
PRAY 

A. Pray that the Lord would help your kids to 
have faith and understand what He wants to 
teach from the lesson. 

B. Ask the kids if they have anything that they 
want to thank God for or pray for. 

READ 

A. Have the kids grab their Bibles if they are old enough to read  
B. Read Matthew 18:1-5 

1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, 
then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”2He called a 
little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3And he 
said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
4Therefore, whoever is humble like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven.5And whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me. 

INTRODUCTION 

Have you ever fought with your siblings about who is the favorite sibling? Or who is the best?  
Well, this week we are going to learn about who Jesus says is the greatest in Heaven’s kingdom.  

Who do you think he said?  

REVIEW 

A. Who remembers what we talked about last week?  
1. Do  you remember something about transformers? Thats right! We talked about when 

Jesus transfigured.  
2. We learned about how Jesus is 100% human and 100% God.  
3. He took Peter James and John up a mountain and gave them a sneak peak at his heavenly/

God side. 

WELCOME 

Welcome kids into the class. Ask them about their 
day, week, family, etc. Try to connect with each kid 

in some way. 
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EXPLAIN 

A. Ok so, lets talk about what was going on.  
B. The disciples (do you remember who the disciples were?) were having an argument over which one was 

greater or better in God’s kingdom - called the Kingdom or Heaven.  
C. They couldn’t agree or figure out who was the greatest so they decided to ask Jesus,. Seems like a good idea 

right?  
D. “Jesus, who is the greatest in the Kingdom or heaven?”  
E. What Jesus said next was not what they were expecting! Jesus called over a child and put the child in the 

middle or where they were talking.  
F. The disciples were probably very confused, thinking  “Um, Jesus we asked you who was the greatest. Why 

do you have a kid?”  
G. Jesus said to them “unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom or heaven.” 
H. Do you remember how we learned that sometimes the way God does things is opposite from how we think to 

do things? This is one of those times.  
I. We think that to be great we have to do Amazing things, or be better than everyone else, or be famous, but 

thats opposite of what Jesus says.  
J. Jesus says those who are like a child and humble are the greatest in God’s kingdom!  
K. What does it mean to be humble?  

1. It means to know your importance, but not brag about it, to have a clear understanding of your value.  
L. And why does Jesus say to be like a child?  

1. Because kids know that they need their parent/guardian to survive! They are dependent on them, they 
count on them.  

2. They trust their parents to take care of them and do what is best for them. 
M. Jesus is telling the disciples that to be great in the kingdom of God they need to give up their thoughts of 

wanting to be great and replace it with love and trust in God.  
N. They need to know they can’t be great on their own, only when they know that Jesus is the only reason they 

can do great things.  
O. Jesus isn’t saying only kids can be great in God’s kingdom, but those who are LIKE kids.  
P. Jesus wants the disciples to see that their pride - thinking too much of themselves, leads to not being able to 

be apart of God’s kingdom. 

APPLICATION 

A. After reading and learning all that, what 
should we remember?  
1. In God’s kingdom, humility leads to 

greatness.  
2. Say it with me “Humility leads to 

greatness”  
3. We need to be like kids and trust and 

lean on Jesus and know that we are only 
great because HE is great, not because of 
anything that we can do.  

4. Lets pray and ask that God would help 
us be humble and trust him like a child. 

MEMORY VERSE 

A. “Therefore, whoever is humble like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

 Matthew 18:4 
1. Make up motions that will help them 

remember the verse  
2. Say it with them at least 3 times - each 

time in a different voice (Loud, quiet, 
deep, etc)




