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Old Testament NLT Chronological Bible in a Year Devotionals 

January 1 — In the Beginning 

READ 

Genesis 1-3 

Genesis 1:1, !In the beginning God created…” 

Genesis 1:31, !God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.” 

THINK 

For just a moment, clear whatever surface is in front of you. Now, using the !nothing” in front of 
you, create something. Anything. Go on. Try it. 

You can"t do it, can you? No one can. Except for God. And that is just what He did! 

As we look around, everything in sight comes from one source — God. He began with nothing, 
yet He created everything! The evidence is overwhelming. But God didn"t stop with just creating 
the world. He took the time to intimately, intricately, and intentionally create you to fulfill a 
specific purpose as well! Keep that in mind today, remembering that you are a one-of-a-kind, 
unique masterpiece designed by the Creator of the universe! 

PRAY 

God, I know that You have created me intimately, intricately, and intentionally. Thank you! Give 
me a new perspective on why I am here and grant me the ability to accomplish Your unique 
plans and purpose for today. In Jesus' name, Amen. 



 

 

January 2 — Up to the Task? 
READ 
 
Genesis 4:1-6:22 
 
Genesis 6:13-15, "So God said to Noah, 'I have decided to destroy all living creatures, for they 
have filled the earth with violence ... Build a large boat out of cypress wood ... 450 feet long, 75 
feet wide, and 45 feet high.'" 

Genesis 6:22, "So Noah did everything exactly as God had commanded him.” 

THINK 

Imagine knowing nothing about boats, per se. You've never operated one, and you definitely 
know nothing about the construction or mechanics involved. Then, someone commissions you to 
build one. But not just any boat — a massive ark to overcome a great flood. Not only that, but 
you are to load up your family and two of every animal on earth because the rest of creation is 
going to perish. Would you be up to the task? Oh, and by the way, it will take you 120 years to 
complete. Yikes! 

This was God's task to Noah, who stepped up to the plate in a massive way. He trusted God for 
every detail — including meticulous, mind-blowing building plans. Despite the ridicule and 
scorn he faced, the seemingly insurmountable workload, and the time involved, Noah trusted 
God and was greatly rewarded for his obedience. 

Keep Noah's example in mind today. No matter how small or big the task, trust and obey God. 
And, remember, when we aim to please God, no one else"s opinion matters! 

PRAY 

God, Please help me to have Noah's tenacity and willingness to trust and obey. I want a faith like 
his and the desire to please You regardless of the odds and unfavorable opinions of others. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



January 3 — Everywhere Under the Rainbow 

READ 

Genesis 7:1-10:32 
1 Chronicles 1:1-23 

Genesis 9:12-15, !Then God said, #I am giving you a sign of My covenant with you, and with all 
living creatures, for all generations to come. I have placed My rainbow in the clouds. … When I 
send clouds over the earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds … Never again will the 
floodwaters destroy all life.’” 

THINK 

Imagine being on a huge ark with only your closest family and two of every animal for 377 days 
as floodwaters covered the earth, killing off the rest of all living creatures! It"s difficult to 
conceive what life was really like for Noah and his family during that time. Although the ark was 
large, there were only so many places to go for a little alone time! Nonetheless, Noah"s family 
obeyed God and survived to replenish the human race. But would God someday judge them 
again? 

God is faithful. Within His love, He made a covenant with Noah to never destroy all life by 
flood. His rainbow is a sign of that covenant. How beautiful is that! So, the next time the storms 
of life rage and the end seems nowhere in sight, remember the rainbow — God"s sign of peace, 
promise, and new beginnings. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for being a God of peace, promise, and new beginnings. Every time 
I see a rainbow, I, too, will be reminded of this. I cherish Your faithfulness and lovingkindness 
towards me. Amen. 



 

 

January 4 — What’s Your Response?  
READ 

Genesis 11:1-14:24 

Genesis 12:1, !The Lord had said to Abram, 'Leave your native country, your relatives, and your 
father"s family, and go to the land that I will show you.'” 

Genesis 12:2, "I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and 
you will be a blessing to others." 

 

THINK 

Have you ever been asked to do something out of your comfort zone by a total stranger? More 
than likely, it made you nervous because there was no prior history of success with this person. 
Now, imagine leaving the only home you"d ever known to follow the command of someone you 
had never met — that is what Abraham did. 

Abraham was an idol worshiper who had no prior experience with God. He was probably 
thinking, !Why would God choose me?” But, by faith, he followed God"s command. And as we 
see above, God had some BIG plans in store for him. 

What is God trying to do in your life that is hanging on how you respond? Because if He could 
use an idol worshiper, He can also use you in a big way. What"s your response going to be? 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for the great plans You have for my life. Like Abraham, help me respond 
to You with faith and readiness for what You have in store for my life. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 5 — Faith Not Perfection 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 15:1-17:27 
 
Genesis 15:4-6, !Then the word of the Lord came to him #$%Look up at the sky and count the 
stars — if indeed you can count them.$"Then He said to him, #So shall your offspring be.$"Abram 
believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness.” 

 

THINK 

At the start of anything new, there"s excitement. But eventually, in every adventure, we reach a 
point where we fall behind instead of moving forward. Instead of the correct choice, we make a 
mistake. 

Abraham was a man of faith, and God made a covenant with him — promising that his 
descendants would be as numerous as the stars. Abraham believed the Lord and was obedient in 
many of the things God asked of him, but he also made mistakes along the way — he was by no 
means perfect! But, his mistakes didn"t disqualify him. God still used him and wanted to have a 
relationship with him. 

Our journey in faith is no different than Abraham's, in this sense. God has promised great things 
to each of us who follow Him. Fortunately, God doesn"t seek our perfection, but our obedience. 
And when we obey, we"ll see Him work in unexpected ways! 

PRAY 

God, Thank You for the wonderful ways You"ve blessed me and shown Yourself to me. I know 
that I"m going to sometimes make mistakes, but I pray that You would grow my faith and 
faithfulness today. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 6 — Hope in the Darkness 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 18:1-21:7 
 
Genesis 19:15-17,!$With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, #Hurry! Take your 
wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished' 
… for the Lord was merciful to them. As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, 
#Flee for your lives! Don"t look back, and don"t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains 
or you will be swept away!’”  

 

THINK 

As we watch the news, we see shocking reports of mass shootings, racial injustice, and escalating 
crime. Then we add a global pandemic and political strife, and it"s no wonder we feel like we are 
surrounded by chaos. 

But we are not alone. 

God calls us by name, and like Lot and his family, He invites us to leave the sins of our past and 
not look back. He wants us to accept His free gift of grace, flee from the entrapment of sin, and 
live confidently for Him. When our world seems like it"s burning down in utter destruction, it"s 
time to run to Jesus. We can trust Him and all His promises. He loves us unconditionally, and 
that is something we can count on forever. 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, Embrace me with Your everlasting arms and protect me during these uncertain times. 
I trust in You and know that You will see us through our darkest days and brightest moments. 
Purify my heart and fill me with Your Spirit. I want to magnify You this day and always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 7 — Would You Pass the Test? 
 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 21:8-24:67 
 
Genesis 22:2, !Take your son, your only son — yes, Isaac whom you love so much — and go to 
the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering…”  

Genesis 22:16, "This is what the Lord says: Because you have obeyed me and have not withheld 
even your son, your only son, I swear by My own name that I will certainly bless you.”  

 

THINK 

What is the hardest test you"ve ever taken? Hopeful medical school students must take the 
MCAT, an exam that lasts 7.5 hours. Other professionals also take exams that push them to the 
limit and evaluate whether or not they have what it takes to succeed. 

Abraham"s hardest test came when God asked him to sacrifice his only son — the son that he"d 
waited so long for. Can you imagine the pain that gripped him when God asked that of him? But 
instead of negotiating with God or getting angry, he obeyed and took his son to the sacrificial 
altar. But before he could lay a hand on Isaac, the Angel of the Lord stopped him and God 
provided a ram to take Isaac"s place. 

This is a beautiful picture of what God did for us. His only Son faced the ultimate test, and 
willingly laid down His life — the perfect sacrifice — on the cross so that we could have a 
personal relationship with our Heavenly Father. How great is that! 

PRAY 

God, Please help me follow in obedience like Abraham. I want to hold nothing back from You 
and offer everything I am for Your plan and purpose for my life. Thank you for the gift of Your 
Son, Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



January 8 — Ripple of Peace 

READ 

Genesis 25:1-11 

1 Chronicles 1:28-34 

Genesis 25: 21-23, “…Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah … Isaac prayed to 
the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The Lord answered his prayer, and his 
wife Rebekah became pregnant. … But the two children struggled with each other in her womb. 
The Lord said to her, #Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be 
separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.’”  

THINK 

Conflict has existed since the beginning of time. It makes for a very stressful life to be in conflict 
with others. And, too many times, it"s with those closest to us. Such is the case with Jacob and 
Esau, whose conflict began in the womb. As we look at the world in conflict around us, it can 
feel a bit hopeless that we"ll ever experience peace. 

Though we can"t be responsible for the entire world, we can begin a ripple effect that begins with 
ourselves. Let"s lay down our proverbial weapons, remember to put God at the center of our 
actions and conversations, and work to bring peace into our relationships. It"s what we are called 
to do in Romans 12:18, !If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.” Let"s begin a movement that could change the world. Peace! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for the peace that only You can bring. Help me to bring that peace 
into my relationships with others. Let this action become a ripple effect that impacts the world. 
In Jesus$"name, Amen. 



 

 

January 9 — The Battle of the Beans 
 
READ 
Genesis 25:27-28:5 
 
Genesis 25:30-31, "He said to Jacob, !Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I"m famished!” 
(That is why he was also called Edom). Jacob replied, !First sell me your birthright.” 

Genesis 25:34, !Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and 
then got up and left. So, Esau despised his birthright.” 

 

THINK 

Can you imagine being so hungry that you"d trade your entire multi-billion-dollar inheritance for 
a meal? Sounds crazy, right? But that"s exactly what happened to Esau. 

Esau had been out hunting all day and came home empty-handed. He was famished, smelled 
bean stew, and wanted some. Jacob agreed, but his agreement came with a major caveat: Esau 
would have to give up his birthright as the firstborn son. Esau was so desperate to temporarily 
satisfy his hunger that he altered the entire course of his life for immediate gratification. 

Imagine what Esau felt when he finished his dinner, only to be hit with the reality that he traded 
his future for a bowl of beans. Literally! 

What is your bowl of beans? What are you trading your future for on the altar of the immediate? 
Addiction, pride, lust, popularity, self-importance? No temporary fix is worth losing the life of 
blessing God wants you to live. 

PRAY 

'Heavenly Father, Help me see where I am choosing the immediate over the eternal, where I am 
fulfilling my own desires instead of living out Your best for my life. I choose to trust You and 
Your timing. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 
!  



 

 

January 10 — Ladder Moments 
READ 

Genesis 28:6-30:24 

 
Genesis 28:12 -13, “He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above 
it stood the Lord, and He said: #I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of 
Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.'” 

THINK 

Jacob was fleeing the wrath of his brother, Esau, after deceptively stealing his birthright. That 
night, Jacob had a dream. In it, he saw a ladder that connected heaven and earth, with angels 
going up and down the structure and God standing at the top. 

Jacob"s dream was significant because it was his first face-to-face encounter with God. Until this 
point, Jacob had been riding the coattails of his family"s faith. But now, God confirmed that His 
covenant with Jacob"s grandfather, Abraham, would continue with him. God also made it clear 
that He alone is sovereign. He runs the show. And despite Jacob"s past mistakes, God"s purposes 
would prevail. 

Like Jacob, we"ll have "ladder moments" where we'll have to answer some big questions. Who 
do we really trust to run the show? Do we truly believe in God"s sovereign power? Are we really 
living to bring Him the glory He deserves? 

PRAY 

Dear God, I acknowledge that You and You alone are sovereign, in control over every area of 
my life. I submit my daily affairs and plans to Your control. I trust You! In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

January 11 — The In-Between 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 30:25-31:55 
 
Genesis 31:3 !Then the Lord said to Jacob, #Return to the land of your father and grandfather 
and your relatives there, and I will be with you.’” 

 

THINK 

Have you ever been in the middle of a family drama? Drama was Jacob's middle name. He was 
often involved with big family issues involving trickery, jealousy, and money. But even these 
distractions did not derail God"s plans for him. 

When we think of Jacob, stories from his early life and his later life as a father often come to 
mind. Rarely do people remember the story from today"s reading because it seems like an !in-
between” story, a non-pivotal time in his life, but it wasn"t. During this season, God was 
preparing and molding Jacob for the future. He was learning to hear God"s voice and obey His 
commands. 

Do you feel like you"re stuck in an !in-between” moment of life? Though nothing big or life-
changing may be happening to you right now, don"t waste this season. Like Jacob, God is always 
with you. He wants to use this time to shape you into the person He created you to be! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for the !in-between” seasons. Help me to trust Your plans and grow me 
into the person You made me to be! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 12 — Peace in His Presence 
 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 37:1-38:30 
 
Genesis 39:2, !The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered…”  

 

THINK 

It can be difficult to find peace amid a global pandemic and ongoing political polarization, let 
alone the difficulties we face in our everyday lives. Problems can amass with crushing force, and 
it can be easy to become disheartened. 

Joseph, too, faced unimaginable hardships. Betrayed by his family; stripped of his former life, 
possessions, and all that was familiar to him to be sold into slavery, he had more than enough 
reasons to languish or grow despondent. But Joseph prospered. Why? Because the Lord was with 
him. And he never forgot that fact. 

Rather than focusing on the problem before us, we should instead look to the One who has the 
power to overcome. With the Lord, we find peace. With the Lord, we find prosperity. With the 
Lord, we find the courage to take each day one at a time and entrust all to His loving care. 

PRAY 

Lord, I want to live each day with You. I surrender all my problems and worries to You. Thank 
You for Your faithfulness, for Your constancy amid trials. You are my source of hope! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 13 — What’s in a Name? 
 
 

READ 

Genesis 36:1-43 

1 Chronicles 1:35-2:2 

Genesis 36:1, !This is the account of the descendants of Esau…” 

 

THINK 

You"re probably feeling less than inspired by today"s reading — all genealogy! And you might 
be thinking, !Why do I need to read through list after list of names I can"t even pronounce?” 
Well, you"re not alone! However, although it may seem unimportant to us, it is important to God. 
And, believe it or not, we can be inspired by these foreign names! 

Genealogy is important for the following reasons: 

• It shows us that God cares about history and the individual people and families who are a 
part of it. 

