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SERIES SUMMARY 

 
A 4-week series on injustice.  
 
WEEK 1: Before you do something about injustice, you have to see it.   
WEEK 2: When you experience injustice, you don’t have to face it alone. 
WEEK 3: God is doing something about injustice. 
WEEK 4: When it comes to injustice, never stop doing something. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 
Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go 
in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 
(James 2:15-16 NIV). 
 
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (James 2:17 NIV). 
 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people” (Galatians 6:9-10a 
NIV). 

 
 

TEACHING SLIDES 
 
*All scripture, bottom lines, and prompts that are bolded in this script are also provided as 
teaching slides. 
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COMMUNICATOR GUIDE 
 



TEACHING OUTLINE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
• How many of you have ever been lost?  
• When we get lost, we often find ourselves thinking, “What am I supposed to do now?” We 

want to do something to make the situation better or figure out where we’re supposed to be, 
but we feel helpless and don’t know where to turn next.  

 

TENSION 
• Sometimes we can feel like we don’t know what to do when it comes to injustice.  
• Injustices are things that are unfair, unequal, or not right.  
• God cares about injustice, and He calls us to take part in the work He’s doing to make things 

right.  
• When thinking about injustices in the world, maybe you . . .  

o Feel overwhelmed because it feels like you can’t solve the big problems you see. 
o Feel hopeless. 
o Feel like you can’t be part of the change because you are in middle school. 
o Don’t know what to do to help or aren’t sure if you want to help. 
o Have tried to make a difference, but the work is hard. 

• You don’t have to wait on someone else to make a difference. You can do something about 
the injustices in the world.  

TRUTH 
• James was the half-brother of Jesus. After Jesus died and came back to life, James became 

a leader in the early church and wrote a letter to Christians who were facing injustice in their 
world.  

• James wrote that when you see an injustice, you have to do more than just hope it changes. 
If you don’t do anything to help, what good is it? (James 2:15-16) 

• When faced with a huge injustice, it’s easy to settle for words over actions. But in that, we 
miss the opportunity God may be giving us to be that person who tries to make a change.  

• Our response to injustice is directly connected to our faith. (James 2:17)  
• Living a life of faith is about becoming more like Jesus, and when we take action against 

injustice, we are becoming more like Him.  
• Our action against injustice is a reflection of our faith in God who cares about injustice.  
• The apostle Paul wrote that we should not grow tired of doing good and that we’ll reap the 

benefits of our good work in time. (Galatians 6:9-10a)  
• We might not always be able to see the change we’re working toward right away, but we 

shouldn’t give up. 
• When it comes to injustice, never stop doing something.  

 

APPLICATION 
• If we want to be people who show others that God cares about injustice, we have to keep caring. 

It can’t be a one-time thing.  
• We are called to a lifelong attitude of justice and continued action as we live out our faith.  
• We can start doing something about injustice by: 

o Using our voice to speak up when we see injustice. 
o Using our influence to help others see the injustices we care about.  
o Using our talents to fight injustice. 



o Using our time and making fighting injustice a lifelong goal. 
• When it comes to injustice, never stop doing something.  

 

LANDING 
• My prayer is that your eyes will remain open to the see the injustices in the world and that 

injustice is a cause you’ll take up for the rest of your lives. 
• You can be the generation that makes the kind of change that lasts and makes the world a better 

place.  
• How can you use your voice, influence, talent, or time to do something about injustice? 

 
 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
 
Fact: The fatigue that comes with fighting injustice is real. It’s the reason so many give up or 
step out of the work after days, months, or even years. And even though they may just be 
starting the work, it’s something that your middle schoolers may experience, too. It’s important 
this week to encourage them to keep going! Help them see that the work against injustice isn’t a 
box they check once a year and move on. It’s an on-going process that God calls them to be a 
part of for the rest of their lives. Do your best to both acknowledge how big and even daunting 
that can feel to a middle schooler, but also how cool and inspiring it can be to join in the work 
that God has been doing through others to right wrongs in the world around them.  
 

 
 

INTERACTIVE 1: PLANTING SEEDS 
 
OVERVIEW 
For this Interactive, you’ll use seeds and a plant to draw parallels between Galatians 6:9-10 and 
working toward fighting injustice. 
 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
• 2 small plant pots  
• Planting soil 
• A watering can filled with water 
• A desk lamp and access to electricity 
• A small table 
• A table cloth 
• Large seeds 
• A small, sprouted plant 
 
HOW-TO 
• Pour planting soil into both pots. In one pot, plant the small plant. 
• Place the table on stage and cover it with the table cloth. 
• Behind the table cloth, hidden from the audience, place the potted plant, pot filled with dirt, 

watering can filled with water, packet of seeds, and desk lamp. 
• Plug the desk lamp in, but don’t turn it on yet.  
 
