
Lent Devotional
ASH WEDNESDAY TO EASTER SUNDAY 



Welcome to Lent at Mission Church

Lent is the time between Ash Wednesday and Easter that 
we use to prepare our hearts to experience the fullness of the 
Easter experience.  

Lent calls each of us to enter into the Journey of Jesus.  
During the season of Lent we are called to give up luxuries 
and conveniences to foster simplicity and self control.  We 
are also called to devote ourselves to scripture, prayer and 
repentance.  This devotional was created to help us down this 
path.  Finally we are called to give to the needy and bless those 
around us.  

This time of repentance, devotion, giving and grieving 
ends with the great celebration of Easter Sunday…
Resurrection Day!  By journeying with Jesus though his life 
and death, we also journey with him in his resurrection.  

We have asked our ministry staff, retired elders and locally 
licensed ministers to contribute to this Lenten Devotional.  
More than just doing a reading each day, you will be called 
to engage deeply and encounter the different people that 
journeyed with Jesus.  During Lent, may you:

Authentically Love God

Humbly Serve One Another and 

Intentionally Share Christ. 

     Journeying,
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Editor's Note

This is not a typical book of devotional readings and 
responses, although there is space to write in this book. You 
also will be asked to respond by watching a video, or drawing a 
picture, or some other activity in order to interactively engage 
with scripture. 

This approach may be new to you.
•      The devotionals focus on people you encounter in the  
        Gospels: Jesus (Sundays), Jewish Religious Leaders (Monday/ 
        Tuesday), Everyday People (Wednesday/Thursday), and  
        Disciples (Friday/Saturday)
•      Sunday devotionals are standalone, while the weekday          
        devotionals have a two-day timeline.
•      Day One
        Read the devotional text for that day. Pray, asking God to  
        direct your mind and heart in the direction He has chosen  
        for you.
•      Day Two
        ✳      Follow the suggested prompts the authors chose to        
                 deepen your understanding of the Day One devotional.
        ✳      Day Two prompts include unique opportunities to  
                 express your understanding of the devotional topic,                   
                 such as: acrostic, poem, drawing, etc. (If links are listed,                   
                 you may use the provided QR code to access them  
                 easily.)

We hope you will use these devotionals to encounter scripture in 
new ways as we journey through Lent to Easter Sunday.

Enjoy the ride!!

Speaking for the contributors to this booklet . . .
Dr. Chuck Downing 



Ash Wednesday, Day 1. 
Everyday People—The Samaritan Woman

John 4:1-28

The Biblical story of Jesus and the Samaritan is truly 
inspiring. It shows how humble Jesus was and how his heart was 
burdened by the struggles of humanity. Where in our humanness 
we see failure, fear, and inability, God sees potential, promise, 
and a future. It is a rich example of love, truth, redemption, and 
acceptance.

There are many reasons why Jesus shouldn’t have engaged 
with this woman. From a cultural perspective, her background, 
gender, and ethnicity prevented a conversation. Yet Jesus engages! 
She hesitated in fear, then did as He asked. And during this 
conversation, she met the Messiah! 

The first person to whom Jesus revealed his true nature was 
this outcast, unqualified, sinful woman. She had no spiritual 
qualifications and no religious background. Nevertheless, her life 
and the lives of others were changed! 

God equips those who obey him. 
The disciples were amazed that Jesus would talk to her, and 

she could see judgment on their faces. Despite their disapproval, 
as a result of meeting Jesus, she left everything and ran to tell 
others what she experienced. All she did was share her testimony, 
her experience with the Messiah, and lives were changed! 

God used her as she was!
Do you hesitate to share Christ out of fear?
Do you feel unqualified or unworthy to be called and used by 

Christ?
Do your past failures and shortcomings stop you from 

wholeheartedly serving God today?
Is God challenging you to step out of the shadow of fear, 

unworthiness, and doubt?
I pray today that you will trust God’s calling and move 

forward in boldness and courage to let your testimony shine the 
light of God on those around you!



Thursday, Day 2. Watch, Listen, and Do
Watch this beautiful glimpse into this intentional meeting of Jesus and 
the Woman! See his compassion, kindness, and care for her, as he shows 
her the Messiah and changes her life. The Chosen  Video: Jesus and the 
Outcast Woman
Write a dialog between the woman and several townspeople as she 
returns to her home after Jesus leaves.

Woman 

Townsperson1 

Woman 

Townsperson2 

Woman 

Townsperson3 

Woman 

Townsperson2 

Woman 

Townsperson1 

Woman 

Listen to these songs and take a moment to 
◊     Thank God for his compassion and love for us, even in our sinful     
        state, He died for us!
◊     Thank God for the promise of living water, the hope that we can only  
        find in Christ!
◊     Thank God for Choosing You! 
◊     Pray today to be ready to drop everything and share Christ with 
those around you!
Casting Crowns - Nobody (Official Music Video) ft. Matthew West
Casting Crowns - The Well (w/ Lyrics)
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Friday, Day 3. 
Disciples—Jesus’s Twelve Disciples

I didn’t come close to naming all twelve disciples when I was 
writing this. One task for tomorrow’s interaction is to list as many 
disciples as you can. Kudos for getting six or more without looking 
them up.

Selecting disciples is one of the first tasks Jesus initiates after his 
baptism. If you’ve ever had to (or got to) recruit a group to perform 
a task, you know it’s not an easy job.

The disciples Jesus called are all men. That fit the tradition of 
the time. However, several women followers of Jesus could/should 
be considered disciples. Next week, you’ll focus on one of those 
women, Mary, Jesus’ mother.

All rabbis in Jesus’ time had disciples. Rabbis recruited some 
disciples. Others chose to follow a rabbi without an invitation. I 
couldn’t find a guide for disciplining a rabbi. However, the Gospels 
include some tasks performed by individuals, small groups, or all 
twelve of Jesus’ disciples.

• Student
• Waiter
• Clean-up crew
• Keeper of the money bag
• Donkey deliverer
• All twelve were sent out in pairs
• Part of 72 followers sent out
• Various other jobs: buying food, etc.
• All but one are in the upper room on Pentecost.
Since the disciples were humans, like me and you. They argued 

about things like what Jesus meant by something He said. Matthew 
13:1-23 is a description of that.

Bottom Line
Jesus calls everyone to accept Him as Savior and calls each  
Christian to discipleship.
If you have not accepted Jesus as Savior, why not do that now?
If you are saved but not helping make disciples, why not do  
that now?



Saturday, Day 4
The Twelve Disciples, part 2

Disciples I didn’t have to look up.

  
https://www.bibleinfo.com/en/questions/who-were-twelve-disciples

Select one of the options below. If you’re an overachiever, do both.
• Write a recruitment pitch to be a disciple of Jesus.
• Make a recruitment poster for Jesus to use.

missionnaz.org/
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Sunday, Day 5: 
Jesus—Temptation of Jesus

Lent is a time to prepare ourselves for Easter. In this 
time of preparation we follow Jesus’ life and example . . . 
we journey with Him to the cross of Easter. Lent begins 
this journey with the account of Jesus’ 40-days of fasting 
and temptation in the desert. Take a moment and read 
Matthew 4:1-11. We will look at the three quotes Jesus 
leaves us in this passage. 

