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Merry Christmas!
Hope, peace, joy, and love are a few of the good gifts God has given us.
During Advent, we celebrate Jesus coming to earth as a baby, making the
way for these gifts to be experienced. Our prayer is that your family can
use this guide to remember and celebrate Jesus’ birth and the hope and
joy He offers.
Each weekly devotion is designed to be done on Sunday night to start the
week as a family. Each week will also include a family activity that simply
gives your family a chance to spend time together and make the Advent
season count. Lead your family to open their Bibles, discuss the Bible
passage, pray together, and create special memories that strengthen your
hope, joy, love, and peace with God and with others. Make your family’s
Advent time even more meaningful by going deeper in family
conversations and search out additional Scripture verses, or utilize the
extra verses throughout the week at daily family prayer times.
Don't forget to sing together. There is something special about proclaiming
God's truth through music. So don't skip the song, sing together as a
family. The lyrics are included in this guide and we encourage you to look
the song up if you need help with the music.
Use these devotions, activities, and worship songs to help your family
worship Jesus this Christmas. Christmas is not so much about traditions
and gifts, but a chance to remember the gift we have already received. He
is the gift we proclaim. Let’s celebrate!

Week 1:

FAMILY WORSHIP

DISCUSS
What comes to your mind when you think about the word hope ?
When we think about hope, we might say, “I hope to get a new video game for Christmas”
or “I hope it snows this year on Christmas Eve.” In those cases, we don’t know if what we are
hoping for will really happen. We have no control over the outcome. But when the Bible
talks about hope, there is a certainty, not because of what we hope for, but because of Who
we hope in. The Bible teaches us that we can hope in God.
The Old Testament tells us many of God’s promises from prophets (special messengers) who
often told about God’s promises. There is a special word we use for God’s plans and
promises that are told to us in the Bible. Do you know what that word is? (Allow time for
responses.) Prophecy. God used prophecy, like the verses we are about to read, to share His
plans and promises to give people hope. God wanted His people to know that He was in
control, He had a plan, and He was with them.
READ
Read Isaiah 7:14 and Isaiah 9:6.
EXPLAIN
Throughout all of history, God has never left His people hopeless. God promised to send
Jesus to rescue people from sin and make a way for us to be welcomed into God’s family for
eternity. This is the best gift ever! When we read through the prophecies of the Old
Testament and then see how God kept His promises when we read the New Testament, we
know we can trust God to keep all of His promises. Jesus promised that He would return
one day and we would be with Him forever (John 14:1-3). We live in hope today as we
eagerly await Jesus’ return to make all things new.
PRAY
Thank God for sharing His plans and promises in the Bible to give us hope. Praise God for
sending Jesus to be with us. Thank Him for the gift of hope through Jesus this Christmas.
SING OF HOPE
Look up the following Christmas carol to sing together as a family: “Come Thou Long
Expected Jesus"
FAMILY ACITIVITY
Watch your favorite Christmas movie together and drink hot chocolate with ALL the
marshmallows
More Bible verses about hope:
Romans 5:2-5; 1 Timothy 4:10; Psalm 33:20-22; Hebrews 10:23; 1 Peter 1:3

Week 1:

COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS

LYRICS
Verse 1
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people
free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in
Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth
Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
Verse 2
Joy to those who long to see thee, Dayspring from on
high, appear;
Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of thy birth we long to
hear!
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a
birth;
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has
come to earth.”
Verse 3
Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories knew
no end;
By his life he brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd,
Friend.
Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall;
This the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of
all.
Verse 4
Born Thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom
bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine own sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious
throne.