• It proves biblical prophecy and helps confirm biblical reliability. 
• It determines who could serve in certain roles and shows that God can use imperfect 

people for His purposes. 
• And, most importantly, Jesus$"genealogy is evidence that God has been working 

throughout all of history to provide a Savior for us. 
An interesting fact is that biblical genealogy ends in the first chapter of the New Testament 
(Matthew 1). Why? Because once Jesus entered the scene, lived righteously, died sacrificially, 
and rose bodily, all who believe in Him can enter God"s family. No matter our family of origin, 
every sinner is given the opportunity to turn towards Christ and leave their past behind. How 
great is that! 

PRAY 

Thank You, Lord, for this reminder that every life is significant — even mine — and that You 
came because You loved each one of us enough to die for us. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 14 — Precious Peace  
 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 32:1-35:27 
 
Genesis 33:4, "But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his 
neck and kissed him. And they wept." 

 

THINK 

The last time Isaac's twin sons were together, Esau was angrily plotting to kill his brother. Jacob, 
fearing for his life, had fled. Years passed and each of their households grew. But when Jacob 
heard that Esau was coming, he was filled with fear — not only for himself but also for his entire 
household. 

Jacob sent gifts ahead hoping to soften the blow. And then, as his brother drew near, he humbled 
himself by bowing before him. Esau responded with acceptance as he ran to embrace his long-
lost brother. The two brothers wept as communication was restored and reconciliation took 
place. Precious peace was found in the humility of one brother and the acceptance of the other. 

Is there someone in your life with whom you need to reconcile a lost or broken relationship? If 
anyone comes to mind, don't hesitate to extend the precious peace that's yours in Christ! 

PRAY 

Holy Father, I am grateful for the peace I have with You through Jesus Christ. Help me be a 
peacemaker, full of humility and forgiveness. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 15 — Please Remember Me 
 

READ 

Genesis 40:1-23 
Genesis 35:8-9 
Genesis 41:1-57 

Genesis 40:14, 23, !And please remember me and do me a favor when things go well for you. 
Mention me to Pharaoh, so he might let me out of this place. … Pharaoh"s cupbearer, however, 
forgot all about Joseph, never giving him another thought.” 

Genesis 41:41, !Pharaoh said to Joseph, #I hereby put you in charge of the entire land of 
Egypt.’” 

 

THINK 

Do you ever feel overlooked or forgotten? Maybe you wonder why your talents and abilities go 
unnoticed by others. Not so with God! He is the One who gifted you uniquely to fulfill His plans 
and purposes. Sometimes, though, our timing doesn"t align with God"s. Therefore, it"s important 
to remember that His delays are NOT His denials! 

So it was with Joseph. After being sold into slavery by his own brothers, he was falsely accused 
of a crime and thrown in prison. Gifted by God to interpret dreams, he helped two fellow inmates 
understand what they"d dreamt. When one was released, he asked, !Please remember me.” Yet 
two years passed, and Joseph was still in the slammer! Finally, his former inmate remembered 
him and summoned him to interpret Pharaoh"s dreams. In God"s timing, he so impressed Pharaoh 
that he was put second in charge of all of Egypt! 

As your Creator, God can and will use you to do amazing things. So, be patient because it"ll 
happen at just the right time! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for gifting me in unique ways. Help me remain patient and 
remember that Your delays are NOT denials. Your timing is always perfect. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 16 — Stay Focused 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 42:1-45:15 
 

Genesis 42:6-7, !Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to all its 
people. So, when Joseph"s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the 
ground. As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a 
stranger and spoke harshly to them. #Where do you come from?$"he asked.” 

 

THINK 

A joyous reunion is not exactly what Joseph had in mind when seeing his brothers again. After 
all, they had thrown him in a pit, sold him to Egyptian traders, and told his father he was dead. 
Now, here they were, bowing before him just as his dreams foretold. It would seem like the 
perfect set up to exact revenge. But time had revealed a plan beyond his brother"s horrendous 
actions. Joseph realized that God had positioned him to save his family and many others. 

It"s easy to focus on the transgressions against us. However, such a narrow focus is cloudy and 
can cause us to miss what God wants to do through us. At times, the vision for His purpose and 
plans for our lives may seem blurry and feel as if God is leaving us in the dark. But be 
encouraged! God is in control. Just hold on and fix your eyes on Him. In due time, you"ll see 
with 20/20 vision as God makes His plan clear. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for reminding me that You are in control. It"s very easy to focus on 
my current circumstances and lose sight of Your greater plans. Help me keep my eyes fixed on 
You and trust that You are doing something far greater than I can see. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 17 — Feast or Famine? 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 45:16-47:27 
 
Genesis 47:23-24, !Joseph said to the people, #$%I will provide you with seed so you can plant it 
in the fields. Then when you harvest it, one-fifth of your crop will belong to Pharaoh. You may 
keep the remaining four-fifths as seed for your fields and as food for you, your households, and 
your little ones.” 

 

THINK 

There"s a reason for the saying, !When it rains, it pours.” In life, doesn"t it often like feast or 
famine? Some years produce great windfalls, and we delight in God"s blessings. Other years 
(Hmph… 2020, for example) life"s full of storms, unfortunate situations, and turmoil. And it"s in 
those years that good leadership is vital to help get us through. 

Joseph excelled, when all of Egypt suffered from a horrific famine. People, desperate for food, 
came to him for help. And, as we see in today"s reading, he showed great wisdom — that came 
from knowing God — and orchestrated a plan to keep them from dying of starvation. 

Like Joseph, God wants you to lead with wisdom. He wants you to press into Him for guidance. 
His Word promises that He gives wisdom to all who seek it without judgment. So, next time you 
shrug and think, !When it rains, it pours,” approach His throne of grace and seek the guidance 
that only He can provide. You"ll never be left to thirst or hunger when living out God"s amazing 
plan. 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, Thank You for Your provision and promise. Amid life"s storms, I choose to seek the 
wisdom that only comes through knowing You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 18 — What You Intended for Harm… 
 
READ 
 
Genesis 47:28-50:26 
 
Genesis 50:15, 19-20, !But now their father was dead, Joseph"s brothers became fearful. #Now 
Joseph will … pay us back for all the wrong we did to him.’ … But Joseph replied, #Don"t be 
afraid of me … You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this 
position so I could save the lives of many people.’” 

 

THINK 

When bad things happen, when we"ve been horribly betrayed or hurt by others, it"s easy to dwell 
on the negative. But Romans 8:28 assures us that God works through all things for our good and 
His glory. Not some things, not at certain times, but through ALL THINGS! 

Joseph was especially aware of this! His own brothers, jealous of their father"s apparent 
favoritism, threw Joseph in a pit and sold him into slavery. Over time, and after spending years 
in prison for a crime he didn"t commit, he rose to power in Egypt. God reunited his family there. 
But after the death of their father, his brothers thought he"d surely enact revenge. But Joseph 
made an eloquent statement that would be remembered throughout the annals of time: !What you 
intended to harm me, God meant for good!! 

Let that thought resonate in your heart. Because no matter your circumstances, no matter the 
severity of your betrayal, remember that God is working through it for a far greater purpose and 
find it within you to rejoice! 

PRAY  

God, I know that no matter how hurt or betrayed I feel, that You will work through it for my 
good and Your glory. Thank You! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 19 — Hope in the Hopeless 
 
READ 
 
Job 1:1-4:21 
 
Job 1:22, !In all of this, Job did not sin by blaming God.” 

 

THINK 

Have you ever taken a tough exam that you thought you'd fail? Imagine a test in which you lost 
your wealth, family, and health. That"s the life of Job! 

In today"s reading, we see Job — a great man of God, blameless and full integrity — seemingly 
living the perfect life. Little did he know, he was about to enter the darkest moment of his life — 
and he was going to become a shining example of faith. In a matter of days, he lost all of his 
children, health, and wealth. All he had left was a wife who told him he should curse God and 
die. And what did he do? He praised God! In the midst of his grief, he chose to continue to trust 
in God and follow Him. 

Maybe you're coming out of a trial, are in the middle of a trial, or entering a trial. Instead of 
turning your back on God when the pressure escalates, choose to trust that He can work 
everything (even trials) for His good. God was always in control, even amid Job's hardship, and 
He had a master plan — even though Job couldn"t see it at the time. 

Remember, even when things seem hopeless, with Christ, there's always hope! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You that even amid my hardships, that You are always in control. Help me 
trust that You have a plan for my life even when all seems lost. You are my hope when things 
seem hopeless. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 20 — Cry Out to God 
 
 

READ 
 

Job 5:1-7:21 

 

Job 6:1-3, !Then Job replied: #If only my anguish could be weighed and all my misery be placed 
on the scales! It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas — no wonder my words have been 
impetuous.’” 

 

THINK 

At times, you might be tempted to think you have to have it all together BEFORE approaching 

God in prayer or worship. He is King of kings, and to pray with an attitude of respect and honor 

is definitely fitting. But He is also our Heavenly Father and desires for us, His children, to cry 

out to Him when we are in need. 

Picture a young boy outside with his father. If he finds himself in trouble or gets frustrated, there 

is no hesitancy — he impulsively calls out! He doesn"t weigh his words carefully and evaluate 

what he"ll say before he speaks. He trusts his father. And, depending on the situation, his father 

responds immediately, or he watches him struggle for a moment, knowing there is a lesson to be 

learned. 

Whatever you are going through, call out to God — even if your words come out in a 

nonsensical jumble. He loves you, hears you, and will walk with you through whatever you"re 

facing. 

PRAY 

My Heavenly Father, I cry out to You today. I don"t understand ___________, but I choose to 

trust in You. You are my Rock and my Salvation — nothing is impossible for You! Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 21 — Don’t Get Swept Away 
 
READ 
 
Job 8:1-11:20 
 
Job 10:17, !Your forces come against me wave upon wave.” 

 

THINK 

When you"re drowning in hardships, a heavy workload, or mounting debt, it seems impossible to 
get a foothold and rise above the waters. Sometimes life gets so complicated it"s overwhelming. 
We look up and wonder, !Why me?” 

Job was not only facing great tragedy and loss, but his friends scornfully judged him, adding 
insult to injury. It"s one of Satan"s favorite ploys. He loves to attack us from all sides. He delights 
in inflicting shame, betrayal, guilt, and pain through life"s circumstances and other people — 
even our so-called !friends.” And, if we let him, he will destroy us. 

But despite the crashing waves of despair, God has provided a way. In a name: Jesus. He"s the 
only One who can rescue us from death and destruction. When the storm sweeps away 
everything we are clinging to, the Rock of Ages still remains. He sees us through, and we WILL 
overcome. 

PRAY 

Lord, Help me trust You through the storms of life. It"s not about my comfort but my living 
testimony. You are God and have a greater purpose. Thank You for being my God and my Rock. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 22 — In His Hands 
 
READ 
 
Job 12:1-14:22 
 
Job12:10, !In His hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” 

 

THINK 

Have you ever felt like the world was spiraling out of control? Made a plan only to be derailed 
by unforeseen circumstances? Been blindsided by betrayal, tragedy, or unexpected challenges? 

Oftentimes, we act as though a white-knuckled grip on our lives will bring us safety and security. 
We put our trust in money and man-made institutions and then wonder why we"re constantly 
crippled with worry and fear of the future. 

We weren"t made to shoulder the weight of all life"s problems on our own! We were created to be 
vessels for God"s purpose — to enjoy Him, love Him, and share Him with others. We can trust 
God to take the reins because, in reality, He already is in control. He has our best interest at 
heart, and He is the only One powerful enough to hold the world"s future in His hands. He cares 
for us and will accomplish His will, no matter the circumstances! 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, Thank You for being in control. I accept my life"s difficulties, knowing You will use 
them to accomplish Your purpose. I give my life, troubles, and worries all to You. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 23 — Healing Words 
 
READ 
 
Job 15:1-18:21 
 
Job 17:10, !As for all of you, come back with a better argument, though I still won"t find a wise 
man among you.” 

 

THINK 

If you"ve ever watched Charlie Brown, you may recall hearing the teacher say, !Wah, wah, wah, 
wah, wah.” It"s like the sound we hear when we"re seeking words of comfort, but instead, we 
receive platitudes or condemnation for perceived transgressions. Perhaps it"s what Job heard, too, 
as his !friends” suggested that unconfessed wrongdoings were the source of his hardships. These 
must have been who the writer of Proverbs spoke of in Proverbs 12:18 when he wrote, !The 
words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” 

Life is challenging. We look for answers to life"s issues everywhere. But we must seek the words 
of the wise if we hope to find true healing. Words that remind us that God, our Creator, sees us, 
hears us, loves us, and cares for us deeply. Remind someone of that truth today. Perhaps it will 
bring healing to them also. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your unconditional love, grace, and mercy. Lead me to those 
who can remind me of Your unfailing faithfulness and help me to do the same for others. Let my 
words bring healing to someone else"s life. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 24 — Think Outside the Box 
 

READ 
 

Job 19:1-21:34 

 

Job 19:28-29, !How dare you go on persecuting me, saying, #It"s his own fault"? You should fear 
judgment, for your attitude deserves punishment. Then you will know there is indeed a 
judgment.” 

Job 21:34, !How can your empty cliches comfort me? All your explanations are lies!” 

 

THINK 

Why do bad things happen to good people? The answer to this quintessential question: Life isn"t 
fair! This is the argument Job was having with his friends. They believed God only brought 

down wrath on the wicked. Therefore, Job must have done something to deserve such dire 

circumstances. But Job, in his weakened state, stood firm and said, !Your argument doesn"t fit 
the facts!” And the fact is, good things also happen to bad people! 

God shines grace on the righteous and unrighteous alike because grace isn"t earned; it"s a gift. 

Thus, Job"s friends$"theology didn"t square with the truth. They, like so many of us today, put 

God in a box. Even when we think we have a clear understanding of God, we can"t predict His 

actions. 

It"s time to think outside the box. Trying to rationalize God"s actions is futile. Instead, get to 

know God"s heart so that you can trust Him even when you don"t understand His actions. 

PRAY 

God, You are a limitless God! Your ways are higher than mine, and I stand in awe of Your 

power. But even more importantly, I trust You. Give me the discernment to look beyond my 

circumstances toward greater understanding, acceptance, and intimacy with You. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 25 — THEY 
 
READ 
 
Job 22:1-25:6 
 
Job 23:11-12, !For I have stayed on God"s paths; I have followed His ways and not turned aside. 
I have not departed from His commands, but have treasured His words more than daily food.”  

 

THINK 

Do you have people in your life who uplift, encourage, and help strengthen your relationship 
with God? Or, is your life filled with people who constantly tear you down, discourage you, and 
keep you from growing closer to God? 

Job was in the middle of fighting human judgment versus what he knew to be true about God. 
Job"s !friends” were trying to lead him astray instead of leading him to God. These !friends” 
thought Job was deserving of his circumstances. But in this pivotal time in his life, he didn"t let 
their accusations turn him against God. Instead, he ultimately went to the One who knew 
everything about him. 