1. “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.” (NIV) 
This is a call to fasting and devotion. Don’t fast 
chocolate or snacks or soda, instead, fast something 
that matters, that keeps you from a deeper, closer walk 
with God. And be devoted to reading God’s Word. 
2. “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”  
Place your faith in God, don’t test God. Believe in God 
because He believes in you.
3. “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship 
the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”
During Lent we are called to fast. But we are also called 

to give. Give your best and give your all to God in worship. 
Take a moment to listen and worship God with this song 
titled 

“Nothing Else.” 
 https://youtu.be/_wrmm0OSl6A
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Monday, Day 6: 
Religious Leaders—Pharisees

Matthew 19:16-22

 The Pharisees have a bad reputation in the eyes of most 
modern-day Christians, and rightly so, but back in the days 
leading up to the first Lenten season, most Pharisees were highly 
regarded by the average Jew. In theory, the Pharisees spent their 
whole lives attempting to live a pure life before God by studying 
and obeying Jewish laws and traditions, then encouraging 
and teaching their fellow Jews to do the same. The negativity 
attributed to the Pharisees is evident in how they lived out the 
laws and traditions. They were genuinely legalistic and missed 
the main point of the law, often using it to their advantage. They 
gained wealth and social status in the process, rather than using 
their status to guide and point people to God. (Galatians 3:23-25)
 Jesus has strong words regarding Pharisees throughout the 
gospels, often calling them hypocrites, but there may be none 
stronger than those in Matthew 23. Below are two verses from 
that chapter that stand out to me. I encourage you to read the 
whole chapter. 
 Jesus did not fit the mold of the Messiah the Pharisees 
were looking for. They were stuck in the old ways of their laws 
and traditions. They could not see clearly that the new life Jesus 
called his followers to was the way of living a Godly life. Instead 
of seeing Jesus as the Messiah, they mistook Jesus for an enemy 
and tried to have him killed multiple times! The last attempt was 
Pharisees voting with Sadducees in the Sanhedrin to hand Jesus 
over to Pilate for his crucifixion.
May our pride and desire to keep the status quo not keep us 
from seeing Jesus for who He is, the Messiah.
From Matthew 23
3 “[D]on’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they 
teach.”
27 “[Y]ou are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside 
but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts of 
impurity.”



Tuesday, Day 7: Religious Leaders—Pharisees, Part 2

Self-Examination - Yesterday you read about the Pharisees, who they 
were, what they were about, and why they missed who Jesus is. You 
can easily slip into the mindset of the Pharisees: so focused on your 
desires and your vision of what God is doing that you can’t see the 
work that God has for you. 
List seven “Woes” Jesus gives to the Pharisees in Matthew 23:13-39. 
1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.

7.

  
Which woe hits home most for you the most, and why?

In what ways are you living more like a Pharisee than you would like? 

Write a four-line poem that expresses your feelings about that.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Spend time in prayer asking God to more fully reveal himself to 
you as the Messiah and empower you to live the life God is calling 
you to.



Wednesday, Day 8: 
Everyday People—Where Is Your Treasure?

Matthew 19:16-22

A young man came to Jesus inquiring how he could 
secure his future and gain eternal life. He asked, “What 
good must I do that I might have eternal life?”

As he spoke with Jesus, it became clear that what 
the young man wanted and the gift Jesus offered were 
irreconcilable. Further, Jesus could see that the assurance 
the young man desired for his future was tied to his present 
situation in life. 

Jesus offered him something brand new that depended 
neither on his social nor economic status in Israel. He was 
to follow Jesus . . . regardless of the cost.

In today’s world, sociologists declare that our cultural 
status is determined by consumerism by our personal 
worth determined by what we can purchase or possess. 
Jesus was teaching the young man that we cannot buy our 
way into the Kingdom of God and that eternal life is not a 
commodity for sale in the marketplace of life. Our Lord was 
stripping the young man of any possible thought that he 
could perform a “good deed” and secure his eternal future.

Had the wealthy young man been acquainted with 
Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, he might have 
known that Jesus wanted him to store “treasure up [his] 
treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:20, personal translation). 
Only in this way could he overcome the destruction that is 
certain to come from “moth and rust” (cf. v. 19).

Read Matthew 6:24-34. This is the Word of the Lord!



Thursday, Day 9: Inventory time

1.   Take a few minutes to assess your “treasures” here on earth.  
      What have you acquired that belongs solely to you [and the     
      bank]? (The more thorough your assessment, the better you will  
      be able to complete this task) List your top ten choices below.

 
1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.

7. 8.

9. 10.

  
2.   Now, which of these “treasures” are you willing to give to God?  
      Be honest! Even if you say “everything,” please note the  
      difficulty involved in parting with your “treasures.” Use the        
      following scale to mark your treasures.  

 A = no difficulty in giving it away.  
 B = moderate difficulty in giving it away.  
 C = a real hardship if I lost this treasure.

3.   If you sell all your treasures and give the money to the poor  
      to follow Christ, do you believe that Christ would care for your  
      needs?   Circle one             YES                      NO

Defend your choice.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



Friday, Day 10: 
Disciples—Mary, Mother of Jesus

Jesus enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday amongst fanfare 
and proclamations of him as Messiah. By the end of that 
week, he was arrested, tried, condemned, and crucified. 
Most of those who worshipped Jesus quickly go from 
shouting “Hosanna” to crying ‘Crucify him!” or remaining 
silent in the face of His condemnation. They were scared, 
confused, overwhelmed, and grieving the image of who they 
thought was God’s Messiah. 

The only followers who remain at the cross by Jesus’ side 
are a small group of women, including Mary, the mother 
of Jesus (John 19:25). In Jesus’ final moments, he was being 
cared for by his mother with the type of tender care and 
devotion only a mother would have. You can only imagine 
the depth of grief  Mary must have felt as she watched 
her son die a slow, agonizing death on the cross. And yet, 
she remains there, devoted to Jesus as her son and as the 
Messiah. She was an ever-present servant of God from the 
moment the angel Gabriel appeared before her (Luke 1:26-
38) until the death of her child on the cross. 

There is perhaps no greater disciple, no greater follower 
of Jesus, than Mary herself. She was brave, trusting, resilient, 
faithful, and devoted. She allowed herself to be used by God, 
opening herself to divine intervention, self-sacrifice, and 
devout love (Luke 1:46-56). The bottom line is God’s story 
could not have unfolded without Mary. The gospel story 
hinges on the faith of a single woman. 

Mary’s faith calls us to ponder how we can open 
ourselves up to be used by God and how we can freely give 
ourselves to the work that God is doing all around us. How 
might we embody that same faithfulness?



Saturday, Day 11: Spiritual Practice of Examen

The spiritual discipline of Examen invites us to prayerfully pay 
attention to where and how God is showing up in our day-to-day 
life. It allows you to discern the voice and activity of God while 
generating a deeper awareness of how He may use us.. 

Mary was a devoted mother, disciple, and follower of Jesus. She 
opened herself to divine intervention, allowing herself to become 
a vessel for God’s work. How is God already at work around you? 
How could you open yourself up to be used by God?