For a child will
be born for us,
a son will be
given to us

Week 2:

FAMILY WORSHIP

DISCUSS
What are some words that come to mind when you think about angels? Where do you
think those ideas came from?
Explain that the Bible gives us many examples of angels. Throughout the entire Bible, angels
were God’s special messengers.
READ
Read Luke 1:26-33.
EXPLAIN
In the Christmas story, angels played a very special role in announcing the birth of Jesus.
When the angel appeared to Mary to tell her she would be Jesus’ earthly mother, he told
her not to be afraid. He brought a message of peace to Mary. He wanted her to know she
was called by God to be the mother of Jesus.
Peace is an important part of Christmas. The Bible verse we studied from week one
explained that Jesus would be the Prince of Peace. (See Isaiah 9:6.) Jesus is our peace, and
He came to bring us the gift of peace. Because of our sin, the Bible says we are separated
from God (Romans 3:23). But God sent Jesus to provide the way for us to be brought back
to Him by receiving God’s love. Then we will be at peace with Him
(Romans 5:1). It was God’s love that brought Jesus into the world as a baby. Just like the
angels, it is important that we worship Jesus and tell others about His birth and the peace
He offers.
PRAY
Thank God for the gift of peace. Praise Him for sending Jesus so that we can have peace
with God when we trust in Him. Ask God to use your family to point others to the peace of
God this Advent season.
SING OF PEACE
Look up the following Christmas carol to sing together as a family: “O Come O come
Emmanuel”
FAMILY ACITIVITY
Make Christmas cookies together. Dads, don't sit this one out! Roll your sleeves up and get
your hands messy in the kitchen.
More Bible verses about peace:
John 14:27; Isaiah 53:5; Colossians 3:12-15; Philippians 4:4-8

Week 2:

O COME O COME EMMANUEL

LYRICS
Verse 1
O come O come Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
Verse 2
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny
From depths of Hell Thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
Verse 3
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
Verse 4
O come Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

Week 3:

FAMILY WORSHIP

DISCUSS
When was the last time you heard someone tell you something that was exciting? Can you
remember the last time someone told you something that was important? Have you ever
heard an announcement that made your eyes get really big in surprise?
Today, we are going to read about a really big announcement in the Bible. An
announcement is when someone tells something to someone else, usually something that
they didn’t already know. What kind of announcement do you think we’re going to learn
about? Something exciting, something important, or something surprising? (Or all three!)
Let’s read and ﬁnd out!
READ
Read Luke 2:1-7.
EXPLAIN
It might seem odd to read this passage and talk about joy. Jesus was born in a lowly
manger and the world around him didn't even seem to notice. This was not the way a king
should be born. There doesn't seem to be anything exciting in this passage, but we will see
next week that the angels come rejoicing the news of this baby "wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger."
The exciting news of Jesus leads us to respond by joyfully worshiping Him. As we worship
Jesus, we will be able to share our excitement about the good news of Jesus with anyone
who will listen. What great joy has come into the world!
PRAY
Praise God for sending Jesus into the world. Ask for His help to share this joyful news with
others this Christmas season.
SING OF JOY
Look up the following Christmas carol to sing together as a family: “Joy to the World”
FAMILY ACITIVITY
Drive around and look at Christmas lights as a family and listen to Christmas music the
whole time
More Bible verses about joy:
Luke 15:1-7; Romans 15:13; Psalm 16:11; John 15:9-11; 1 Peter 1:8-9

Week 3:

JOY TO THE WORLD

LYRICS
Verse 1
Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing
verse 2
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy
Verse 3
No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found
Far as far as the curse is found
Verse 4
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love And
wonders wonders of His love

Week 4:

FAMILY WORSHIP

DISCUSS
Show your family some modern pictures of Bethlehem. Discuss what Bethlehem may have
looked like during the time Jesus was born.
Explain that Bethlehem was a small town, but God planned for it to be a very important
place in the story of how He showed His love for people. After about 400 years of silence
(between the Book of Malachi and the New Testament), Bethlehem was the place God
chose to take the next step in showing His unfailing love to people.
READ
Read Luke 2:8-20.
EXPLAIN
What an announcement! This special news didn’t come in a way we might expect today,
like a text message, email, or letter. No, this important news came directly from an angel
from heaven. Can you picture it? Imagine standing outside on a dark night, and suddenly
angels appear with exciting news of great joy just for you. How do you think you would
feel? The Bible says the shepherds were terriﬁed at ﬁrst, but their fear quickly turned to joy
as they heard the news of the promised Messiah being born.
It was in Bethlehem that Mary and Joseph, Jesus’ earthly parents, welcomed Jesus into the
world. They had traveled to Bethlehem because the law said that Joseph had to go to his
hometown to be counted in a census. First John 4:9 says that “God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his one and only Son into the world so that we might live
through him.” God sent the gift of Jesus into the world to be born in the town of
Bethlehem to demonstrate His deep and everlasting love for us.
PRAY
Thank God for sending us the gift of love through Jesus. Acknowledge that He knows every
detail of the story for His people, even the small town where the Savior would be born.
thank Him for this Advent season to reflect and rejoice that love has come to us.
SING OF LOVE
Look up the following Christmas carol to sing together as a family: “O Come All Ye Faithful"
FAMILY ACITIVITY
Find a way to bless your neighbors this week. Take them dinner, invite them over for
dinner, or go caroling in front of their house. Jacob Bell volunteers to help carol if needed!
More Bible verses about love:
John 3:16-17; John 13:34; Romans 5:8; Romans 8:38-39; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Week 4:

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL

LYRICS
Verse 1
O come all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of angels
Chorus
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
Verse 2
Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
O sing all ye bright
Hosts of heav’n above
Glory to God all
Glory in the highest
Chorus
Verse 3
Yea Lord we greet Thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv’n
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing
Chorus

Christmas

Day

FAMILY WORSHIP

DISCUSS
Why do we celebrate Christmas? Is there anything different that we do as Christians to
celebrate than people who don’t believe or trust in Jesus? (Allow your family to respond and
discuss why you have these different celebrations.)
Christmas is a wonderful day for our family! Today is a special day because it is a day that we
pause to remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus. Long before Jesus was born, God had
a plan to send His Son into the world to rescue us from our sins. The Bible tells us that Jesus
came to bring light and life to everyone who trusts in Him.
READ
Read John 1:1-5.
EXPLAIN
We know that darkness and light cannot exist in the same place. Wherever there is light, there
cannot be darkness. The Bible sometimes uses the word darkness when talking about people
who do not follow Jesus, as in “they are walking in darkness.” But Jesus is the light of the world
who came to take away the darkness. (See John 8:12, 1 John 1:5.)
This Advent season, we have learned about the prophecies of Jesus’ coming that gave hope
to God’s people. God always keeps His promises. We discovered the place where God first
displayed His love to the world—Bethlehem—and the people He chose to fulfill His promise,
Mary and Joseph. We know that when the shepherds heard the news of great joy that Jesus
was born, they rejoiced and praised God. Then, we discovered how God made the way for
true peace to come into the world through Jesus from the message of the angels.
Today, we celebrate the gift of Jesus, the promised Savior God sent for us. Jesus is called
Immanuel. Do you remember what that name means? (God with us) At the perfect time, in the
perfect way, and because God loves us, He sent His Son Jesus to be born into the world. God
the Creator became Immanuel—God with us (Matthew 1:21-23). Jesus was born as a baby. He
lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His
life for us, we can be called children of God. This is the best gift ever! Today, as we celebrate
the birth of Jesus, the Light of the world, we pray for His light to be seen in our lives as we
worship Him.
PRAY
Thank Jesus for coming to be the Light of the world. Praise Him for coming to be the greatest
gift for everyone who trusts in Him as Savior.
SING OF HOPE
Look up the following Christmas carol to sing together as a family.
“Joy to the World”
More Bible verses about Jesus:
John 8:12; Matthew 4:16; John 12:46; 2 Corinthians 4:6

Christmas

Day

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

LYRICS
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born
While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a Holy light
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born
The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo! Above the Earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior's birth
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born
Down in a lowly manger
Our humble Christ was born
And brought us all salvation
That blessed Christmas morn
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born
That Jesus Christ is born