Who are your friends? Take a !friend-ven-tory” and see if you have the right kind of !THEY” in 
your life. Are they Tough, Honest, Encouraging, and Yielded to Christ? If not, ask God to 
provide the right people in your life! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Even amid my trials, help me to seek out the right kind of people in my life. I pray 
that THEY help lead me closer to You and point me to Your truth. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 26 — Where Does Understanding Dwell? 
 
READ 
 
Job 26:1-29:25 
 
Job 28:20,23-24,!$Where then does wisdom come from? Where does understanding dwell? God 
understands the way to it and He alone knows where it dwells, for He views the ends of the earth 
and sees everything under the heavens.” 

 

THINK 

When faced with hardship, we often ask every question imaginable. But, ultimately, we end at 
!Why?” We long for an audible voice, a message in the sky, a clear sign that will lead us to the 
answers we long for. But wisdom and understanding are often elusive as we run through options, 
possibilities, and our own limited reasoning. 

God doesn"t always tell us why, but He is always trustworthy. In Job"s case, God allowed 
hardship to come. Job wasn"t privy to the big picture — nor did he know the blessings to come 
— but he chose to trust God. Despite everything he"d lost and endured, he trusted in who he 
knew God to be. 

What are you struggling with to understand today? What big picture question are you uncertain 
about and searching for answers to? Whatever it is, rely on God"s wisdom and trust that He is at 
work in your life — even though the solution is beyond your grasp! 

PRAY 

Lord, Help me recognize true wisdom comes from You, alone. Please give me discernment and 
understanding today, that my life and my actions may be a LIGHT that brings You glory. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 27 — God Hears 
 
READ 
 
Job 30:1-40 
 
Job 30:20, !I cry out to you, God, but you do not answer.” 

 

THINK 

Depression can hit like a ton of bricks. Negative thoughts dominate your mind, and the 
downward spiral intensifies into utter darkness. In today"s reading, despair enveloped Job and 
came over him like a thick fog. All he saw was hopelessness. 

When you"re in a pit of despair, you feel miserable. Your cry to God may seem like it"s muffled 
in the shadows and whisked away by the wind. You may feel all alone, curled up in the dark 
corners of your mind. But even if you can"t hear His voice or feel His presence, He is still there. 

If you pray and speak the languishing words of your broken heart, He listens. When you come 
before Him and speak the raw truth of your brokenness, something supernatural happens. He 
speaks through the Holy Spirit within you, and hope returns. 

Circumstances may not change instantly, and you may still face your giants, but the Holy Spirit 
will empower you not only to carry on but to prevail. 

PRAY 

Lord, Open my ears so I can hear Your voice. Keep me teachable so I may grow closer to You. 
Restore the abundant hope of Jesus in me and heal my broken spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 28 — Age Before Wisdom? 
 
 
READ 
 
Job 32:1-34:37 
 
Job 32:8, !But it is the spirit in a person, the breath of the Almighty, that gives them 
understanding.” 

 

THINK 

Some people think wisdom only comes with age. "The older, the wiser," right? It seems to make 
sense, too; after all, the more you've lived, the more you've learned. But the Bible tells us true 
wisdom comes from God alone, not the passage of time. 

The Spirit compelled Elihu to speak. Despite being the youngest and least educated person there, 
a word of wisdom was put on his heart to remind Job that God is greater. We can"t accuse Him of 
treating us "unfairly," for He offers a redemption we don"t deserve and a grace we could never 
earn. 

Elihu spoke when prompted by the Spirit. Will you do the same? God"s not limited by the 
physical age of those He chooses to speak through. All He requires is an open heart and a 
willingness to obey His commands. 

PRAY 

Lord, I ask for Your wisdom and guidance. May Your Spirit place words on my heart that they 
might overflow to others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 29 — Stop and Consider 
 
READ 
 
Job 35:1-37:24 
 
Job 37:14, !Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God"s wonders.” 

 

THINK 

When was the last time you stopped and took in the beauty and wonder of the world around you? 
It seems that our fast-paced lives and the challenges we encounter cause us to often miss these 
wonders. Instead, our focus becomes fixed on our current circumstances and the issues at hand. 
We are unable to see beyond ourselves to experience God"s beautiful creation. 

In today"s reading, Job"s friend seems to be reminding him to take a moment, so he doesn"t miss 
the marvel around him. The Creator of the Universe has put spectacular things around us. He 
causes amazing occurrences that we take for granted. During the most difficult times, when we 
can"t see beyond our own circumstances, we need to be reminded of God"s power and 
sovereignty. Take time to recognize the greatness and majesty of His universe and be in awe of 
Him. Know that when things seem the most baffling, He is in control! 

 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for reminding me that You are in control. It"s easy to focus on my 
circumstances and lose sight of that. Help me to look up and look around. Remind me of Your 
wonders and Your sovereignty in this world and in my life. I trust you and I want to keep my 
eyes fixed on You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 30 — Never Have I Ever 
 
READ 
 
Job 38:1-40:5 
 
Job 38:4, !Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you know so 
much.” 

 

THINK 

Have you ever played the game !Never Have I Ever?” The objective is to be the last player 
standing after a series of questions. If you !have” then you"re out. 

Let"s play! But, with a slight twist. If your answer is !yes,” you"re in, and if your answer is !no,” 
you"re out! Have you ever: 

• Directed the movement of the stars? 
• Told the wind which way to blow and lightning where to strike? 
• Kept the sea inside its boundaries? 

God literally challenged Job with such questions. Was God trying to show off or impress him? 
No! God was revealing His ultimate authority and power. He was saying, !I"m God and you"re 
not.” Why, then, do we have such a hard time keeping Him in His rightful place? Do we really 
think we can outplay God in the game of life? 

When we approach God in surrender and acknowledge His right to rule, we will be living out our 
purpose. As we do, we'll experience joy and fulfillment. And never will we ever be disappointed 
with all God has to offer. 

PRAY 

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for being You! I praise Your name and wonderful works. 
Help me to approach life in a state of surrender to live out Your will and Your way instead of my 
own. And may I glorify You in all I do. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

January 31 — Twice as Nice 
 
READ 
 
Job 40:6-42:17 
 
Job 42:10, !When Job prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes. In fact, the Lord 
gave him twice as much as before!” 

 

THINK 

You build your dream home with love and care. You feel blessed to have such a comfortable and 
secure dwelling place. Then a huge storm hits, and your house sustains great damage. Your roof 
is gone, your belongings are destroyed, and your life is shattered. All that remains is the solid 
foundation on which you"ll have to rebuild. Your only hope is in the fact you"re insured. The 
process is slow, but you begin restoration. And when the arduous task is complete, you find 
you"ve been blessed with a home twice as nice as what you had before. And, although you 
remember the pain and strife, you"re a survivor, stronger and wiser, more complete and mature. 

This is a picture of Job"s life. After all he"d lost — his health, children, and wealth — God 
restored it all. He"d been a man of faith. His !insurance” was living righteously and trusting in 
God. So, God blessed Job with twice as much as he"d had before. Why? God is in the restoration 
business. He is our solid foundation. 

In times of loss, we must remember that God loves to bless His children and hurts with them 
along the way. Most importantly, though, is that through it all, God is always faithful and 
glorified in the end. 

PRAY 

Lord, You are faithful. Help me remember this in times of loss. With Your hand upon me, I"m 
blessed. May You be glorified through me. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

February 1 — You CAN Do It! 
 

READ 

Exodus 1:1-4:1 
1 Chronicles 6:1-3a 
 

Exodus 3:12a, !God answered, #I will be with you.’” 

 

THINK 

At the time, Moses wasn"t filled with bravery or confidence in God-given gifts. He kept asking 
God repeatedly, !Why me?” Even after God showed Moses several miracles, he STILL didn"t 
think he was up for the task, yet God chose him to lead His chosen people out of slavery. 

We all can relate to Moses. How many times has God showed up and opened your eyes to what 
He had planned for you, and you lacked trust in your own ability? 

God has big things in store for you. Don"t allow the enemy"s lies or your past to fog your 
perspective on the gifts and abilities God has given you and how He desires you to use them. 
Turn from your insecurities, your doubt, and turn toward God. Even when you don"t feel 
qualified, He will give you what you need and be with you always. 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for the gifts and abilities You have given me. Help me remember that, like 
for Moses, You are with me. I want to turn from my insecurities and turn to what You want! 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 2 — Don’t Cave Under Criticism 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 4:18-7:13 
 
Exodus 5:21-6:1,!$And they said, #May the Lord look on you and judge you! You have made us 

obnoxious to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.$"Moses 

returned to the Lord and said, #Why, Lord, why have You brought trouble on this people? Is this 
why you sent me? Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has brought trouble 
on this people, and You have not rescued your people at all.$"Then the Lord said to Moses, #Now 
you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of My mighty hand he will let them go; because 
of My mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.’” 

 

THINK 

Although we may not hear God audibly, there are times we know with absolute certainty what 
He's asking us to do. If it's a sin issue, it might be something clearly commanded in Scripture. 
Or, it might be something the Holy Spirit has convicted us of, and wise believers in our lives 
have affirmed. 

Moses received clear directions and had a great opportunity to glorify God in the Israelites' 
deliverance out of Egyptian slavery. But that deliverance was not immediate, and as their 
workload increased, they became critical of Moses. So, he turned with an attitude of frustration 
to God, questioning why He"d sent him there only to bring trouble. 

God had a plan, and because Moses followed through with God"s commands, he was used in a 
mighty way. When God leads you to do something, don't cave to criticism or opposition — 
follow through with your commitment and be used for His glory! 

PRAY 

God, I want my life to be used for Your glory. Whatever You ask of me, wherever You call me 
to go, l want to obey. I choose to follow You, not the voices of criticism that threaten to distract 
me from Your purposes. I'm all Yours. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 3 — Pride Dulls the Senses 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 7:14-9:35 

 

Exodus 7:22, !Pharaoh"s heart became hard; he would not listen to Moses and Aaron.” 

 

THINK 

When we find ourselves in the middle of an argument, it"s easy to try and justify our position, 

even if it doesn"t hold much water. And as tensions continue, we are often fueled by our 

stubbornness and pride. We"re motivated to stand our ground and not give in, no matter what. 

Moses and Aaron approached Pharaoh seven times to let the people of Israel go. Even after God 

showed His power through multiple horrific plagues, Pharaoh still refused to give in. 

You may not have faced swarms of locusts or a river of blood, but can you relate? God may be 

speaking to you, and you don"t even know it. He may be teaching you the same lesson, 

repeatedly, because it"s not sinking in. If you search your heart, the problem may not be 

miscommunication — it may very well be pride. When pride rears its ugly head, it has a way of 

dulling your senses to the truth. If you rant and rave for your will and your way, you"ll never get 

the traction you need for His will and His way! 

Once you realize the truth, your eyes will be open to seeing God"s wisdom. It"s time to relinquish 

the throne and let God reign. Lean into His guidance, and He"ll show you miracles you never 

thought possible. 

PRAY 

Lord, Open my eyes that I may see the truth in all things. Help me to surrender the reins of my 
heart to You. Thank You for Your wisdom and guidance. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 4 — The Blood of the Lamb 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 10:1-12:51 
Exodus 12:13, !The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you.” 

 

THINK 

Imagine waking up to loud wailing. It"s the middle of the night, and in house after house, the 
firstborn son lies dead. It"s a chilling scene. Death striking silently and suddenly, sparing only 
those with lamb"s blood spread across the doorway. 

This dark, dramatic story lays the groundwork for a beautiful illustration of God"s grace. This 
Old Testament occurrence is a picture of how Christ saves. The Bible says the wages of sin is 
death, and only the blood of a spotless One, totally innocent and righteous, can protect us from 
the punishment it brings. He is Jesus, the Lamb of God. Just as death passed over the Hebrew 
homes and spared their sons, we are spared judgment when we ask for Jesus$"sacrifice to be 
applied to our lives. 

Have you accepted Christ? Will you take the blood He has shed on your behalf and spread it 
across the doorway of your life? With Him, your eternity will be secure from wailing, sadness, 
and death. What an incredible promise! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Though I don"t deserve it, thank You for sacrificing Your Son so that I might live. 
Thank You for Your great mercy! Come into my life. I commit everything to You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 5 — Catch-22 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 13:1-15:21 
 
Exodus 14:13-16,!$Moses answered the people, #Do not be afraid. Stand firm, and you will see 
the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see 
again. The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.$"Then the Lord said to Moses #$%Tell 
the Israelites to move on. Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the 
water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.’” 

THINK 

"Catch-22" is one of the most used phrases in the English language. When stuck with only two 
lousy, opposing, paradoxical choices, what do we do? When we need experience to get a job, but 
we can't gain experience without a job, what do we do? When we must choose between buying 
gas to go to work or groceries to feed our kids, what do we do? Life is full of catch-22s! 

Trapped between the Red Sea and Pharaoh's armies, the Israelites were gripped by fear. Had God 
had led them into the desert to die? Would they have to choose between drowning or dying by 
the sword? They looked to Moses for an answer. And, though he didn't know how, he knew God 
would come through. So, assuring them God would do the fighting, he gave two commands: 
stand firm and be still. As all hope of freedom seemed lost, God told Moses to part the waters 
and "move on." Over 2 million people crossed the sea on dry ground before God sent the mighty 
waters crashing down on the enemy. God turned a dead-end into an open door. 

When nothing makes sense, and you feel trapped with no foreseeable way out, stand firm and be 
still. There are no "catch-22s" in God's economy. Don't get caught up in your own 
understanding, but be a "Moses" and trust in the Lord. You may not know how, but you 
know GOD WILL provide a path for you to "move on" through the waters of life! 

PRAY 

Father, In my pride, I often look to my own understanding instead of believing in Your sovereign 
power. Today, I choose to trust in You, knowing You are faithful to make my dead ends into 
straight paths. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 6 — Take a Load Off! 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 16:1-19:25 
 
Exodus 18:14, 17-18, !When Moses$"father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, 
he asked, #What are you really accomplishing here? Why are you trying to do all this alone while 
everyone stands around you from morning to evening? … This is not good! … You"re going to 
wear yourself out — and the people, too. This job is too heavy a burden for you to handle all by 
yourself.’” 

THINK 

!If I want something done right, I"d better do it myself.” How many times have you thought that? 
We literally train our brains to think we"re the only ones capable of doing a good job, and we run 
ourselves ragged, juggling and struggling to keep up with our already over-packed schedules. 
We wear busyness like a badge of honor. But, what is it really? Pride. 

Moses thought he was the only one capable of settling people"s disputes. How exhausting! 
Fortunately, his father-in-law was visiting and shined a light on the situation. Moses was a great 
leader who needed to learn the art of delegation to take his leadership to a whole new level! 