For this practice, set aside time alone or with a small group. 
Take a few moments to quiet your thoughts and focus your mind. 
Afterward, prayerfully ponder the following questions

• When did I give and receive the most love today (or  
       yesterday)?
• When did I give and receive the least love?
• What was the most life-giving part of my day?
• What was the most life-thwarting part of my day?
• Where did I have the deepest sense of connection with God,  
       self, and others?
• When did I have the least sense of connection?

Then pray 
• for a deeper awareness of God, 
• for a more attuned connection to how God is at work  
       around you, 
• and for the courage to release the things that hinder you  
       from receiving and giving love. 
• that you would have the kind of faithfulness and openness  
       to divine intervention that Mary had. 

Examen practice adapted from The Spiritual Disciplines Handbook 
by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun.



Sunday, Day 12: 
Jesus—Sower and Soil

Then [Jesus] told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer 
went out to sow his seed.  Matthew 13:3 (NIV)

In the rest of  the passage above, the sower and the soil depict 
the act of a first-century farmer planting a field. Farmers would 
go out into the field with a pouch of seed and throw handfuls of 
seed onto the ground as they walked. Each farmer hoped to have 
some seeds take root and grow to reap a harvest. 

Jesus refers to the human heart in terms of soil; hard, rocky, 
thorny, and good. They represent the four ways a seeker might 
respond to the truth of God’s Kingdom.

The first three examples of soil represent hearts that have not 
reached spiritual maturity. 

1.   Seeds eaten by hungry birds. These seeds represent  
             seekers who never commit to following Christ.

2.   Seeds grow no roots. These seeds represent seekers who  
             don’t take the time or make the effort—Bible studies,  
             sermons, etc.—to learn more about the Christian life.

3. Seeds choked by weeds. These seeds represent seekers  
             who commit . . . briefly or superficially. They don’t fully  
             commit to following Jesus. Other areas of their lives— 
             leisure activities, hobbies, sporting events, etc.—consume  
             time and energy and push Christ out of their lives.

The fourth example represents a healthy heart and spiritual 
maturity. That plant is rooted firmly in a personal relationship 
with God the Father. 

Reading Scripture grows our faith connecting [rooting] us 
with God, who nourishes our hearts with the Word. The Word 
becomes our lifeline, supplying us so we can thrive through ever-
changing circumstances, trials, persecution, and worry.  Our 
deep-rooted faith becomes evident to those around us. as our 
character has been transformed by the Spirit, developing us to 
bear good fruit for the harvest.



Monday, Day 13: 
Religious Leaders—Sadducees

Read: Matthew 16:1-6 
“Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees.” (NIV)
We hear a lot about the Pharisees. Jesus had many run-

ins with them. We hear less about the Sadducees, who were 
also religious leaders but different than the Pharisees. 

Sadducees were from the priestly order, an elite class 
in charge of the temple in Jerusalem and temple services. 
Throughout time they became corrupted by their love of 
wealth, elevated status, and increasing power. If it meant 
maintaining power and accumulating wealth, Sadducees 
were willing to do the Roman empire’s bidding.

The Pharisees, who tended to be theologically 
conservative, and the Sadducees, who were theologically 
liberal, did not have the friendliest relationship with each 
other. However, they agreed on one thing: 

They did not like this new rebel rabbi!
He was messing up the social order and clouding the 

clear lines they had drawn of who was in and out of God’s 
kingdom. 

Jesus warns us against the yeast of pride and greed for 
wealth, status, and power. That yeast is more concerned 
with personal comfort and status than it is with faithfulness 
to God and service to others. The combined ego and love 
of the status quo kept these religious leaders from receiving 
Jesus.

May you be on guard against anything in your life that 
could distract you and cause you to miss out on what Jesus 
wants to do in you and through you.  



Tuesday, Day 14: Think and Do

What is the yeast in your life that Jesus warns you about 
that can distract you from what Jesus wants to do in your 
life? Check all that apply.
_____  I am very busy with life, work, family, entertainment,  
             friends, etc. 
_____  I worry about what others think of me. 
_____  My comfort and safety are a high priority for me. 
_____  I find myself concerned with money and status more  
             than my discipleship to Jesus. 
_____  Radical faithfulness and obedience to Jesus often seem  
             too extreme. 
_____  I try hard to fit into the culture around me. 
_____  I sometmes compromising my Christian convictions  
             when it is convenient or self-serving. 
_____  It is difficult to allow people I don’t like or agree with  
             into my life in love and without an agenda. 
_____  I don’t like it when people or God mess with how I  
             structured my life. 

Write a prayer below and ask God to help you be more 
aware of how he wants to work in you and through you.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



Wednesday, Day 15: 
Everyday People—The Woman Who Touched Jesus

“Your faith has made you well.” 
That’s the statement Jesus makes to a woman who just put 

her entire life on the line. She stepped out in faith and touched 
Jesus’ cloak praying she’d experience the transformational 
healing she believes He can give her. 

She had been bleeding for many years and was labeled an 
outcast. She was physically sick and socially unacceptable. It 
was against the law for her to be in the crowd that day. 

Yet she knew that everything would change if she could get 
close to Jesus. 

She had daring faith. After traveling 30 miles to see Jesus, 
she did not throw herself at him. Instead, she humbly bent 
down to touch the bottom hem of his cloak, praying that just a 
touch would make her well.

“Who touched my cloak?” Jesus asked. 
I like to think that she stole a miracle from Jesus that day, 

and it didn’t go unnoticed. The same faith that empowered 
her to stretch out her hand now gave her the strength to step 
forward. 

She “fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him 
the whole truth.” (Mark 5:33, NIV) She risked everything, 
including public humiliation if not punishment, to make her 
confession of faith, explaining to the crowd “why she had 
touched him and how she was instantly healed.” (Luke 8:47)

With one word from Jesus, 12 years of pain and isolation 
were swept away: “Daughter.” She was a member of the family 
now, restored to her community, and setting an example.

Her daring faith and boldness to come to Jesus changed 
the entire trajectory of her life. By believing and acting in 
faith. She witnessed to an entire crowd of His life-changing 
goodness for all people. 



Thursday, Day 16: Read and React
Read Mark 5:21-43. What stands out to you? What do you notice 
about Jesus’ character in this story? 

Draw your depiction of what this scene looked like. What is the 
expression on Jesus’ face? Is the crowd distracted? What are they 
focusing on? What does the woman look like? How fearful is she?

Listen to the song “Always” by Chris Tomlin. After listening a few 
times, take the time to write down a few of the lyrics that you’re led 
to spend time praying over. Where do you need to have daring faith 
in your life? 

Ask God to remind you of how He has been faithful to you.
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Friday, Day 17: 
Disciples—John

What would it be like to be considered ‘beloved?’ The 
disciple, John, is referred to as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved.’ 
That is quite remarkable. However, John didn’t begin with that 
description. John’s early persona, when he first met Jesus, is 
not who John was after engaging with Jesus. Jesus transformed 
John from a ‘son of thunder’ to the ‘beloved.’ 

