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Cook Outside in Creation - 
Cooks Needed! 

Food trucks can turn out some pretty amazing and savory foods. The Pine Valley food truck is no exception. This summer we will 
once again be cooking for our campers out of our food truck/outdoor kitchen setup under our big beautiful pavilion.

This temporary setup is, of course, not without its challenges, but last summer it proved to have some surprising and unexpected 
joys. The cooks and waitresses last summer actually loved and even preferred cooking and prepping in the open air as opposed 
to the small, sweltering indoor space in our old kitchen. 

We are looking for a cook, or even a pair of cooks, who would love working together to try their hand at cooking in creation. Does 
COVID and the winter months have you sick of being indoors?  Come cook this summer at Pine Valley with the added bonus of 
enjoying the outdoor setting.  This is a paid position!  If you, or even better, you and a friend would like to consider this oppor-
tunity, please call the office at 724-752-1661, or contact Susan at 724-272-7528 or email susan5joys@hotmail.com and we can fill 
you in on the details.

It will be a MYTH-BUSTING Summer!
Remember watching the ever so popular show called MythBusters? I can recall an 
episode when they tackled the myth: How do you stay drier in the rain - by walking 
or running? Turns out it’s better to walk! That show was full of fun and excitement, 
yet had a purpose: to bust myths with ingenuity, creativity, and evidence. 
Similarly, this summer we are looking to bust myths that the world is creating 
about God, Jesus, and the Christian faith. We will approach these myths with 
the power and authority of scripture. Take a look at these 4 myths we will be 
BUSTING.

Myth #1 - You are an accident

While the world denies God and the creation account, we will point the 
campers to the truth that we are created by God in His image image. 

Myth #2 - You can save yourself 

Scripture makes it clear we cannot save ourselves. The gospel is the good news of 
Christ Himself coming to save sinners from a just and righteous punishment by His death, burial, 
and resurrection. 

Myth #3 - You are alone

The Word makes it abundantly clear that God is our ever-present help.

Myth #4 - YOLO (You Only Live Once)

The world screams at us to gratify the desires of the flesh by whatever means possible, but the Lord calls 
us to a life of obedience in Him – which results in even greater joy! 

by Abel



Greater Clarity   By Matto

In recent years we did some internal work to clarify our core val-
ues in order to ensure greater mission clarity and ministry effec-
tiveness. After a long, prayerful distillation process we decided 
upon the following three values. 

 1. FAITH is our Foundation

 2. FAMILY is formative but God’s family is Restorative 

 3. FUN Builds a Bridge to the heart of a kid 

The values are listed in order of importance. When we first 
wrote them, the FAITH value was intentionally open-ended. We 
wanted to acknowledge the importance of Faith, but to also 
leave room for conversations with campers about what faith is 
and Who we have placed our faith in. Our intentions were good, 
however, considering the current cultural climate and the per-
sonal and eternal implications of the gospel, any potential am-
biguity about our faith is simply unloving to people and dishon-
oring to God. So, for the sake of clarity and God’s glory, here is 
our revised Faith statement… Faith in Jesus Christ is our foun-
dation for all of life. We want you to know that we are commit-
ted to teaching the full counsel of God to our campers and staff. 
We want to be a community that lives in complete surrender 
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We have no desire to concede 
to the whims of culture, the opinions of man, or the doctrines 
of demons. God has proven Himself faithful to His people and 
His promises; our desire is to live faithfully for Him in response 
to all He has done for us no matter the cost. We will continue to 
proclaim the name of Jesus and strive to live according to His 
Word. Thank you for faithfully partnering with us in the ministry 
of sharing gospel hope with children and young adults. 

February Ministry Weekend 
                by Keturah

 During the past year we have had a few opportunities to invite 
our kids and Camper-In-Training (CIT) teens to camp to be dis-
cipled and to just have some fun with them. These weekends 
have been great for me to connect with some of our CIT teens 
who will be on our Crew staff this summer, as well as with those 
who will hopefully be able to work here in the future. Over the 
past five years, I have watched some of these girls grow up at 

Call to Serve
After a long season of being indoors and in isolation, 
doesn’t a day with friends or family at camp sound 
wonderful?  Spring is a time that we clean and refresh, 
repair and replace, and even build new and creative 
environments.
We want to invite you to:

ADOPT-A-SPACE
 ` Adopt a cabin- clean inside, power wash and stain 
outside

 ` Pool area- power wash and paint and build new 
benches

BUILD AN EXPERIENCE
 ` Wood Cave Box - build a structure that simulates the 
feel of real caving

 ` Portable Gaga Pit
 ` Rock-throwing Station

ADOPT-A-DINNER
Summer 2021 is going to be a 
challenging summer with no 
permanent kitchen…

 ` Pizza or Fried Chicken night $300

Other Adopt-A-Project ideas can be worked on here at 
camp or from the comfort of your own home or garage.  
We have quite a list of things to buy and build. Please 
consider spending a few hours here at camp preparing 
one of our spaces where kids will experience comfort and 
care, fun and freedom, and the hope of the gospel.
For more Adopt-A-Project details and information, please 
contact our office at 724-752-1661.

Pine Valley and learn what it means to have their own faith. 
These teens serve the Lord with their whole hearts and long to 
be here in a community that builds each other up and follows 
the Lord. I am so thankful the Lord has given me the privilege 
to walk alongside these girls in their faith journey!



