
 

Monday, November 18th, 2019 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy, well, and blessed!  The Holiday Season is upon us yet again.  Thanksgiving Day is less than two weeks 
away and Christmas Day is just a little over a month away!  Before we know it we will be entering a new year and a new decade!  One of the things I’m 
most thankful for during this time of year is that it provides us with a season of “good news.”  In a world where we seem to be continually bombarded 
with bad news and fake news it’s good to have a season of each year that serves as a reminder that in the Christ of Christmas we find “good news of 
great joy” that has been tried, tested and found to be true since that very first Christmas!  In fact, Luke 2:10 reminds us of this “good news of great 
joy” that is for all of us— “But the angel reassured them, ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said.  ‘I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.’”   
 
This “good news” of the Christ of Christmas brings with it restoring hope, energizing love, persistent joy and a peace that passes all understanding.  
Over the past 2000 years, people just like you and me have found that personally experiencing the source of this “good news”—our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ—has enriched, and even, transformed our daily lives!  If you’ve yet to experience the source of this “good news”—the original and greatest 
Christmas gift of all time—Jesus Christ, I encourage you to discover the transformational truth of His love, joy, peace and hope by starting a personal 
relationship with Him today! 
 
The Christmas season provides joy as we celebrate the birth of God’s Son.  Here in the United States we are living in turbulent times.  Our society and 
culture seem to be anything but peaceful and calm on so many levels.  
 
During the Christmas season, the Church of God will be joining together once again to do our part toward advancing the mission to ensure that this 
“good news of great joy”—this gift of Jesus Christ—comes to be known by everyone world-wide.  We will be specifically seeking to do this during the 
four weeks of Advent by reflecting on weekly Advent readings during Sunday services, by intentionally praying for the ministries of the church locally 
and around the world, and by giving cheerfully to the Christ’s Birthday Observance Offering. 
 
This annual observance in monetary giving is organized by Christian Women Connection of the Church of God out of Anderson, Indiana.  The 2019 Christ 
Birthday Observance will be used to support frontline ministries of the church on a local, national and global level.  The goal for the North American 
Church for this year’s Observance is once again $1,000,000.00.  The goal for our local congregation here at South Memorial Church for the 2019 
Observance is $5,000.00.   
 
I trust that many of us have been saving toward this cause for the last several months by setting aside weekly or monthly funds in the manila envelopes 
that our local Christian Women Connection Group provided us with at the start of this year.  Now I ask that each of us prayerfully consider what we 
should add to that total and be prepared to generously give toward the cause of local and global mission when the 2019 Christ’s Birthday Observance 
Offering will be collected just a little over a month from now.   
 
Our congregation’s collective “undesignated” gift will be combined with countless others from across North America to help support the coordination 
and administration of missions both within North America as well as across the globe.  These funds will also be used to train future spiritual leaders 
within our Church of God colleges, to aid the continued work of church agencies such as Servant Solutions, and to create curriculum and programming 
that will disciple and equip followers of Christ at the local congregational level.  In other words, the financial gifts we collect through the 2019 Christ’s 
Birthday Observance will be used to build up and further the work of the Church!  It will be used to help broaden the message and effect of the tested, 
tried and true transformational “good news” of the Christ of Christmas to all people—helping to communicate this life changing news across our entire 
globe! 
 



This year’s Christ’s Birthday Observance Offering will be collected during our morning worship gathering on Sunday, December 22nd.  Please join me 
over the coming weeks between now and then in praying for and seeking out the Lord’s guidance as to what He would have each of us to give toward 
this annual offering in the life of our local church and in the life of the Church of God in North America.  The Holy Spirit can use this unique annual 
opportunity as one of the many ways by which we can do our part in being Jesus’ messengers of His “good news” in the life of the church, our society, 
our culture, and our world! 
 
As I close, allow me to thank each of you as our church family for all of your love and encouragement that you have showered upon my family and me 
over these past twelve years.  I continue to count the opportunity I’ve been given to partner with each of you in life and in the fulfillment of the mission 
and purpose of Jesus Christ, here at South Memorial Church of God, one of my life’s greatest blessings!  May each of us seek to be better messengers of 
the “good news” of the Christ of Christmas throughout the upcoming Advent season as well as in the New Year and the new decade ahead!  I look 
forward to the joy and excitement of celebrating the Advent of our Savior and the love, joy, peace and hope of His coming with our South Memorial 
Church family for another Christmas season.  From my family to yours, we wish each of you the merriest of Christmases, a very happy and blessed New 
Year and start to the new decade ahead!   
 

inHISgrip, 
 
 
 

Pastor Chris 