Although passionate and zealous, John and his older 
brother, James, were nicknamed ‘sons of thunder.’ We can see 
in the gospels where John acted rashly and harshly. When 
he and James asked to have fire come upon the Samaritans 
who didn’t welcome them is one. We also see this when John 
forbade a man from casting out demons because he wasn’t 
a part of the twelve disciples, the ‘in’ crowd in his heart and 
mind. There’s a bit of pride when James and John’s mother 
asked Jesus if her sons could be seated on the right and left 
of Jesus in the kingdom of heaven. In short, there was a lot of 
room for growth.

After John spends time with Jesus, we see a change in him. 
Humility grows. John’s gospel is the only one sharing the story 
of Jesus washing the feet of the disciples. There’s a compelling 
moment when Jesus, hanging on the cross, tells John to take 
care of Mary, his mother. 

What a turning point. John recognized that zeal and 
passion are fine, but they need to be balanced by love. 
Transformed by Jesus, John learned to speak the truth in love.

Scripture references:
Luke 9:51-55        Mark 8:39-40        2 John 1:3         1 John 1:2-4



Saturday, Day 18: Watch, think, and do!

Follow the link to this short video. James and John, the Sons of Thunder
The video shows James and John being influenced by each 

other’s behavior. What influences do you have in 
your life?

Do people in your life encourage you toward 
Jesus or away from Him? 

What have you seen changed in your life due to your 
relationship with Jesus? Is there anything you can do to be more 
open to Jesus working in your life?

You, too, can be transformed by Jesus as John was. Write five 
questions for an interview between John and a reporter from the 
Jerusalem Daily News. Then answer each as John would!  

Reporter

John

Reporter

John

Reporter

John

Reporter

John

Reporter

John
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Sunday, Day 19: 
Jesus—Jesus Writes in the Dirt 

John 8:1-11

Today’s scripture lands us at dawn in the temple courts 
where people have gathered around Jesus to hear him preach. 
Teachers of the law and Pharisees bring a woman caught in the 
act of adultery to Jesus in an attempt to trap Jesus. They urge 
Him to allow them to stone the woman as that was the law. 
Jesus bends down and writes on the ground not once but twice.

Some scholars say he wrote the names of the accusers. 
Others say He wrote Hebrew law that teachers and leaders 
would be very familiar with. Another idea is that Jesus was 
averting people’s eyes from the accused because she could have 
been naked.

Jesus tells the leader. “Let any one of you who is without sin 
be the first to throw a stone at her.” (John 8:7, NIV)One by one, 
they leave until no one is left. Then Jesus forgives the woman 
and commands her to sin no more.

For centuries there was a hierarchy in the price of one’s 
sacrifice to atone for the sins they committed. A dove for this, 
a ram for that, and God made allowances for one’s station or 
means. At this moment, Jesus focuses on the fact that we all 
have sinned and implies that no sin is greater than the other 
(Romans 3:23). 

We may never know what Jesus was writing in the sand that 
day, but the point of this interaction is his love and compassion 
regardless of the sin. 

Those men did not live perfect lives, and neither do we. Only 
God can judge (James 4:12). We are called to offer compassion 
and forgiveness as Jesus did with this woman. This does not 
mean there are no consequences for sin, but our focus should 
be love because God first loved us (1 John 4:19). 

Who do you want to be in this story? Pharisees with their 
wagging fingers and self-righteous attitude, or Jesus who offers 
compassion even when a person deserves justice?



Monday, Day 20: 
Religious Leaders—The Herodians

Matthew 22:15-22

Scholars do not know a whole lot about the Herodians. 
They show up only three times in the entire Bible. Context 
and literary clues support Herodians as a political party. 
More old-school than progressives, they wanted to restore 
Herod’s line to the throne in Judea including other areas 
once ruled by Herod the Great. 

The Herodians were likely general supporters, household 
servants, slaves, officials, and courtiers of King Herod. 

Herodians would have been political foes of the Pharisees 
who wished to restore a relative of King David to the throne 
rather than a Herod. However, Pharisees and Herodians are 
brought together by their opposition to Jesus raising up a 
new kingdom in Palestine and ending Herod’s line. 

Interested in Jesus but not sure what to make of him, the 
Herodians go with some Pharisees to question Jesus. They ask 
what they think are set-up questions. It’s a blatant attempt to 
trap Jesus using words against God or against Caesar and the 
Roman Empire. However, when Jesus speaks against God or 
the local rulers, he leaves his opposition amazed. 

What were the Herodians looking for? 
They were there to see if Jesus was an enemy of the state, 

a foe that needed squashing. But he was not. Jesus amazed 
them with his response, calling his followers to “give back to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”  

Jesus wants his followers to give back to the world things 
that are of the world and to surrender to God all that is God’s.

May we surrender our lives to God anew every day.



Tuesday, Day 21: Herodians, Part 2

Yesterday we read about Jesus’s encounter with the Herodians 
in Matthew 22 and his response to a question about whether or 
not it is right to pay taxes to Caesar. To better understand the 
implications of Jesus’s words for us today, to “give back to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s,” we must examine our 
own lives. 

Read Matthew 6:19-21. Think about what treasures you have.
What are you holding onto that is worldly? What is your 

obligation with these things?

What I’m holding My obligation to that

What I’m holding How do I give it back?

What do we hold that is God’s? How can we give back to God what 
is already God’s?

Suggested Listening: “I Surrender All”  
by Phillips, Craig, and Dean
Suggested Prayer: Psalm 139 missionnaz.org/

lent-devotional-links
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Wednesday, Day 22: 
Everyday People—Bartimaeus

The Gospel of Mark tells of Jesus healing two blind 
men but mentions only Bartimaeus by name. Of the two, 
only Bartimaeus cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” (Mark 10:47, NLT) Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, could see what mattered most in life to a crowd 
that was blind to who Jesus was. 

Jesus has compassion for those who call on Him. 
Jesus hears them, and He touches them where they are 
hurting. In the case of Bartimaeus and the other blind 
man, it was their eyes, for they desired sight.

Jesus not only recognized the needs of Bartimaeus 
and the other man Jesus also blessed them by giving 
them sight physically (from blindness) and opening 
their spiritually blinded eyes; their souls healed.

Upon receiving sight, Scripture says that Bartimaeus 
and the other man did not stop by seeking what Jesus 
could do for them, they followed Him, too.

Seek Jesus where you are and trust He hears you. 
Jesus is moved by our prayers and has compassion for 
those who come to Him. We all come spiritually blind 
when we first meet Jesus in need of healing from our 
sinful nature.



Thursday, Day 23

Check out this short video and respond to the  
below questions. Bartimaeus

Sometimes we have to close our eyes to see what 
is important and sometimes even with sight, we miss 
seeing what is most important. After viewing the video, take 
a moment to reflect on your life. Are you seeing what is most 
important? If not, what is blinding you to the truth?

It is one thing to seek Jesus to take care of our needs, it is 
another to follow Him in faith. What differentiates Bartimaeus 
from the other blind people who Jesus passed by? 

Write a “to-do” list to become more like Bartimaeus, then write 
a five-step plan to accomplish the change.

