
 
 
 

 
 

BEFORE GROUP 
 

 

BOTTOM LINE 
Go see for yourself.  
 
SCRIPTURE 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 
(This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to 
their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house 
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them (Luke 2:1-7 NIV). 
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all 
these things and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told (Luke 2:8-20 NIV). 
 

 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
To encourage students to take a step towards 
discovering Jesus for themselves – no matter what they 
believe or have heard about Him previously.   

 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
Chances are your group has some devoted believers, 
some immature Christians and some students who only 
show up because their friends are there. No matter 
where they are on the journey, as leaders, our goal is 
for every high schooler to develop an authentic 
personal faith. That means inviting them, over and over, 
to think critically about what they hear, to wrestle with 
doubts and to examine personally what they believe. 
Chances are not all of that will happen with every 
student this week. Remember, discipleship is a life-long 
process. If a student in your group begins to rethink 
what God or Jesus means to them, that’s great!   
 
Create meaningful conversations. Adjust the quest-
ions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to 
answer all of them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Lights  /  Week 3 
 

 



 

DURING GROUP 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Icebreaker: Leader, choose five items from pop culture (songs, apps, video games, movies, etc.) from the last month 
and ask students to vote whether each one is overrated or underrated. 
1. What is something (songs, games, sporting events, concerts) that you had to experience for yourself to really 

appreciate?  
2. What is most likely to cause you to try something new (commercials, social media, friends, etc.)? 
3. Do you think most people experience God for themselves or take others word for it?  
4. What are some reasons people might be hesitant to experience God for themselves? (Leader, this is a time to 

acknowledge obstacles but not necessarily give an answer for each one).  
5. What is one reason you were hesitant to experience God in the past? 
6. Think about the steps you might take to experience a new song or video game (you’d go to an app, read reviews, 

download it).  
7. What does it look like to “go see for yourself” even if you aren’t sure what you believe about God? 
8. New experiences are almost always better when you’re with someone. Who is someone you could bring with you 

as you “go and see for yourself” what God is like? 
9. If you were to lay aside assumptions and get to know God for yourself in the next few weeks, what is one thing you 

would hope to discover? 
 

TRY THIS 
XP (special lead-up-to-Christmas devotional)

 


