
 
 
 

 
 

BEFORE GROUP 
 

BOTTOM LINE 
It’s personal because Jesus knows what matters to you. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 He [Zacchaeus] wanted to see who Jesus was, but 
because he was short he could not see over the 
crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-
fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.  
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay 
at your house today.” So he came down at once and 
welcomed him gladly (Luke 19:3-6 NIV).  

 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
To encourage students to see that Jesus cares about 
what they care about, and to help them take an interest 
in what others care about. 

 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
One of the fastest ways to gain influence with a student 
in this phase is by caring about what they care about. 
You’ll have a great opportunity to do that in this 
conversation. As students open up about things they 
like or are interested in, be careful not to dismiss or 
minimize it just because you don’t understand or like it 
in the same way. Instead, ask questions and let them 
teach you about what they like. Not only are you getting 
a look into their world, but you’re letting them know that 
you care about what matters to them. You’re modeling 
for them what it looks like to care about what someone 
else cares about, and you’re showing them a glimpse at 
how Jesus cares about what matters to them, too. 
 
This guide is a suggestion, not a formula. Adjust the 
questions and activities as needed, and don’t feel 
like you need to do, or ask, everything you see here. 

 

 
 

DURING GROUP 
ICE BREAKER 
What’s something that you like to do that people may not expect? 
 
DISCUSS THIS 
1. On a scale of 1 to 10, how important is it to hang out with people who have the same interests as you?  
2. Has it ever been hard to get to know someone who had different interests than you? Why or why not?  
3. What’s one thing you could miss out on by not having people around you with different interests? 
4. On a scale of 1 to 10, how much do you believe that Jesus cares about what you care about? 
5. Why is it important to care about what other people care about? 
6. What’s one way you can find out what matters to someone else? 

 
DO THIS (EXPERIENCE) 
Together, use a poster board to design a t-shirt that represents what matters to the group. Ask everyone to contribute 
by drawing something that matters to them most. 
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