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B O T T O M  L I N E

Wisdom now can help you miss mistakes 
later.

S C R I P T U R E

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight (Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV).

G O A L  O F  S M A L L  G R O U P

To help students realize that making good 
decisions today can positively impact  
their tomorrow.

T H I N K  A B O U T  T H I S

Leaders—in this phase, students might 
not be able to tell the difference between 
good and bad gut instincts. Some students 
might interpret an impulse or peer pressure 
as a “gut instinct” that they should follow. 
This week, aim to help them begin to 
understand that this tension exists, and 
that the more you listen to wise people, 
the wiser your instincts will become.

Create meaningful conversation. Adjust the questions as needed, and don’t 
feel like you need to answer all of them.

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What’s one thing you hope is true about your life in 5 days? 5 months? 
5 years?

2. How would you describe 6th grade you? What’s one thing you 
thought in 6th grade that you see differently now?

3. What’s one “gray area” of your life that you have to make decisions 
that aren’t clearly right or wrong?

4. What do you do with the questions you have that you can’t just Google?
5. Read Proverbs 3:5-6. What do you think it means to “lean not on your 

own understanding”?
6. How do you decide if someone is a good advice-giver or not? 
7. When can trusting your gut be a good thing? When can it be bad?
8. How would your life be different if you never asked God or other 

people for wisdom?
9. Where are one or two places you can go for wisdom when you need it?

T R Y  T H I S

Leaders—Proverbs is a book of wisdom written by an older person to 
help those younger than him, and this week we want to give our students 
the opportunity to do something similar! 

Pass out one “I wish I knew” card along and one pen to each student. Give 
students a minute or two to fill in the blanks of the following sentence 
with wisdom they’ve learned and want to pass along to others: I wish 
I knew __________ because __________. Remind your students that the 
goal is to share wisdom that they’ve learned in their own lives and why 
that wisdom might be valuable for someone younger than them to learn 
now. Leaders: It may be helpful to provide your OWN answer to get your 
group thinking about their answers before they write them down. Here 
are a couple examples:

I wish I knew not to eat the school’s tater tots because they’re gross.

I wish I knew every family was dysfunctional because then I wouldn’t 
be so hard on my own.

After everyone has written down their wisdom, share them with the 
group, and then collect the cards and pass them along to your Ministry 
Leader. Your Ministry Leader will select a few standout cards to feature 
on screen as students come into your large group environment for the 
remainder of the series.