Great leaders delegate work to others — not to avoid working, but to free themselves up for the 
most important tasks. This was Jethro"s main point. He recognized that Moses was so buried in 
the details that he was losing sight of the big picture. What if he had been so busy settling 
disputes that he had missed out on receiving the Ten Commandments? 

Are you like Moses? If so, it"s time to let go of pride and delegate tasks to others. Whether you"re 
a mom who needs to give some chores away to your kids or a CEO who needs to entrust a future 
executive, it"s time to take off the busyness badge and lighten your load to free yourself up for 
bigger and better opportunities! 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, Today, I take off my busyness badge and relinquish my pride. Guide me to be a wise 
leader and open myself up for opportunities to be used by You! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

February 7 — Words to Live By 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 20:1-22:15 
 
Exodus 20:1-3, !Then God gave the people all these instructions. And God spoke all these 
words: #I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You 
shall have no other gods before Me.’” 

 

THINK 

Too many times, we look at the Bible as just a book of rules and regulations. We tend to balk at 
being told what we can and can"t do. This is especially true with the Ten Commandments. But 
we will miss the point of these directives if we don"t understand God"s reasoning. The first four 
commandments tell us how to relate to God. The other six instruct us how to relate to one other. 
When our lives align with God vertically, it empowers us to experience great relationships 
horizontally, with the people around us. 

When God rescued the Israelites from 400 years of Egyptian bondage, He knew they needed to 
learn how to live outside of a culture centered around idol worship. The same holds true for us 
today. We may not worship golden idols, but we are often guilty of placing other things and, at 
times, other people before God. We bow to our schedules, social media, and personal pleasure, to 
name a few. Yet, when our hearts are in the right relationship with God, it easily overflows with 
love for those around us. When we do, our lives fire on all cylinders as we live our lives in the 
way God desires. 

Therefore, don"t view God"s commands as a list of dos and don"ts, but as guardrails to help us 
live a life of purpose that brings God the glory He deserves! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for loving me and showing me how to live. I know that Your laws 
are meant to bring blessings to my life. Help me always look to You for guidance with each step 
I take, and not place anything above You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 8 — On the Road 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 22:16-24:18 
 
Exodus 23:20, "See, I am sending an angel before you to protect you on your journey and lead 
you safely to the place I have prepared for you."  

 

THINK 

Have you ever seen a law enforcement escort transporting an important individual? They hold 
authority over the road so they can help them arrive successfully at their desired destination. 

In today"s reading, God makes a promise to the Israelites — the promise of His presence — a 
promise He still extends to us today! Not only does God go before us, but He is also with us. He 
leads us through life, and our job is simply to obey. When we have a personal relationship with 
Jesus and follow Him closely, we experience a life of purpose, escorted by the ultimate authority 
on the !roads of life.” 

God loves us and wants what"s best for us. But if we don"t choose to follow Him daily, we will 
end up taking the wrong exits, detouring away from God"s best. So choose to allow God to guide 
you along His direct path and follow the road to His destination! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for the promise of Your presence as You guide and direct my life. Help 
me to follow You and allow you to lead me to Your best! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 9 — A Heart that Hears 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 25:1-28:43 
 
Exodus 25:1-2, 8, !The Lord said to Moses, #Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are 
to receive the offering for Me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. … Then have 
them make a sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell among them.’” 

 

THINK 

What prompts you to give to someone or something? Do you often have the desire or is it only a 
rare impulse? We are blessed to be a blessing, but if we aren"t listening for God"s voice, we may 
miss out on opportunities to be a part of what He is doing. There are so many things in this world 
that can fill our hearts and minds, sidetracking us from His voice. From binging on TV shows to 
our own anxious thoughts, it seems there are a million ways to distract us from giving our time, 
talent, and resources to the Lord"s service. 

Is your heart in a place today that allows you to hear when God is moving you towards 
something? In today"s reading, God gives Moses instructions on what offerings the people should 
bring, and then he carefully begins to lay out the instructions for the sanctuary and everything 
that would go in it. He wanted the people"s hearts ready and willing to contribute to the work 
ahead. 

Where is God calling You to give? What instructions is He laying out before you in your life and 
ministry? Don"t let the world"s noise sidetrack you from God"s prompting. Quiet Your heart and 
listen for His voice. 

PRAY 

Lord, Quiet my heart. At this moment, I put all other thoughts, concerns, and distractions aside. 
How can I be faithful in my giving? Let my heart be still enough, long enough, to truly hear 
Your voice! Be glorified in my life, Lord! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 10 — Be Still 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 29:1-31:18 
 
Exodus 31:17, !In six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he 
rested and was refreshed.” 

 

THINK 

Do more with less. That"s the motto of many companies. They want to streamline their 
businesses to cut expenses. However, this mindset can put a lot of strain on employees. People 
wind up working extensive hours and, before long, they end up on the fast track to burnout. We 
can do the same as individuals. We want to get as many things done as we can for our family, at 
school, or in our careers. So we burn the candle at both ends until we can"t go anymore. 

God created us and knows what we need. He put rest into the equation because He knows sleep 
is a vital part of living and a key ingredient to good health. But in our fast-paced age, taking any 
time off can feel like a sin. The world's workaholics spend countless hours just to get work done, 
seal deals, meet deadlines, or get ahead of the competition. But that"s not what God wants! He 
wants us to work hard within a rhythm so that we have time for healthy relationships with Him 
and others. 

So, take a moment each day to stop. Breathe. Pray. Be still before Him and shut out all the white 
noise around you so that you can hear His voice. And each week, set aside a day to worship Him 
and break up the steady hum of your busy life. Then He will give you strength, endurance, 
power, and grace to get through the highs and lows of life. 

PRAY 

Lord, Help me set aside time to rest and be still before You. Revive me with Your Spirit and fill 
me with Your replenishing Living Water. Use me as Your vessel today. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 11 — Where are You Leading? 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 32:1-34:35 
 

Exodus 32:21, ![Moses] said to Aaron, #What did these people do to you, that you led them into 
such great sin?’” 

 

THINK 

Have you ever been pressured into doing something? Whether it was pulling a prank on the 
playground or compromising your ethics in a business deal, most of us have given in to the 
pressure at some point. We have all felt the influence of family, friends, classmates, or co-
workers on our actions and words. 

While Moses was receiving the Ten Commandments, Aaron, his second-in-command, caved 
under the Israelite's demands to make "gods to go before [them]" and forged a golden calf for 
them to worship. Then he blamed the situation on !how prone these people are to evil.” But 
Moses cut to the truth of the matter! He flipped the script and asked what caused Aaron to lead 
the Israelites into such great sin. Talk about a curveball! Gulp! 

If you have the light of Christ in you, you are a spiritual leader. Not only should you stand firm 
against pressure to disobey God, but you can actively influence others to do the same. No matter 
your day-to-day routine, you can be a difference-maker, someone shining the way towards 
righteousness. Where are your decisions leading others to go? 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, Help me to stand firm for You against the sinful pressures of the world. Thank You 
for Your strength in the face of adversity! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 12 — Gifted for a Purpose 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 35:1-36:38 
 
Exodus 35:35, !He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as engravers, designers, 
embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers — all of them skilled 
workers and designers.” 

 

THINK 

We can imagine, for a moment, that Moses may have felt a bit overwhelmed when God gave him 
the instructions to build the Tabernacle. There was so much skill and technique required, and the 
tasks couldn't just be handed over to anyone. In God"s infinite wisdom, though, He already had a 
plan behind the plan. He had gifted specific people to accomplish His design and teach their 
skills to others. 

We each have God-given gifts and abilities. Some are more traditional talents such as art or 
music. Others are more easily taken for granted, such as administration, hospitality, or prayer. 
The purpose of our gifts is more than to help make our lives easier or more enjoyable. They are 
to be used to help further God"s plan and draw others to Him — especially within the church. 
Are you using your gifts for His purposes? Because whether it"s behind-the-scenes or in the 
limelight, it"s all about Him, and there"s no greater feeling than using your God-given talent in a 
God-driven way! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for the gifts and abilities You have given me. Help me not take 
them for granted but to be more aware and appreciative of what You have put within me. Show 
me how to use what You have given me for Your glory and draw others to You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 13 — The Ark of the Covenant 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 37:1-39:31 
 
Exodus 37:8-9, "He molded the cherubim on each end of the atonement cover, making it all one 
piece of gold. The cherubim faced each other and looked down on the atonement cover. With 
their wings spread above it, they protected it." 

 

THINK 

In Genesis, God told Noah to build an ark — a protective sanctuary for Noah"s family and two of 
every animal during the great flood. Now, in Exodus, God gives instructions for a different ark, a 
structure to house the Ten Commandments, and mark where His presence would rest among His 
people. The ornate wooden box was overlaid with gold, and equipped with golden rings and 
poles for desert transport. The lid was called the mercy seat, a place of atonement for Israel's sin, 
on which two gold cherubim faced each other with wings spread upward, covering the seat. It 
wasn"t a statue representing God, but it was an actual meeting place for God"s presence to hover 
when He spoke to His priests. And as Israel trusted God and obeyed the law He gave Moses, He 
would remain in their presence. 

Where is the ark today? We don"t know. But the moment Jesus rose victoriously from the grave, 
it was no longer needed. When He defeated death, His forgiveness and mercy were seated at the 
foot of the cross — His blood was shed in one final act of atonement for our sins. The second we 
choose to accept His gift of sacrifice and salvation, our hearts become God"s dwelling place — 
forever and ever – until we one day meet Him face-to-face! We don"t have to go and find Him, 
He lives within us and is with us as we walk through each day, each situation, and each 
circumstance. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for sending Jesus to die and rise again for my forgiveness. Your 
mercy and compassion are great, and Your presence is my greatest gift. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 14 — God with Us 
 
READ 
 
Exodus 39:32-40:38 
 
Exodus 40:34, 38, !Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
Tabernacle. … The cloud of the Lord hovered over the Tabernacle during the day, and at night 
fire glowed inside the cloud so the whole family of Israel could see it. This continued throughout 
all their journeys.”  

 

THINK 

Between one to two years after leaving Egyptian slavery, the Israelites were camped at the foot 
of Mount Sinai, where Moses had received the Ten Commandments, and the Tabernacle's work 
was complete. Moses inspected the final product, and God"s glory descended upon it. What a 
sight to behold! But the Israelite"s journey was far from over. God, Himself would lead His 
people toward the Promised Land with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Sometimes 
they would camp for one day, and other times they"d remain in one place for months at a time. 
No matter what, though, the glory of God dwelled among them. 

You see, it was never God"s intention to merely lead His people out of slavery; His purpose was 
to bring them into a relationship with Himself, to shine His glory upon them. Their real need — 
like ours — was to know Him personally. 

Today"s reading is a picture of the Christian life — but it"s so much more than the physical 
manifestation of fire or cloud for us to follow. If we know Christ personally, His Spirit dwells 
inside us! He"s leading, guiding, directing, and transforming our actions, thoughts, and desires 
according to His will. No matter where He takes us, it"s for our good and His glory with the hope 
that the world around us may see a difference, and bow a knee to the Most High God! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Your presence is my greatest gift. May Your glory shine through my life that 
others may see and find the hope that"s only found in You. Thank You for Your guidance and 
transformational power at work in my life today. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 15 — You Get to Give! 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 7:1-89 
 
Numbers 7:11, "The Lord said to Moses, 'Let one leader bring his gift each day for the dedication 
of the altar."" 
 

THINK 

You may be thinking that today"s reading was far less than exciting. Why do we need to know 
what the leaders of each tribe brought as an offering for the dedication of the Tabernacle? It"s to 
show that God is a God of order, that He wants us to worship Him not only by the way we live 
but with our heart to give. And, throughout the Bible, we see that God meant for us all to work 
together, through generosity, to carry out His plans. It"s a reflection of the church — we are all to 
do our part to promote and advance God"s house. 

Why, then, is it often so easy to focus on what we don"t have rather than on what we do have to 
give? We all need a shift in perspective. We need to remember that God has blessed us so we can 
bless others. And, it"s when we look for ways to bless others — with whatever we have — that 
we have the chance to be a part of something great. God modeled this for us when He gave His 
only Son to secure us a place in eternity with Him. When we follow His example of generosity, 
then we can offer this life of hope, blessing, and purpose to others. 

We all have something to give. Are you living out God"s best with an attitude of gratitude and a 
heart of generosity? If not, take a page from today"s reading and give to the only institution Jesus 
ever built — the local church! 

PRAY 
Heavenly Father, You are a God of generosity and purpose. You have blessed my life in 
countless ways, and I want to be a blessing to Your house, the local church. Open my heart to 
give generously to help advance Your kingdom. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 16 — Do You Remember? 
 
READ 

Numbers 8:1-9:14 

Leviticus 1:1-3:17 

Numbers 9:1-5, !The Lord spoke to Moses … in the second year after they came out of Egypt. He 
said, #Have the Israelites celebrate the Passover at the appointed time … in accordance with all 
its rules and regulations.$"So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the Passover, and they did so 
in the Desert of Sinai at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. The Israelites did 
everything just as the Lord commanded Moses.” 

 

THINK 

The Israelites were forgetful people. Not long after being freed from Pharaoh"s grip, they forgot 

about many of the miracles God had done and how, over and over, God provided. Time and 
again, they forgot, complained, and turned away from God — even carving idols of their own to 

worship, instead of the Creator! 

Although it"s easy to point fingers at their disobedience and lack of faith, we need to pause and 

take an inward look. Are we anxious about today while forgetting how God has faithfully 

provided in the past? Are we stuck in a mode of complaining rather than acknowledging His 

goodness? 

God gave the Israelites the Passover celebration to remind them that God had spared them from 
the plague of death in Egypt. Holidays like Easter and Christmas remind Christians of our 

salvation and the HOPE we have in Christ. Reading the Bible daily, spending time in prayer, 
journaling, and actively gathering with other believers within the church gives us regular 

reminders of everything He has done for us. 

Do you remember how much He has done for you? How far you"ve come? Remember and 

rejoice in Him today! 

PRAY 

Lord, I remember You today. As I think about how You drew me in when I was far from You, I 

rejoice. Let no complaints cross my lips, instead fill my heart with reminders of Your goodness. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 17 — Good Enough 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 4:1-6:30 
 
Leviticus 5:17, !If anyone sins and does what is forbidden in any of the LORD"s commands, even 
though they do not know it, they are guilty and will be held responsible.” 

 

THINK 

God"s standard is perfection. But no matter how hard we try to live a perfect life, it eludes us. We 
strive for goodness and spin the hamster wheel that leads nowhere. In our finite minds, we think 
we"re good people, and we ask, !Isn"t that good enough?” 

