj-
ects around camp. Denny was 
a Kind, Humble, and Faithful 
Servant. Denny recently went 
home to Jesus and our Tues-
days will never be the same. 
Thank you for your servant’s 
heart, Denny. We love you and 
will miss you.

Dennis Hasenflu
1952-2022

Thank you to the Living Faith Baptist 
Church, Fombell PA for their generous 
donation of boys showers!
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Allegheny Financial Group
Allegheny Industrial Engines
Alpine Pools and Spas
Antoszyk Family
ASPIRE GYMNASTICS & FITNESS
Bear Run Campground
BECK CONSULTING
Beiter Design
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HomeServices The Preferred Realty
BEST BUY
BreadWorks Bakery
Breaking Bread Co.
Budget Blinds
CARNEGIE MUSEUMS of Art and 
Natural History
CARNEGIE SCIENCE CENTER
CONRAD KITCHEN & BATH
Ellwood City Candy Company
Fair Ground Market Catering
Firetec LLC
Flashback
Foundation Building Materials

Frank Fuhrer Wholesale Company
Fred Solman-Maureen Ditson 
Real Estate Team-BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY HOME Services
Fringe Beauty Lounge
Fun Fore All
H.P. Starr Lumber
Heinz History Center
HENNE Jewelers
Hufnagel & Majors, Inc
Idlewild and SoakZone
JADCO Manufacturing Inc.
Jenny Family
John’s Marble & Tile
Keystone Safari
Kohler Custom Screen Printing
Living Treasures Wild Animal Park
Marburger Farm Dairy
Markich Family
Mathew Jewelers
Martin Family
Monte Cello’s Wexford  
Mountaineer Casino, Racetrack & Resort

Muddy Creek BBQ
Neal Family
NEW CASTLE HARLEY-DAVIDSON
New Health Solutions LLC
Oram’s Donut Shop
Paff Custom Welding, LLC
PennBrewery
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum
Pittsburgh Pirates
Pittsburgh Zoo
Playthings Etc.
Pymatuning Deer Park
Raisley Funeral Home
Riverstone Wealth Management
Rodden Electric Company
Ron Dunn Insurance Agency
Rose E. Schneider Family YMCA
Ruth Family
Saxonburg Area Rotary
Scott Enterproses
ShuBrew
Sons of God MC, Pittsburgh Chapter
The One Designer
Turner Tractor
Waffles, INCaffeinated
Washington Wild Things
Welling Family
Werner Family
Wesolek Upholstery
Wexford Community Presby Church
Zion Baptist Church Slippery Rock

Thank You to our 2022 Sponsors
Thank You to the many individuals and organizations who partnered with us 
to make the 9th Annual Ride for Hope motorcycle event on September 10th a 
success. Because of your involvement and generosity, $18,972 was raised and 
will be directed towards the building of our new dining hall. 
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Pine Valley Camp
Office 724-752-1661

Fax 724-752-1662 
www.pinevalleycamp.org 
info@pinevalleycamp.org

upcoming
 dates

November 20                    
Light of the City- Mars United 

Presbyterian Church

November 29                  
Giving Tuesday

December 23- Jan 1                   
Camp Closed

January 6-7                           
Summer Staff Reunion

January 22                          
Light of the City - Grace Church 

of Harmony 

February 19                                            
Light of the City -St. Peters 

Reformed Church - Zelieniople

Light of the City Choir  at Castlewood Alliance Church, New Castle 