To-Do List Five-Step Plan
1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

missionnaz.org/
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Friday, Day 24: 
Disciples—Two Words: Matthew

Words, we all use them. The English language has 171,146, 
Spanish 93,000, and the list goes on. Words printed or spoken can 
lead to action, reaction, emotions, and descriptions for good or 
bad. Let’s look at what just two words can accomplish.

The setting is Capernaum, a fishing village on the northern 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. It was one of the main trading villages 
where travelers, caravans, and traders of all kinds passed through. 

What does that have to do with Matthew, the tax collector? 
He was a Jew working for the Romans. The Jewish people did not 
like him very much as they felt he had gone over to the “other 
side”--Rome. Tax collectors got no respect.

Matthew sat in the tax collector’s booth and collected taxes 
all day. It was a busy place with people coming and going. Word 
about Jesus spread throughout the region. No doubt Mathew 
heard of Jesus and his followers from his clients. One day there 
was extra excitement as word spread that Jesus and his disciples 
were headed toward his booth. 

Jesus saw Matthew. Are you ready for the TWO WORDS 
Jesus said to Matthew?

They are FOLLOW ME. 
Matthew responded without hesitation and moved from tax 

collector to disciple.
Why is this important to you and me? 
DISCIPLE MATTHEW was an eyewitness to miracles, 

sermons, parables, betrayal, crucifixion, resurrection, and 
Pentecost. 

He gave us Matthew, the first book of the four Gospels. 
He was there at the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry for the Great 

Commission to go and make disciples. 
Jesus has the same two-word invitation to you. That’s right, 

just two words . . .
FOLLOW ME. 

Will you?



Saturday, Day 25: 
Complete one or both of the following creative projects.

Use the space to the right of each letter to add at least a word that 
starts with that letter and describes some aspect of Matthew’s 
calling and/or how that calling changed his life.

Draw a picture of Matthew’s first act after hearing Jesus call him 
with, “FOLLOW ME.”
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Sunday, Day 26: 
Jesus—Jesus Feeds the 5,000

Matthew 14:13-21

After reading this passage, I am encouraged by Jesus’ 
actions and his words. Jesus is alone and grieving the loss of 
John the Baptist at the beginning of the passage. Here we learn 
that in moments of grief and despair, it is okay to take time to 
lament, step away in quiet solitude, and feel those feelings of 
despair. (v13)  I am reminded by His example that I need not 
wallow in those feelings but instead take notice of the needs of 
others. (v14) Many times, in moments of pain or sorrow, the 
last thing I want to do is look around and tend to those who 
are hurting. To step into that mindset, we need to ask the Holy 
Spirit to open our eyes to the needs of those around us. 

In Matthew, as the evening wore on, the disciples took 
the initiative and encouraged Jesus to send the people home 
to get dinner. (v15) Since they were in a rural and secluded 
place, without easy access to buy or gather food. This proved 
problematic until Jesus put the responsibility back on the 
disciples. 

“You feed them,” he says. (v16) The disciples seem 
dismayed since there was not enough food to go around. 

How often do we look to our leaders, pastors, and bosses to 
do the heavy lifting? We might think the tools or ingredients 
we have aren’t enough to meet the needs of those in our care. 
But what a gift to gather the resources and assist in the work 
together! This story gives us hope that what we already have 
can be more than enough.

As Jesus blessed and broke the bread, it multiplied into 
an unfathomable amount. (v 18) Over 5,000 people were fed! 
(v21) 

Take time and feel your feelings and open your eyes to the 
needs of others. 

Have compassion, and take the necessary actions to put 
your gifts to work. 



Monday, Day 27: 
Religious Leaders—Nicodemus
From Reluctance to Boldness

Nicodemus appears in three settings in the book of John. 
First, in John 3:1-21 (NLT), Nicodemus, “a Jewish religious 
leader who was a Pharisee,” comes to Jesus at night. Jesus 
declares he is the Son of God, the Messiah, each of us must 
be born again to enter the kingdom of heaven, and because 
of God’s love, by believing in Jesus, we can have eternal life! 
Despite these affirmations, Nicodemus is reluctant to declare his 
faith. If he did believe in Jesus and was born again spiritually, he 
didn’t broadcast it.

The second encounter is John 7:40-52, a spirited discussion 
among the Jewish leaders as to whether Jesus is the Messiah. 
The chief priests and Pharisees demanded that Jesus be arrested. 
The Temple guards fail to do so, saying, “We have never heard 
anyone speak like this!”. 

The reaction of the Pharisees suggests Nicodemus had been 
quiet about his faith. In verses 47 and 48, we read 

“Have you been led astray, too?” the Pharisees mocked. 
“Is there a single one of us rulers or Pharisees who believes in 
him?” That would have included Nicodemus. “Then Nicodemus, 
the leader who had met with Jesus earlier, spoke up.” but not in a 
declaration of faith.

The third encounter is after the crucifixion. In John 19:38-42, 
Nicodemus finally reveals his belief in Jesus. In verses 38 and 39, 
we read: 

“Afterward, Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret 
disciple of Jesus (because he feared the Jewish leaders), asked 
Pilate for permission to take down Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave 
permission, Joseph came and took the body away. With him 
came Nicodemus, the man who had come to Jesus at night.”

I believe Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus both were 
secret disciples of Jesus! The crucifixion of Jesus prompts them 
to boldly proclaim their faith in Christ as the Son of God!



Tuesday, Day 28: Nicodemus Activity Page

Follow this link to a 10-minute segment of “The 
Chosen” showing Nicodemus coming to Jesus: 

Video: Nicodemus

• Think of a time when you were reluctant 
in declaring your faith in Jesus. Describe what caused that 
reluctance and what eventually prompted you to declare your 
faith in Christ with boldness.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What are some absolute truths that form our Christology based 
on select verses in John 3:1-17 (NLT)? List three or more absolute 
truths you find below.
(3)  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, 
you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” (4)  “What do you mean?” 
exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his 
mother’s womb and be born again?” (5)  Jesus replied, “I assure 
you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of 
water and the Spirit. 
(14)  And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, (15)  so that 
everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 
(16)  “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but 
have eternal life. (17)  God sent his Son into the world not to judge 
the world, but to save the world through him.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

missionnaz.org/
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Wednesday, Day 29: 
Disciples—Mary and Martha

• Have you ever been in a situation when an unexpected guest 
arrives at your house? 

• What would be your initial reaction if the unexpected guest 
was Jesus? 

• If it was Jesus, would you hurry to tidy the house or invite 
your guest in and sit, visit, and listen? 

This story begins with Jesus and His disciples traveling to 
Jerusalem. They came to the village where a friend Martha 
welcomed Him into her home. Her sister Mary sat at Jesus’ feet 
and listened to what He had to say. 

Martha’s actions did not make Martha happy. She was upset 
that Mary was not helping with what good hostesses did for 
guests. 

Martha approached Jesus about it. Jesus’ responded, 
“Martha, Martha, ... you are worried and upset about many 
things, but few 9things are needed-or indeed only one. Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”  
Luke 10:41-42 (NIV)

There are seasons in our lives when you may be a Mary or 
a Martha. Where you spend time or attention gets your heart’s 
affection. What is the focus of your attention?

