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B O T T O M  L I N E

Chasing Jesus starts with a step.

S C R I P T U R E

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax 
collector by the name of Levi sitting at 
his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to 
him, and Levi got up, left everything and 
followed him (Luke 5:27-28 NIV).

G O A L  O F  S M A L L  G R O U P

To help students determine one small step 
they can take toward Jesus this week.

T H I N K  A B O U T  T H I S

Leaders—it can be tempting for us to 
emphasize and lead our students toward 
certain destinations. Maybe that’s making 
a decision to follow Jesus, reading their 
Bible every day, or going on a mission 
trip. These are obviously good things to 
do, but as leaders, we need to remember 
that every student in our group is in a 
unique place spiritually, and the steps we 
encourage our students to take should be 
unique as well. For one student, a mission 
trip might be a good next step. For another 
student, dropping a cheating habit might 
be a good next step. And whatever the 
next steps looks like for your students—
however “spiritual” it may or may not be—
make sure they feel celebrated when they 
take it.

Create meaningful conversation. Adjust the questions as needed, and don’t 
feel like you need to answer all of them.

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What are some of the “firsts” you remember celebrating as a 
little kid? (first day of school, losing your first tooth, first sports 
accomplishment, first sleepover, first roller coaster etc.)

2. Why do you think the adults in our life tend to celebrate those first 
moments when we are kids, but they become less of a big deal as 
we get older?

3. What’s one accomplishment that might have looked small on the 
outside but was actually a huge deal to you?

4. How can celebrating small steps actually lead to more success down 
the road?

5. What are some of the small steps you’ve taken in your faith or in your 
relationship with God?

6. Levi (aka Matthew) got up from his tax collector table as his next step 
to following Jesus. What might be “at your table” that you need to 
walk away from in order to take a step toward Jesus?

7. Think of one big step you want to take in your faith. What are some 
of the smaller steps you can take to make the bigger one a reality?

8. How can we as a small group start celebrating the small steps we’re 
all making in our faith and in our relationships with God?

T R Y  T H I S

Leaders—this is a great week to text your students and affirm the small 
steps and growth you’ve seen them make in their faith over the past few 
months. Remember leaders: Even noticing the smallest things can be 
a huge encouragement to your students (e.g. something they said in 
group, a change in behavior, something kind they did for someone else, 
etc.). For each of your students, think of at least one thing you’ve seen 
them do to take steps in their faith, and shoot them a text to celebrate 
with them.


