


2 Corinthians 
 
 
 
 

The God of All Comfort 



Week 2: The Aroma of Life 
 
Chapters 2 & 3 



Forgiving the Offender 

• Paul does not tell us who the offender was, or what the offense was 
• There is a slight possibility that it is the man in 1 Cor. 5:1, the man 

accused of sleeping with his father’s wife 
• The translation from the Greek (in some Bibles) of punishment is 

probably too harsh of a word.  More likely censure or rebuke. 
• Not excommunicated, but probably called out in public worship, and 

disciplined by the elders 
• The point is, that the discipline achieved its purpose: the offender 

repents (meaning of repentance). 
 



• The offender’s repentance has led Paul to write about it 
• He advises the church to forgive, as Paul forgives 
• Forgiveness is for 2 reasons: 

• To save the offender to move too deeply into grief and self-condemnation, 
give up the spiritual journey because of despair, and return to paganism 

• To keep the community from becoming a vehicle of Satan by remaining bitter, 
judgmental, and divisive.  Notice that he is not concerned that the offender 
be used by Satan, but the community! 

• Lack of forgiveness not only hurts the community, it hurts the 
effectiveness of the community as a witness to the world 

• The story of Donatism… 



Multiple Metaphors for the Christian Life 

• 1. Aroma 
• The metaphor of aroma would meant much more to the 1st 

century readers, who lived with open drains and foul smells 
everywhere (remember: there was no indoor plumbing, or 
deodorant!) 

• God uses us not only to judge human sin, but to spread 
abroad the beauty of the gospel.  (Be wary of a Christian 
who is so interested in pointing out others’ sins, that they 
cannot shine with the goodness and grace of God.) 



• The image of fragrance comes to us from the OT.  It refers to the 
“pleasing odor” of sacrifices offered to God (e.g., Gen. 8:21; Exodus 
29:18; Lev. 9:1). 

• Because of Jesus become the sacrifice “once for all” sacrifices of 
animals do not continue in the Christian faith (but remember, the 
Corinthians are aware of sacrifices to the gods of other religions in 
the city as well). 

• We are to become the sacrifices as we lay down our lives 
• We become the sweet aroma of Christ 



• But remember…. Also in the OT, God tells the people who sacrifice, 
but do not care for the poor, that such sacrifices stink in his nostrils 

• This should be a warning that our aroma can also turn from the 
sweetness of Christ to foul-scented selfishness 

• Paul can go on to say, then, that he has sacrificed himself for the sake 
of the Corinthians.  He has not even taken a salary of any kind (not a 
universal principle for what we pay our pastors!)  

• “There is nothing more effective” or sweet “for the spread of the 
gospel than the genuine sincerity of those who know it and love it.” 

(Ernest Best) 



Chapter 3: More metaphors 

2. Letters 
• Paul uses an interesting metaphor, in light of all the letter writing 

between Paul and the Church 
• We become a letter to others by how we live our lives 
• People are watching us . . . 
• The metaphor of letters is a launching pad for Paul to move to “letters 

written in stone”—the law vs. Christ 
 



• 3. Moses 
• In order to understand Paul’s relationship with the law we have to 

look two places 
• His own life 
• His other letters, particularly to the Romans (Chapter 7) and 

Philippians (Chapter 2). 
• The law brings death—legalism and self-righteousness 
• Christ brings life—the grace-filled life and God-within-us-holiness 
• The image of light 

 



• Moses is veiled 
• The gospel is unveiled 
• And we are unveiled, for we can perceive and experience the 

truth as it is in Jesus 
• And those who are unveiled are: 

• Free 
• And are being transformed into the image of Christ 

• As we look at Jesus, just as Moses “glowed” when he was in the presence 
of God, we show the glory of Christ in our lives.  A glory that will never 
fade 
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