Look at your priorities in every season. Are they in the order 
that Jesus would place them? 

Martha’s priority was to clean up and tidy the house. Mary’s 
priority was to sit at the feet of Jesus, listen, and learn.

Our world is filled with distractions and schedules which 
take us away from our relationships, especially our relationship 
with Jesus. Building a relationship with Jesus and spending time 
with Him is most important. Only Jesus offers us PEACE in the 
middle of chaos. 

What are you missing out on by not sitting and listening?



Thursday, Day 30: Think and Do
Where are you with your relationship with Jesus? Are you Mary 
who takes the time to listen and engage? Or do you tend to be 
Martha, who is so busy she almost misses Jesus’ visit? 

What is stealing your attention? 

Watch this Bible Project YouTube video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2e1bCykvkc

Pretend Jesus is visiting your house. Make a “To Do” list for you as 
Mary and another for you as Martha for that imaginary day.

Me as Mary Me as Martha

 
 
  

Me as Mary/Martha Hybrid Why I Chose Each One

Both columns have merit, so make a hybrid list of four things to 
do. Explain why you included what you did in the hybrid visit list.

missionnaz.org/
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Friday, Day 31: 
Disciples—Thomas

Read John 20:24-29

Thomas, like all the other disciples, left everything to follow 
Jesus. He saw and experienced amazing teaching and miracles 
from this Man. He put all his hope on Jesus being the Messiah. 
When Jesus was arrested, tried, and executed by the same 
empire Thomas was certain Jesus would deliver his people from, 
all those expectations came crashing down. 

That kind of disappointment is heartbreaking. We’ve all 
placed our trust in someone or something only to have them or 
it let us down. It’s devastating. We feel tricked, used, and foolish. 
It’s easy to become callous and guarded from ever trusting or 
hoping again.

I think of my friend who did everything right, followed all 
the rules, trusted God, and lived a blameless life. But then

•  her life did not turn out like she expected it would. 
•  every one of her relationships left her broken
•  she felt completely let down by God. 
She finally chose to walk away and follow her heart because 

continual disappointment was too painful.
When Thomas heard about Jesus’ resurrection, it wasn’t 

enough for him. No amount of evidence would have been 
enough for someone with this much disappointment and loss. 
However, even then, he chose to come back to be with the 
disciples a week later after Jesus’s crucifixion and resurrection.

Jesus knew Thomas’ hurt and disappointment and chose to 
meet him at his low point. He wasn’t disappointed with Thomas’ 
doubt. He wasn’t threatened by it. He understood it and offered 
him peace. He knew only a personal encounter with the living 
God would to be enough for Thomas. It is his encounter with 
Jesus that brings resurrection life to Thomas, and he is able to 
declare to Jesus: 

“My Lord and my God!”



Saturday, Day 32: Think and do

Write a letter to Jesus. An honest letter.

Let him know of any ways you felt disappointed in your life 
with him. Tell him about your doubt, fears, and anxieties. 

Be honest about 
 •      the hard things to understand, 
 •      your struggle to hope, 
 •      and the temptation to turn and walk away from God. 
Be real. Jesus knows you. He wants an encounter with the real 

you, not the pretend you. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

You can’t deliver the letter to Jesus. You can pray, expecting an 
encounter with him. 

Jesus may not answer all your questions the way you want him 
to. He may not fulfill every expectation you have. 

But he will meet you where you are. He will not abandon you in 
your pain, doubt, or disappointment. 



Sunday, Day 33: 
Jesus— Parable: The Rich Man and Lazarus

In Luke 16:19-31 Jesus tells a story of an unnamed rich 
man living a life of extravagance and Lazarus, a beggar who 
lived outside the rich man’s house. Every day the rich man 
would come and go from his home and not acknowledge 
Lazarus. Lazarus longed to eat the food that might fall from 
the rich man’s table but never received a single crumb. 

Lazarus died and went to heaven. Then the rich man died 
and was buried (Luke 16:22)

Parables are used in the bible to send messages or lessons 
on how to live our lives. This parable presents that worldly and 
earthly possessions are of no benefit as its lesson. This is seen 
by the rich man being buried and not sent to heaven, and that 
those who have suffered on earth will receive their reward in 
heaven, just as Lazarus did. 

This parable is also a message to love and care for all 
humanity. Faithful disciples of Jesus will not ignore the 
suffering of the poor. They know when we show mercy to the 
poor and help our neighbors, we show Jesus’ love. 

“Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 
25:40, NIV)

Just as Jesus teaches in this parable, we are to care for our 
neighbors, those suffering, and the poor. You don’t always need 
to give monetary assistance. Doing a task, cooking a meal, or 
having a conversation and listening to the specifics of their 
situation is often better than money. 

You might not know which neighbors are suffering or need 
our help. But you can always . . .

Love your neighbor and care for the poor.



Monday, Day 34: 
Religious Leaders—Caiaphas

Caiaphas in the New Testament was the Jewish high priest 
who, according to the gospels, organized a plot to kill Jesus and 
presided over the Sanhedrin trial of Jesus. Caiaphas was part of 
the aristocratic families who enjoyed the favor of the occupying 
Roman forces. 

These families were Sadducees and were concerned about 
the preservation of religious practices at the Jerusalem temple 
and throughout Judea.

Rome exercised the authority to select the high priest, so 
a concern was maintaining order and stability by the religious 
ruling party. Disturbances were threatening to the high priest 
and religious leaders.

Caiaphas heard complaints from the religious leaders about 
what Jesus was teaching and doing. As a result, they decided 
that Jesus must die. They looked for a way to arrest him and 
have him executed. Caiaphas spoke up as the Sanhedrin was 
meeting and said 

“You know nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better 
for you that one man die for the people than that the whole 
nation perish.” --John 11:49-50, NIV
Jesus’s message to his disciples and to those who decide to 

believe and follow Him is to “die daily” to self and allow Christ 
to live in and through us. 

This season of Lent is about being grateful for what Jesus did 
on the cross and showing our love for him through self-denial 
and following the risen Christ. 



Tuesday, Day 35 
Questions to ponder: 
Why were Jewish leaders so angry with Jesus? 

Why is it that in our culture, there is increasing ridicule and hatred 
toward those who are followers of Jesus?  

Acrostic and More:
In the following scriptures, Jesus is bringing fulfillment to the 
Law and challenges man’s interpretations of the Law. Read these 
passages. Choose at least one word from each passage to fill in 
the acrostic. Write how Jesus fulfilled the Law on the lines at the 
bottom of the page.  
John 5: 16–18 — Matthew 9:2–7 — Matthew 12: 1–14
Matthew 12: 22–28 — John 11: 45–53
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Wednesday, Day 36: 
Everyday People—Zacchaeus 

No One Is Beyond the Love of Jesus

How would this story be told by one of the town’s people of 
Jericho? Perhaps something like this:  

I am a proud citizen of Jericho. Now don’t get me wrong, but 
I think Jesus is a very poor judge of character! Doesn’t he know 
that Zacchaeus is a cheating scoundrel? The guy cheated me and 
my friends while working for the Roman Feds as their chief tax 
collector.