 



 
INTERACTIVE 2: THE DOMINO EFFECT 

 
OVERVIEW 
This is where you’ll set up dominos to help explain the potential each student has to make a 
positive change when it comes to injustice.    
 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
• A set of dominos. Steer clear of black and white dominos to avoid parallels being drawn 

between the dominos and racial injustices. Instead, opt for fun, brightly colored dominos for 
this Interactive.  

• A small table  
• A box to hold the dominos 
 

HOW-TO 
• Place the box of dominos and table on stage. 
• Set up a line of around 10-15 dominos on the table. 

 
NOTE: 
Any time you set up a domino path, there’s always a risk of it falling before you’re ready! This 
Interactive will continue through this series, and you won’t put the dominos in action until the 
end of this week’s talk. If during your talk the dominos accidently fall, have something prepared 
to say ahead of time. Something simple and lighthearted like, “Oops, that’s not how that was 
supposed to happen,” can work. Or you could go a little deeper and say something like, “See, 
these dominos were put into motion before they were ready. And what happened? Well, nothing 
that impressive, right? But I think as we learn together over the next few weeks, we’ll see that 
only when we’re ready can we truly do something impactful about injustice around us.” 
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BOTTOM LINE 
 

WHEN IT COMES TO INJUSTICE, NEVER STOP DOING SOMETHING. 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
1 MINUTE 

 
I want to see a show of hands! How many of you have ever gotten lost? Turn to your neighbor 
and tell them the craziest place you’ve ever gotten lost!  
 
Maybe you were exploring with your friend in your neighborhood and got totally lost. You had no 
idea where you were or where you should go.  
Or maybe when you were younger, you accidentally wandered off from your parents in the 
grocery store. The next thing you knew, your parents were nowhere to be found!  
Or maybe you’ve been on a road trip before, and the person who was driving thought they were 
going the right way. But then, everyone realized it was absolutely NOT the right way, and you 
were in the middle of nowhere.  
 
If you’ve ever gotten lost before, you might have found yourself in the moment asking, “What am 
I supposed to do now?” When you’re lost, you want to do something to make the situation better 
or figure out where you’re supposed to be, but you feel a little helpless, like you don’t know 
where to turn next.  
 

 
 

TENSION 
3 MINUTES 

 
I think we all feel that way sometimes: “What am I supposed to do now?” 
 
For me, that’s how I usually feel when we talk about injustice. Remember, injustices are the 
things in our world that are unfair, unequal, or not right. They’re the kind of things that happen to 
us or to others that make us think, “Somebody should do something about that!” And as we’ve 

TEACHING SCRIPT 
 

Do Something / Week 4 
 
 



learned over the last few weeks, not only does God care about injustice, but He calls us to work 
with Him to help bring justice. He challenges us to do something about it. To be part of the work 
He is doing to make things right.  
 
And while that’s a really cool and even exciting challenge, I think if we’re honest, it’s also a little 
overwhelming. For starters, we sometimes feel like there’s not a lot we can do about the 
injustices we see in the world. The big problems of poverty, racism, hunger, unequal 
treatment of people, cruelty, crime? Well, those things just feel like part of a never-ending battle 
against injustice. And at times, it truly feels like we can’t solve big problems like these. 
 
Maybe you feel that way sometimes, too! Maybe you look at the injustices in the world and feel 
a little hopeless. They’ve always happened, and they’re still happening, so can there even be 
hope that they won’t happen? Is there anything we can really do to change them? 
 
Or maybe, you do have hope that things can change, but you don’t feel like you can be a part of 
the solution. As a middle schooler, you wonder if you can make a difference when it comes to 
such big problems in the world. Maybe you see injustices happening to people in your school or 
in your neighborhood, but you don’t know what to do or say to help. After all, how much can one 
middle schooler actually do to change something like that? 
 
Maybe you’re sitting there kind of feeling like you do when you’ve gotten lost before. You know 
injustice is out there, but you don’t know what to do to help make things better. Or maybe you’re 
the person on the receiving end of the injustice. You’re dealing with it each and every day. And 
because of that, you know just how difficult actually doing something about it can be at times.  
 
Maybe you’re someone who knows it’s happening, but honestly, it’s not affecting you. And 
because of that, you’re just not sure what you’re supposed to do about it. Maybe you’re not even 
sure you want to do anything about it! 
 
Or maybe you have jumped in to do your part. You’ve spoken up and shown up whenever you 
see injustice, and maybe you’ve even seen some progress in your fight. But because of that, 
you know that the work to fight injustice isn’t easy. In fact, it’s really, really, really hard. And 
maybe because of that, you’re not sure if you can keep going. You’re not sure you can stay in 
the fight because honestly, it’s a lot.   
 
