
PRAY 

A. Pray that the Lord would help your kids to 
have faith and understand what He wants to 
teach from the lesson. 

B. Ask the kids if they have anything that they 
want to thank God for or pray for. 

READ 

A. Have the kids grab their Bibles if they are old enough to read  
B. Read Matthew 23:1-12  

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2“The teachers of the law and 
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.3So you must be careful to do everything they tell 
you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.4They 
tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but 
they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.5 “Everything they do 
is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 
their garments long;6they love the place of honor at banquets and the most 
important seats in the synagogues;7they love to be greeted with respect in the 
marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others.8 “But you are not to be called 
‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers.9And do not call 
anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven.10Nor are 
you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah.11The 
greatest among you will be your servant.12For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

INTRODUCTION 

This week we are going to learn about what it means to be a hypocrite. Thats a BIG word isn’t it? 
Everyone say “hypocrite”. 

The religious leaders were being hypocrites and we are going to see what that means and what Jesus 
had to say about it!  

REVIEW 

A. Who remembers what we talked about last week?  
1. We learned about what Jesus said when the religious leaders asked what the greatest 

commandment was.  
2. Jesus told them the greatest commands to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

and mind. And the second greatest is to love your neighbor as yourself.  
3. God wants us to love him and to love others.  

WELCOME 

Welcome kids into the class. Ask them about their 
day, week, family, etc. Try to connect with each kid 

in some way. 

PRE-K MAIN IDEA 

“Jesus wants us to be clean on the inside, not just on the outside” 
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EXPLAIN 

A. Jesus had just answered all the questions the religious leaders threw at him to try to trap him. He answered 
them perfectly and the religious leaders gave up asking questions because they realized it wasn’t going to 
work.  

B. But Jesus didn’t let them get away with it. He turned to the crowd that was gathered around and the disciples 
and said to them that the religious leaders teach the Law, but they don’t live what they teach!  

C. They are hypocrites. What is a hypocrite?  
1. A hypocrite is someone who says one thing, but does something else.  
2. If I said “don’t steal” but then I turn around and steal something, am I being a hypocrite? Yes, because I 

said one thing and did something else!  
D. The religious leaders were teaching the Law to the people but were not following it themselves.  
E. They were the ones who were supposed to be showing the people the right way to live.  
F. The first thing Jesus says is that they tie up a heavy weight and put it on other peoples shoulders, but they 

aren’t willing to  help them carry it.  
1.  This is saying that the religious leaders made people follow all these strict rules that were heavy for 

them to carry - like rocks on their shoulders - but the religious leaders didn’t follow these rules 
themselves.  

2. They were being hypocrites.  
G. Everything the religious leaders did was for other people to see. They wanted others to look at them and 

think “wow they are so good or so holy.”  
H. Back them religious leaders would wear little boxes that had scripture verses inside and they would also wear 

special robes that had tassels on them. Jesus said they were making the boxes extra big and the tassels extra 
long so that people would be sure to see them.  

I. The religious leaders wanted people to think they were great and to give them the best; the best seat in the 
front row at church, the best seat at a dinner party.  

J. They also wanted people to call them “Rabbi” which means “my great one”.  
K. They loved being called this and being treated this way because it made them feel important and powerful.  
L. But Jesus said they shouldn’t be called Rabbi because there is only one great one, only one true teacher - 

God!  
M. The religious leaders were filled with pride and wanted everyone to think they were so great.  
N. Then Jesus said to them that those who lift themselves up will be brought down. Remember when we learned 

about this? We learned that in God’s kingdom things are opposite from what we think.  
O. We think to be great, we need to make ourselves important and make us look good. But Jesus says that if we 

make ourselves great, we wont be great. But if we are humble, God will make us great.  
P. The religious leaders looked good on the outside and loved having people think they were amazing, but on 

the inside they were dirty. They were filled with pride and were being hypocrites - saying one thing and 
doing something else. 

APPLICATION 

A. The religious leaders heart’s were dirty and 
not changed by God.  

B. Do you guys remember how we get clean on 
the inside?  
1. We believe in Jesus and ask him to come 

and change our hearts to be like His.  
C. Lets pray and ask that God would help us to 

be like him and not like the religious leaders. 

MEMORY VERSE 

A. Matthew 23:11-12”  
B. "The greatest among you will be your 

servant. For those who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 
1. Make up motions that will help them 

remember the verse  
2. Say it with them at least 3 times - each 

time in a different voice (Loud, quiet, 
deep, etc)