Let me tell you what happened so you have the facts. Jesus 
enters Jericho. “Shorty” wants to get a glimpse of Jesus, only he’s 
too short to see over the crowd. So he runs ahead and climbs a 
sycamore tree beside the road.

Jesus comes by, looks up, sees Zacchaeus, and calls him by 
name. “Zacchaeus!... Quick, come down! I must be a guest in 
your home today.” (Luke 19:5, NLT) So Zaccheus quickly climbs 
down and excitedly takes Jesus to his house. 

Now let me tell you. Us town people were very displeased.  
Then things get weird! Seems Zacchaeus stands before the 

Lord and says, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and 
if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four 
times as much!” (Luke 19:8). How does a cheating sinner change 
like that? That’s when Jesus told Zacchaeus, “Salvation has come 
to this home today!” 

That’s when Jesus explains what happened. “For the Son of 
Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” (Luke 19:10)

Now I get it!

In case you don’t get it, here is a link to the 
story of Jesus and Zacchaeus on YouTube by 
the Jesus Film (just over 2 minutes): 

https://youtu.be/R59GTcEnR2U
missionnaz.org/
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Thursday, Day 37: Lessons from Zacchaeus

What put Zacchaeus beyond the grace of God in 
the opinion of the townspeople? 

Name some relatives or friends whose conversion 
to Christ surprised you.

Many of us learned about Zacchaeus through a song in Sunday 
School. The following link takes you to the lyrics of the entire story: 
https://youtu.be/_C91oRgSRTQ  (just a bit over a minute).

Zacchaeus does a 180-degree change after meeting Jesus. Fill 
in the certificate below with lists of characteristics of the “old” 
Zacchaeus and the “new” Zacchaeus or any new Christian.
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Friday, Day 38: 
Disciples—Peter

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. --Mark 8:32, NIV

Jesus had just stated that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
and die there. Like an actor who suddenly begins ad-libbing, 
Jesus was not following the script that Peter envisioned. Having 
left everything to follow Jesus, he felt like a victim of a bait-and-
switch scheme. Peter believed that Jesus would become king in 
Jerusalem, and that he would be Jesus’ right-hand man. He now 
understood that his assumptions were all wrong. So, he rebuked 
Jesus.

Peter is an example of people who think they’ve got God all 
figured out. They know what God’s plan is and how God wants 
that plan fulfilled. They sincerely want to do God’s will and are 
eager to help God. However, what they really want is for God 
to fulfill their plans. They have forgotten that God is a God of 
surprises.

It’s surprising, even shocking, that 1) the hero of a parable 
is a Samaritan, 2) the person with the greatest faith in Israel 
is a Roman centurion, and 3) Jesus’ closest followers were 
undistinguished, not fully reliable everyday folk. 

As Paul says in 1 Corinthians, God chooses the weak to 
shame the strong, lowly and despised things to shame the things 
that people boast about. And most paradoxically, God chose the 
crucifixion of Jesus to be the ultimate demonstration of God’s 
wisdom and power.

The Greek word for “disciple” means “learner.” In a time 
when many people in our land loudly and confidently proclaim 
that they know what God wants, perhaps what Christian 
disciples need most is to learn what God really wants. Perhaps 
what God wants will surprise us. 

It could in fact be the opposite of what we think it is.



Saturday, Day 39: Peter

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Meditate on the fact that God 
opposes the world’s power and wisdom and sides with things that 
seem weak and foolish. 
•  What would it mean for the Christian community to embrace 

weakness and foolishness, instead of grasping for power?

Read Luke 10:25-37 (the parable of the Good Samaritan). In Jesus’ 
context, Jews hated Samaritans and Samaritans hated Jews. It was 
shocking to hear that a Samaritan, not the priest or the Levite, did 
God’s will. 
•  If Jesus told the parable to us today, what sort of person would 

he choose to shock us? 

•  What kind of person whom Christians today hold in low 
regard might unexpectedly turn out to be the person who does 
God’s will?

Write a note to yourself about what you will start doing or do more 
often that makes you more Samarian when what needs to be done 
is considered weak and foolish by many.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



Sunday, Day 40: 
Jesus—Jesus’ Crucifixion

We are nearing the end of our Lenten journey. Today 
we are looking at Jesus’ crucifixion. The darkest day and 
the darkest hour of Jesus’ life on earth. 

As followers of Jesus, we see this day through the 
lens of his pain and suffering.

Look at what Jesus does as he goes through this 
horrible event. We find that the crucifixion is a tipping 
point that teeters between the real pain and anguish that 
Jesus experienced and the redemption he offers through 
his crucifixion.

While hanging on the cross, Jesus’ concern is not for 
himself but for others. In John 19:25-27, Jesus entrusts 
the care of Mary, his mother, to his disciple John. Jesus 
prays for the forgiveness of the Roman soldiers who 
nailed him to the cross (Luke 23:34), and Jesus offers 
one of the criminals crucified alongside Him the gift of 
Jesus’ presence and paradise. (Luke 23:43)

The life of Jesus shows beautifully and powerfully the 
gift of God’s grace to all people. Grace is offered to those 
close to God, to those far from God, and even to those 
who oppose the Christian faith. 

That’s why we sing Amazing Grace!
https://youtu.be/Jbe7OruLk8I
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Monday, Day 41: 
Jewish Leadership—Pilate

The story of Pilate illustrates several important truths.
First, the path of least resistance is not the path of Christian 

discipleship. We learn that Pilate wanted to satisfy the crowd (Mark 
15:15). The chief priest had sent Jesus to Pilate, the Roman military 
governor, hoping to use the Roman authorities to dispose of Jesus. 
Pilate was drawn into this affair with reluctance. It seemed to him 
to involve a dispute about Jewish affairs and he wanted no part of it. 
And yet, because he wanted to satisfy the crowd, he ordered Jesus’ 
execution even though he declared that Jesus had committed no 
crime worthy of death. He chose the path of least resistance.

Second, it is possible for religious leaders and their followers to 
be convinced that they are doing God’s will, even as their actions 
contradict God’s will. The chief priest believed fervently that he 
had a mandate from God to preserve the temple. He believed that 
Jesus represented a threat to the temple—a movement like his, he 
reasoned, could cause the Romans to crack down on Jerusalem and 
perhaps close or destroy the temple. What he did not see was that 
the place of God’s presence was not the temple. It was Jesus.

Third, using governmental power for religious aims does not 
guarantee that God’s will is done. The story of Pilate is the story of 
religious leaders using government to achieve what they could not 
achieve on their own. Pilate knew this and was willing to play along 
with their plan.

It’s easy for Christians to see Pilate and the Jewish high priest as 
the villains of this story, but the truth is that sometimes

• Christians take the path of least resistance and fail to bear 
prophetic witness to social evils.

• Christians charge ahead with some course of action, 
trusting that they are doing God’s will, only to have later 
generations realize that there were serving, not God, but 
themselves.

• Christians use the power of government to accomplish 
God’s will with results that are not pleasing to God.