In God"s economy, our good isn"t good enough. He holds us accountable for everything we"ve 
ever done, said, and thought. Even if we"re ignorant of what is right and wrong, we"re still 
responsible for our choices. And the payment for our sin is death. 

The only thing that can pay for sin is the shedding of blood by a pure sacrifice. Jesus became our 
sin offering so we could be free from the penalty of death. By receiving His gift of salvation, He 
gives us eternal life and restores our relationship with God. 

Through the blood of Christ, He makes us perfect. He declares us, !Good enough!” because He is 
God enough! 

PRAY 

Thank you, Jesus, for loving me so much that You paid the ultimate price. Because of You, I can 
live and be in a right relationship with my Heavenly Father. I surrender my life to You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 18 — Thanks Be to God 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 7:1-8:36 
 
Leviticus 7:30,!$With their own hands they are to present the food offering to the Lord…” 

 

THINK 

How often do you communicate your gratitude to people? Or, do you leave it to others to thank 
those who have been helpful? What about God? Do you rely on those leading in worship on a 
Sunday morning to express your appreciation to God for you? 

God desires a personal relationship with us. Even before He sent His Son, He wanted the 
Israelites to approach Him personally, making offerings with their own hands and out of their 
own desire. And just as He wanted the Israelites to eat the fellowship meal within three days, He 
desires our fellowship with Him to be fresh and not stale. To be both timely and genuine. 

Take the time and initiative to express gratitude to God today! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for Your great grace and mercy. I"m truly grateful for how You have 
moved in my life, for Your blessings and provisions. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 19 — Not on Your Terms 
 
READ 
 

Leviticus 9:1-11:47 

 

Leviticus 10:1-2, !Aaron"s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added 
incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, contrary to His command. So fire 
came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.”  

 

THINK 

Your first reaction to today"s reading is likely, !Yikes!” If it seems God killed Aaron"s sons for a 

small infraction, it"s understandable. But God had been explicitly clear in His instructions for 

burnt offerings. He would be worshiped according to His standards — not theirs. 

Was it pride or false ambition that led Nadab and Abihu to try to approach the Lord in an 

unauthorized way? We can"t know their exact motives, but God is adamant that we don"t set the 

terms in our relationship with Him. We don"t have the right to decide which of God"s commands 

we obey and which we ignore. When we try to do life our way instead of His, we won"t flourish, 

and we"ll find ourselves !in the fires” of consequence. 

When we recognize God"s holiness and His right to rule our lives, we will approach Him with 

humility, reverence, and awe. Then, and only then, will we be ready to fulfill the amazing 

purposes He has for us. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, I approach You today with reverence, in awe of Your almighty power. Your 

ways are higher than my own, and I seek to do life Your way to fulfill Your purpose. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

February 20 — Cleansed 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 12:1-14:32 
 
Leviticus 14:1-2, 8, !And the Lord said to Moses, #The following instructions are for those 
seeking ceremonial purification from a skin disease. Those who have been healed must be 
brought to the priest … The persons being purified must then wash their clothes, shave off all 
their hair, and bathe themselves in water. Then they will be ceremonially clean and may return 
to the camp…’”  

THINK 

Unhealthy skin is most often an outward sign of what"s happening below the surface. And that"s 
exactly what"s going on in today"s reading! On a superficial level, we read about cleansing for 
the deadly and painfully isolating disease, leprosy. But if we dig deeper, we discover God 
showing us something much more profound — how to cleanse our hearts. 

In Old Testament times, lepers were considered unclean and had to live separately from 
everyone else. Because leprosy had no known cure, anyone who was healed was considered an 
anomaly, and they were believed to have a special calling. So, they were given a special 
anointing that was not only for outward, physical cleansing but also for inward, spiritual 
cleansing. Only then were they allowed to reenter the Israelite community. 

Like those with leprosy, we are also alone and isolated from God when we are sick with sin. But 
the moment we surrender our lives to Christ and declare Him Lord, we are healed from the inside 
out. We are cleansed from our past and made new; our ability to enter God"s presence is restored. 

Do you currently have any sin festering in your life? Although you may be eternally cleansed, 
are you allowing a habit or certain lifestyle choices to separate you from hearing God"s voice and 
fulling your !special calling?” If so, present yourself to the ultimate High Priest — Jesus — and 
allow His restorative power to make your life healthy and whole. 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, Only You can bring true healing into my life. Forgive me for the following sins I"ve 
allowed to fester ________ and cleanse my heart that I may fulfill my purpose. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 21 — Atonement Day 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 14:33-16:34 
 
Leviticus 16:30,!$On that day offerings of purification will be made for you, and you will be 
purified in the LORD"s presence from all your sins.” 

 

THINK 

When trust is broken in a relationship, it can sever even the strongest bond. If there"s any hope of 
reconciliation and healing, amends must be made. One, or both parties, has to be willing to admit 
they're wrong and work to make it right. In very simple terms, this is what atonement is meant to 
do between ourselves and God. 

For the Israelites, The Day of Atonement was very solemn. It was a day that they repented of 
their sins so they could be reconciled to God. Two goats were chosen. One, the !scapegoat,” 
would symbolically have the Israelite community's sins placed on it by the High Priest and it 
would then be sent into the wilderness. The other would be sacrificed as an offering to God, the 
cost of sin. These two actions !cleaned the slate,” righting the people"s wrongs for the year to 
follow. 

As Christ-followers, we have an everlasting atonement. Through Jesus$"sacrifice, we have been 
reconciled with God. Our sin was put on Him and He also paid our sin debt, once and for all. All 
we have to do is believe in our hearts and confess with our mouths that He is Lord, and our 
severed relationship with God can be restored. If you have yet to accept His free gift of 
atonement, do it now by praying the simple prayer below! 

PRAY 

God, I admit I've messed up, that my sin has separated me from You. I"m sorry and turn from 
that sin today. I believe You sent Jesus to die on the cross and rise from the grave to atone for my 
sins. Today, I ask Jesus into my heart, and I choose to follow Him. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 22 — He is LORD 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 17:1-19:37 
 
Leviticus 19:4b, !I am the Lord your God.” 

 

THINK 

In Leviticus 19, God declares that He is the LORD — fifteen times! Why would God declare that 
He is Lord repeatedly? Surely the Israelites got the picture after the first five times! If you have 
young children, you already know the answer to that question: He knew they would get 
distracted! God knows we are often tempted to listen to the world instead of Him, so He is 
emphasizing the fact that He is God, and God alone, the One who we should follow and obey. 

God gave the Israelites instructions on how He wanted them to live, and He expected them to 
respect and obey His commands. He expects His followers to do the same today. He knows how 
we can experience the best from our lives, and His insistence on us doing things His way is a 
demonstration of how much He cares for us. 

Has God lost your attention? Is He repetitively saying, !I am the Lord” through everyday things, 
but you fail to recognize and follow His instructions for your life? Take a moment today and 
stop. Ask God to open your eyes to what He wants for You! As His child, set apart for holy 
living, He wants your respect and trust. And you demonstrate this by obeying Him and living 
according to His Word. 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for giving instructions on how You desire for me to live. Help me to 
recognize all You are doing in my life each day. Thank You for loving and caring about me! 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 23 — Punishment Deserved vs. Holiness Given 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 20:1-22:33 
 
Leviticus 20:22, 26, !Keep all My decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am 
bringing you to live may not vomit you out. … You are to be holy to Me because I, the Lord, am 
holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be My own.” 

 

THINK 

Today"s reading lists sin after sin and punishment after punishment. The old covenant was full of 
rules and obligations. It was a system that required punishments and sacrifices for the payment of 
sin. Death, consequences, blood sacrifices — we read the requirements and rules, and it"s 
overwhelming to imagine trying to follow each of the laws! You can almost picture the priests 
covered in blood at the altar with a never-ceasing line of sacrifices. 

When Jesus came, He (because He is God!!) lived a perfect life and willingly sacrificed Himself 
on the cross. His sacrifice covered not just one sin but also the sin of every person who believes 
in faith, turns from their sin, and makes Jesus Lord of their life. 

In Hebrews 10:12-14, we read that Jesus !offered for all time one sacrifice for sins...For by one 
sacrifice, He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” 

Our sins deserve punishment, but through Christ, we will one day stand before God, perfect and 
complete. Until then, let us live lives that honor His sacrifice and bring glory to His name. 

PRAY 

Lord, Thank You for paying the ultimate price so that I can live in eternity with You. What a 
great gift to know You! I am thankful to be free from sin and a system of sacrifices. I rejoice in 
Your forgiveness. Let me walk into each new moment joyfully, with my eyes set on You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 24 — Justice for All 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 23:1-25:23 
 

Leviticus 24:20, !Fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The one who has inflicted the 
injury must suffer the same injury.” 

 

THINK 

It"s in our DNA. We want justice. If someone wrongs another, we want them to pay. We are 

infuriated if someone hurts us and then gets off scot-free. We want to avenge wrongdoers, to 
make it right. 

Why do we feel this need for justice? It"s because God is just. He created us in His own image, 

so we yearn for righteousness. But as much as we want others to pay for their sins, we, too, need 

to pay for our own. In God"s economy, the payment for sin is death. 

Romans 3:23 says, !We all fall short of the glory of God.” Whether we see others$"sins as greater 

or less than our own, all of us are sentenced to death. The only way to wipe the slate clean is for 

a perfect sacrifice to die in our place — and that"s what Jesus did for us. By doing so, He paid the 

penalty of death for us in full. Once we accept Him as our personal Lord and Savior, His 
righteousness becomes ours. God no longer sees us in our natural sin-natured state — He sees us 

the way He sees Jesus — sin-free. 

God will bring justice to our broken world. But, today, He offers us mercy. Receive His gift and 

let Jesus set you free. 

PRAY 

Lord, May all the injustice that I see in this world remind me of the righteousness that only You 
can give through Your Son. Thank you for setting me free, Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 25 — Blessings for Obedience 
 
READ 
 
Leviticus 25:24-26:46 
 
Leviticus 26:3, 12, !If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands … I will walk 
among you and be your God, and you will be My people.”  

 

THINK 

We may not think of it often, but every area of our lives is impacted by our obedience or 
disobedience to God. Actions have consequences, and some of the most severe come from 
deciding to do things our way instead of God"s way. 

God wants to bless us, to walk with us, to be our God. It"s simply a matter of laying everything at 
His feet. Even if we"re already living in the consequences of our sin, all we have to do is turn and 
we will find Him there, waiting. Don"t waste another day. Turn to God, obey and receive His 
blessings, honor Him and live in His light. 

What will you choose today? Will you submit to His guidance and discover the blessings He has 
for you? 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, I surrender to Your will and Your way. Transform my heart of disobedience 
into a heart wholly devoted to You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 26 — Organization 101 
 
READ 

Leviticus 27:1-34 
Numbers 1:1-54 

Numbers 1:2, !Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans and families, listing 
every man by name, one by one.” 

 

THINK 

Organization pros say the first step in getting organized is knowing what you have. We often 
discover we have more than what we realized and rediscover things we"ve forgotten about. And 
so it was with the Israelites! After leaving Egypt so abruptly, it was time to organize this group 
of former slaves into the nation of Israel. God commissioned Moses and Aaron to perform a 
census of this nomadic group crossing the desert to the Promised Land. 

This census revealed a couple of things. They discovered just who and how many were among 
them within each established tribe, and they rediscovered that they were a part of the blessing 
God promised to Abraham. They had grown from a family of 70 into a great and mighty nation 
of a million people, and they would soon rediscover that they didn"t have to fear the battles 
ahead. 

There are times when we all need to organize, to regroup. We need to discover the blessings in 
our lives that we weren"t seeing and rediscover the relationship with God that we may have 
forgotten to cherish. It"s in that relationship that we find we are mighty in His power, and we 
don"t have to fear. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your presence in my life. Because You are a God of 
organization, I am confident that You have my back even amid life's uncertainties. Help me walk 
in confidence as I share You with others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 27 — God of Order 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 2:1-3:51 
 
Numbers 2:1, !Then the Lord gave these instructions to Moses and Aaron…” 

 

THINK 

In today"s reading in the book of Numbers, there are a lot of, well… Numbers! And, again, we 
find ourselves at a familiar precipice: What does all of this information have to do with us? What 
can we really glean from the organization of the Israelite camps and Levite"s census? The 
principle we can glean is that God is a God of order, and He desires for us to live within His 
prescribed structure and framework. 

Wherever chaos reigns, God is not! When our lives stray from His commands — when disorder, 
pride, or rebellion rear their ugly heads — we"re not walking within the will and the way of God. 
And like a car with poor alignment, we get off track, swerving and careening into potential 
danger. If we"re not careful, we may crash in a big way. That"s why God gives us protective 
verses such as: 

• 1 Corinthians 14:33, !For God is not a God of confusion but peace.” 
• 1 Corinthians 14:40, !All things should be done decently and in order.” 
• Matthew 6:33, !Seek first His kingdom, and His righteousness and all things will be 

added to you.” 
When we heed God"s instruction and stay within the lanes of His order, our lives will be fully 
functioning and hitting on all cylinders. These guidelines and guardrails don"t restrict us; they 
free us to fully experience life! 

What is currently disordered in your life? What do you need to surrender to God and humbly 
submit to His will? 

PRAY 

God, Thank You for Your order and protective commands. Help me live within Your will and 
walk within Your way. Then, and only then, will I be ready to put the throttle down and fully 
experience the life ahead. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

February 28 — Protective Measures 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 4:1-5:31 
 
Numbers 5:11-15, !Then the Lord said to Moses, #Speak to the Israelites and say to them: If a 
man"s wife goes astray and is unfaithful to him so that another man has sexual relations with her, 
and this is hidden from her husband and her impurity is undetected … and if feelings of jealousy 
come over her husband and he suspects his wife and she is impure — or if he is jealous and 
suspects her even though she is not impure — then he is to take his wife to the priest…’” 

THINK 

Have you ever noticed that you can"t say the word !jealousy” without saying, !lousy?” Whether 
unfounded or based on reasonable suspicion, jealousy IS lousy, and it always comes back to bite! 
God takes such matters seriously — especially within marriage. It must be dealt with. Otherwise, 
like an open wound, it can fester and cause a world of hurt. 

In today"s reading, God gives a system to prove or disprove jealous feelings and orchestrate truth 
within marriage relationships. His instructions were aimed at the potentially adulterous wife, but 
no matter who was at fault — by either the act of infidelity or the sin of jealousy — the issue had 
to be settled by a priest. 

Why would God give such explicit instructions? Because He knows marriage is foundational to 
our lives. No wonder it"s said, !So goes the marriage, so goes the family; so goes the family, so 
goes our world!” That"s why God is so clear about protecting the purity and sanctity of man and 
wife. 

