
Week 10 - II Corinthians 12-13 - “Meaning of Suffering” 

 

Where Have We Been? 

• Chapter 1: The God of all comfort 

 

• Chapter 2 & 3: Metaphors galore: Letters, Aroma, Unveiled faces—We smell like 

a pleasing aroma that attracts the world. And as we look at Jesus, just as Moses 

“glowed” when he was in the presence of God, we show the glory of Christ.  

 

• Chapter 4: “We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all surpassing 

power is from God and not from us.” (vs. 7).  Paul then sets down all the 

reasons why he should lose heart, beautifully written. 

 

• Chapter 5: We participate in the New Creation, so that we can be ambassadors 

of reconciliation. 

 

• Chapter 6: Even if we are vulnerable to difficulties and suffering, Christ has 

given us life--this is not conquerable! 

 

• Chapter 7: Paul talks about the conflict in his relationship with the Corinthians. 

At the end he reminds them: Salvation gives us clear vision—it is easier to feel 

affection, delight, pride in the other, and over-bounding joy in others, when we 

are fully aware of how very much we have received from God 

 

• Chapters 8 & 9: Paul talks about the meaning of generosity. We give because 

others are needy—empathy and compassion. We give because of the reciprocal 

nature of the community of faith.  We comfort as we have been comforted.  We 

are comforted as we have comforted others. 

 

 

• Chapter 10: Paul recounts over a dozen ways he is being criticized by opponents 

who have gone to meddle in the Corinthian Church. He reminds us that the 

gentleness of Christ and defending ourselves are not antithetical. But defending 

ourselves must come out of a place of godly confidence, not out of insecurity or 

defensiveness. 

 

 

• Chapter 11: ?  ☺   Paul continues his defense of himself   
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Chapters 12 & 13 

Chapter 12 Could Seem Like a Mystery to Us 

• Who is he talking about? 

• (himself in 3rd person) 

• What happened to him? 

• (he can’t really explain it) 

• When did it happen to him? 

• (14 years earlier; a unique experience) 

• Why is he telling us, but not telling us? 

(One should not put confidence in spiritual experiences that exclude 

others.) 

 

• What is his explanation for his pain? 

• (so that the vision wouldn’t make him feel better than others) 

• What was his condition? 

• (we do not know some speculate; most often a painful eye condition) 

• Why didn’t God answer his prayers? 

• (We don’t know … except that we know Paul learned from this!) 

What he learned is incredibly profound… 

• (maybe he learned it in the vision itself?) 

 

 8 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 

But he said to 

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 

that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 
That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 

weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong. 
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I titled this lesson in August: The meaning of suffering 

I want to change it to: Meaning in suffering 

 

Week 1: Sufferings from being a follower of Christ 

                   Suffering because we are human 

 

• Suffering itself, in its raw form, is absurd, meaning it should not be 

 

 

 

• We do not know why God doesn’t take it away 

 

 

 

• But we do know some incredibly important insights from these verses: 

• 1.  No matter what, Christ’s grace is sufficient 

 

• 2.  God’s power is made perfect in our weaknesses 

 

 

• 3.  After an entire letter where he has had to defend himself—his 

legitimacy, his authority, his competency—even though he has said that 

he boasts only in Christ, he still has to defend his place 

 

 

• 4.  But he comes to the point of realizing all he really has is his weakness, 

through which Christ’s power is revealed. 

 

 

• 5.  In this, he feels delight in the midst of suffering, for Christ is glorified 

most when Paul becomes less. 

 

 

• 6.  The paradox: when I am weak, then I am strong; the upside down 

Kingdom 
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Chapter 13:4 

• For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s 

power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him in 

our dealings with you. 

 

• All grace comes through Christ’s weakness on the cross! 

• Christ identifies with our sense of powerlessness 

• You know Pastor Scott’s wonderful saying 

• Sin does not get the last word, Grace does! 

• Death does not get the last word, Life (resurrection) does! 

 

Here are some Leclercisms 

 

God chooses to save the world through weakness, shame, and death 

 

 

 

• Christ became sin itself, that we might be forgiven 

 

 

 

• Christ was weak so that his power might be perfected in us 

 

 

• Christ took on the shame of the cross, so that we can find our true identity 

 

• Christ suffered, beyond our imagination, that we might be healed 

 

• Christ died in faith, fully dependent on God’s resurrection 

 

• Christ died and was resurrected to give us life and power 

 

4 



 

 

I want to close by going back to Chapter 1 

 

• Verse 9: Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this 

happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the 

dead. 10 
He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us 

again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us. 

 

 

 

• And then verses 3-5: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the same comfort we 

have received from God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our 

lives, so also through Christ, our comfort overflows.  
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