Tuesday, Day 42: Pilate

Think about ways in which the Christian community today takes the path 
of least resistance. 
Are there social evils that to which we should be calling attention but 
are not? If so, list three or more. If not, explain your choice,

In the past and even today, Christians sometimes mistake their own will 
for God’s will. List three or more ways we can we guard against this.

Think about the church’s relation to government. How do government’s 
aims relate to the church’s aims? 

Is it the purpose of government to advance a Christian agenda? 
Whether you answer yes of no, make a campaign slogan supporting 
your choice.

What would a responsible use of political power by Christians look 
like? Draw a campaign sign for a candidate supporting your answer. 



Wednesday, Day 43: Everyday People—Simon of Cyrene 
Matthew 27:32; Luke 23:26; John 19:17

Simon:    This is the fourth time I’ve come to Jerusalem for Passover.
Friend:   This is my first. I don’t think I’ll be back in this Holy City    
                for Passover for a long time.
Simon:    Just wait. The excitement is contagious.
Roman:  You, the one with the horrible accent. Come with me!
Friend:   But Simon’s done nothing to deserve this.
Roman:  Say another word, and I’ll change my mind to you!
Simon:    Please leave him alone. I’ll go with you.
Roman:  Smart move. Leave your coat and travel bag with your  
                friend and follow me!
Simon:   Where am I going?
Roman:  The Hebrew Messiah is too weak to carry his crosspiece to  
                Golgotha. You will carry it for Him.

When the pair reached Jesus, He was lying on the cobbled stone 
road. He was bleeding from a crown of thorns on his head, open 
wounds on his back from a whipping, and his hands and knees 
from several falls while carrying the cross piece.

Roman:  Take the crosspiece off Him. Pull Him to His feet. Pick up  
                His crosspiece and follow Him to Golgotha.
Simon:   Yes, sir. <He untied the rope holding the crosspiece, helped  
                Jesus to His feet, and hoisted the crosspiece to his shoulder.>  
                I am ready

The pair set off on the final stage of Jesus’ trek to Golgotha. 
Simon called softly for Jesus to stop when he noticed Jesus 

was wavering too far. Each time Jesus stopped, Simon felt the tip 
of a Roman spear blade on his back, each slightly harder than the 
previous stab. 

Simon continued to call to Jesus, despite the increased blood 
flow from the spear pricks down his back.

He cried only after the Romans assembled Jesus’ cross, nailed 
His arms and feet in place, and slammed it down into the awaiting 
hole.



Thursday, Day 44: A Letter Home

There is little verifiable information about Simon. Tradition 
suggests he became a Christian, and his two sons, Alexander and 
Rufus, were with him at the Passover.

Since Cyrene is a port on North Africa’s Mediterranean Sea 
shore, Simon might have written a letter to his wife after Jesus rose 
from the tomb. Write that letter in the space below with specific 
things he/you would want to share.

Dearest Wife.______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



Good Friday, Day 45: 
Disciples—Judas Iscariot

(Matthew 26:14-25, 26:47-56)

Judas is one of twelve disciples who traveled, worked 
alongside, and served as front-row witness to Jesus’ ministry as 
He taught and preached. Judas betrays Jesus to the chief priests 
in exchange for thirty pieces of silver. His betrayal leads to Jesus’s 
arrest and crucifixion. 

Thirty pieces of silver amounted to just four months’ wages 
for a laborer. The meager amount indicates the action was not 
about money. It was motivated by fear and power for Judas and 
the religious leaders who felt threatened by Jesus.

Jesus’s response to this betrayal is grace and love. Jesus 
foreshadowed his betrayal by someone close to him three times. 
The Last Supper, his final meal, is the third. 

Judas tells the chief priests and soldiers that the one he will 
kiss, a customary greeting, is the person they should arrest. 
He approaches Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane and says. 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” followed by a kiss. 

What does Jesus do? 
He responds, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Not only did 

Jesus know this was going to happen He was prepared for what is 
to come. He welcomes the kiss and greeting from Judas and calls 
him “friend.” In the face of his betrayal, Jesus is still extending 
love and reconciliation to his friend and disciple.

* * *         * * *       * * *
This event reminds us that despite our flaws, shortcomings, 

failures, and missteps, Jesus does not change. 
• He is the same, yesterday, today, and tomorrow. (Hebrews 

13:8) 
• He died for our reconciliation, to bring us back into the fold 

with God. 
• And He continues inviting us to be called “friends” of God. 

(John 15:15)
 



Saturday, Day 46: 
Spiritual Practice of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is the lynchpin of the Gospel and at the core of 
all relationships—with ourselves, with others, and with God. 
Forgiveness involves naming the wrong and condemning it. 
Sparing the wrongdoer by offering a path of compassion and 
reconciliation is the last step. Forgiveness breaks the cycle of 
vengeance, hatred, and retribution, just as Jesus did for his friend 
Judas. 

Consider the following questions:

• Have you ever felt betrayed by someone?
• Have you ever betrayed someone else?
• What has it looked like for you to ask for forgiveness from 

someone?
• What has it looked like to forgive another person for how 

they hurt you?
• Sometimes we are our own worst enemies. What does it look 

like for you to forgive yourself?

Take some time to prayerfully consider where you can be 
practicing forgiveness. Think ahead to the next time you will 
partake in Communion, the representation of Jesus’ body and 
blood that were broken and shed for us, and how you can bring 
your desire for forgiveness to the altar. Begin praying about how 
to forgive yourself/others or how to ask for forgiveness. When 
you come to the altar remind yoursef that in Jesus all things are 
made new, all things are redeemed, and beauty is created out of 
ashes (Isaiah 61:3). 

What beauty can you create from ashes?

Forgiveness practice adapted from The Spiritual Disciplines Handbook by 
Adele Ahlberg Calhoun. 



Easter Sunday, Day 47: 
Jesus—The Resurrection of Jesus

1 Corinthians 15:12-19, v. 20

• Mark tells us that when the women went to the tomb 
Sunday morning with spices to compete the burial 
process of Jesus.

• They were given the news that he had risen! 
• They left the tomb trembling, astonished, and afraid.1 
• Paul told the Corinthian church that “if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith has no effect, you are still in your 
sins.”2 

• The New Testament teaches that the work of God 
that began at the death of Christ is completed in his 
resurrection. 

• Like the many who heard Paul preach in Athens, we 
live in a world that scoffs at the idea of the bodily 
resurrection of our Lord.3 

• In Paul’s mind, the resurrection of Jesus is the sign of the 
beginning of salvation that will be brought to its climax 
at his second coming. 

• I have never seen a resurrection—but neither have you! 
Nevertheless, by faith we affirm that Jesus Christ has 
been raised from the dead by the power of God. 

• In hope we anticipate the resurrection of all those who 
have believed and are “in Christ”—including ourselves.

• To ignore the reality of the resurrection is to nullify the 
work of God for humanity. 

• Those who don’t believe in the resurrection 
misunderstand God’s redemptive plan for those who 
were created in “the image and likeness” of the Creator.4

1. Mark 16:1-8 2. 1 Cor. 15:17, my translation
3. Acts 17:16-34 4. Genesis 1:26
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