Regardless of our sins, God wants us to confess and come clean, to bring to light anything or 
anyone He brought together in a sacred covenant. Although we no longer need to have a priest 
perform a ceremony to rid marriage of any impurity, we do need to address underlying divisions. 
When we do, we can move forward, united as one flesh in Christ. It not only benefits us but 
strengthens those within our family and sphere of influence. Because united we stand and 
divided — we fall. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for providing protective measures to secure marital relationships. 
You are a great God, and I want to live within Your guidelines and guardrails to live out Your 
best! Amen. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 1 — Blessed 
 
READ 

Numbers 6:1-27 
Numbers 10:1-36 

Numbers 6:24-26, !May the LORD bless you and protect you. May the LORD smile on you and 
be gracious to you. May the LORD show you His favor and give you His peace.” 

 

THINK 

Who doesn"t want to be blessed? We say, ”Bless you!” when we sneeze, even! But what does 
that truly mean? To be blessed? When thinking of God"s blessings, we often think of job 
promotions, making a school sport"s team, or newborn babies — but His blessings often look 
different than we might expect! 

In today"s reading, God gives a specific prayer for Moses and the priests to bless the Israelites 
that begins with: !May the Lord bless you and protect you.” God loves to bless us, and He knows 
what"s best for our lives. Yet, we often think we"re in the driver"s seat and that we know what"s 
best. Disappointment sets in when God"s blessings don"t align with our timing or what we might 
have originally imagined. But God"s true blessing is higher and greater than anything we could 
ever ask for or imagine. It's within the waiting, within the step of faith, within the trust that such 
wealth is found. God blesses patience, the willingness to wait and believe in Him. 

This week, trust that God is in control. He desires to bless you and use you for His good. Even 
when His blessings look different than expected, thank Him and trust that He knows what"s best! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for Your constant blessings. Help me trust that You are in control and 
know what is best for my life. Amen. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 2 — Eyes of Faith 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 11:1-13:33 
 
Numbers 13:26-28, 30, !They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community 
… There they reported to them … and showed them the fruit of the land. They gave Moses this 
account: #We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! 
Here is its fruit. But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very 
large. We even saw descendants of Anak there."$
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, #We should go up and take possession of 
the land, for we can certainly do it.’” 

 

THINK 

Finally, after leaving Egyptian slavery and traveling around the desert, the Israelites had arrived 
at the brink of the Promised Land — and they found it just as it had been described! A land 
flowing with milk and honey! 

But despite everything they had seen God do, regardless of the miracles and power He had 
displayed time and again, ten of the twelve who went to scout out the land failed to have faith 
that God would provide a way for them to take possession of it! Only Caleb and Joshua had eyes 
of faith, believing that God had led them there, and with His help, they would be able to 
overcome the powerful people and large and fortified cities! 

What enemy or obstacle stands before you today? When you"re faced with a challenge that 
makes you think, !There"s no way!” take a step back and reflect on what you"ve seen God do. Or 
if your faith is new, find stories of His faithfulness in the Bible, and ask other believers around 
you. Face the future with eyes of faith — God can and WILL bring you through! 

PRAY 

Father, Give me the faith of Caleb, faith that trusts in You and Your power, no matter what 
everyone else is saying or thinking. I ask that today you would help me trust You specifically 
with ________. It"s more than I can handle, but I know it"s not too much for You! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 3 — Believe, and Go with God! 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 14:1-15:41 
 
Numbers 14:9, !Do not rebel against the Lord… the Lord is with us.” 

 

THINK 

When we face overwhelming trials, and our world gets turned upside down, we might question 
God"s presence in our lives. We might even take it a step further and shake our fist at Him and 
blame Him for our bleak situation. !Why me, God? Where are You in my greatest hour of need? 
If You won"t intervene, then I"ll just do it my way!” 

The Israelites did this when they learned that giants lived in fortified cities within the Promised 
Land. They rebelled and chose NOT to trust God and His promises. Due to their lack of belief, 
the Israelites were punished and sent to wander the desert for forty more years. Had they just 
believed — though they would have had difficulties to face — God would have led them just had 
He"d led them out of slavery and through the wilderness. Now, their inheritance would have to 
wait! 

Once we recognize our need for God and choose to trust in His promises, humility sets in. Then 
we"re in a workable mindset that allows us to approach our Lord with receptivity — a 
willingness to listen to His voice, patiently wait for His perfect timing, and trust Him to see us 
through the valley we"re facing. With God, we can overcome all things! 

PRAY 

Thank You, Lord, for Your presence in my life. Forgive me for my impatience and mistrust in 
You. Please walk with me through this storm and help me overcome it. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

March 4 — Korah’s Rebellion 
READ 

Numbers 16:1-18:32 

 

Numbers 16:10, ![God] has brought you and all your fellow Levites near himself, but now you 
are trying to get the priesthood too.” 

 

THINK 

The line between goals and greed can be very thin. Korah found himself on the wrong side of 
this line, staging a coup after growing dissatisfied with his position tending the tabernacle. Filled 

with pride, he argued that because all Israelites were God"s chosen people, he shouldn"t have to 

submit to Moses$"authority — even though it was God-given. 

It is not inherently bad to want to achieve or to lead. However, it is important to recognize that 
God has placed us where we are for a reason. God wants us to respect the authority figures 

placed in our lives and serve Him above our personal ambitions. 

Are you a Korah? Are you placing pride and selfish ambition above God? Or, like Moses, are 

you faithful in carrying out His commands? Whichever camp you are in currently, don"t let greed 

smear the line between achieving what you want and being where God wants you today. He 

always has a plan and purpose, knowing what"s best for your life! 

PRAY 

Lord Jesus, I want You to be my only ambition. I submit to Your authority. Help me live out 
Your will for my life. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



March 5 — His Way, Not Yours 

READ 

Numbers 19:1-21:35 

Numbers 20:12, !But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, !Because you did not trust in Me 
enough to demonstrate My holiness to the people of Israel, you will not lead them into the land I 
give them!”  

THINK 

If you have ever watched a reality TV show, you"ve probably experienced a cringe moment when 
someone decides to act irrationally, and you realize that it will not end well for them. In a way, 
that"s how we feel in this passage of today"s reading. We read how God clearly told Moses to 
SPEAK to the rock to draw water from it. Instead, Moses acted irrationally, took credit for 
producing the water, and then struck the rock — twice! 

It"s easy for us to read this and see that it won"t end well. But chances are, we"ve done the same. 
We become impatient and think our plans will work better. We think that slightly tweaking 
God"s plan won"t really matter. So, we take control, act on our impulses, and experience the 
inevitable fallout. When we attempt to usurp God"s authority in our lives, it NEVER ends well. 

In our finite minds, God"s ways are often complex and not easily understood. But rest assured, 
they ARE the best way. We can be confident that His plans are meant for our good and His 
glory. Be patient. Follow His instructions, and watch Him work beyond your expectations. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for taking care of me. I know that I have tried to take control when 
Your plans are clearly better. Help me to be patient and wait on Your direction. Guide me to 
follow Your instruction so that You will receive all the glory. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 



March 6 — Lessons From a Donkey 

READ 

Numbers 22:1-24:25 

Numbers 22:21-23, 28, !So the next morning Balaam got up, saddled his donkey, and started off 
with the Moabite officials. But God was angry that Balaam was going, so He sent the angel of 
the Lord to stand in the road to block his way. As Balaam and two servants were riding along, 
Balaam"s donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand. 
The donkey bolted off the road into a field, but Balaam beat it and turned it back onto the road. 
… Then the Lord gave the donkey the ability to speak. #What have I done that it deserves your 
beating me three times?$"It asked Balaam.” 

THINK 

Isn"t it ironic that a donkey was more spiritually perceptive than Balaam, the prophet? Pride, self-
importance, and money seemed to throw this wayward servant of God off-track. He knew the 
Lord didn"t want him to go to Moab and curse His chosen people and, at first, he obeyed. But 
deep down, he really desired to go and so he compromised. He tried to buy time to see if God 
would change His mind, and God even said, !Go!” But God had a plan of His own to get Balaam 
back on track! 

Isn"t it just like God to use the most unlikely of sources to teach us valuable lessons? Balaam"s 
faithful donkey saw the angel of the Lord wielding a sword and tried to steer his master off the 
roadway. The animal had enough sense to know that it wanted no part of that run-in! Balaam, 
initially blind to the situation, took it out on the poor animal. As God opened the donkey"s mouth 
to speak truth into the situation, the prophet had to humble himself — and the donkey got the 
best of him in the conversation! 

What can we learn from Balaam"s donkey? First, when God asks us to do something, He wants 
total obedience! Why? Because partial obedience is still disobedience! Also, when we move out 
of God"s will, He often puts roadblocks in our path to steer us back on course. God wants us to 
live our best lives without compromise or pride. So take a lesson from a donkey and stay on 
track with God"s will, and you WILL be blessed and useful to God in even the strangest of 
circumstances! 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, I seek to obey Your commands. Help me to squash my pride and selfish desires to 
carry out Your plans for my life. May You be glorified through me! Amen. 



March 7 — Choose God! 

READ 

Numbers 25:1-26:65 

Numbers 25:1-13, !While the Israelites were camped at Acacia Grove, some of the men defiled 
themselves by having sexual relations with local Moabite women. These women invited them to 
attend sacrifices to their gods, so the Israelites feasted with them and worshiped the gods of 
Moab. In this way, the Israelites joined in with the worship of Baal of Peor, causing the Lord"s 
anger to blaze against His people.” 

THINK 

Think of the imagery above. The Lord"s anger !blazed” against His people. Yikes! It"s easy for us 

to look at the Israelites with disgust. How could they so easily just give in to such debauchery? 

It"s hard to imagine just rolling over to Satan"s schemes and involving in such wretched acts. But 

is it, really? 

People are like elevators — they can either take us up or down — way down. That"s why God is 

so clear about us hanging out with the right people. He knows how easily we can be persuaded to 

do things we wouldn"t normally do. Bad associations often take us farther than we want to go and 

cost us more than we want to pay. And for the Israelites, that"s exactly what happened! They 

began to allow their personal desires to jade their relationship with God. So, in His anger, God 

sent a plague upon His people. But one man, Phinehas, took action. He killed a man and woman 

caught in an immoral act before the Tabernacle. And his one act of obedience halted the plague 

— but not before 24,000 had been slain. 

What does this tell us, other than the fact that God"s anger !blazes” against those who flagrantly 

break His commands? It"s all about single actions. It"s about making choices in the moment to 

stand for God"s truth. 

Every time we stand up for what"s right and go against the grain — no matter how big or small 

— we are setting the stage for Christ"s righteousness to take center stage. So, don"t give into 

relationships that can only take you down. Choose to surround yourself with like-minded people 

who are grounded in Jesus. Then you won't be tempted to do what you would otherwise never 

do! This allows God"s glory to blaze, instead of anger, and you will stand in a place of promise 

and blessing instead of death and destruction. So, CHOOSE GOD! 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, I want to remain faithful to You. Help me stay on track with Your wants and desires. 

I seek to live out Your best! Amen. 



 

 

March 8 — What’s Next? 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 27:1-29:40 
 
Numbers 27:22-23, !So Moses did as the Lord commanded. He presented Joshua to Eleazar the 
priest and the whole community. Moses laid hands on him and commissioned him to lead the 
people, just as the Lord had commanded through Moses.”  

 

THINK 

Have you ever been demoted? You put time and energy into making something great, only to see 
someone else receive the reward. If so, you"re not alone! 

In today"s reading, Joshua is appointed the new leader of Israel. Moses had to hand over the reins 
after all he"d done (and put up with) for God"s chosen people. And, he had to contend with the 
added disappointment of knowing he"d never personally enter the Promised Land! But Moses 
didn"t complain or try to persuade God otherwise. Instead, his response was !What"s Next?” 

Have you been in a position like Moses? Demoted and discouraged after you invested in a 
certain relationship, company, or team, without reaping the benefits? 

There"s a lot we can learn from Moses$"response. On this side of eternity, we may not see the 
reward of our efforts, there may be moments of demotion, but God sees all the good done for His 
Kingdom. Like Moses, we have to trust Him and look to what"s next versus focusing and 
questioning God on what seems !fair.” As Christ-followers, our goal should be to further HIS 
Kingdom, not our own personal goals. Because, regardless of what"s next in this life, we will one 
day receive the ultimate promotion when we see Jesus face to face in heaven! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for the reminder that You are always there, whether I receive a demotion 
or a promotion. Help me to not focus on furthering my name but furthering Your Kingdom! 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 9 — How Good is Your Word? 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 30:1-31:54 
 
Numbers 30:1-2, !Moses said to the heads of the tribes of Israel: #This is what the Lord 
commands: When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to obligate himself by a 
pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything he said.’” 

 

THINK 

In sitcoms and movies, people often find themselves in tricky situations. Instead of telling the 
truth and resolving the issue, they often build a web of lies and deception. In a way, it"s almost a 
game — will they get away with it? Or, at the very least, it"s made humorous — as if the lie is 
really no big deal. 

As believers, however, we"re called to a much higher standard. James, in the New Testament, 
puts it plainly — let your !yes” be yes and your !no” be no. In fact, swearing to do anything is 
generally discouraged because !yes” should be enough! 

How good is your word? Is it enough to say, !Yes, I will do this,” and the person in front of you 
can trust that to be true? Or do you have to emphasize and make additional promises to assure 
the person that you"ll truly do what you have said? 

Real-life drama can"t always be resolved as quickly as TV shows and movies. Don"t take vows 
and promises lightly. When you make them, be sure to keep your word and follow through! 

PRAY 

Father, Help me to be a person of my word. Before I promise something, let me consider what is 
required, and prompt me to follow through with my commitments. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 10 — Vessels of Love and Grace 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 32:1-33:56 
 
Numbers 32:15, !If you turn away from following Him… you will be the cause of their 
destruction.” 

 

THINK 

Our choices impact others. We influence those around us, even if we don"t realize they"re 
watching us — especially children! They notice everything we do. They watch us as if they are 
recording our words and actions. And when the tables turn, we hear our words and see our 
actions played out in their lives. 

God was so angry at the Israelites for their disobedience that He let them wander in the 
wilderness for forty years until their sinful generation passed away. But, unfortunately, they 
passed their sin down to the next generation. Their children committed to the same sin, causing 
God"s anger to burn more. 

Both generations needed to break this cycle and turn back to God. Otherwise, they would cause 
further destruction to their people. We, too, must be mindful of our daily choices. Any wrong 
decision we make might cause someone else to stumble. If we turn away from God and others 
follow us, we become catalysts for death and destruction. But if we follow Jesus and obey His 
Word, we become vessels of His love and grace. 

We are a living testimony for Christ. We can be part of the problem or a part of the solution — 
which is living to glorify God. By choosing His will and His way, we become ambassadors for 
His kingdom and lead others to life everlasting — and that"s exactly what God has called us to 
do! 