All of that? I totally get it! Because you’re right: Standing up and doing something about 
injustice isn’t easy. It is overwhelming. It is something that feels like somebody bigger, or 
stronger, or older, or more powerful should be doing. It feels like something somebody needs to 
do something about, right?  
 
Well, here’s what I want you to know today: You are somebody. And whether you realize it or 
not, I believe that you could be the somebody to start doing something and keep doing 
something about the injustices that you see and care about in the world around you.  
 

 
 

TRUTH 
5 MINUTES 

 
To help us out here, I want to talk about a guy named James. What’s interesting about James is 
that he was actually the half-brother of Jesus. After Jesus died and came back to life, James 
became a leader of the early church. During that time, James wrote a letter to a group of 
Christians who were facing injustice in their world. And James wanted to encourage and 
challenge them. He did so by saying this: 
 
Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 
needs, what good is it? (James 2:15-16 NIV) 



 
Okay, so that sounds a little harsh. James was basically saying, “Hey, when you see an 
injustice, you have to do more than just offer a few words and walk away. You have to do more 
than just hope it changes. If you don’t do anything to actually try and help, what good is it?” 
 
I think this bold statement stings a little bit because if we’re honest, that’s what we’re all tempted 
to do sometimes. When faced with the huge-ness of a problem that we don’t know how to solve, 
we often just settle for simple words over actual actions. We join the hundreds, or thousands, or 
even millions of people waiting for and praying for somebody to actually do something. And if 
we’re the ones hurting, sometimes we even give up hope that something can or will actually 
happen to make it right. But in that, we miss the opportunity God may be giving us to be part of 
the answer. To be that somebody who can do something.  
 
James went on to explain that, as followers of Jesus, our response to injustice is directly 
connected to our faith. He said:  
 
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (James 2:17 
NIV). 
 
James was saying here that our faith and our actions are connected. If we say we have faith, 
but it doesn’t motivate us to do something, then something about our faith is dead. Something 
about our faith isn’t quite right. And here’s why that’s a big deal: Living a life of faith is about 
becoming more like Jesus. And even if you’ve missed every part of this series so far, here’s the 
part I want you to always remember. When it came to injustice, Jesus was always doing 
something. Always. And when we make that shift to allow our prayers and words to turn into 
action, we are becoming more like the person we’re praying to. We’re becoming more like Jesus 
Himself. 
 
The things that make you feel sad or angry that you know aren’t right? The injustices that 
motivate you to act? Those things that hurt you and the people you love? Those things are 
wrongs in the world that God wants to see made right. And He created you and me to be the 
somebodies to do something about it. Not just to talk about it, but to be about it. To act on it. 
And to keep acting as a reflection of our faith in God who cares about injustice. Then others 
around us can see the God who cares about injustice, too.  
 
When it comes to injustice, never stop doing something. 
  
It may feel overwhelming. Like our little actions won’t have any effect on such giant problems. 
But small changes are still that: changes! And they’re changes in the right direction.  
 
God tells us in His Word, that no matter how long the fight is, no matter how hard the battle is, 
we aren’t to give up. The apostle Paul wrote this: 
 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people” 
(Galatians 6:9-10a NIV). 
 
“Don’t get weary when you’re doing good,” Paul said. In other words, don’t give up! Don’t give in 
when the good work gets hard. Instead, keep going, keep working, keep fighting. 
 
Paul used farming language to make this point. And while most of us aren’t farmers, it still totally 
applies to us. He said not to become weary of doing good because we’ll get a harvest. That 
means that at the right time, we’ll see the benefits of the work we’ve put in.  
 
INTERACTIVE: Planting Seeds 
This is where you’ll use seeds and a plant to draw parallels between Galatians 6:9-10 and 
working toward fighting injustice.  
 



See, fighting injustice is like planting a seed. You plant it. [Plant the seed in the pot.] Water it. 
[Water the seed.] And give it sunlight and time to grow. [Aim a lit lamp over the plant.] Now 
here’s the important part: you can’t just plant the seed, water it once, and hope for it to grow. 
No, you have to keep showing up to water it, to look out for it, to check in on it. You may not see 
much at the beginning. And you may even think that a plant won’t ever sprout. But underground, 
a lot is happening. And at the right time, the plant will pop up, and eventually, it will be harvest 
time. [Bring out the sprouted plant in a pot.]  
 
It’s the same with injustice. Even if you don’t see any change right at the moment, don’t get 
discouraged. Don’t grow weary. You are making a change. Some of that change might not 
happen right away. It may not be visible at first. But God is working in ways you might not be 
able to see. So, don’t give up! Keep doing good to all people.  
 
When it comes to injustice, never stop doing something. 
  