One More!    by Mr. Matt

With an unprecedented summer behind us and a hope-
filled summer ahead, here are some thoughts.  I am Thank-
ful, Content, yet Unsettled!  I am thankful that we were able 
to have camp last summer when 60% of all camps in the U.S. 
where closed!  I am thankful that with smaller numbers we 
were able to go deeper with our campers!  Also, I am thank-
ful for how our financial needs were met through the Body 
of Christ, and our project costs were all covered!  

I am content as I rest in all that the Lord has done despite 
Covid from last year till now! No staff were furloughed! We’ve 
been serving our children/campers throughout the winter, 
and we are busy preparing to have camp again in 2021!  And 
our staff has intentionally continued to disciple our youth 
throughout the year as they themselves grow in Christ!   

Yet I am unsettled that momentum may have been lost in 
camps across the country.  Of the 4,356 Angel Tree children 
in PA alone who could have gone to camp last summer, only 
193 attended camp (we had 100).  With less high school and 
college-age young men and women working in camps, they 
are missing the opportunity of having a life-changing expe-
rience by serving.  A lot of churches remain closed; I miss vis-
iting our different churches with the Light of the City choir.  
While my personality doesn’t do well with shutdowns and 
setbacks, I am trusting God in this pause time.

Our energy and focus for this year is not only to continue 
ministry and summer camp, but to grow and reach more chil-
dren again!  My first priority and my energy will be focused 
on reaching more Angel Tree (AT) children with the gospel.  
If your church is involved in the Prison Fellowship AT Christ-
mas program, each of those children have a scholarship to 
come to Pine Valley!  (Please let us know if your church is 
involved in this program!!!)  Earlier this month I traveled to 
North Carolina to attend a Christian camping conference 
so I could encourage other Christian camps to also reach 
out to these children!  There are 34,475 eligible children be-
tween the Carolinas, Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Georgia, 
and Florida, and only 143 went to camp last year!  Pray the 
Lord reaches more of these children this year!!!  If you want 
to make a difference too, I have volunteer opportunities to 
help with this!  Give me a call at 724-272-2047 for the details.

These are unsettling times, yet I want to keep our hand to the 
plow in anticipation of the Lord’s return.  Each and every child 
matters.  As a gospel organization we are finding ourselves un-
der attack from all sides.  Our prayer as we move forward is “Give 
us just one more, Lord!”  One more camper.  One more day.  One 
more week.  One more summer.  

A Lifeline  by Joel

In Teen Camp we seek to help our campers deepen their 
knowledge and understanding of God’s word and grow in 
their personal relationship with their Savior. This happens in 
our summer program through personal devotional time each 
morning and our evening Club time (bible study). Although 
much growth happens throughout the summer, many of our 
teens do not have an opportunity to attend church or youth 
group throughout the school year. This year I wanted to pro-
vide an opportunity for our Camper In Training (CIT) teens 
to participate in a bible study throughout the school year 
via Zoom. During the fall we studied the book of James, tak-
ing sufficient time to study each issue addressed in the book. 
I was so encouraged by how many of the CITers participated 
and engaged the challenging content. In December, we did an 

advent study to help the teens keep Christ at the center 
of their Christmas celebrations. This winter/spring 

we will be walking through Psalm 23, one verse 
at a time, as well as, spending two weeks in an 

Easter study. Although meeting via Zoom isn’t 
quite the same as meeting in person, I am 

very thankful for the opportunity 
to continue to guide these teens 
in the study and understanding of 
God’s word.  A teen mom recently 
shared, “This study has been a life-
line at a lonely time for my son.”



You shop
Amazon gives
(see back cover)

Contribute through your 
employer
Code #931352

scan to visit 
our support 
page!

3 Great ways to give!

Update to Paperless!  
To save on printing and postage fees we would like to send out our 
newsletters via email to you.  If you have an email address that we 
can add to our records, please send an email to: 
info@pinevalleycamp.org 

Pine Valley’s Birthday Brunch 
Saturday, May 22 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 Join us as we celebrate 25 years of providing 
camp for kids who can’t afford it. We will have a progressive brunch 
where you can experience our newest ministry environments, 
meet our team, hear about future ministry plans and pray for the 
upcoming ministry season. More details to come!  We hope to see 
you there.

Equipment/Tool Wishlist

• Long shovels (spade, flat, 
snow)

• Rakes (plastic leaf, metal leaf, 
hard metal) 

• Earmuffs

• Safety glasses

• New/gently used lawn equip-
ment 

• Weed whackers 

• New UTV side-by-side

• Skid steer 
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Follow us digitally as we 
continue to communicate future 
opportunities to give and serve.

Give Financially:  

Camp is made possible 
by your generosity. You 
can give online at www.
pinevalleycamp.org towards 
these needs:

Camper scholarships 

New kitchen and dining hall  

Pray for Our Campers:                               
Pray for the children, teens and 
young adults as they continue 
to navigate the reality of being 
isolated. May they experience a 
deep and supernatural connec-
tion to their heavenly Father. 

Follow us:
Pine Valley Camp

PineValleyCamp

@PineValley_Camp

Summer Camp Wish List

• Funds to purchase rock climbing 
gear (webbing, carabiners, 
harnesses, etc.)

• Visit Amazon.com 
to view our wish 
list of smaller items 
needed throughout 
the summer (snacks 
for the camp store, 
first aid, water 
bottles, bibles, etc.)

Corporate Matching Gifts Programs

 Invest in the Mission