PRAY 

Lord, Help me to live for You. Fill me with Your love and grace so that it overflows to those 
around me. Draw them to Yourself, so they can experience Your love and know that You are 
God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 11 — Christ our Refuge 
 
READ 
 
Numbers 34:1-36:16 
 
Numbers 35:15, !These six towns will be a place of refuge for Israelites and for foreigners 
residing among them so that anyone who has killed another accidentally can flee there.” 

THINK 

Old Testament times were harsh. If you were accused of an accidental killing, the avenger of the 
slain had every right to enact the same revenge — unless you were inside a city of refuge. If you 
could get to a city of refuge, you would remain there for protection until the death of the high 
priest. At that time, you could return to your home without fear of retaliation. 

Now, you might be thinking, !What on earth can I gain from knowing this in 2021?” The truth is 
cities of refuge were a picture of Jesus! Let"s look at some of the parallels below: 

1. Both Jesus and refuge cities are open to all people in need, not just the Israelites, without fear 
of 
being turned away when we seek protection. 
2. Both are the only alternative for those in need. Without this specific protection, we face death. 
3. Full freedom for us and those who needed a city of refuge comes with the death of a high 
priest. 

However, there is one crucial distinction! Cities of refuge are helpful only to the innocent — 
those who needed to flee after an accidental slaying. With Jesus, only the guilty, those who"ve 
admitted that they are sinners in need of a Savior, can find safe harbor. 

Praise the Lord that our high priest, Jesus Christ, has already died and resurrected for our sins! 
Not only can we find refuge in Him, but we can also find salvation and freedom. Jesus$"single 
sacrifice heals, protects, and transforms our lives. 

PRAY 

Lord Jesus, I take you as my refuge and my salvation. Thank You for dying for me, so I don't 
have to live in fear but can, instead, enjoy Your presence. Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 12 — Hindsight 
 
READ 
 
Deuteronomy 1:1-3:20 
 
Deuteronomy 1:8, !Look, I am giving all this land to you! Go in and occupy it, for it is the land 
the LORD swore to give to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to all their 
descendants.” 

 

THINK 

Today"s reading seems like a nostalgic trip down memory lane. You can imagine the people 
listening and remembering all the events as Moses described them. We can also imagine there 
were moments of thankfulness for God"s provision and protection with each memory. But there 
were also moments of regret as they wished they"d done things differently and trusted God more. 
It"s said that if we don"t learn from our past, we"re destined to repeat it. This was an opportunity 
for the Israelites to prepare for their future by learning from their past. 

It"s natural for us to want to forget what"s behind us and keep moving forward. But there are 
times when we need to recall how God has led us to where we are today. With awe, we should 
remember how we can be thankful for His guidance, protection, provision, grace, and 
forgiveness. It"s in those moments of reflection that we can see His hand on our lives even when 
we didn"t know it at the time. It"s then when we are reminded what an awesome God He is as we 
move forward with renewed praise for Him. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You! I can look back on my life and see Your hand even when I thought 
You were far away. I praise You for leading me and never giving up. Help me to reflect Your 
light and encourage others. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 13 — Stop and Consider 
 
READ 
 
Deuteronomy 3:21-5:33 
 
Deuteronomy 4:32-35, !Now search all of history … Has any other god dared to take a nation 
for himself out of another nation by means of trials, miraculous signs, wonders, war, a strong 
hand, a powerful arm, and terrifying acts? Yet that is what the Lord your God did for you in 
Egypt, right before your eyes. He showed you these things so you would know that the Lord is 
God and there is no other.” 

 

THINK 

Stop for a moment and consider just how great God really is! This is exactly what Moses wanted 
to remind the Israelites of before they made their trek into the Promised Land — a trip Moses 
himself would never make. Knowing this, He gathered God"s people for a final pow-wow before 
handing over the reins to God"s newly appointed leader, Joshua. 

First, he told them to consider the past. No other nation had ever heard God speak audibly from 
fire or witnessed so many miracles, signs, and wonders for their protection and deliverance from 
slavery. So, Moses wanted his people to remember all the amazing things God had done for them 
as they faced an uncertain future in unfamiliar territory. The Lord, the only God, made Himself 
known to them so that they could know Him. We, too, must never forget how God has touched 
and transformed our lives. We"ve been set free from sin and death so we can live out the life God 
has for us. 

Moses concluded with yet ANOTHER reminder to obey God"s commands. This would also help 
them remember that they were God"s chosen people with a special place in His plan. Knowing 
this, they should want to please God and live out His best. As Christ-followers, we, too, have 
been called by God and gifted with a unique purpose for His kingdom. Therefore, despite any 
trials or uncertainty we may face, we should seek to obey God to stay on track with His special 
purpose. 

Today, let"s take Moses$"words to heart, consider all that God has done, and obey His commands 
as we seek to live out His purpose in the light of His blessing and favor. 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, As I stop and consider just how great You truly are, I"m in awe of the countless, 
amazing things You"ve done for me. May I never lose sight of that as I seek to live out my 
unique calling and remain obedient to Your commands. Amen. 
  



 

 

March 14 — The Lord is with You 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9:29 
 
Deuteronomy 9:1,3, !Listen, O Israel! Today you are about to cross the Jordan River to take 
over the land belonging to nations much greater and more powerful than you. … But recognize 
today that the Lord your God is the one who will cross over ahead of you like a devouring fire to 
destroy them. He will subdue them so that you will quickly conquer them and drive them out, just 
as the Lord has promised.” 

THINK 

Anytime we"re about to embark on a huge new endeavor, we approach it with great anticipation; 
we"re expectant of good things to come. But it"s often also met with a fear of the unknown that 
can threaten to derail us. So it was with the Israelites as they stood at the brink of the Promised 
Land. The time had finally come for God"s people to take on their inheritance in Canaan. They 
would have to fight giants who lived in fortified cities to settle there. So, surely, they felt a 
mixture of hope, excitement, and A LOT of trepidation. But God promised them that they 
wouldn"t have to go at it alone — He would be within the fight! Nothing was too big for Him to 
conquer — as long as they were willing to partner with Him in the process. 

What can we glean from this momentous time in history? God is with us in every new adventure, 
every battle, and every trial. There"s nothing we have to face alone! However, we must be 
obedient to do our part. Forty years prior, the Israelites learned this lesson the hard way. 
They succumbed to fear and didn"t trust that God would lead them to victory in the Promised 
Land. Therefore, God made them wander in the wilderness until a generation had passed. Let"s 
not let history repeat itself! 

What big step or adventure awaits you? Do you trust God to go before you into battle? Believe in 
Him. Hard times may await you in the process, but you can trust that God is with you in the fight 
— and His plans never fail! 

  
PRAY 
Lord, You are with me in the fight. I trust that nothing is impossible for You. I know that if I do 
my part, You will lead me to victory. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 15 — Seeing isn’t Always Believing 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 10:1-12:32 
 
Deuteronomy 11:4, 7, !They didn"t see what the Lord did to the armies of Egypt and their horses 
and chariots — how He drowned them in the Red Sea as they were chasing you. He destroyed 
them, and they have not recovered to this very day. … But you have seen the Lord perform all 
these mighty deeds with your own eyes.”  

THINK 

!Seeing isn"t always believing; believing is seeing.” You may have heard this line before in a 
famous Christmas movie. Although it is about Santa and the North Pole, it can also be applied to 
us as Christ-followers, because seeing isn"t always believing. 

In today"s reading, God instructs Moses to remind the next generation of Israel of the love and 
obedience that He desires. God also refers to some specific times when He provided for and 
delivered His people. Yet, repeatedly, they failed to glorify Him for all He"d done. They saw God 
do many miraculous things, but their faith still lacked. Seeing isn"t always believing. 

Have there been times in your life when you"ve been like the Israelites? God showed up for you 
over and over, but you failed to recognize it? Now, you probably won"t ever see God part a big 
sea or open the earth to swallow people, but God is still working in your life to do mighty things. 
So, make a daily choice to ask Him to open your eyes to what He is doing. Choose to believe, 
glorify, and place your faith in Him! You may not always see it but seeing isn"t always believing. 
Believing is seeing! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for all You do in my life. Open my eyes to the mighty things You have 
done and are doing for me! I want to glorify and place my faith in You even when I cannot see 
what You"re doing. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 16 — Worldly Winds 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 13:1-16:17 
 
Deuteronomy 13:1-4, !If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and 
announces to you a sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the 
prophet says, #Let us follow other gods (gods you have not known) and let us worship them,$"you 
must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The Lord your God is testing you to find 
out whether you love Him with all your heart and with all your soul. It is the Lord your God you 
must follow, and Him you must revere. Keep His commands and obey him; serve Him and hold 
fast to Him.” 

THINK 

Picture an empty plastic bag caught up in the wind. It"s pushed this way and that by the air 
around it, not grounded by anything or serving any purpose. When we float along in life, 
persuaded to believe anything and everything by the person in front of us, we are similar to that 
bag. Perhaps we are flying high one moment, convinced of something spectacular. But the next 
moment, we"re just as likely to smash to the ground because what we thought was true falls flat 
in the face of reality. 

There is only one God! He is our Rock in a world of ever-shifting beliefs, thoughts, and theories. 
Follow Him, hold fast to Him, and whatever comes your way, He will faithfully be there with 
you through it all. Where is the wind of the world trying to blow you today? Stand firm in Christ 
— do not be swayed! 

PRAY 

Lord, Sometimes I feel that I"m dealing with hurricane-force winds in my life. I want my feet to 
stay rooted in Your Word, but I feel swayed by everything going on around me. Forgive me for 
turning to anything besides You. You alone are my Rock and my Salvation! Help me, day by 
day, to follow You and glorify You — faithfully and obediently! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 17 — Don’t Panic 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9 
 
Deuteronomy 20:3-4, !Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not panic or be terrified by them. For 
the Lord your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you 
victory.” 

THINK 

Life can sometimes be overwhelming. When trials come at us from all sides, it can feel like 
we"re drowning, with no help in sight. Our circumstances can knock the wind out of us and bring 
us to our knees. 

The Israelites probably felt that way. They were about to face a massive army equipped for 
battle. Their enemies$"numbers dwarfed their own, and the odds were not in their favor. But even 
though their enemies appeared unstoppable, the Israelites had a weapon far greater than anything 
they would ever face. They had God on their side. 

So, don"t lose heart in the face of daunting circumstances. Stand firm, confident that God is 
standing with you. Ask Him to guide and equip you for each battle you face. He will fight for 
you and you will come out on the other side, victorious. 

PRAY 

Thank You, Lord, for being there with me through all things. Thank You for fighting my battles 
and giving me the strength to face each day. Work Your will and Your way in me. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 18 — Overflowing Selfless Love 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19 
 
Deuteronomy 22:1-2, !If you see your fellow Israelite"s ox or sheep straying, do not ignore it but 
be sure to take it back to its owner. If they do not live near you or if you do not know who owns 
it, take it home with you and keep it until they come looking for it. Then give it back.” 

THINK 

When was the last time you went out of your way to help someone? Sure, you may feel like 
you"re already overloaded with your own needs and problems. And who really has the time? I 
mean, everybody"s got something they"re dealing with. I"ll look after me, and you can look after 
you, right? 

But that"s not what God calls us to do. He desires for His people to actively take notice of others$"
burdens and willingly lend a helping hand – even at extra effort or expense to themselves. We 
are to extend Christ"s overflowing and sacrificial love to others without hesitation. 

That can sound like a pretty tall order. But, praise the Lord, we aren"t meant to do this out of 
ourselves! Here"s the good news: you don"t have to struggle and try out of your own effort to be 
the perfect, selfless Christian. Focus on spending time with God, on enjoying and taking Him in, 
and you will spontaneously overflow with His love onto others. 

PRAY 

Lord, I pray I would enjoy You more today. Make me a conduit for Your love and mercy. Be the 
selfless One working in and through me. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 19 — The ‘If’ of Obedience 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 26:1-29:1 
 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15 !If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all His 
commands I give you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 
All these blessings will come on you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God … 
However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all His commands 
and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come on you and overtake you…” 

THINK 

Surely over the course of reading Deuteronomy, you"ve noticed a central theme: Obedience. It 
almost seems utterly redundant, right? How many times did Moses have repeat the same lesson? 
Evidently, a lot because God"s people had a tendency towards idolatry and disobedience — just 
like us. And at that point, more than ever, they needed this reminder because they were getting 
ready to enter a season of battles like they had never faced before. 

In chapter 28, we see a juxtaposition of blessings and curses with a big focus on the word !if.” 
“If you do this, you"ll be blessed. If you do that, you"ll be cursed.” God was making it abundantly 
clear that His people had been called according to purpose and promise; they were to be holy 
before a holy God. The same is true for us today as Christ-followers. 

As you consider your daily choices, whatever they are, whether it"s giving in to peer pressure, 
who to date, or how you"ll respond to your overbearing boss, remember the word !if.” Think 
about the consequences of your actions — good and bad. And, let today"s reading be a reminder 
that IF you obey, blessings will follow. It"s a far better alternative than the fallout IF you choose 
to disobey! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for reminding me of the importance of choosing obedience. I know 
that if I obey You, blessings follow. Guide my decisions this day to reflect Your holiness in the 
world around me. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 20 — Secrets and Revelation 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 29:2-31:29 
 
Deuteronomy 29:29, !The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.” (NIV) 

THINK 

Imagine the Israelites gathered with their families, listening to Moses$"final sermon. He"d just 
given them a long list of blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. They were about to 
enter the Promised Land, uncertain of what exactly the future held. What kind of world were 
they about to inherit? What kind of opposition would they face? Possibly sensing their 
apprehension, Moses paused, as we see in the verse above, to address two major principles. 

First, God has secrets that belong to Him. Does this mean He"s trying to be sneaky and 
deceptive? No! Is He mysterious? Yes! The Bible makes it clear that God"s ways and thoughts 
are higher than our own. This means that there"ll be times when we can"t make heads or tails of 
what"s happening. But we must remember that God does know and trust that, regardless of our 
confusion, He is in control. Faith lives within unanswered questions as we lean into Christ for 
comfort and strength. 

Second, God speaks to us through His Word. What He"s revealed in Scripture !belongs” to us 
and future generations for eternity. God never leaves us hanging but provides the insight and 
information we need to experience the life He has for us. That"s part of our promise and 
inheritance — He"s given us all we need to know so we can live obediently within the space of 
His grace, blessing, and favor. 

Therefore, choose obedience, trust that you won"t always understand, and stand firm in the 
knowledge that God has and always will give you what you need — right when you need it! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, You are a mysterious God! I trust that within Your secrets, You are working on 
my behalf. Help me walk in obedience and cling tightly to Your Word. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 21 — Life is Short… 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 31:30-32:52 
Psalm 90 
 
Psalm 90:12, !Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom.” 