 
 

APPLICATION 
4 MINUTES 

 
INTERACTIVE: The Domino Effect 
This is where you’ll set up dominos to help explain the potential each student has to make a 
positive change when it comes to injustice.    
 
Remember the dominos from the previous weeks? We started setting up a domino path to show 
us how we can do something when it comes to injustice. We have the power to set off a chain 
reaction when it comes to fighting injustice. But we can’t take action without setting things up 
first. A few weeks ago, we said that before an action can happen, we have to see the injustice. 
[Motion to the dominos.] And we’ve learned that God is doing something about injustice by using 
each of us! [Motion to the dominos.] Today we’re reminded of another important thing when it 
comes to injustice. That we should never stop doing something. [Add a few dominos to the line.] 
 
Doing something about injustice can’t be just a box that we check. It can’t be a one-time thing. 
We can’t be the somebody who does something once and never does it again. If we want to be 
people who show others that God cares about injustice, we have to keep caring. [Add a domino 
in the line.] Keep acting. [Add a domino in the line.] Keep working together. [Add a domino in the 
line.] 
 
When it comes to injustice, never stop doing something.  
 

God calls us to a lifelong attitude of justice and continued action as we live out our faith. We 
might not be able to change everything, but we can keep doing something. Maybe you’re 
already doing something or maybe you’re not sure where to start. Well, here are a few ways we 
can all keep doing something about injustice:  
 
● Use your voice. [Add a domino to the line.] Speak up. Say something when you see it. 

Share about it on social media. Talk to a friend about the causes that you care about. About 
the injustices that are moving you to act. Start a conversation with a teacher or adult who 
can help you fight against injustice you might be experiencing. We may not all have the 
power, or money, or platform to make big changes, but we do all have a voice to speak up 
when we see injustice happening. And when we speak up, not only are we telling those 
around us that we care about the injustices happening and the people they are happening 
to, we’re showing others that God cares about it, too.  

 
● Use your influence. [Add a domino to the line.] All of us have some sort of influence. 

Maybe you’re popular at school. Maybe you’re a leader on your team or in your Small 
Group. Maybe you have a younger sibling or neighbor who looks up to you. Whatever 
influence you have, use it to help others see the injustices you care about. Use it to educate. 
Use it to encourage others to act alongside you. 



 
● Use your talent. [Add a domino to the line.] You don’t have to give up on basketball, or 

theater, or Spanish class, or whatever your hobby is. You don’t have to be a big personality, 
or a strong speaker, or a super smart student to act on injustice. Whatever talent you have, 
God can use it to shine light on an issue and inspire others to act. If you’re not sure what 
that looks like for you, ask God to show you. Think about what you’re good at and what you 
like to do! If you’re good at playing the piano, maybe you could teach someone how to play 
who could use a friend right now. Or maybe if math is your strongest subject, you could tutor 
someone who is struggling to understand it. Maybe even start a conversation in your Small 
Group about it today. The people in your Small Group are there to encourage you to live out 
God’s best for your life. So, ask them what talents they see in you and brainstorm ways you 
can use those in the fight against injustice together! 

 
● Use your time [Add a domino to the line.] We’re not talking about doing one service project 

or signing up to volunteer a few times. Injustice is everywhere, and it will stay that way if we 
don’t keep acting. Part of following Jesus is making a commitment to DO something and 
KEEP DOING SOMETHING. So, make the work against injustice more than just a one-time 
thing. Make it a lifelong goal! Keep showing up, keep giving, keep telling your story. No 
matter what, don’t give up on the fight! 

 
Because when it comes to injustice, never stop doing something.  
 

 
 

LANDING 
1 MINUTE 

 
Maybe you’ve never thought that God cares about injustice. Maybe you’ve never realized that 
it’s out there and impacting the lives of people you know. Maybe you’ve never thought that you 
could be a part of the solution. Or maybe, you’ve lost hope that God still cares about you and 
the people you love who are hurting. My prayer for each one of you is that your eyes will remain 
open to see the injustices in this world. That your heart would be moved to act. That you would 
stand with others so they don’t have to experience injustice alone. And that you would make 
injustice a cause you take up for the rest of your lives.  
 
Because I believe you can be the generation that makes the kind of change that lasts. The kind 
of change that makes this world a better place for all of us. I believe you are the generation who 
can do something.  
 
Can you imagine if everyone in this room chose to do something with their voice, their influence, 
their talent, and their time? If we chose to care about and keeping fighting against the injustice 
that we see around us and in the world? I think it could cause a domino effect that could change 
the world. [Set the dominos in action.]  
 
When I think about what could happen, I get excited about the change that could make this 
world better for everyone in it.    
 
Now, as you head to Small Group, I want you to think about this question: How can you use 
your voice, influence, talent, or time to do something about injustice? 

 
 

 TRANSITION INTO SMALL GROUPS 
 

 
 
	