THINK 

We could find endless quotes to remind us how short life is and how to make the most of the 
time we"ve been given.  But some of the greatest teachers of this truth are those who are at the 
end of their life. They can see with a different perspective and inspire us with their experience. 
We can benefit from their wisdom and make the most of today. 

In Moses's song, he was doing just that. He was reminding the Israelites of God"s power and 
authority and pleading with them to turn back to Him. He wanted them to remember that sin is 
not worth the disappointment it causes and the separation it creates from our Creator.  He 
implored them to seek the real wisdom that only God can provide because it's wisdom that 
ushers in true joy and success in life and eliminates regret.  He challenged them to make the most 
of their lives by running from sin and chasing after God — a sign of great wisdom! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for my life. Help me to recognize the brevity of it and give me the 
wisdom that only comes from You. Grant me the courage to flee from temptation and boldly 
stand with You. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 22 — You are NOT Your Past! 
 
READ 
Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12 
Joshua 1:1-2:24 
 
Joshua 2:1,!$Then Joshua secretly sent out two spies from the Israelite camp at Acacia Grove. He 
instructed them, #Scout out the land on the other side of the Jordan River, especially around 
Jericho.$"So the two men set out and came to the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed 
there that night.”  

THINK 

Have you ever thought, !How could God love me?” Maybe you aren"t proud of the past or where 
you are now. Perhaps you have skeletons in your closet that you feel preclude you from fulfilling 
any God-given purpose. Or, possibly, you have yet to enter into a personal relationship with 
Jesus and only know what you"ve heard about Him doing in the lives of others. Well, here"s the 
good news: No matter what you"ve done or are currently involved in, God DOES love you and 
has big plans for you! He wants to be intimately involved in every aspect of your life. 

This was true for Rahab, the woman in today"s reading. She was a known prostitute who"d only 
heard about God. Yet, the Lord used her in a mighty way. Not only did she protect the two spies, 
but she also left her former way of life, married into the Israelites, and is listed in the lineage 
King David — and Jesus Himself! 

Like Rahab, you are not labeled by your past! Jesus didn"t die on the cross and rise again to save 
perfect people. He died because of our imperfection and His unwavering love for us. So, don"t 
allow the enemy"s lies about your past to keep you from the amazing plans God has for your life. 
You"re not who others say you are. If you know Jesus, you are a child of the Almighty King, 
made perfect and complete in Christ! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for loving me no matter what I"ve done. Help me remember Your truth 
about my life and who You say I am. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 23 — What are You Known For? 
 
READ 
Joshua 3:1-6:27 
 
Joshua 6:16,20,27, !The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua 
commanded the army, #Shout! For the Lord has given you the city!’ … When the trumpets 
sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the 
wall collapsed, so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. … So, the Lord was with 
Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land.” 

THINK 

When you walk into your favorite coffee shop, and the barista knows your order, it brings 
satisfaction because you are recognized and known. Or, when you"re acknowledged by your boss 
in front of your peers, it feels good to be given credit for your accomplishments. No matter how 
big or small, it feels good to be seen and noticed. 

Joshua was known, initially, as an assistant to Moses and, then, one of the spies sent into the 
Promised Land. But, as we read today, the Lord had even greater purposes for him and used him 
to lead the Israelites into their inherited land. Joshua became famous! But, as Joshua led and 
conquered, he pointed people back to God !$&Shout! For the Lord has given you the city!” 

Consider the circles and the places YOU are known… What are you known for? Let it always be 
for pointing others back to the Lord! 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, I want to know You more and represent You well. My life is Yours, with no 
areas or corners left untouchable. Change me, convict me, and move me for Your purposes. Let 
others see You at work in me! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 24 — The Trouble with Temptation 
 
READ 
Joshua 7:1-9:27 
1 Chronicles 2:7 
 
Joshua 7:12-13, !I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is 
devoted to destruction…. the God of Israel, says: There are devoted things among you, Israel. 
You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove them.” 

THINK 

The temptation of materialism can come in many forms. It may be the glitz and glamour of cars 
and clothes, the desire for a certain type of house, or the lure of the latest gadget. It"s not defined 
by the financial value of the object, but by the value we place on it. And if we let it, materialism 
can take us down the path of destruction. 

When Joshua said to Achan, !My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and honor Him. 
Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.” Achan finally confessed and told him 
where he had stashed his plunder. He saw the riches and couldn"t resist. His desire to own them 
was greater than his desire to obey God. His actions revealed his priorities. Because of his sin 
and the sins of others, it brought trouble to Israel as a nation. 

It may seem harmless to indulge and give in to temptations. But once we go down that path, it 
ends up consuming us. We may think, !It"s my life and I can do whatever I want!” However, our 
choices also impact those around us and can cause everyone in our circle of influence to follow 
suit. 

God wants us to honor Him with our lives and not give in to temptation. We can"t be a stumbling 
block to others. We need to be a leader in positive change. 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, I want to resist the temptations of this world. Help me stand strong and devote myself 
entirely to You. Guide me to be an example of Your love and lead others in the way everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 25 — And the Sun Stood Still 
 
READ 
Joshua 10:1-12:6 
 
Joshua 10:8, !Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand. Not one of them will 
be able to withstand you.” 

THINK 

Sometimes we forget how powerful God truly is. We see problems that seem insurmountable to 
us, and it"s easy to become disheartened. 

Joshua was in a daunting situation, facing five kings united against him, yet he did not despair. 
He trusted God when He promised victory, and something miraculous happened. He boldly 
prayed for the sun to remain in the sky until the Israelites secured victory – and God obliged! 
The sun stood still an entire day !till the nation avenged itself on its enemies.” 

What an incredible miracle! It may even sound a little hard to believe. That"s not how the laws of 
the universe work, we might think. But who made the universe? If anyone can reshape the order 
of the natural world, it"s the Creator. And He did so to ensure Joshua's victory. 

We can trust in God"s protection and promises; He is more than powerful enough to fulfill them. 
The only question is whether we"re willing to pray bold prayers, cooperate, and allow God to 
work in amazing and miraculous ways. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, You are stronger than any obstacle I face. Remove the fear from me; I put my 
trust in You. In Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 26 — Wholehearted Devotion 
 
READ 
Joshua 12:7-15:19 
 
Joshua 14:7-9, !I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me … to explore 
the land. And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, but my fellow Israelites 
who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt in fear. I, however, followed the Lord 
my God wholeheartedly. So on that day, Moses swore to me, #The land on which your feet have 
walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed the 
Lord my God wholeheartedly.’” 

THINK 

Caleb was brave. He didn"t give in to the naysayers when he was sent with a reconnaissance team 
to explore the Promised Land forty years prior. He believed that, with God"s help, the Israelites 
could easily take their inherited land. He spoke up and said, !We CAN conquer!” 

Unfortunately, because of the people"s disbelief, Caleb and Joshua had to spend the next forty 
years wandering in the wilderness with them. But after the long wait, they were the only two 
spies who would live to cross over into the Promised Land. Now, it was time to settle, and Caleb 
reminded Joshua of Moses$"words: !He wholeheartedly followed the Lord.” He wasn"t bragging. 
He was just stating a fact. 

Do you wholeheartedly follow God? When a task or obstacle seems insurmountable, do you 
believe that God will go before you to conquer whatever difficulty you face? Take a page from 
Caleb"s playbook and believe in God"s almighty power. Nothing is too hard for Him; there"s 
nothing He can"t do. How great is that! 

PRAY 

Lord, You can do anything! I marvel at Your infinite power and wisdom and trust that, if I 
follow You, everything is possible. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 27 — Worth the Effort 
 
READ 
Joshua 15:20-17:18 
 
Joshua 17:15, !Joshua replied, #If there are so many of you, and if the hill country of Ephraim is 
not large enough for you, clear out land for yourselves in the forest where the Perizzites and 
Rephaites live.’” 
 
THINK 

Home renovation shows have been very popular for many years now. The show"s stars inspire 
many to take on their own home renovation challenges. They help us see beyond !what is” to 
!what could be.” Now, the results range from !Instagram worthy” to !not exactly what I 
imagined,” but at least an effort is made! 

These Israelite tribes were facing a renovation challenge of their own. They wanted more land 
but weren"t willing to make an effort to get it — even though God had already given it to them. 
They only saw obstacles and challenges instead of the end result of rising above and overcoming 
them. 

Too many times, we see what God has for us. But because it will require effort, change, time, or 
other challenges, we don"t even try. However, if we take on the challenge, we"ll discover that 
God fills in the gaps. When things seem impossible, it"s just a reminder that we need God to lead 
the charge. Only then will you attain something truly beautiful and well worth the effort. 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for the opportunities that You give me. There are so many times 
that I know the opportunity will require hard work. But, because I know You have already given 
it to me, I will do what is needed. Help me trust You, follow Your lead and give You glory. In 
Jesus$"name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 28 — What are You Waiting For? 
 
READ 
Joshua 18:1-19:48 
 
Joshua 18:1-3, !The whole assembly of the Israelites gathered at Shiloh and set up the tent of 
meeting there. The country was brought under their control, but there were still seven Israelite 
tribes who had not yet received their inheritance. So, Joshua said to the Israelites: #How long 
will you wait before you begin to take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, has given you?’” 

THINK 

!What are you waiting for?” That was what Joshua was saying to the seven tribes of Israel who"d 
yet to take possession of the land. God had given them specific instructions to take the land He"d 
promised them. Why were they so hesitant? They had secured a miraculous victory over Jericho 
when the walls came crashing down at the sound of shouts and trumpets. They"d seen the sun 
stand still until they"d defeated five kings$"armies. Again, what were they waiting for? 

God"s timing is often different than ours. Sometimes He waits to answer our prayer and 
sometimes He answers and we discover we"re not quite ready to move! The time had come, and 
the Israelites hesitated. Was it fear? Was it complacency since they were used to living in 
temporary dwellings? Whatever it was, it was time to make a move! 

What answered prayer is waiting for you to !take the land”? Don"t give in to fear or apathy. Go 
for it! Trust that God is with you and that He"s fighting for you. It"s time to claim God"s promise! 
When you do, you will receive a wealth of blessing! 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, Your timing is perfect. Help me break through my fear and complacency to claim 
Your promise, the answer to my prayers. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 29 — Influence Over Comfort 
 
READ 
Joshua 19:49-21:45 
1 Chronicles 6:54-81 
 
Joshua 21:45, !Not a single one of all the good promises the Lord had given to the family of 
Israel was left unfulfilled; everything He had spoken came true.”  

THINK 

The definition of influence is !the capacity to affect the character, development, or behavior of 
someone or something.” You carry influence over the people in your life. Do you take your 
influence seriously? 

In today"s reading, you may be thinking, !Wow, that is a lot of names and a lot of cities. What"s 
the point of all of this?” Even though it may not be the most interesting chapter in the Bible to 
read, there is still something important for us to hold on to. The Levites were a priestly tribe. 
God didn"t just give the priests one piece of land to settle in. Instead, He spread them throughout 
all the land of Israel. There wasn"t meant to be just one place for the Levites, but every tribe was 
meant to have a godly influence among them. 

As Christ-followers, we are meant to be the light of the world. It can be easy to stay in our 
comfort zones, but we can"t hide from the world we are trying to bring light to. We aren"t meant 
to live in a bubble or holy huddle. We must make it a priority to carry the influence of Jesus 
everywhere we go. 

God kept His promise to the ancestors of Israel — He didn"t leave one unfilled. He gave them 
just what they needed to stand strong for Him. God will give you what you need when you 
choose to take your influence seriously and stand for Him outside your comfort zone! 

PRAY 

Dear God, Thank You for always giving me what I need when I follow you obediently. Help me 
to take my influence seriously, and remember that I represent You wherever I go! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 30 — Choose This Day 
 
READ 
Joshua 22:1-24:33 
 
Joshua 24: 14-16, !Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods 
your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if 
serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. 
Then the people answered, #Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods!’” 

THINK 

Our days are filled with choices. From the moment the alarm goes off in the morning, we make 
decisions: Get up or press snooze? Waffles or eggs? Dress up or dress down? The list goes on 
and on. The majority of our daily decisions aren"t life-altering, but there are some decisions that 
can have a deep impact — decisions like the friends we choose and the priorities we set. But the 
greatest decision we can ever make is the decision to follow God. 

As Joshua neared the end of his life, he implored God"s people to make a choice! They had a 
habit of following the traditions and gods of foreign nations. So, Joshua drew a line in the sand. 
Would they forsake the Lord, or would they and their families follow Him wholeheartedly? 

The same question is before you today… Choose for yourself! Who will you serve? 

PRAY 

Lord, Is there anything that I have put before You in importance? If so, forgive me, and help me 
turn completely from that and back to You. I choose YOU — my Rock, my Savior, my God. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

March 31 — Once Again 
 
READ 
Judges 1:1-3:30 
 
Judges 3:12,15, 21, 30, !Once again the Israelites did evil in the Lord"s sight, and the Lord gave 
King Eglon of Moab control over Israel because of their evil. … But when the people of Israel 
cried out to the Lord for help, the Lord again raised up a rescuer to save them. … As King Eglon 
rose from his seat, Ehud …pulled out the dagger … and plunged it into the king"s belly. … So 
Moab was conquered by Israel that day, and there was peace in the land for eighty years.” 

THINK 

How many times have we struggled with a specific temptation yet !once again?” If we have a 
personal relationship with Jesus, we definitely have definitive lines that we know better than to 
cross. But it"s so easy to give in — whether it"s a sin of commission or omission — and we find 
ourselves giving in that old familiar tug. That is exactly what was happening with the Israelites 
in today"s reading. They allowed what was happening in the world to persuade them to turn from 
God. 

Despite countless warnings to turn from worshiping other gods, they found themselves in a !once 
again” position, and it came at great cost. God raised up judge after judge to steer them back on 
track, and they still disobeyed. This angered God, who was testing them and allowed those pagan 
nations to remain. He was hands-off as the abusive king of Moab took control of Israel. 

But here"s what"s great! God is a God of mercy and grace. He heard His people"s cries for help 
and raised up Ehud, a leader who would rescue His people. God orchestrated a private moment 
for Ehud to approach King Eglon and plunge a dagger into his belly. After a quiet escape, the 
Lord led the Israelites to victory over Moab. 

God is a God of rescue. Through Christ, our Savior, we"ve received the ultimate gift of mercy 
and grace. So, be faithful to God because He is most certainly faithful to you. Don"t make that 
same poor decision yet !once again." 

PRAY 

Lord, Thank You for being a God of mercy and grace. You sent Jesus to our rescue. Help me to 
stay on track and turn from that same temptation once again. I turn back toward You, leaning 
into Christ"s strength to overcome. Amen. 
 
 
 
  


